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Dear Minister of State for Employment, 

 
I am writing to invite you to give evidence to the Welfare Reform Committee at the 
Scottish Parliament on the topic of benefit sanctions on 29 April 2014.  The 
Committee is currently inquiring into the use of the revised sanction regime in 
Scotland as a result of current UK Government welfare reforms.   

 
The Committee intends to hold an informal session with those who have been 
directly affected by benefit sanctions on 25 March, and following this on 1 April will 
be a ‘round-table’ session with organisations who have direct involvement with those 
who are being impacted on by sanctions.  To conclude the inquiry into sanctions the 
Committee wishes to gain input from the DWP on the matter. 
 
Unfortunately, since our Committee was formed in 2012, the Committee’s invitations 
to the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and the Minister for Welfare Reform 
to give evidence to the Committee have been declined.  The Committee will continue 
to pursue these invitations, even if you accept our invitation.  It is important that the 
Committee is given the opportunity to take evidence from the Ministers with principle 
responsibility for welfare matters. 
 
However, given that a number of the issues surrounding benefit sanctions fall within 
your ministerial responsibilities, especially the role of Jobcentre Plus and the staff 
which apply the sanctions, the Committee would welcome your attendance at its 
meeting.  In addition, following the evidence you gave to the Work and Pensions 
Committee on 20 November 2013 on their inquiry into the role of Jobcentre Plus 
including the issue of sanctions, I hope that you will also accept this invitation as an 
appropriate Minister responsible to give evidence on sanctions to the Welfare 
Reform Committee. 
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I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael McMahon MSP 
Convener 
Welfare Reform Committee 
 
 
 
 
  


