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9 May 2014.

Dear Conveners

Proposed National Planning Framework 3 and Draft Scottish Planning Policy

I write in response to the reports of each of your Committees on the above, published on 14
March 2014. Given the number of recommendations within the reports, and the complexity
of some of the issues raised, the full response is provided as an Annex to this letter.

As you will appreciate, some aspects of the policies are still being reviewed to take into
account the comments we have received - it would be premature to set out the Scottish
Government's finalised position at this stage. I have provided interim comments on these
issues, but will write to you again, upon finalisation of the documents in June 2014, to set out
howwe have addressed issues raised by the Parliament. .

I have noted that concern has been expressed about ongoing consultations and evidence
gathering overlapping with the 60 day period of Parliamentary consideration. This is
unavoidable, as these issues are continually evolving. However, to address this concern
and in the spirit of continuing transparency, I would be happy to return to the lead Committee
following publication of the finalised documents, to explain the reasoning that led to our final
position.

NPF3 and SPP are cross-cutting documents, and so where issues fall within my Ministerial
colleagues' portfolio, the response takes account of their position. I appreciate that there are
some recommendations which the Committees may wish to discuss further with relevant
Ministers.

I am very grateful for the interest shown by Parliament in their consideration of NPF3 and the
SPP, and I look forward to continuing engagement with the Committees on these nationally
important planning matters.

IN\'I-'..5TOR IS I'HOI'LE

VictoriaQuay,Edinburgh EH66QQ
www.scotland.gov.uk

mailto:scottish.ministers@scotland.gsLgov.uk
http://www.scotland.gov.uk



