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My name is Margaret Mitchell and I have a 12 year old son  who has the life limiting 
condition cystic fibrosis. Scott has received DLA since he was diagnosed at 4 mths 
old. In May this year I was sent a DLA form to fill in, which I did with relevant 
information. Scott was turned down for DLA the reason- he can walk unaided and 
requires less than 1 hour personal care a day. 
 
I went to Hamilton Q&A for advice and help. They wrote to DWP asking for a copy of 
the forms and a review of evidence. Whilst waiting for this information, I received a 
letter stating that after reviewing the evidence, they had not changed their decision. I 
have decided to appeal this decision which could take up to 1 year. 
 
Scott keeps reasonably well due to medication and physiotherapy. He also has 
regular Iv antibiotic therapy every three months which involves an overnight hospital 
stay then I complete the two week course at home. This allows Scott to attend 
school and myself to go to work. The iv's are a two week course given three times a 
day at 8am, 4pm and 12midnight. On top of this Scott has regular hospital 
appointments where his condition is closely monitored. He recently spent almost 
three weeks in hospital after complications to insert a new port a cath ( a device to 
administer his Iv medication less painfully). 
 
Scott also has Aspergillus, Stenotrophomonas maltophilia and Bronchiectasis. His 
lung function dropped to 61% during his hospital admission. 
 
I hope you can understand the financial pressure and stress this decision has 
caused myself and my husband. We receive no other financial support for Scott and 
we don't know what the future holds for him. 
 


