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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 23 April 2020 
 
A link to Members’ Virtual Question Time on Education and Skills, where oral 

questions and answers relating to COVID-19 can be found, is included at page 

5. 

Written questions lodged on 23 April can be found on page 6 of this document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 23 April) 
 

Government initiated question lodged and answered on 23 April 2020 

 
S5W-28662 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish more 
detail on Scotland’s approach to transition through the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has today published COVID-19: A 
Framework for decision-making. It sets out some of the challenges Scotland faces and 
outlines the approach and principles that will guide us as we make decisions about 
transitioning out of the current lockdown arrangements. As a government we will listen 
to the best scientific advice and to the people of Scotland as we make our judgements. 
This is a living document and will be updated as evidence, modelling, and our 
assessment of the different options open to us develops. We will seek to engage at 
every opportunity and be open and transparent as our thinking evolves. 

 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
S5W-28260 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many prisoners are in the category of people who, in line with its 
advice, should be protected through shielding during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the number 
of people in prison who require protection through shielding.  
 
Healthcare provision in prisons is the responsibility of local Health Boards and 
Integration Joint Boards. The NHS has identified people in prison who meet the criteria 
for shielding.  
 
S5W-28645 

Angela Constance (Almond Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to encourage migrants and others to seek NHS treatment 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28662
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/04/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/govscot%3Adocument/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/04/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/govscot%3Adocument/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making.pdf
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when they suspect they have contracted COVID-19, including those who may be 
reluctant to do so due to their immigration status in the UK. 
 
Jeane Freeman: At the end of January this year we amended the National Health 
Service (Charges to Overseas Visitors) (Scotland) Regulations 1989, to ensure that 
anyone seeking treatment for coronavirus in Scotland, regardless of their nationality 
or immigration status, is entitled to receive such treatment without charge. This is 
regardless of whether or not they have approached the NHS for healthcare in the past. 
They should follow the national guidance on accessing coronavirus treatment in 
exactly the same way as those who are ordinarily resident in Scotland. 
 
The provision of healthcare in Scotland is, of course a matter for the Scottish 
Government and is in no way linked to immigration, which, at this time, is the 
responsibility of the Home Office. Anyone who requires urgent or immediate NHS 
treatment in Scotland will receive it, regardless of their ability to pay when charges 
apply. And there is no question of their details being passed to the Home Office by 
NHS Scotland for immigration enforcement purposes. 
 
My officials have updated the Scottish Covid-19 guidance on the Scottish Government 
and NHSinform web pages to further highlight that coronavirus treatment is available 
to everyone without charge, and that our NHS, which is focused on saving lives and 
containing Covid-19, does not share patients’ details with the Home Office for 
immigration enforcement purposes. This information will also be relayed to third sector 
organisations that support migrants, refugees and asylum seekers and others who 
may be reluctant to seek NHS treatment for whatever reason. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
S5W-28086 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the UK 
Government regarding implications for the oil and gas industry in Scotland, in light of 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Paul Wheelhouse: The Scottish Government has regular engagement with the 
energy sector, Oil and Gas UK, the Oil and Gas Authority and UK (BEIS) Ministers 
and officials on the industry’s challenge in response to COVID-19 and the longer term 
issues facing the sector and its supply chain as a result of the low oil and gas prices. 
 
I have specifically held a number of strategic engagements with the sector in recent 
weeks, in response to the onset of COVID-19, including with Oil and Gas UK, the Oil 
and Gas Authority and the offshore unions, and holding a meeting of the Scottish 
Government’s Oil and Gas Energy Transition Strategic Leadership Group to hear 
directly from stakeholders on the immediate and longer term challenges affecting the 
sector. Last week, I had the opportunity to directly address the Oil and Gas UK 
Operator and Contractor Council virtual meetings and to answer questions raised with 
me. 
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I have also spoken with the UK Energy Minister, Kwasi Kwarteng MP, where it was 
agreed that we will have regular discussions going forward and, indeed, we are 
working closely at official and Ministerial level to address the pressures on the industry. 
 
S5W-28240 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what arrangements it has put in place to improve broadband connectivity 
in rural and island communities to support the increased number of people working 
from home due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Paul Wheelhouse: Scottish Government Ministers and officials are in regular contact 
with telecoms operators who inform us that their networks are coping with the 
additional traffic seen as a result of COVID-19 social distancing measures. The 
increased number of people working from home and home schooling has seen 
daytime usage on fixed line broadband networks double. However, this increased 
usage remains below the levels seen normally during ‘evening peak’ demand that the 
networks are designed to handle. Clearly, with appropriate health and safety measures 
in place, maintenance and repairs to what is critical national infrastructure will continue 
during this period of constraints on construction activity, and consideration of new build 
work must only be undertaken in line with Scottish Government construction guidance 
in force. 
 
Of course, thanks to the truly transformative results already delivered by the Digital 
Scotland Superfast Broadband (DSSB) programme, connectivity on Scotland's islands 
is much better than it would have been without public sector intervention. For example, 
superfast coverage in the Highlands and Islands currently stands at 80.8% of premises 
– up from just 16.4% when DSSB deployment began.  
 
We continue to engage with the UK Government on these important matters and 
industry, with the latter having announced on 29 March a series of measures to 
support vulnerable customers including a commitment to work with customers facing 
financial difficulty due to Covid-19. Fixed line operators have removed data caps and 
mobile providers have offered increased data allowances at lower cost and 
additional minutes, to keep customers connected at this difficult time. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

S5W-28295 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, what financial support is available for 
people who have been self-employed for less than a full financial year and have yet to 
submit an annual tax return. 
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Cabinet Secretary for Finance announced on 15 April that 
funding of around £220 million of further grants are being made available for 
businesses - including the recently self-employed. 
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This new package of measures includes £120 million to extend the Small Business 
Grant scheme and a further £100 million fund is also being made available to protect 
self-employed people and viable micro and SME businesses in financial difficulty due 
to COVID-19.  
 
£34 million of this funding is dedicated to a Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund which 
will offer grants of £2,000 to the newly self-employed facing hardship. 
 
This fund will be channelled through local authorities and enterprise agencies to target 
newly self-employed people and businesses who are ineligible for other Scottish 
Government or UK Government schemes.  
 
Updates and information on this funding and other sources of business information 
and support is regularly updated and can be accessed through the Scottish Enterprise 
website at: https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice/. 

 
 
 
  

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice/
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 23 APRIL 2020 

Members’ Virtual Question Time - Portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Questions and answers can be found in the Official Report of proceedings here.

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12610


6 
 

WRITTEN QUESTIONS LODGED ON 23 APRIL 2020  
 
 
Written questions lodged on 23 April 2020 (Expected answer date: 7 May) 

 
S5W-28658 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it was advised 
by (a) its and (b) the UK advisory group on COVID-19 that there should be a 
lockdown in response to the outbreak, and whether it will publish the advice 
that was provided. 
S5W-28660 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it decided to 
introduce a lockdown in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, and whether it will 
publish the advice that it received that led to this decision. 
S5W-28661 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
considering removing or lowering the Protecting Vulnerable 
Groups (PVG) membership scheme fee, in light of the need for volunteers 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28663 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have been contacted through contact tracing following a patient testing positive 
for COVID-19 on each day since 1 February 2020. 
S5W-28664 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position 
was up until 21 April 2020 on discharging patients from hospitals to care homes 
without first testing them for COVID-19; what its position has been since then, 
and for what reason there has been any change in its position. 
S5W-28665 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on the (a) status and (b) location of patients who were in hospitals waiting 
on care packages (delayed discharge cases) and who have been discharged 
to increase capacity for COVID-19 patients on each day since 1 February 2020. 
S5W-28666 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has 
been taking to tackle scams since the announcement in the 2019 Programme 
for Government of a scams prevention strategy; whether it is on track to publish 
this strategy before September 2020, and what estimate it has made of the 
scale in any increase of scams during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28669 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the concerns regarding the potential impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on the 
higher education sector, what action it is taking to reassure staff and students 
that it has a coherent plan to retain capacity across the sector following the end 
of lockdown period, which will aim to ensure stability and maintain the positive 
impact that higher education can bring to the country. 
S5W-28671 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government whether, as part of 
the economic recovery phase from the COVID-19 outbreak, it will consider an 
approach similar to that being planned by Bavaria regarding the temporary re-
purposing of some public sector jobs, in consultation with the trade unions, and 
the creation of new job opportunities arising from contact tracing or other 
similar initiatives. 
S5W-28672 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, what flexibility will be given to local authorities regarding 
the submission of their annual accounts. 
S5W-28673 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
businesses in Clackmannanshire are in receipt of the Small Business Bonus. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28658
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28660
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28661
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28663
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28664
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28665
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28666
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28669
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28671
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28672
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28673
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S5W-28674 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will provide transport to test centres for social care staff with suspected COVID-
19, in line with what is offered to healthcare workers. 
S5W-28675 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many deaths 
there have been in care homes in each local authority area since 1 March 2020, 
also expressed per head of the population for each council. 
S5W-28678 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
being provided to autistic children who are unable to attend the COVID-19 
hubs because (a) their parents or guardians are not considered to be key 
workers, (b) they are not considered a child protection risk or (c) they are 
unable to social distance. 
S5W-28679 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government whether a 
phased return to school is being considered for children with additional 
needs for whom social distancing during the COVID-19 outbreak is more 
difficult, particularly for those with physical requirements.  
S5W-28680 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that 
all personal protective equipment (PPE) being used by female health and social 
care staff fits properly, in light of concerns that some PPE may be designed for 
male sizes only. 
S5W-28681 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
support children with additional support needs who will not be able to benefit 
from transition support because of the COVID-19 outbreak, particularly 
between (a) Nursery-P1 and (b) P7-S1. 
S5W-28682 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
increase the frequency of publication during the COVID-19 outbreak of 
statistical and management information regarding (a) applications, (b) 
decisions, (c) payments and (d) expenditure for (i) the Scottish Welfare Fund 
and (ii) locally administered council tax reduction. 
S5W-28683 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government whether Scottish 
Choices for universal credit remains operational, and what management 
information regarding applications for the scheme it has received from the DWP 
since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28684 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what management 
information it has received from the DWP regarding increases in universal credit 
caseload in Scotland as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28685 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what change in (a) 
Best Start Grant applications, (b) Funeral Support Payment applications and 
(c) Carer's Allowance Supplement caseload Social Security Scotland (i) has 
experienced and (ii) expects to experience since the start of the of the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
S5W-28686 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and Older People on 1 
April 2020 (Official Report, c. 53), whether contingent workers on the Social 
Security Programme are being retained. 
S5W-28687 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what the rate of 
staff absence has been in (a) Social Security Scotland and (b) the Social 
Security Directorate during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28688 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and Older People on 1 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28674
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28675
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28678
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28679
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28680
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28681
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28682
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28683
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28684
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28685
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28686
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28687
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28688
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April 2020 (Official Report, c. 53), whether work on the Social Security 
Programme has been paused. 
S5W-28689 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it is giving to the implications of holding Scottish parliamentary 
elections in May 2021 if full or partial social distancing restrictions are in place. 
S5W-28690 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
examined the feasibility of conducting Scottish parliamentary elections 
exclusively by postal ballot should social distancing restrictions remain in place 
in whole or in part in May 2021. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28689
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28690

