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Dear Secretary of State, 
 
Thank you for your reply to my letter of 24 October. 
 
As you will be aware, Lord Freud met some members of the Committee on 22 
November and I would thank him for taking part in this meeting. 
 
At the meeting, members took the opportunity to discuss a range of matters with 
Lord Freud and were interested to note some details of where your Department’s 
thinking has reached regarding the roll out of Universal Credit.  In particular, the 
Committee noted that the roll out from October 2013 is likely to begin, for Scotland, 
in Glasgow and that the initial caseload of UC claimants will be similar in profile to 
those brought into UC through the Pathfinder projects. 
 
The Committee is now looking into the New Year, and its work of scrutinising the 
Scottish Government’s regulations on passported benefits as well as monitoring the 
impact of the Welfare Reform Act in Scotland.  Members were interested to note that 
you anticipate bringing out more detailed information in January on how Universal 
Credit will look and how people will be supported in accessing the new system. 
 
The Committee would very much welcome the opportunity to discuss this information 
with you. 
 
At the close of the meeting Lord Freud commented that the Committee members 
would understand why the informal nature of these meetings is necessary.  The 
members present took the opportunity to reiterate our view that it would be 
appropriate for a UK Government Minister to appear before a Scottish Parliament 
committee, and I hope that we will be able to include a formal appearance as part of 
your future engagement with the Committee. 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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