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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGENERATION COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

17th Meeting, 2015 (Session 4) 
 

Wednesday 3 June 2015 

 
Present: 
 

Clare Adamson Cameron Buchanan 
Willie Coffey Cara Hilton 
Alex Rowley Kevin Stewart (Convener) 
John Wilson (Deputy Convener) 

 
The meeting opened at 10.00 am. 
 
1. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work programme 

for the period September 2015 to March 2016. It agreed to undertake the 
following items of work which will be scheduled, as appropriate, over the period 
from September 2015 to March 2016.  

 

The Committee considered its general approach to scrutiny of the Footway 
Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill, noting issues relating to the 
competence of the Scottish Parliament in relation to various provisions of the 
Bill. The Committee agreed to seek legal advice on these issues. Based on 

such advice, the Committee will then determine its approach to the scrutiny of 
the Bill. 
  
The Committee considered correspondence received in relation to Public 

Petition PE1534 on Equal Rights of Appeal in the planning system. The 
Committee also considered work it has undertaken to date in terms of the 
planning system in Scotland. The Committee agreed to hold a one-off oral 
evidence session with the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Communities & 

Pensioners’ Rights (“the Cabinet Secretary”), and other key stakeholders as 
required, on planning issues. This session will consider various planning issues, 
including local and strategic development plans and the issues raised in 
PE1534.  

  
The Committee agreed to undertake an oral evidence session with the Scottish 
Government and COSLA on the findings of the Commission on Local Tax 
Reform, following the publication of the Commission’s final report on its work.  
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In relation to its inquiry into the 2012 Scottish local government elections, the 
Committee agreed to undertake a follow-up oral evidence session on the 
consultation the Scottish Government carried out in the wake of the 
Committee’s report on its inquiry. The Committee agreed to write to the Cabinet 

Secretary seeking updated information. 
  
On its scrutiny of the SOLACE/IS Local Government Benchmarking Framework, 
the Committee agreed to launch a public call for questions during October and 

November 2015, on public engagement with and the effectiveness of the 
Framework in improving local authority services to the public. The Committee 
also agreed to utilise the resulting responses from its call for questions in its 
scrutiny session on the Framework with SOLACE/IS in early 2016.  

  
The Committee agreed, in principle, to undertake a short focussed inquiry on 
the structure and role of Arm’s Length Organisations (ALEOs) by local 
authorities in Scotland. This will also take into account of issues raised in 

correspondence between the Committee, the Commissioner for Ethical 
Standards in Public Life in Scotland and the Office of the Scottish Charity 
Regulator.  
  

The Committee agreed to undertake a short focussed inquiry on the impact of 
recommendations by the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman (“SPSO”) on 
how well public sector organisations implement changes following 
recommendations of the SPSO. The Committee agreed to consider a further 

approach paper on this work in due course.  
  

The Committee agreed to consider any relevant policy issues arising from the 
UK Scotland Bill 2015 (in terms of the post-referendum Smith Commission 

process) which may impact on its current remit.  
  

The Committee also agreed to undertake its annual oral evidence session with 
the Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland on his annual 

report, in early 2016.  
 
The Committee agreed to consider, in due course, its EU priorities for the 
remainder of the parliamentary Session.  

 
The Committee also agreed to consider, in due course, an approach paper on 
its legacy report to its successor committee in the next Session of the 
Parliament.  

 
In terms of its mainstreamed scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s annual 
budget, the Committee considered and agreed a more detailed approach to its 
scrutiny of local government pension fund investment in supporting capital 

infrastructure development. The Committee agreed the following scope for this 
work— 

 
To examine the ability of Scottish Local Government Pension Funds 

(“LGPFs”) to support the delivery of local capital infrastructure through 
their investment policies by— 
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a. Looking at how current investment vehicles are developed with a 
view to attracting LGPF investment to support the delivery of capital 
infrastructure (such as housing or transport projects etc.) in other 
parts of the UK; 

  
b. Examining perceived barriers to local capital investment vehicles 
and how these link to Funds’ investment strategies, their fiduciary 
duty and the legislative framework; and 

  
c. Considering if there is a role for other public policy initiatives, such 
as City or Region Deals, to help foster an economic environment for 
such investment vehicles to be developed.  

  
Based on the first phase of this work already undertaken, the Committee also 
agreed— 
 

 to seek written evidence from Bradford City Council, as the parent 
authority for the West Yorkshire Pension Fund’s investment strategy, in 
terms of its development of in-house expertise on pension investments;  

 to undertake fact-finding visits to Manchester and Inverclyde to examine 

key issues; 

 to invite COSLA representatives to take part in a fact-finding visit, as 
appropriate;  

 to take any further oral evidence from key stakeholders; 

 to take oral evidence from the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Constitution & Economy and the Cabinet 
Secretary for Social Justice, Communities & Pensioners’ Rights;  

 to report to the Finance Committee on this work, as well as provide 
reports to other relevant subject committees on any relevant issues 
arising; 

 to consider any further approaches to the draft budget, and any draft 

reports on it, in private at future meetings, and 

 to delegate the approval of any witness expenses to the Convener and 
clerks. 

 
2. Annual report (in private): The Committee considered and agreed a draft 

annual report for the parliamentary year from 11 May 2014 to 10 May 2015. 
 
The meeting closed at 11.18 am. 
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