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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Monday 20 April 2020 

Written questions received on 20 April can be found on p.14 of this document. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 20 April) 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

S5W-28244 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is ensuring that dignity is central to its response to food insecurity 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government is committed to supporting communities 
to respond to food insecurity in a manner which places dignity at its heart. 
 
That is why we are taking a ‘cash-first’ approach to food insecurity, which prioritises 
direct financial transfers where possible and desirable. This is being enabled by 
almost doubling our Scottish Welfare Fund, adding an additional £45 million to the 
£35.5 million already committed. We have also made £30 million available and 
issued guidance to local authorities through our Food Fund, which seeks to promote 
dignified access to food. 
 
For those at the highest clinical risk from COVID-19, we are offering enhanced 
support, including working with supermarkets to offer priority delivery slots from w/c 
13 April. This enables individuals without other support to access this essential 
service. 
 
These are some of the ways through which we are supporting dignified access to 
food, founded on principles of human rights. We will continue to be guided by the 
recommendations of the 2015 Short Life Working Group on Food Poverty (The 
Dignity Report) throughout our response to this pandemic. 
 
S5W-28041 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how its Food Fund will operate and who will be eligible to apply. 
 
Aileen Campbell: Of the £70 million Food Fund, £60 million will be directed at 
structured public sector responses. This includes the initial £30 million being made 
available to local authorities to support households who may experience barriers in 
accessing food and up to £30 million to deliver nationally co-ordinated support for 
those clinically at high risk from the coronavirus. 
 
£10 million will support community-based infrastructure, with around £5 million 
committed to date to organisations including FareShare and Food Train.  
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This investment will be complimented by the Wellbeing Fund, which is being 
supplemented with an initial £1 million from the Food Fund to support local 
community food responses, and the Supporting Communities Fund. Further 
information for organisations seeking to access this support can be found on the 
SCVO Coronavirus Third Sector Information Hub: 
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/for-organisations/scottish-
government. 
 
S5W-28146 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with supermarkets regarding prioritising older 
and vulnerable people for deliveries during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
John Swinney: We have been engaged in detailed discussions with supermarkets 
since the end of March about prioritising deliveries during the COVID-19 outbreak, to 
support all those at the highest clinical risk from COVID-19 to self-isolate, or ‘shield’. 
People at the highest clinical risk are those who have received a letter from the Chief 
Medical Officer asking them to stringently self-isolate for at least 12 weeks. From  
9 April, people in this group have been able to request that their details are passed 
to supermarkets so that they can be offered priority delivery slots from week 
commencing 13 April.  
 
This new priority supermarket delivery offer is in addition to the national contract 
already established with Brakes and Bidfood, which has been delivering food and 
household items to thousands of ‘shielding’ people across Scotland since 3 April.  
 
There are many people who are not in the clinical high-risk ‘shielded’ group, but are 
otherwise at risk, and we are working to ensure that support can be provided to 
these groups. This will include continued dialogue with retailers to see what further 
action may be possible in relation to supporting vulnerable groups, and we are also 
aware that some supermarkets are offering priority delivery slots for older people. 
There is, however, unprecedented demand for online supermarket deliveries, which 
far exceeds the capacity which is available, and so we are working to ensure other 
support is available.  
 
S5W-28181 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many key workers have been identified in each local authority area in response 
to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
John Swinney: In response to Coronavirus (COVID-19), the key worker definition 
was developed to support the delivery of critical childcare and learning provision. It 
aims to ensure that children of key workers can still get learning and childcare if their 
parents or carers absolutely must work away from home or cannot carry out their 
critical functions whilst working from home and caring for their children. The Scottish 
Government has stated within its guidance that we cannot designate whole 
workforces or entire groups of staff key workers. The number of key workers in each 
local authority area is not held centrally. The data that has been provided by local 

https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/for-organisations/scottish-government
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/for-organisations/scottish-government
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authorities indicates that around 1% of the relevant school and early year’s 
population have been attending local authority hubs since schools were asked to 
close. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

S5W-28139  

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance it has given to insurance companies regarding 
businesses with interruption insurance for contagious diseases or public 
emergencies that does not cover COVID-19. 

Fiona Hyslop: As the regulation of financial services is reserved to the UK 
Government, Scottish Ministers are unable to directly intervene in the commercial 
decisions made by financial services companies. 

However, I spoke with Alastair Ross, Chair of the Association of British Insurers, on 
31 March and made clear the expectation of Scottish Ministers that the industry does 
everything it reasonably can to support businesses and citizens at this difficult time. 

S5W-28238 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of concerns regarding a shortage of equipment for some care 
workers, what consideration it is giving to working with small businesses that can 
adapt supplies to make personal protective equipment. 
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Minister for Trade, Investment and Innovation Ivan McKee is 
leading a Working Group tasked with supporting the supply of manufactured 
products such as ventilators, personal protection equipment (PPE), hand sanitiser 
and testing kits to NHS Scotland. Alongside the Scottish Government, Scottish 
Enterprise and the National Manufacturing Institute Scotland are coordinating efforts 
to mobilise the Scottish business community to support the NHS with the sourcing of 
vital supplies. 
 
Mr McKee wrote to enterprise agency account managed companies, our Global 
Scots network and business organisations across Scotland asking for assistance in 
supplying and/or manufacturing key items for the NHS. Scottish companies have 
risen to the challenge and NHS Scotland is now working with a range of Scottish 
textiles producers and fabricators to meet exceptionally high demand for PPE. 
 
S5W-28210 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it is providing to seasonal workers who started work after 
the 29 February 2020 deadline and are not eligible for assistance through the job 
retention scheme incentive that has been set up in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
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Jamie Hepburn: In certain circumstances, seasonal workers who started work after 
28 February, and were on the employer’s PAYE payroll scheme on or prior to 19 
March, will be eligible for furlough.  
 
The Scottish Government is working to ensure that people who are not eligible for 
support through the UK Government’s interventions, including seasonal workers who 
cannot access the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS), are aware of 
alternative support available to them through the welfare system. We would 
encourage those who have seen their income reduce as a result of COVID-19 to 
check whether they are eligible for benefits from the UK Government such as 
Universal Credit, Jobseeker’s Allowance and Employment and Support Allowance. 
 
As part of the Scottish Government’s response to COVID-19, we are providing an 
additional £45 million for the Scottish Welfare Fund, a form of locally administered 
financial assistance. This more than doubles the current £35.5 million Fund and will 
be accompanied by an increase in flexibilities and new guidance to make sure this 
fund is accessible to people in financial hardship.  
 
We are also supporting people to find other employment opportunities, including 
seasonal labour through: 

• OurSkillsForce.co.uk; 

• the SDS My World of World Job Hub; 

• the Skills Matching Service being hosted by Lantra Scotland for skilled and 
semi-skilled labour in the agricultural industry and animal welfare 
www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/skills-matching-service and 

 
The Scottish Tourism Alliance for tourism and hospitality sector workers: 
https://scottishtourismalliance.co.uk/new-job-finding-service-for-tourism-and-
hospitality-workers-launched/ 
 
S5W-28135 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance it has given to insurance companies that plan to remove 
cover against the effects of pandemics from business interruption provisions 
when policies come up for renewal. 
 
Fiona Hyslop: As the regulation of financial services is reserved to the UK 
Government, Scottish Ministers are unable to directly intervene in the commercial 
decisions made by financial services companies. However, I spoke with Alastair 
Ross, Chair of the Association of British Insurers, on 31 March and made clear the 
expectation of Scottish Ministers that the industry does everything it reasonably can 
to support businesses and citizens at this difficult time. 
 

 

 

  

https://www.ourskillsforce.co.uk/
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/jobhub
https://www.scotland.lantra.co.uk/skills-matching-service
https://scottishtourismalliance.co.uk/new-job-finding-service-for-tourism-and-hospitality-workers-launched/
https://scottishtourismalliance.co.uk/new-job-finding-service-for-tourism-and-hospitality-workers-launched/
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

S5W-28218 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, what guidance it has 
provided regarding the financial support that is available to operators of self-catering 
accommodation that is let for at least 140 days a year and who have income from 
other sources, resulting in them being ineligible for retail, hospitality and leisure 
business relief as they do not meet the requirement that self-catering provides their 
primary source of earned income. 
 
Kate Forbes: Self-catering accommodation and caravans may be eligible for grant 
funding if they were let out for 140 days or more in financial year 2019-20 and 
receipts represent a primary source of income for the ratepayer (for example, one 
third or more). 
 
There are many other packages of support available to businesses including 100% 
non-domestic rates relief for retail, hospitality and leisure properties including self-
catering accommodation for one year, the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan 
Scheme and the Self-employment Income Support Scheme. Information on the 
range of packages available can be found on the Find Business Support website 
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice.  
 
In addition, the Scottish Government has just announced a £100 million fund to help 
micro and SME businesses and the newly self-employed not eligible for other 
schemes and with immediate cashflow issues. 
 
S5W-28305 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when it will provide the necessary guidance to 
Dumfries and Galloway Council to allow grant payments to be made to eligible self-
catering businesses under the COVID-19 support scheme. 
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government provided guidance to local authorities 
regarding the grant funding schemes on 30 March 2020. This guidance can be 
accessed here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-
5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/ 
 
S5W-28221 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason operators of self-catering accommodation are eligible 
for financial support in response to the COVID-19 outbreak only if they provide 
evidence that this provides their primary source of earned income and that the 
property is let for at least 140 days a year, given that self-catering operators in 
England do not have to provide such evidence in order to receive financial support 
from the UK Government. 
 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
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Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has introduced a scheme that delivers for 
the needs of Scottish businesses and offers better value for money for the Scottish 
taxpayer. The Barclay Review of Non-Domestic Rates identified that some second 
homes may be listed as self-catering properties in order to avoid property tax and the 
eligibility criteria for the grant scheme seek to ensure that the grant is only available 
to genuine self-catering businesses where the property represents a primary source 
of earnings for the ratepayer. This will reduce the risk that exists of significant 
benefits accruing to second home owners. 
 
S5W-28157 

Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will extend rates relief to estate agents. 
 
Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government is determined to support businesses 
during this time, and we are offering a package of support worth £2.2 billion for 
businesses who can now claim rates relief and apply for one-off grants to help them 
deal with the impact of the coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak. 

 
Estate agents will be able to benefit from the 1.6% universal rates relief in 2020-21, 
which will apply automatically to their non-domestic rates bills.  
 
Small estate agents claiming the Small Business Bonus Scheme or Rural Relief may 
also be eligible for a £10,000 one-off business support grant in 2020-21. 
 
S5W-28258 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has received in Barnett 
consequentials as a result of the UK Government's policy to establish business 
support grants of (a) £10,000 and (b) £25,000 to support businesses during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government has been allocated Barnett 
consequentials of £1,206 million in relation to these grants. 
 
 
S5W-28211 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to introduce a financial assistance package in response 
to the COVID-19 outbreak that will allow each franchised retail property to apply for a 
cash grant of £25,000 as opposed to just one, similar to that in England. 
 
Ben Macpherson: On 15 April, the Scottish Government announced the Second 
Phase of the Business Grants Funding Scheme which will commence on 5 May and 
expands upon the measures announced on 18 March 2020. 
 
The new measures are specifically aimed at ratepayers with more than one property. 
In addition to the 100% grant on their first eligible property, ratepayers with additional 



7 
 

qualifying properties will be eligible to apply for a 75% grant on each additional 
property. This will make available Small Business Grants of £7,500 and Retail, 
Hospitality and Leisure Grants of £18,750 on any additional qualifying properties that 
a ratepayer may have, subject to compliance with EU State Aid Rules. 
 
We have also extended the eligibility for the £10,000 Small Business Grant to 
additional ratepayers not covered by the original scheme. Eligibility for this scheme 
has been extended to: 

• Ratepayers that hold one or more properties within retail, hospitality or leisure, 
with individual rateable values not exceeding £18,000, and a cumulative 
rateable value between £35,001 and £51,000 will now be eligible for the Small 
Business Grant Scheme on each of their retail, hospitality or leisure 
properties; 

• Sports clubs eligible for the Small Business Bonus Scheme but in receipt of 
discretionary sports relief; 

• Properties eligible for the Small Business Bonus Scheme but in receipt of 
Enterprise Areas relief; and 

• Arms’ Length External Organisations where they meet the eligibility criterion. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

S5W-27906 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is planning to increase the availability of intensive care beds and 
the capacity of hospitals to cope with a large-scale outbreak of the coronavirus, 
COVID-19. 
 
Jeane Freeman: The international standard for an appropriate pandemic response 
is to double ICU capacity. NHS Scotland has more than trebled its adult ICU 
capacity, from a base of 173 beds to a surge capacity of 585. These beds will be 
brought into use as needs dictate, on a daily basis. Given the scale of the current 
emergency, we have asked Health Boards to go further by preparing to quadruple 
the base ICU capacity; bringing the total number of adult beds to over 700.  
 
This increase in ICU bed capacity includes increased staffing delivered through 
internal redeployment supported by education and training which is being locally 
provided to meet the needs of each Board. The Chief Nursing Officer issued 
guidance to all Boards to support the deployment of Nursing, AHP, Pharmacy and 
other staff in Critical Care. 
 
S5W-28072 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures are in place and what advice it has provided to 
pharmacies regarding social-distancing in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
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Jeane Freeman: Most if not all, community pharmacies have introduced measures 
to reduce risks to pharmacy staff, including restricting the number of people in the 
premises at any one time and ensuring safe distancing guidelines are followed. 
 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has published COVID-19 advice for pharmacies. 
This advice is available at https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-
container/covid-19-advice-for-pharmacies/. This advice includes the guidance that 
staff must make every effort to ensure 2 metre social distancing rules are applied. 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is recommended where 2 metre social 
distancing cannot be maintained. Community pharmacies will soon be receiving a 
supply of face masks to be worn where social distancing cannot be maintained. 
 
We have also arranged for posters to be displayed in every community pharmacy 
advising members of the public to respect measures put in place in community 
pharmacies for their safety and to follow any instructions given. 
 
We will continue to work with colleagues at Community Pharmacy Scotland and NHS 
Directors of Pharmacy to ensure we are taking the appropriate measures to support 
the essential work of the whole pharmacy network.  
 
S5W-28059 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any decisions have been made to reduce clinical face-to-face 
contact unless absolutely necessary, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland have produced guidance for clinicians 
on managing suspected cases of COVID-19, this can be accessed here: 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/ 
 
We are accelerating the role out of the NHS Near Me provision in GP practices and 
hospital-based services, allowing video consultations to take place where 
appropriate and reduce face to face contact between patients and medical 
professionals. 
 
S5W-28075 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-27290 by Jeane Freeman on 20 
February 2020, how much of the remaining £703 million of Waiting Times 
Improvement Plan funding will be allocated to chronic pain services in 2020-21, 
broken down by NHS board. 
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government are currently dealing with an 
unprecedented health emergency (COVID-19) and therefore all activities associated 
with the Waiting Times Improvement Plan are presently on hold to allow NHS 
Scotland to concentrate on the immediate care of those affected by the current 
outbreak. Following the conclusion of the crisis, the Scottish Government will 
continue work on the Waiting Times Improvement Plan again, which will include the 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-advice-for-pharmacies/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-advice-for-pharmacies/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/
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allocation of resources to NHS Boards to improve waiting times across all their 
services, including chronic pain. 
 
S5W-28058 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether a trial of the drug, hydroxychloroquine, has been instigated by 
the NHS to tackle the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Jeane Freeman: The Randomised Evaluation of COVID-19 Therapy (or 
“RECOVERY” trial) is a Covid-19 related Clinical Trial currently recruiting patients in 
NHS Scotland. It is a multi-arm adaptive study, looking at a number of potential 
treatments, one of which is the compound hydroxychloroquine. 
 
S5W-28124 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will provide personal protective equipment for funeral directors in response to 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government understands the importance of protecting 
the funeral sector from the risk of infectious transmission of COVID-19 via contact 
with the deceased.  
 
We advise that, taking account of the latest evidence based health guidance, 
organisations should ensure that their key frontline workers are appropriately 
equipped and, where there is a real need for PPE, the first option should be to 
endeavour to utilise and develop their existing supply chains and networks. 
 
To oversee the effective implementation of additional deaths planning for COVID-19 
in Scotland, a national group has been established, which includes Funeral Director 
representatives, and is linked to the Scottish Government PPE Group working hard 
to address PPE supplies across all sectors.  
 
We have been working very closely with stakeholders from across the funeral 
industry to ensure they have access to the most up to date information relevant to 
them, including guidance from Health Protection Scotland, and information from the 
Royal College of Pathologists which outlines the PPE required for care of the 
deceased during the COVID-19 pandemic based upon the official advice.  
 
In addition to this, we published guidance for funeral directors and burial and 
cremation authorities, which includes the use of appropriate PPE for infection 
control, on 13 April to further help these organisations manage their services during 
the current pandemic. 
 
S5W-28143 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether funeral directors have been issued with (a) appropriate 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-directors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-burial-and-cremation-authorities/
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personal protective equipment and (b) sector-specific COVID-19 guidance on 
infection control. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28124 on  
20 April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

S5W-28144 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people are currently permitted to attend funerals and burial 
services, and what COVID-19 (a) guidance and (b) personal protective equipment 
has been given to (i) grave diggers and (ii) other local authority staff working in this 
sector. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government recognises how important it is that 
people are able to grieve the passing of a loved one. However, in order to protect the 
most vulnerable in society we need to respect social distancing. 
 
Under the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 the following people are allowed attend a funeral service: 

• members of the deceased’s household; 

• close family members of the deceased; or 

• if no-one in the above two categories is attending, a friend of the deceased. 
There is no maximum number of attendees set out in the regulations. In line with 
wider public health advice though, families are advised that in-person attendance of 
funeral services should be kept to the minimum number of people possible and that 
social distancing should be complied with. These requirements are set out in detailed 
advice on NHS Inform about social distancing and self-isolation and Scottish 
Government guidance on funeral services. 
 
Adherence to these regulations and wider NHS Inform advice on social distancing is 
important to help stop the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst communities. 
 
In relation to parts a and b I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28124 
on 20 April 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
S5W-28245 

Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is ensuring that vulnerable people can get access to retailer 
home delivery slots. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government and Food Standards Scotland have put 
in place a system to support the shielded population; that is those that are high 
clinical risk living in Scotland. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-social-distancing
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-social-distancing
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-infection
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-funeral-services/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-social-distancing
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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This service is being provided by two food distribution companies – Brakes and 
Bidfood - and Local Authorities via local resilience partnerships. We are also working 
with supermarkets, Tesco, Asda, Morrison’s, Iceland, Waitrose and Sainsbury’s 
along with National Health Service colleagues, to facilitate priority access to online 
supermarket delivery slots for those that fall within this high clinical risk group. Text 
messages were issued to shielded individuals on 9th April and the process of priority 
online deliveries has commenced.  
 
Vulnerable people can also contact their Local Authority via an established helpline 
to facilitate local access to food. 
 
S5W-28328 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration has been given to increased precautions for those 
taking exercise in public during the COVID-19 outbreak, such as applying an 
increased social distance or requiring other precautions to be taken. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government considers the latest health advice and 
global evidence when looking at our guidance. Undertaking daily physical activity is 
vital to both our physical and mental health. This can be achieved safely providing 
the current guidance on social distancing is observed. This includes staying at least 
2 meters away from others and only exercising once per day on your own or with 
members of your household.   
 
Should circumstances change, we will amend our social distancing and hygiene 
guidance for people exercising in accordance with the latest scientific evidence. 
 
S5W-28383 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on the handling of the recent ballot of football clubs by the SPFL in 
relation to the release and distribution of money to clubs as a consequence of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, and the impact that this may have on promoting the game and 
its reputation. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We recognise the significant impact the pandemic is having on our 
national game and are working closely with the football authorities on issues specific 
to all levels of the game and to ensure clubs receive the right business support and 
advice. 
 
Sporting issues like these, however, are solely for the SPFL and its members. 
 
S5W-28420 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to financially support community sports clubs and organisations 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
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Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government, in conjunction with sportscotland, will 
continue to work closely with all partners to understand their specific circumstances 
in supporting community sport to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 and will consider 
these as part of our ongoing commitment to determine what further support might be 
needed. We are helping sporting organisations and groups to access the various 
funding streams available for community sport organisations which can be found on 
the COVID-19 dedicated pages on the sportscotland website. Particularly, the job 
retention scheme, non-domestic rates relief and the third sector resilience fund.  
 
sportscotland have communicated to all Scottish governing bodies of sport and local 
partners that they will receive six months of their annual investment in April/May, 
totalling £16.4m. They have also relaxed the usual targets or outcomes they would 
normally attach to this funding. This will allow recipients to mitigate the worst of the 
immediate impact on their operations, protect jobs, and continue to support their 
clubs and communities. 
 
Further to these, we announced on 15 April additional support for business including 
£120m to widen eligibility for the business grant scheme to additional ratepayers. A 
one-off £10,000 grant is available to small sports clubs eligible for the Small 
Business Bonus Scheme but in receipt of discretionary sports relief and rateable 
values under £18,000 but whose cumulative rateable value is between £35,000 and 
£51,000. 
 
S5W-28348 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government who the 
Chief Medical Officer's (CMO) line manager is; who will decide who the new CMO 
will be; when they will be appointed, and who made the decision to appoint the 
interim CMO. 
 
Kate Forbes: Malcolm Wright, Chief Executive NHS Scotland and Director General 
(DG) Health & Social Care is the line manager for the Chief Medical Officer (CMO). 
Dr Gregor Smith, who was the Deputy CMO has been appointed to the role on an 
interim basis to provide continuity during the current COVID-19 pandemic. This 
decision was made by DG Health & Social Care in consultation with the Permanent 
Secretary and given consideration by the Civil Service Commission and the First 
Minister. A decision on when to run the recruitment process to appoint a permanent 
CMO will be made by DG Health & Social Care in due course. It is not possible to set 
a timescale for that at present as key individuals, including DG Health & Social Care, 
who would normally be involved in the selection process are unable to devote time to 
it given the critical nature of their own work. The process will be undertaken in line 
with the Civil Service Commission Recruitment Principles and will be chaired by a 
Civil Service Commissioner. 
 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 
S5W-28161 

Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidelines there are for a household 
with a person who has a high risk of contracting COVID-19 regarding non-residential 
contact between a child in that household and a parent who lives elsewhere. 
 
Ash Denham: During this unprecedented situation, it is expected that everyone 
should be staying at home wherever possible. One of the exceptions set out in the 
Health Protection (Coronavirus)(Restrictions)(Scotland) Regulations 2020 for leaving 
the house is if children don’t live with both parents. However, this does not mean 
they must move between homes.  
 
The Lord President has issued guidance on compliance with contact orders during 
the Coronavirus crisis. The Scottish Government has also published information on 
the parent club website on compliance with court orders and more informal 
arrangements. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/103/part/4/made
https://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/coming-to-court/attending-a-court/coronavirus
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/coronavirus-and-your-family
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Tuesday 21 April 2020 

Written questions lodged on 20 April 2020 (Expected answer date: 4 

May) 

S5W-28510 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it has imposed a limit on the number of additional properties that 
eligible business ratepayers can apply for COVID-19 grant support. 

S5W-28511 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government 
whether retail, hospitality and leisure business ratepayers that are eligible for 
the £25,000 COVID-19 business support grant and have more than one 
property will also be eligible to apply for the 75% grant for each additional 
property. 

S5W-28512 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how much 
has been allocated to the additional property grant support for businesses that 
are eligible for the £25,000 COVID-19 business support grant. 

S5W-28513 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether wills are still 
being processed by the court system during the COVID-19 outbreak, and 
whether there are any barriers to this work being carried out remotely. 

S5W-28514 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to implement each of the 29 recommendations made by the 
Drug Deaths Taskforce in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, which were 
published on 16 April 2020. 

S5W-28524 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing to (a) monitor and (b) support the wellbeing of children who have been 
identified as vulnerable but are not attending childcare hubs. 

S5W-28525 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will publish the daily childcare setting attendance figures reported to it by local 
authorities, and how this compares to projected attendance, broken down by 
(a) key worker category and (b) number of vulnerable children. 

S5W-28526 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
children have been identified as vulnerable in each local authority area, and 
what percentage on average have been attending childcare hubs each week. 

S5W-28527 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it is gathering on the provision of care for (a) vulnerable children 
and (b) children of key workers. 

S5W-28529 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people have been cautioned under provisions in the Coronavirus (Scotland) 
Act 2020 for contravening social distancing measures. 

S5W-28530 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assessment Police Scotland has made of the percentage of compliance with 
social distancing measures. 

S5W-28534 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its response 
is to the reported comments of a former chief medical officer in response to 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28510
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28511
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28512
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28513
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28514
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28524
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28525
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28526
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28527
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28529
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28530
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28534
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the COVID-19 outbreak that it should "Test, test, test. Trace the contacts and 
isolate them". 

S5W-28535 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 
planned 1.2 million COVID-19 tests in sentinel practices have been carried 
out. 

S5W-28536 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide public money to support companies that are being affected by 
COVID-19 and are registered in tax havens. 

S5W-28537 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
encourage the public to use face masks to limit the spread of COVID-19. 

S5W-28538 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
instigate an immediate programme of mass testing and tracking following the 
COVID-19 lockdown period. 

S5W-28539 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
resources it has provided the Scottish Ambulance Service with in response to 
the COVID-19 outbreak, and how these have been used. 

S5W-28541 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many care 
home residents have been tested for COVID-19 in each week since 23 March 
2020. 

S5W-28542 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many care 
home residents have been hospitalised with suspected COVID-19 in each 
week since 23 March 2020. 

S5W-28543 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether there 
will be a review of the death certificates for all people who have died in care 
homes during the COVID-19 outbreak to ensure that all causes of death are 
listed. 

S5W-28544 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many care 
homes (a) were issued with an improvement notice, (b) had conditions applied 
to their registration and (c) had their registration cancelled by the Care 
Inspectorate between 1 January and 30 April 2019, and how this compares 
with the same period in 2020. 

S5W-28547 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the 
COVID-19 outbreak is having on the capacity of the Care Inspectorate to visit 
care homes, and how the number of visits in (a) March and (b) April 2020 
compares with the same period in 2019. 

S5W-28548 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
accelerate investment in infrastructure construction projects once the COVID-
19 restrictions are lifted. 

S5W-28549 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what major 
housing developments are planned for 2020-21, and whether the start dates 
will be reviewed to bring forward spending. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28535
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28536
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28537
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28538
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28539
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28541
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28542
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28543
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28544
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28547
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28548
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28549
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S5W-28550 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) road 
and (b) rail infrastructure projects are planned for 2020-21, and whether the 
start dates will be reviewed to bring forward spending. 

S5W-28551 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have been tested for COVID-19 via the community hub model since it began 
operating. 

S5W-28552 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people who have died from COVID-19 had (a) heart disease, (b) diabetes, (c) 
experienced a stroke, (d) cancer and (e) a lung condition. 

S5W-28555 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
is on track to halve childhood obesity by 2030, and what action it is taking to 
achieve this. 

S5W-28556 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on the number of people who have died at home from heart 
failure each day since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak, and how this 
compares to figures prior to the outbreak. 

S5W-28558 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
asked the UK Government not to provide COVID-19 business support to 
companies that (a) pay out dividends, (b) buy back shares and (c) are 
registered in tax havens. 

S5W-28559 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how it is 
supporting local authorities in tackling fly tipping during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

S5W-28562 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what 
business relief in response to the COVID-19 outbreak is offered to proprietors 
of guest houses that are not eligible for small business support grants 
because their businesses are also domestic properties.  

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28550
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28551
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28552
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28555
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28556
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28558
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28559
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28562

