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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGENERATION COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

25th Meeting, 2013 (Session 4) 
 

Wednesday 2 October 2013 
 
Present: 
 
Richard Baker Cameron Buchanan 
Stuart McMillan Anne McTaggart 
Stewart Stevenson Kevin Stewart (Convener) 
John Wilson (Deputy Convener) 
 
 
The meeting opened at 10.00 am. 
 
1. Delivery of Regeneration in Scotland (in private): The Committee 

considered the evidence received at its meeting on 25 September 2013, as well 
as its approach to the evidence gathered by the inquiry to date. The Committee 
agreed that it now had sufficent evidence relating to regeneration from a 
community perspective and wished to consider the strategic approach taken by 
local authorities, and other bodies involved in regeneration. The Committee also 
agreed to consider an approach to this work, in private, at a future meeting. It 
was agreed to write to Scottish Enterprise seeking information on governance 
arrangements around their role in regeneration. The Committee also agreed to 
write to the Minister for Local Government and Planning in relation to various 
matters pertaining to regeneration.  

 
2. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work programme 

for the period November 2013 to March 2014 and agreed the following— 
 
It was agreed to undertake further pre-legislative scrutiny once the Draft 
Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill and its consultation has been 
published by the Scottish Government.  
 
The Committee agreed, in principle, to consider various aspects of the 
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Bill, shortly to be introduced into the 
Parliament. The Committee recognised that it is likely the Infrastructure 
and Capital Investment Committee will be appointed as the lead 
committee for the consideration of this Bill at Stage 1. The Committee 
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agreed to undertake its scrutiny to add value and support the scrutiny work 
of the lead committee. It was agreed the Convener should write to the 
Convener of the Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee to 
ensure scrutiny is compatible and complimentary to the work of the lead 
committee.  
 
The Committee agreed to undertake its scrutiny of the Procurement 
Reform (Scotland) Bill in November 2013, and to consider a more detailed 
approach to this work, in private, at its next meeting.  
 
In relation to the forthcoming draft National Planning Framework 3 (‘NPF’), 
the Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Local Government and 
Planning, highlighting the issues caused by the timing of the introduction 
of the previous draft NPF in 2008/09, and stating its preference for a laying 
date for the draft NPF3 in January 2014.  
 
The Committee also agreed to timetable evidence sessions on the laid 
draft NPF3, along with consideration of issues for the review of Scottish 
Planning Policy, in January 2014. As part of this work, the Committee 
agreed to consider planning issues raised during its ongoing inquiry on the 
Delivery of Regeneration on Scotland as part of this process. The 
Committee agreed to consider a more detailed approach paper on this 
work, in private, at a future meeting.  
 
The Committee noted the possible introduction of a members’ bill on 
building repairs for its likely Stage 1 consideration. This being the case, 
the Committee agreed to timetable any Stage 1 procedure on the Bill, 
ideally in the first quarter of 2014. The Committee agreed to consider an 
approach paper on the scrutiny of any such bill, in private, at a future 
meeting.  
 
The Committee noted the proposal of the Scottish Government to 
introduce a Licensing (Scotland) Bill and the expectation that the 
Committee will be appointed as the lead committee for Stage 1 
consideration. This being the case, the Committee agreed to undertake 
pre-legislative scrutiny on the policy areas contained in this legislation in 
preparation for such consideration, and to aim to schedule this work as 
part of its programme from February 2014 onwards.  
 
In relation to other work which the Committee considers as part of its 
scrutiny function, it was agreed to invite the Ethical Standards 
Commissioner, and the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman, to give oral 
evidence on their respective annual reports, at separate meetings, in 
December 2013.  
 
The Committee agreed to defer any detailed consideration of the ongoing 
progress of the joint COSLA/SOLACE/Improvement Service 
benchmarking project of local government until the period around Easter 
2014.  
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The Committee noted the possibility for undertaking further inquiry work in 
the period between March and the summer recess 2014, and also agreed 
to consider a paper from the clerk on this issue, in private, at a future 
meeting. The Committee discussed COSLA's proposal to undertake a 
piece of work looking at the structure, shape and functions of local 
government as part of the wider constitutional framework of Scotland. The 
Committee agreed to invite representatives of COSLA to brief it on thier 
proposal in due course.  
 

The meeting closed at 11.35 am. 
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