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Your say Call for evidence on the impact of welfare  
reform on people with long term disabilities  
 

 
ENABLE Scotland is pleased to be able to facilitate the engagement of our members in the Your 
Say call for evidence on the impact of welfare reform on people who have long term conditions 
and disabilities.  We have pleasure in submitting a video diary to the Welfare Reform Committee 
which captures the concerns of our members, in their own words.   Members and clerks can 
access the film here:   
 
About ENABLE Scotland:  ENABLE Scotland is the largest voluntary organisation in Scotland of 
and for children and adults who have learning disabilities and their families.  We have a strong 
voluntary network with around 4000 members in 45 local branches and via individual membership.  
Around a third of our members have a learning disability.  
 
People who have a learning disability have a significant, lifelong condition that started before 
adulthood. This condition will affect the way that the person’s brain develops which means they 
may need help to: understand information; learn skills; and cope independently. 
 

It is the experience of ENABLE Scotland that people with a learning disability are impacted 
disproportionately by welfare reform as they are more likely to be unemployed than the general 
population and are therefore more likely to require the assistance of the welfare state. Of those 
who are in paid employment, many still retain benefit entitlement by virtue of Disability Living 
Allowance, Tax Credits and Housing and Council Tax Benefit. 

 
About this submission:  At our AGM in November 2013 our members were given a presentation 
to update them on the progress of welfare reform and what these changes might mean for them 
now and in the future.   We explained that the Scottish Parliament’s Welfare Reform Committee 
was interested in hearing their views on this. 
 
Following this presentation, we gave our members the opportunity to take part in a video diary to 
tell the Scottish Parliament how they felt about the changes to the benefit system. 
 
We are therefore pleased to submit this video diary to inform the Your Say process, and we hope 
that this provides a valuable insight for the committee into the worries and problems faced by 
people with a learning disability in Scotland as a result of the welfare reform agenda. 
 
ENABLE Scotland are happy to work with the welfare Reform Committee on any future issues 
where our input might be of assistance, and we look forward to the outcome of the Your Say call 
for evidence with interest. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Jan Savage 
Head of Campaigns and Policy 
ENABLE Scotland 
E: jan.savage@enable.org.uk 
T: 01698 737 067 
M: 07753 498 786 
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