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MEETING MINUTES 
 
In attendance: 
 
Richard Lyle MSP (Co-Convener) 
Jeremy Balfour MSP (Co-Convener) 
Johann Lamont MSP 
David Beamer (Secretary) 
Jane Matheson 
Andrew Brown 
Christine Dumonceau 
Gerard Boyle 
John Birrell 
 

Paul Cuthell 
James Blackburn 
Rose Jackson 
John Halliday 
Gordon Swan 
Ruth Mendel 
Morgan Harris 
Jon Levett 
Patrick McGinley 
 
 

Item 1:  Apologies 
 
Alex Rowley MSP 
Fulton MacGregor MSP  
Miles Briggs MSP  
Stuart McMillan MSP  
Willie Coffey MSP 
Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP 
Sandy Sullivan 
Alexander Sullivan 
James Morris 
 

Nigel Lymn Rose 
Ann McMurray 
Stewart Wilson 
Mark Hazelwood 
Rebecca Paterson 
Maureen Gardner 
John Williamson 
Erik Cramb 
 
 
 

Item 2:  Approval of the minutes from the last meeting 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
 
 
Item 3:  Update 
 
All items were to be covered in the agenda items. 
 
 
Item 4:  Funeral Sector Regulation 
 
The Group discussed the latest developments regarding funeral sector regulation and noted that 
the Scottish Government had yet to respond to the report from the Inspector of Funeral 
Directors that was submitted to the Scottish Government before Christmas. 



 
It was agreed to invite Joe Fitzpatrick MSP to speak at the next meeting of the Group to gain 
more insight on the Scottish Government’s plans for the funeral sector. 
 
 
Item 5:  The Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Act and its implementation  
 
A discussion was held on the new cremation application form (Form A1) that contains a question 
about the combined weight of the coffin and the deceased.  This recommendation was put 
forward by the Cremation Regulations Working Group.  The Scottish Government is currently 
completing the guidance notes to explain the options for completing the form. 
 
It was agreed that the Group would request from Joe Fitzpatrick MSP at the next meeting that 
funeral directors and bereavement groups should sit on future working groups.  This was to 
ensure that future forms and regulations take into account their insight.  In the event that the 
Minister was unable to attend, a letter would be sent to the Minister to make the request. 
 
 
Item 6:  Funeral Expense Assistance 
 
The Group welcomed the announcement from the Scottish Government that the Funeral 
Expense Assistance (FEA) will be delivered by the summer 2019. 
 
The co-Conveners confirmed that they would be meeting Shirley-Anne Sommerville MSP in the 
week after the CPG meeting to outline the Group’s view on the support available from the 
Scottish Government.  Richard Lyle MSP stated that pressure should be maintained to increase 
the capped element of the FEA, ideally to double it. 
 
It was agreed that the CPG meeting on 6 November would focus on the support that should be 
available to help those unable to afford a simple funeral. A representative from the Scottish 
Government would be asked to attend the CPG meeting to discuss latest developments on 
funeral bonds.  The meeting would also provide the opportunity to examine the various 
different types of support available in other countries as well as funeral plans. 
 
In advance of the meeting on 6 November, Richard Lyle MSP asked for Group members to feed 
in any questions on the FEA and support mechanisms that could be made available in Scotland 
to the Secretary who will put the questions to civil servants. 
 
 
Item 7:   CMA Funerals Market Study / Pre-paid funeral plan consultation 
 
The Group discussed latest developments with the CMA Funerals Market Study.  The Group 
noted that a new consultation had been launched by the CMA on 28 February 2019 following 
representations that the scope of its proposed market investigation reference should be 
extended to include the funeral services supplied by funeral directors in the United Kingdom 
arising from the redemption of pre-paid funeral plans.  The deadline for responses was 13 
March 2019. 
 



It was agreed that the Group would discuss latest developments regarding the CMA markets 
study and the UK Government’s pre-paid funeral plan consultation process at the next meeting 
of the Group. 
 
 
Item 8:  Future Speakers 
 
It was agreed to invite Joe Fitzpatrick MSP to attend the next meeting of the Group. 
 
The Group would also seek a speaker for the meeting on 6 November with the focus on ways to 
offer greater financial support to those unable to afford a funeral.  This could include the use of 
funeral bonds. 
 
 
Item 9: Date of future meetings 
 
The CPG will meet on the following dates: 
 
 12 June at 6pm 
 6 November at 6pm 

 
 
Item 10: AOB 
 
None. 


