
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM REVENUE SCOTLAND TO THE PUBLIC AUDIT 
COMMITTEE, DATED 17 APRIL 2015 
 
RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DEVOLVED TAXES – JOINT UPDATE FROM 
REVENUE SCOTLAND, REGISTERS OF SCOTLAND AND SCOTTISH 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
Following the above report which I submitted to your Committees on 27 February, I am 
pleased to provide an update on the progress of Revenue Scotland since becoming 
responsible for the collection and management of the devolved taxes on 1 April.  

As anticipated in the report, Revenue Scotland became fully operational on 1 April and 
started collecting the Land and Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) which replaced the 
UK Stamp Duty Land Tax in Scotland on that date.  Users had been able to sign up to 
our electronic tax system since 16 February. Over 2800 users have now done so and 
between 1 April and 16 April, 3478 LBTT returns have been submitted, of which just 
over 1 per cent have been submitted on paper.  

Further development of our systems and processes continues in collaboration with 
stakeholders and includes the facility for the electronic submission of the first returns for 
the Scottish Landfill Tax (SLfT) this summer. [26 landfill operators have registered for 
SLfT since registration opened on 16 February.] 

I thought the Committees might also want to be aware that Dr Keith Nicholson, the 
Chair of Revenue Scotland, and I are due to appear before the Welsh Assembly’s 
Finance Committee on 29 April 2015 to give evidence to their inquiry into the collection 
of devolved taxes in Wales. 

As discussed in my February report, we will shortly be writing to the Committees to 
provide details of Revenue Scotland’s finalised Key Performance Indicators and copies 
of the Memoranda of Understanding with Registers of Scotland (RoS) and the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). 

I hope that this update is useful to the Committees and I would be happy to answer 
any further questions.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

ELEANOR EMBERSON 

 

 
 


