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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 24 April 2020 
 
A link to Members’ Virtual Question Time on Environment and Rural Affairs, 

where oral questions and answers relating to COVID-19 can be found, is 

included at page 8. 

Written questions lodged on 24 April can be found on page 9 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 24 April) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
S5W-28514 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is taking to implement each of the 
29 recommendations made by the Drug Deaths Taskforce in response to the COVID-
19 outbreak, which were published on 16 April 2020. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We welcome the Taskforce’s recommendations and we are now 
working with them, and partners, to implement as many of these as possible as a 
matter of urgency. 
 
I met with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Taskforce on 21 April to discuss the 
recommendations and the work that needs to be undertaken to progress them. 
Additionally, I have issued a joint letter (16 April) with the interim Chief Medical Officer, 
to Health Boards and Integration Joint Boards emphasising the need to maintain 
provision of essential alcohol and drug services. 
 
Work is already underway on a number of the other recommendations. We recognise 
the need for prompt action at this challenging time, as well as clear guidance and 
direction, and we are already in contact with a range of colleagues across 
Government, key stakeholders and other relevant bodies to discuss the best way to 
progress work on these recommendations. 
 
S5W-28096 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will ensure that students who have a lack of access to patients receive adequate 
training to become junior doctors while this is being fast-tracked in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government welcomes the collaborative efforts of 
Scotland’s medical schools, Health Boards, NHS Education for Scotland (NES) and 
the General Medical Council, to make it possible for all final year medical students to 
graduate earlier than usual and, if they wish, to apply for Interim Foundation posts in 
our health service. Each University is expediting graduation without jeopardising the 
extent to which these students will be prepared for frontline service. 
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NES will work with Health Boards and our medical schools to ensure a comprehensive 
induction period, effective supervision and pastoral support is in place so that these 
newly graduated medical students are supported through this time. Those volunteering 
for interim Foundation doctor posts will be fully supervised by their clinical teams who 
will appropriately manage patient contact, and each postholder will know the extent of 
their role and have named contacts to provide additional support and mentoring until 
31 July 2020 when many are expected to transition into their planned Foundation Year 
1 posts. 
 
S5W-28654 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures it is taking to counter misinformation on social media and 
elsewhere regarding guidelines about permitted activities during the COVID-
19 lockdown, including what kind of outdoor exercise is allowed and for how long. 
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government recognises the vital importance of physical 
activity for both our physical and mental health during this pandemic. We have been 
clear with our messaging that exercise is permitted if people follow the guidelines, 
observe social distancing, exercise with people within their household and wash their 
hands. 
 
We have also advised that people, where possible, exercise in their gardens and in 
their home in addition to their once a day permitted outdoor exercise. 
 
In order to ensure consistent messaging, we are providing information to the public 
using TV, radio and social media channels. 
 
S5W-28367 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 

Scottish Government what criteria it used to include people with asthma on the list of 

those who it advised should be shielded during the COVID-19 outbreak, and what its 

response is to reported concerns that fewer people with asthma have been included 

on the list in Scotland compared with the equivalent list compiled by NHS England. 

Joe FitzPatrick: The four UK nations’ Chief Medical Officers have identified six 
categories of people at highest risk of severe illness from Covid-19. This includes 
people with severe respiratory conditions including all cystic fibrosis, severe asthma 
and severe COPD and, people with all forms of Interstitial Lung Disease/Sarcoidosis. 
We have provided further details on how people in these groups have been identified 
on the Scottish Government website - https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-
shielding-contacts/pages/highest-risk-classification/. 
 
Using national NHS databases and prescribing data from GP systems we are 
identifying and writing to these patients with advice on how to protect themselves and 
access the care and treatment they need during the COVID-19 incident. This is an 
ongoing identification process and we are also asking GP’s and hospital clinicians to 
help ensure that those within the six high risk groups have received a letter. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding-contacts/pages/highest-risk-classification/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding-contacts/pages/highest-risk-classification/
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It is important to remember that only those identified at the highest clinical risk of 
severe illness from COVID-19 because of their underlying health condition are being 
asked to take forward shielding measures. People who are in the highest clinical risk 
group will have received a letter giving them further advice. This letter will also include 
advice on how to access support for food and medication. 
 
For people with asthma and other respiratory conditions who do not fall into the 
category above, the Scottish Government has published guidance and this will be 
reviewed and updated regularly: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/.  
 
S5W-28094 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action is being taken to further "flatten the curve" during lockdown in response to 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Jeane Freeman: Given there is no vaccine or reliable treatment available, a series of 
social distancing measures have been introduced as these are the most effective way 
of delaying the spread of the virus, reducing the impact on health and social care 
services and therefore saving lives. 
 
S5W-28095 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is aiming to reduce baseline demand for non-COVID-19 hospital admissions. 
 
Jeane Freeman: To reduce demand on acute hospitals we are working with Health 
Boards and partners to scale back non-urgent elective procedures and reduce the 
number of patients delayed in hospital waiting on their next stage of care. 
 
We are encouraging the public to access the most appropriate service during the 
COVID-19 outbreak, and only attend A&E if their illness is immediate or life 
threatening.  As a result of these efforts, A&E attendances in the latest published week 
were 58.8% below recent seasonal average.  
 
We have rolled out a new community pathway of local Hubs and Assessment Centres 
for individuals with deteriorating COVID-19 symptoms. This will ensure that individuals 
get the right help at the right time, from the right people at the right place. By triaging 
efficiently, we will ensure that only those that need to go to hospital are admitted.  
 
Additionally, if followed, the advice given to the public by the Scottish Government to 
stay at home will minimise the spread of COVID 19 and reduce the demand on the 
health service and minimise hospital admissions.

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

S5W-28298 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, whether it considers businesses that 
provide computer services and repairs should be classed as essential in allowing as 
many people as possible to work from home. 
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has been clear that the single most 
important action we can all take, in fighting coronavirus, is to stay at home in order to 
protect the NHS and save lives. Where a function can be carried out from home then 
that is where is should be done. 
 
Businesses involved in computer services and repairs are expected to be responsible 
and to adhere to the guidance as any other business is. If a business considers that 
what it is doing is essential, in support of the effort against the COVID-19 or in 
supporting critical national infrastructure, and that activity cannot be carried out at 
home then we must expect that any such business acts in accordance with regulations 
and ensures that social distancing is thoroughly applied. 
 
S5W-28136 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it will provide for embryonic start-up companies developing 
new technologies, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Ivan McKee: The tech sector in Scotland is crucial, particularly in the recovery phase 
after the COVID-19 crisis. We recognise this is an extremely difficult time for tech firms 
and are engaging with Scottish Enterprise to establish what specific challenges the 
sector is facing, and the actions we can take to assist the sector through the current 
crisis and prepare for the future. 
 
We continue to respond to the concerns of businesses that is why we are working 
alongside the UK Government to put in place unprecedented support for employers 
and employees. Scottish Ministers are engaged with the UK Government regularly, 
through Treasury and Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) 
discussions, in order to ensure that schemes and sectoral responses led at a UK level 
reflect the distinctive needs of Scotland and the other devolved administrations. 
 
On 15 April, the Scottish Government announced £220 million of further grants were 
to be made available for businesses, including the recently self-employed, to help 
them deal with the ongoing impact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This new 
package of measures includes £100 million to protect self-employed people and viable 
micro and SME businesses in distress due to COVID-19. This fund will be channelled 
through local authorities and enterprise agencies and targeted at businesses that are 
key to Scotland's future.  
 
The UK Government has announced a £1.25 billon package to protect businesses 
driving innovation in the UK. The package includes the £500 million Future Fund for 



5 
 

high growth companies impacted by the coronavirus crisis, made up from Government 
and private sector funds. SMEs focusing on research and development will also 
benefit from £750 million of grants and loans. The £750m of targeted support for the 
most R&D intensive small and medium size firms will be available through the national 
innovation agency Innovate UK’s grants and loan scheme.  
 
We are looking at the terms of the UK Government's Future Fund to identify any gaps 
in how that fund will support Scotland's tech community. 
 
The main source of business information and support can be accessed through the 
Scottish Government website at https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-
advice/. This is being regularly updated with advice and guidance and offers a single- 
entry point for the range of support available to support business. 
 
S5W-28313 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, which has been 
established in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, can permit businesses such as 
veterinary practices to receive support for reduced staff hours, rather than removing 
employees from work completely. 
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, which includes the furlough 
measures, is reserved to the UK government (HMRC) under employment law. Scottish 
Government therefore cannot provide support for reduced staff hours as it is a UK 
scheme. The scheme itself does not permit furloughed workers to carry out work for 
their employer. The employer cannot ask the employee to do any work that makes 
money for the employer or any organisation linked or associated with the employer. 
This also includes the provision of services. Staff who are working reduced hours are 
not eligible for the scheme. The Scottish Government has called on the UK 
Government to consider more flexibility in the scheme. 
 
While there is no specific veterinary support scheme, there is a range of support 
measures that are in place for all non-domestic properties, including veterinary 
practices. They will be eligible for the universal 1.6% rates relief. Where veterinary 
businesses are in receipt of Small Business Bonus Scheme relief and/or Rural Relief, 
they will also be eligible for a one-off £10,000 grant. A new package of measures 
announced by the Scottish Government on 15th April includes £120 million to extend 
the Small Business Grant scheme to ensure that, in addition to a 100% grant on the 
first property, small business rate payers will be eligible to a 75% grant on all 
subsequent properties. 
 
A one-off grant of £25,000 is available for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses with 
a rateable value between £18,001 and up to including £51,000. Veterinary practices 
are advised to contact their respective local council directly to determine their eligibility 
for these grants. 
 

 
 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffindbusinesssupport.gov.scot%2Fcoronavirus-advice%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRuth.Andrew%40scotent.co.uk%7C46ce9462fc2a49280d8808d7d87120d7%7C50374495fdde4d04bc5c574982680e19%7C0%7C0%7C637215852728358418&sdata=AJps%2FnBSLIs3AAFP6gZ60Md1F3GV8qdReaWZOTEDoBA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffindbusinesssupport.gov.scot%2Fcoronavirus-advice%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRuth.Andrew%40scotent.co.uk%7C46ce9462fc2a49280d8808d7d87120d7%7C50374495fdde4d04bc5c574982680e19%7C0%7C0%7C637215852728358418&sdata=AJps%2FnBSLIs3AAFP6gZ60Md1F3GV8qdReaWZOTEDoBA%3D&reserved=0
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

S5W-28266 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to lower the threshold for the £25,000 COVID-19 
business grant for ratepayers of businesses in hospitality, leisure and retail to a 
rateable value of £15,000, in line with the approach in England. 
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has no plans to lower thresholds for the 
grants schemes because in so doing businesses currently eligible for a £10,000 grant 
would become ineligible. The threshold reflects the Small Business Bonus Scheme in 
Scotland which is the most generous scheme of its type in the UK. The Small Business 
Grant is available for businesses with rateable values of up to £18,000, which are in 
receipt of Small Business Bonus Scheme (SBBS), or eligible for SBBS but in receipt 
of a number of other reliefs. Businesses in the Retail, Hospitality, and Leisure (RHL) 
sectors with rateable values between £18,001 and £51,000 may be eligible for the 
RHL Grant Scheme.  
 
This means that a property which is not in the retail, hospitality or leisure sectors with 
a rateable value between £15,000 and £18,000 would receive nothing in England, but 
is eligible for a Small Business Grant in Scotland. 
 
S5W-28272 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it decided to limit the financial 
support available to businesses under the COVID-19 fund to a per property basis 
rather than per business; when this decision was made, and what impact this might 
have on the total that it could be awarded in Barnett consequentials. 
 
Kate Forbes: We always said that we would continue to listen to business and keep 
the support under revision. From 5 May, a second phase of the grant scheme will allow 
business ratepayers with more than one property to apply for a grant for all of their 
eligible properties. This brings the total support for business available under the small 
business grants to £1.3 billion. 
 
S5W-28257 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it changed the criteria for the 
£25,000 grant to support businesses during the COVID-19 outbreak, from “hospitality, 
leisure and retail properties with a rateable value between £18,000 and £51,000” to 
“retail, hospitality and leisure business ratepayers with a rateable value between 
£18,001 and £50,999”, and when the decision to make this change was taken. 
 
Kate Forbes: In consideration of the delivery of support for businesses to limit the 
impact of COVID-19 on the business community, the Scottish Government determined 
that the grant support should be linked to the established non-domestic rates 
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thresholds of the Small Business Bonus Scheme (£18,000), and the Intermediate 
Property Rate (£51,000). 
 
Feedback on the initial messaging for this policy revealed that further clarity was 
required around the margins of eligibility. 
 
On 30 March, before the rollout of the grant funding scheme, the Scottish Government 
published a finance circular detailing guidance for both grant schemes - the Small 
Business Grant Scheme and the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure (RHL) Grant Scheme. 
This guidance sets out the businesses operating in properties within the retail, 
hospitality, leisure sectors with a rateable value between £18,001 and £51,000 who 
are eligible for grant funding. The official guidance is available at the following link: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-
19-grant-funding-schemes/.  
 

S5W-28235 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much additional funding has been given each month to Scottish Enterprise to support 
businesses in responding to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Kate Forbes: Scottish Enterprise are reviewing and reprioritising their spending plans 
for 2020-21, so that existing funds can be used to address the impacts of Coronavirus 
on businesses and the economy. In March, the Scottish Government allocated 
£300,000 additional funding to Scottish Enterprise to support the enterprise agencies 
to deliver a dedicated website, FindBusinessSupport.gov.scot, and helpline to support 
businesses through the Covid crisis. 
 
On 15 April, we announced around £220 million of further grants are being made 
available for businesses - including the recently self-employed. The new package 
includes a £100 million fund being made available to protect self-employed people and 
viable micro and SME businesses in distress due to COVID. This fund will be 
channelled through local authorities and enterprise agencies to target newly self-
employed people and businesses who are ineligible for other Scottish Government or 
UK Government schemes. Our total support for Scottish business now exceeds the 
£2.2 billion passed on from the UK Government. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/local-government-finance-circular-5-2020-covid-19-grant-funding-schemes/
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 24 APRIL 2020 

Members’ Virtual Question Time - Portfolio: Environment and Rural Affairs 
 
Questions and answers can be found in the Official Report of proceedings here.

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12612
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WRITTEN QUESTIONS LODGED ON 24 APRIL 2020  
 

Written questions lodged on 24 April 2020 
(Expected answer date: 11 May) 

 
S5W-28676 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government how much 
each local authority will be allocated from the £30 million Food Fund that it 
has announced in response to the COVID-19 outbreak; how many people 
have so far received cash-first grants from the fund, and what criteria are in 
place for people to receive cash from the fund to do their own shopping. 
S5W-28691 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide details of the correspondence that it has received from manufacturers 
to deliver (a) ventilators, (b) personal protective equipment (PPE) and (c) 
other items to assist in the response to the COVID-19 outbreak, and how 
many of these offers have been (i) accepted and (ii) rejected, broken down by 
the reason for rejection. 
S5W-28692 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what specific 
financial support (a) Highlands and Islands Enterprise and (b) South of 
Scotland Enterprise has provided to businesses to mitigate the economic 
impact of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-28693 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
has been carried out to determine the impact on communities in the south of 
Scotland of a different strategy and timescale between Scotland and England 
for easing or exiting the COVID-19 lock-down measures. 
S5W-28694 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with the UK Government to achieve the correct UK-wide strategy 
and timescale for easing or exiting the COVID-19 lock-down measures. 
S5W-28695 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with the UK Government regarding the potential impact on 
communities in the south of Scotland of the UK Government easing or exiting 
the COVID-19 lock-down measures in the north of England. 
S5W-28696 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what the cost is of 
each business support scheme introduced in Scotland to mitigate the impact 
of COVID-19, broken down by funding (a) directly to businesses from the UK 
Government, (b) from the Scottish Government from additional Barnett 
consequentials and (c) from existing Scottish Government budgets. 
S5W-28697 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the cost to it of continuing business support schemes that are 
directly funded by the UK Government to businesses in Scotland. 
S5W-28698 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
hospital patients who had been categorised as a delayed discharge case but 
were subsequently discharged since 1 March 2020 have died each day. 
S5W-28699 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
construction of the new women's prison estate will be considered essential to 
allow it to proceed under the current restrictions, and whether any delays to its 
completion are expected as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28676
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28691
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28692
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28693
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28694
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28695
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28696
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28697
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28698
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-28699
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 

reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 

keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 

date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 

Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

