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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 2 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 2 June can be found on page 35 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions relating to COVID-19 on 2 June, are included 

at page 34. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 2 June) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason people who are currently receiving 
working age benefits, such as universal credit, and those who have recently 
applied but have not yet started receiving such a benefit, are not eligible to 
apply for the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund. 

 

S5W-29298  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund is aimed at 
providing hardship support to those who have lost work due to Covid-19 but 
are ineligible for support through the UK Government’s Self-Employment 
Income Support Scheme because they have only been trading as self-
employed since 6 April 2019 or later. It is specifically aimed at those who have 
been unable to access other forms of business support or working age 
benefits. 
 

This does exclude those in receipt of Universal Credit payments, including 
advances, because they are receiving support.  

 

Similarly, anybody in receipt of our hardship grant would need to declare this 
to DWP in any future Universal Credit application. The management of 
Universal Credit is a matter for the UK Government. 

 

However it is important to clarify that people who have applied for, but not yet 
received, Universal Credit (or an advance on Universal Credit) are still eligible 
to apply. 

 

 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what meetings the Minister for Business, Fair Work and Skills 
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has had with representatives of Fair Start Scotland prime contractors since 1 
February 2020; who the Minister met, and what was discussed. 
 

S5W-29271  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I have held meetings with senior members of all six prime 
Fair Start Scotland Service Providers since 1 February 2020 in response to 
the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The purpose of these meetings was to discuss the ways in which the current 
crisis has impacted Providers and how the Scottish Government can continue 
to support them in effectively delivering a quality service to Fair Start Scotland 
Participants.  
 
This was also an opportunity for Providers to openly discuss any other 
subjects they wished to raise with myself 
 
Additionally these meetings were used to convey the importance of the 
continuity of Fair Start Scotland, ensuring support is still available for those 
most vulnerable to the effects of the current crisis. 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, what 
financial support is available to people who are long-term self-employed, and 
whether it plans to expand this. 
 

S5W-29441  
Fiona Hyslop: The Self-Employed Income Support Scheme (SEISS) is the 
current system being used to support long-term self-employed people. This is 
a UK Government Scheme which is available to eligible self-employed 
individuals or members of trading partnerships who have submitted an 
Income Tax Self-Assessment tax return for the tax year 2018-19 and are still 
trading, or would be trading if it weren’t for Covid-19. Eligible applicants will 
receive a taxable grant which will be 80% of the average profits from the last 
three years, up to a maximum of £2,500 per month for 3 months and is paid 
directly into bank accounts, in a single instalment. 
 
I wrote to the Chancellor on 26 May urging him to ensure that just like the Job 
Retention Scheme, the SEISS was extended also. The Chancellor announced 
on 29 May that the SEISS would be extended to allow a second grant. Eligible 
self-employed individuals, or members of trading partnerships, will be able to 
claim a second taxable grant worth 70% of their average monthly trading 
profits. This will also be paid out in a single instalment covering three months' 
worth of profits, capped at £6,750 for the second period. The UK Government 
have advised that they will be publishing guidance on this second grant on 12 
June. 
 
The Scottish Government does not have the powers to create a system of this 
kind which is why it has been essential that we ensure the UK Government 
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scheme works appropriately to meet the needs of self-employed people in 
Scotland. We were aware, from correspondence and stakeholders, that the 
imminent closure of the UK Scheme was the biggest issue facing self-
employed people and is why we have encouraged the UK Government to 
extend the SEISS also. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
modelling it has carried out on the economic impact of easing lockdown in line 
with the phased approach that it set out in its document, Scotland's route map 
through and out of the crisis. 
 

S5W-29396  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The route map takes an evidence-led and transparent 
approach to easing restrictions and sets out a phased approach towards the 
future. We will retain current restrictions while they remain justified, necessary 
and proportionate, and will not change them unless and until it is safe to do 
so. Our decisions are based on our assessment of the current evidence for 
Scotland and involve taking difficult decisions that seek to balance health, 
social and economic harms so as to minimise overall harm. 
 
Our modelling shows that there is a risk that if restrictions are lifted too soon 
then a second surge in infection could lead to further harm to our economy, 
health and society. 
 
The Chief Economist’s latest economic outlook is set out in the latest State of 
the Economy report, available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/state-economy-april-2020/. 
 
As well as the Monthly Economic Brief for May, available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-economic-brief/. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to introduce a four-day working week for its 
employees, including on a pilot basis. 
 

S5W-29338  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has no immediate plans to pilot a 4-
day working week for its employees. We are scheduled to meet the 
recognised trade unions (PCS, Prospect, and FDA) later in the year for 
regular discussions on pay, and terms and conditions. 
 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/state-economy-april-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-economic-brief/
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how its alternative grading 
arrangements will ensure fairness for every pupil. 
 

S5W-29165  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) is responsible for 
awarding qualifications. The SQA has set out that their approach is based on 
three core principles of fairness to all learners; safe and secure certification of 
their qualifications; and maintaining the integrity and credibility of the system, 
ensuring standards are maintained over time.  
       
The SQA is committed to ensuring it meets its obligations to the Equality Act 
2010 and the Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) (Scotland) Regulations 
2012. This includes conducting an Equality Impact Assessment of SQA’s 
approach to certification. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has done of the 
impact that alternative grading arrangements in schools will have on 
attainment gap. 
 

S5W-29164  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) has set out that 
their approach is based on three core principles of fairness to all learners; 
safe and secure certification of their qualifications; and maintaining the 
integrity and credibility of the system, ensuring standards are maintained over 
time.  
 
Moderation is a principal feature of our qualifications system and the SQA will 
look at the range of evidence available, including schools’ and colleges’ 
previous history of estimating and attainment in each subject as part of the 
process. The SQA has provided guidance to teachers and lecturers with 
regards to avoiding potential bias in making grade estimates.  
 
Closing the poverty-related attainment gap is the defining mission of this 
government - and that commitment will remain when we gradually exit 
lockdown. That is why we have committed to extend funding for the Scottish 
Attainment Challenge at current levels beyond the lifetime of this parliament 
and into 2021-22. 
 
Local Authorities and teachers have shown extraordinary dedication and 
professionalism to support young people and ensure learning is disrupted as 
little as possible, using flexibility to redirect Pupil Equity Funding and wider 
Attainment Scotland Funding resources and support to our most 
disadvantaged families. 
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Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reasons it is asking teachers 
to rank their pupils in order of attainment. 
 

S5W-29163  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) have asked 
teachers and lecturers to provide ranking information for candidates to provide 
more differentiated data to inform the awarding process. 
 
Guidance was provided to schools and colleges on 20 April and can be found 
on the SQA’s website at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reasons it is expanding the 
predicted grade bands for teachers. 
 

S5W-29162  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) has set out that 
an expanded scale will allow for a finer level of detail on the bands and to 
support the awarding process this year. 
 
Guidance was provided to schools and colleges on 20 April and can be found 
on the SQA's website at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html.  
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to issue further 
guidance to teachers on issuing grade bands. 
 

S5W-29161  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority has published detailed 
guidance and an online course to support schools and colleges with the 
estimation process.  
 
The deadline for submission of grade estimates and rankings to the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority was 29 May. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure that 
qualifications obtained during the current academic year hold the same weight 
and status as those obtained in previous years, in light of changes in grading 
structures due to the cancellation of exams. 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html
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S5W-29160  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority has set out that the 
approach being taken is based on three core principles of fairness to all 
learners; safe and secure certification of their qualifications; and maintaining 
the integrity and credibility of the system, ensuring standards are maintained 
over time.  
 
We are clear that the awarding process should deliver fairness for all learners 
and this includes having moderation processes in place to ensure the integrity 
of awards in terms of quality and consistency across schools and previous 
years. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it has 
given to local authorities to provide training for teachers on remote learning 
platforms since schools were closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29175  
 
John Swinney: Education Scotland, the national improvement agency for 
education, is providing a range of additional resources to support parents and 
practitioners with providing learning at home, and to deliver continuity for 
learners across Scotland. 
 
To support teachers in particular, Education Scotland has organised and run a 
series of webinars which have covered topics such as digital literacy skills, 
evidencing learning using ipads, and getting the most out of Glow.  
 
These webinars remain available for practitioners to view and a further 9 
webinars have been scheduled which will look at numeracy and mathematics 
through computing science; the use of g-suite collaboration tools within Glow 
and other topics to assist educators across Scotland. 
 
Education Scotland also published Learning and Teaching online: Advice for 
practitioners on the 12 May.  
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many pupils have 
not engaged with remote learning and educational support since schools were 
closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29174  
 
John Swinney: Responsibility for the provision and monitoring of learning 
and teaching, including the use of home learning rests with schools and local 
authorities.  
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We know from local authorities, that they are working extremely hard with 
schools and partner organisations to identify and reach children who may 
struggle to engage in home learning and to provide support which best suits 
their needs. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
support and funding it has provided to ensure that all school pupils have 
access to remote learning resources and educational support during the 
COVID-19 outbreak, and what the uptake of additional support has been, 
broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-29172  
 
John Swinney: Due to the ongoing challenges currently facing schools and 
local authorities I have relaxed the guidance on Attainment Scotland Funding 
streams to support Local Authorities in deploying this funding flexibly to best 
support vulnerable children from the most deprived backgrounds. There are 
already a number of such examples, including the provision of laptops and 
tablets to support digital learning at home, purchase and delivery of books 
and other learning material to children at home, providing transport to enable 
some learners to attend LA Hubs, and supporting home-school link workers to 
maintain regular contact with children. 
 
We recognise that digital exclusion is a particular issue for some of our most 
disadvantaged learners. To help ensure as many children and young people 
as possible are able to connect with their schools, continue their learning, 
access support and engage with their peers, we are investing an initial £9 
million which will provide devices and connectivity for 25,000 learners across 
Scotland. This is the first phase of our £30 million commitment to support 
digital inclusion for children and young people, which we are working closely 
with local authority partners to deliver. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much Pupil Equity 
Funding has been spent by each local authority during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
 

S5W-29170  
 
John Swinney: This information is not held centrally and is only gathered 
annually. The latest detailed figures available, showing 2018-19 Pupil Equity 
Funding levels of spend, at both Local Authority and School level, were 
published on 31 October 2019 and are available to access here:- 
https://www.gov.scot/policies/schools/pupil-attainment/ 
 
On 1 May 2020, for the first time, Pupil Equity Funding allocations were 
confirmed for two years, with over £250 million committed to schools across 

https://www.gov.scot/policies/schools/pupil-attainment/
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2020-21 and 2021-22. This will help to provide more certainty for head 
teachers and aid learning during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and 
beyond. 
 
In recognition of the financial and other resource implications of maintaining 
critical provision for children and families at this time, the Scottish 
Government is providing Local Authorities and Headteachers with flexibility on 
the use of Attainment Scotland Funding, including Pupil Equity Funding, in 
order that Local Authorities and Headteachers can best support our most 
vulnerable children. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
made of the number or proportion of school pupils in each local authority area 
in each month since February who have not had access to remote learning 
resources due to a lack of a suitable internet connection or IT equipment. 
 

S5W-29171  
 
John Swinney: Local authorities are responsible for monitoring education 
provision, including where there are barriers to accessing that provision.  
 
We recognise that digital exclusion is an issue for some learners in Scotland 
and have undertaken exploratory work with local authorities through SOLACE, 
ADES and Cosla to understand the scale of the issue. Subsequently, we have 
committed to investing £30m to help ensure that learners without access to 
the internet or devices are catered for ahead of the 20-21 academic year and 
we are working closely with local authorities to take that forward. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish details of the 
appeals process in respect of pupil grades in the current academic year. 
 

S5W-29167  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority set out in their letter to 
the Education and Skills Committee of 21 May that they will provide further 
guidance to the system on the approach and evidence requirements of their 
appeals process in early June. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what weighting will be given to a 
learning centre’s predictions for the grading of pupils. 
 

S5W-29166  
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John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority has set out in their letter 
to the Education and Skills Committee of 21 May, that they expect to publish 
details of the process which they will have undertaken and the resulting 
awards that they will have made on Results Day. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many teachers are continuing to 
work in schools or nurseries during the lockdown, also broken down by local 
authority. 
 

S5W-29183 

John Swinney: On average, over the past week (Mon 18 – Fri 22 May), 
4,948 teachers, ELC practitioners, ELC lead practitioners, ELC managers and 
support staff attended local authority educational hubs. Not all local authorities 
provided a breakdown of teaching and non-teaching staff. Based on those 
who did we estimate that on average 1,741 teachers attended local authority 
educational hubs. 
 

Local Authority 

Average number of teaching 
staff, ELC Practitioner, ELC 

lead practitioners, ELC 
managers and support staff 

(headcount) physically 
working in local authority 

schools/hubs or ELC settings 
over the past week (Mon 18 - 

Fri 22 May) 

Average number of teaching 
staff physically working in 

local authority schools/hubs 
or LA ELC settings over the 
past week (Mon 18 – Fri 22 

May) - where the 
breakdown was provided by 

the local authority 

Aberdeen City 229 63 

Aberdeenshire 292 70 

Angus 114 62 

Argyll & Bute 95 38 

Clackmannanshire 59 29 

Dumfries & 
Galloway 

215 82 

Dundee City 349 166 

East Ayrshire 106 38 

East 
Dunbartonshire 

121 56 

East Lothian 132 54 

East Renfrewshire 125 70 

Edinburgh City 171 98 

Falkirk 195 92 

Fife 332 146 

Glasgow City 312 N/A 

Highland 162 37 

Inverclyde 115 48 

Midlothian 139 65 
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Moray 68 35 

Na h-Eileanan 
Siar 

98 26 

North Ayrshire 66 34 

North Lanarkshire 276 103 

Orkney Islands 36 15 

Perth & Kinross 145 11 

Renfrewshire 175 53 

Scottish Borders 132 51 

Shetland Islands 14 N/A 

South Ayrshire 82 27 

South Lanarkshire 142 N/A 

Stirling 143 60 

West 
Dunbartonshire 

146 31 

West Lothian 164 81 

Scotland Estimate 4948 1741 

 

Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it expects 
remote learning to continue through the scheduled summer break and, if so, 
what resources it will be allocating to facilitate this. 
 

S5W-29181  
 
John Swinney: While the provision of distance learning by schools is a 
matter for local authorities and individual schools, we have no formal plans 
that remote learning continues in the summer break. There are, however, a 
number of home learning initiatives we support (for example, the Deputy First 
Minister's Maths Challenge), by community learning and development 
providers, by third sector organisations, and local community organisations 
that will be available during the summer holidays.  
 
As in previous years, we anticipate that a range of summer learning activities 
will be promoted to families in the lead up to and during the summer holidays. 
In addition, Education Scotland's new "Scotland Learns" website, set up to 
assist with distance learning during Covid-19, hosts a wide range of learn at 
home materials and resources which parents and carers can access. Our 
Education Recovery group is considering how learning can best be supported 
during the summer break. 
 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
undertaken of the impact of home learning on pupils’ mental health. 
 

S5W-29182  
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John Swinney: We continue to monitor a range of evidence to help to inform 
our approach. This includes ongoing monitoring of the young person surveys 
conducted by Young Scot and the Children’s Parliament, both of which have 
addressed the theme of young people’s mental health and wellbeing.  
 
In recognition of the central role of pupils’ mental health the Strategic 
Framework for Reopening Schools, Early Learning and Childcare Provision in 
Scotland states that authorities should protect “the physical, emotional and 
mental health and wellbeing of children and young people”.  
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-
strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-
scotland/ 
 
We have provided £105,000 to support Young Scot to develop enhanced 
digital content and resources on mental health and wellbeing. This will be 
updated based on what young people tell us they need. 
 
The government will continue to work with young people organisations to 
draw on evidence from their surveys of children and young people in relation 
both to learning-related issues and wider issues. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it monitors the 
provision of home learning, and whether educational outcomes have changed 
in light of home learning. 
 

S5W-29180  
 
John Swinney: Responsibility for the provision and monitoring of home 
learning rests with schools and local authorities. However, we are working 
closely with local authority partners, teaching unions, parent representatives 
and other stakeholders through the Education Recovery Group to support 
home learning. The Group allows stakeholders to share their knowledge and 
experience on current home learning provision, building the widest possible 
agreement as we plan the way ahead.  
 
The four capacities at the centre of Curriculum for Excellence remain, 
however, learning and teaching practice has had to adapt to ensure children 
and young people can continue to progress in their learning whilst at home. 
Our ‘Supporting Pupils, Parents And Teachers – Learning During Term 4’ 
guidance outlines the steps that are being taken to ensure that learning can 
continue during term 4 of the current academic year.  
 
We have also recently published a strategic framework on the re-opening of 
schools and early learning and childcare settings, which is designed to 
achieve the safe reopening of schools and provides consistency and equity in 
a national approach for children and young people that is underpinned by 
local planning and delivery. A suite of supporting guidance is being published 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
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to cover the practical issues that local authorities and learning settings must 
consider when developing local arrangements. This will include advice and 
guidance on implementation measures, preparing the curriculum offer, 
wellbeing support, and delivery of early learning and childcare. It will also 
include specific considerations for each sector, based upon the health 
evidence relevant to each age group. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the disparity 
of access to education resources such as IT equipment between households 
due to socioeconomic factors, what steps it is taking to ensure that the 
attainment gap is not exacerbated during the period of school closures. 
 

S5W-29176  
 
John Swinney: Closing the poverty related attainment gap is the defining 
mission of this government, with equity remaining a key principle of the 
strategic framework on re-opening of schools and early learning and childcare 
centres which was published on 21 May.  
 
That is why we are continuing with our commitment to invest £182 million from 
the Attainment Scotland Fund in 2020/21, including Pupil Equity Funding. For 
the first time, Pupil Equity Fund allocations have been confirmed for two 
years, with over £250 million committed to schools across 2020/21 and 
2021/22. This will help to provide more certainty for head teachers and aid 
learning during the Covid-19 pandemic and beyond. This Pupil Equity Funding 
will benefit 97% of schools across every local authority in Scotland. 
 
Due to the ongoing challenges currently facing schools and local authorities I 
have relaxed the guidance on Attainment Scotland Funding streams to 
support Local Authorities in deploying this funding flexibly to best support 
vulnerable children from the most deprived backgrounds. There are already a 
number of such examples, including the provision of laptops and/tablets to 
support digital learning at home, purchase and delivery of books and other 
learning material to children at home, providing transport to enable some 
learners to attend LA Hubs, and supporting home-school link workers to 
maintain regular contact with children.   
 
We recognise that digital exclusion is a particular issue for some of our most 
disadvantaged learners. To help ensure as many children and young people 
as possible are able to connect with their schools, continue their learning, 
access support and engage with their peers, we are investing an initial £9 
million which will provide devices and connectivity for 25,000 learners across 
Scotland. This is the first phase of our £30 million commitment to support 
digital inclusion for children and young people, which we are working closely 
with local authority partners to deliver. 
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Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
providing to local authorities to contact pupils who are not taking part in 
remote learning or educational support while schools are closed due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29179  
 
John Swinney: Responsibility for the provision and monitoring of home 
learning rests with schools and local authorities. Individuals schools and local 
authorities are utilising a range of methods to maintain contact with pupils 
during this period. 
 
We recognise that there are some pupils who are more difficult to reach at this 
time. Education Scotland is supporting local authorities to ensure that critical 
provision for the most vulnerable children and families is maintained and 
extended through flexible use of Pupil Equity Funding and Attainment 
Scotland Funding. 
 
 
Jamie Halcro Johnston (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance (a) 
Education Scotland and (b) the SQA has issued regarding the provision of 
home learning. 
 

S5W-29177  
 
John Swinney: Education Scotland is providing a range of additional 
resources to support parents and practitioners with providing learning at home 
and to deliver continuity for learners across Scotland. This includes: a newly 
created resource bank of learning activities for a variety of ages; the 
continued provision ofa bank of online resources featuring collated materials 
across curriculum areas and sectors; a range of webinars to help practitioners 
get the most of out of Glow, and practical advice and tips for parents through 
the Parents’ Club online resource and the Parentzone Scotland website. 
 
The SQA has provided Frequently Asked Questions around the provision of 
estimates for candidates who are studying at home or with a private tutor on 
their website at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93797.html. For learners studying 
from home at present, within the Parent and Carer support section of their 
website, the SQA has referenced resources around National Courses as well 
links to support from partner organisations which can be found at: 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93825.9757.html. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many unique visitors have been 
recorded to the managingourwaste.scot/ website on each day since it launched. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93797.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93825.9757.html
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S5W-29372 

Roseanna Cunningham: Details for number of unique visitors to the website 
are in the following table for date range 27 April 2020 - 27 May 2020 
 

Date Number of unique visitors 

27 April 7,529 

28 April 10,855 

29 April 7,003 

30 April 5,347 

1 May 4,704 

2 May 4,396 

3 May 4,756 

4 May 4,415 

5 May 6,513 

6 May 5,283 

7 May 4,490 

8 May 3,791 

9 May 3,792 

10 May 4,409 

11 May 3,907 

12 May 3,895 

13 May 3,367 

14 May 3,878 

15 May 3,207 

16 May 3,122 

17 May 3,557 

18 May 3,185 

19 May 2,968 

20 May 3,298 

21 May 3,256 

22 May 2,923 

23 May 2,906 

24 May 2,913 

25 May 2,866 

26 May 2,769 

27 May 2,798 
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether, in its next review of lockdown restrictions, it will consider allowing for 
angling that is local to home and socially distanced. 
 

S5W-29087  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on its discussions with local 
authorities regarding the reopening of recycling centres as a means of 
addressing issues relating to fly tipping across Scotland, particularly in rural 
areas and on farmland. 
 

S5W-29086  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Alex Neil (Airdrie and Shotts) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will, at an appropriate time, hold national 
remembrance events for those who have lost their lives as a result of COVID-
19. 
 

S5W-29024  
 
Jeane Freeman: It is important that we acknowledge the role and sacrifice 
made by key workers and others during the COVID-19 pandemic. The First 
Minister stresses this in her daily briefings and also notes the personal loss 
that is experienced by friends and family to those who have tragically lost their 
lives. 
 
The Scottish Government’s focus is currently on tackling the disease, its 
impact on our society and how we might safely ease the country’s current 
lockdown restrictions. However in the fullness of time, we will want to consider 
what would be an appropriate and meaningful way for the nation to pay its 
respects. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason people with untreated chronic lymphocytic 
leukaemia are not on the COVID-19 shielded list, and when they might be 
included. 
 

S5W-28982  
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Jeane Freeman: Haematologists across Scotland continue to advise that 
shielding for every patient with a diagnosis of Chronic Lymphocytic 
Leukaemia is not necessary. There are significant downsides to shielding, and 
it is not something we want to ask of anyone unless clinical advice deems it 
necessary. CLL affects a very diverse group of patients. Some are unlikely to 
ever need treatment in their lives as it has no immediate impact on their 
health and others will require treatment.  
 
Clinicians have been working locally to identify patients with CLL who are at 
the highest risk of severe illness from COVID-19 and therefore should be 
shielding. This is a clinical decision which takes into consideration any 
treatment and the overall health of the patient. Many patients with CLL will not 
be required to shield. We do not wish to advise anybody to follow shielding 
measures unless absolutely necessary. This is because shielding is a severe 
intervention which may be difficult to adhere to for such a long period of time, 
and the additional benefit gained from this extra measure needs to be 
weighed against any impact on someone’s mental and physical wellbeing. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has contracted with a private laboratory in Northern Ireland to have 
COVID-19 tests processed. 
 

S5W-29011  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has not contracted with a private 
laboratory in Northern Ireland to have Covid-19 tests processed. We are 
aware that the UK Government has contracted the Randox Lab in Northern 
Ireland to process Covid-19 tests. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding staffing-to-patient ratios in 
intensive care unit settings during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28991  
 
Jeane Freeman: Information on staff to patient ratios in intensive care unit 
settings during COVID-19 outbreak is not centrally held by ISD or NES. 
 
A joint statement on developing immediate critical care nursing capacity, 
produced by the four United Kingdom Chief Nursing Officers together with the 
NMC, critical care nursing organisations, professional bodies and trade unions 
was issued to Board Chief Executives and Nurse Directors on 25 March 2020. 
The statement can be found on the following link: 
https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/other-publications/joint-
statement-on-developing-immediate-critical-care-nursing-capacity.pdf 
 
To provide practical guidance for the delivery of this increased capacity an 
annex to this statement was also issued but not published online. Scottish 

https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/other-publications/joint-statement-on-developing-immediate-critical-care-nursing-capacity.pdf
https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/other-publications/joint-statement-on-developing-immediate-critical-care-nursing-capacity.pdf
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Government officials are currently using the guidance in the annex to 
undertake further modelling in relation to the staffing required for the intended 
critical care expansion in Scotland. This will be issued shortly. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reports that they might by at higher risk from the virus, 
what risk assessment has been carried out for the appropriate deployment of 
BAME workers in health and social care services in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-28974  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are aware that there is emerging evidence that people 
from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic backgrounds may be disproportionately 
affected by COVID-19. Further research and reviews are still underway and 
we await the results of these.  
 
Analysts across the Scottish Government, National Records Scotland, Public 
Health Scotland and the NHS are working together to consider how we can 
better understand the impact of Covid-19 on those from all minority ethnic 
communities.  
 
The health and wellbeing of our health and social care staff is a key priority 
and we are aware that many BAME staff may be feeling anxious and wish to 
discuss how best to protect themselves and their families at this difficult time. 
Guidance has been issued to help staff and employers by setting out best 
practice on risk assessments and support that is available for staff across 
health and social care. 
 
Interim Guidance for health and social care employers on staff from Black, 
Asian and Minority Ethnic Backgrounds 
 
Once the results of further research and review on ethnicity and COVID-19 
are published, we will consider any changes that need to be made to this 
guidance, based on any new clinical evidence. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government (a) how many and (b) what proportion of the (i) NHS and (ii) 
social care workforce belong to BAME groups. 
 

S5W-28975  
 
Jeane Freeman: The information requested is available at i) NHS Workforce 
Data https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/NES-
Publication/Equality_and_Diversity_S2019.xls 
 

https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/NES-Publication/Equality_and_Diversity_S2019.xls
https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Workforce/NES-Publication/Equality_and_Diversity_S2019.xls
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ii) Social Care Annual Workforce Data: https://data.sssc.uk.com/data-
publications/22-workforce-data-report/216-scottish-social-service-sector-
report-on-2018-workforce-data 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance has been issued to (a) local authorities and (b) 
care homes regarding the care of older people during the COVID-19 outbreak; 
when this was issued, and what each piece of guidance covered. 
 

S5W-28737  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has published infection 
control guidance for care homes which is updated regularly, most recently on 
20 May. The HPS guidance is based on the National Infection Prevention and 
Control Manual which includes advice on how to prevent and manage the 
spread of all respiratory infections including COVID-19.  
 
To supplement HPS guidance, the Scottish Government also issued clinical 
and practice guidance for care homes. This was first published on 13 March 
and updated on 26 March and 15 May. This guidance draws on the HPS 
guidance but provides more detailed information on some of the practical 
steps that are required to protect staff and residents. Both the HPS and the 
Scottish Government guidance are continually reviewed to take account of the 
emerging picture around COVID-19. 
 
Local authorities will determine on a local basis what additional information is 
required for care homes to support them in adopting national guidance. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will require NHS boards to investigate the 
background to an employee being certified unfit for work due to work-related 
stress. 
 

S5W-28967  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are clear that the welfare of staff is critically important 
and we expect all health Boards in NHSScotland to meet the standards set 
out in the national Attendance Policy: 
(https://workforce.nhs.scot/policies/attendance-policy-overview/attendance-
policy/) 
 
This policy provides clear guidance to managers and staff on supporting 
employees both during absence and on their return to work.  
 
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is having an unprecedented impact 
and we are hugely grateful for the extraordinary hard work, skill and 
commitment of all those working across Scotland’s health and social care 
sectors during this emergency.  

https://data.sssc.uk.com/data-publications/22-workforce-data-report/216-scottish-social-service-sector-report-on-2018-workforce-data
https://data.sssc.uk.com/data-publications/22-workforce-data-report/216-scottish-social-service-sector-report-on-2018-workforce-data
https://data.sssc.uk.com/data-publications/22-workforce-data-report/216-scottish-social-service-sector-report-on-2018-workforce-data
https://workforce.nhs.scot/policies/attendance-policy-overview/attendance-policy/
https://workforce.nhs.scot/policies/attendance-policy-overview/attendance-policy/
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We are taking steps to ensure that staff are able receive the right practical 
and emotional support. This includes promising specialist mental health 
services to staff members who might need further support and care. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many cases of hospital acquired (a) COVID-
19, (b) MRSA and (c) C. diff have been recorded in each week since 1 January 
2020. 
 

S5W-28576 

Jeane Freeman:  
 
a)  
 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has advised that it is not possible to say 
with the degree of certainty required, how many cases of hospital acquired 
COVID-19 there have been across Scotland. Healthcare Associated 
Infections (HCAIs) would usually be regarded as those infections, not present 
or incubating on admission, arising 48 hours after admission to hospital. 
Current estimates suggest a median incubation period from 5–6 days for 
COVID-19, with a range from 1–14 days. This means that COVID-19 arising 
before day 14 in hospital or other care settings may not be HCAI.  
 
b) and c) 
 
Health Protection Scotland has published quarterly data on both healthcare 
associated and community associated Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemias 
(SABs) at Board level since October 2017. SABs comprise MRSA and 
Meticillin-Sensitive Staphylococcus aureus, MSSA); Clostridioides difficile 
infections (CDI); Escherichia coli bacteraemia (ECB); and Surgical Site 
Infections (SSIs) in Scotland. 
 
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and methicillin-sensitive 
Staphylococcus aureus (MSSA) are not reported on individually due to small 
numbers of MRSA cases, but are part of the overall SAB data. The most 
recent quarterly report, published in April 2020, can be found on the Health 
Protection Scotland website https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-
container/quarterly-epidemiological-data-on-clostridioides-difficile-infection-
escherichia-coli-bacteraemia-staphylococcus-aureus-bacteraemia-and-
surgical-site-infection-in-scotland-october-to-december-q4-2019/. The report 
for the next quarter, covering January to March 2020, will be published at the 
beginning of July.  
 
Mandatory reporting of MRSA infections commenced across Scotland in 
2003, with mandatory surveillance of CDI starting in 2006.  
 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/quarterly-epidemiological-data-on-clostridioides-difficile-infection-escherichia-coli-bacteraemia-staphylococcus-aureus-bacteraemia-and-surgical-site-infection-in-scotland-october-to-december-q4-2019/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/quarterly-epidemiological-data-on-clostridioides-difficile-infection-escherichia-coli-bacteraemia-staphylococcus-aureus-bacteraemia-and-surgical-site-infection-in-scotland-october-to-december-q4-2019/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/quarterly-epidemiological-data-on-clostridioides-difficile-infection-escherichia-coli-bacteraemia-staphylococcus-aureus-bacteraemia-and-surgical-site-infection-in-scotland-october-to-december-q4-2019/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/quarterly-epidemiological-data-on-clostridioides-difficile-infection-escherichia-coli-bacteraemia-staphylococcus-aureus-bacteraemia-and-surgical-site-infection-in-scotland-october-to-december-q4-2019/
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Since 2007, rates of MRSA infections have reduced significantly and, in their 
latest Healthcare Associated Infection Annual Report (published in May 
2019), Health Protection Scotland reported a decreasing year on year trend 
(2014-2018) in the incidence rate of MRSA and CDI. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what risk assessment was made of the likely impact of COVID-
19 on care homes for older people; who carried out this assessment, and 
when. 
 

S5W-28736  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health and Social Care Partnerships developed local 
mobilisation plans in response to the COVID-19 emergency. These plans, 
which are generally aligned with emergency planning arrangements of local 
councils and NHS Boards, identify key risks and challenges posed by COVID, 
including those in the care home sector, and outline appropriate responses to 
ensure that vulnerable people are protected. The plans aim to minimise 
excess deaths from COVID-19 within communities, and typically include 
provisions for supporting and enhancing existing service capacity.  
 
Locally partners are undertaking risk assessments of individual care homes to 
ensure that staff and residents are protected. This is being led by the 
Directors of Public Health who have been asked to provide enhanced clinical 
leadership working in partnership with the Health and Social Care Partnership 
and the Care Inspectorate. They have contacted every care home in Scotland 
to assess how they are managing infection prevention and control, staffing, 
training, physical distancing and testing. This is alongside enhanced clinical 
support for residents from primary care teams including GPs and community 
nurses. 
 
From 18 May, new arrangements for ensuring appropriate clinical and 
professional oversight for care homes have been put in place. As part of this 
multi-disciplinary teams comprising key clinical leads from NHS Boards and 
Local Authorities including Chief Social Work Officers are providing oversight 
of local care homes. This approach builds on recent actions and existing local 
arrangements in helping to keep residents safe.  
 
To supplement this clinical oversight, the Scottish Government has 
established a Care Home Rapid Action Group. This is a national group set up 
to monitor developments in the care home sector, reacting swiftly to 
developing issues and coordinating our wider package of support to the 
sector. A clinical and professional advisory group has also been established 
to provide advice and guidance on preventing and managing COVID-19 in 
care homes. 
 
This work aims to support every single care home in Scotland, whether it has 
had an outbreak or not. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many NHS online consultations have taken 
place in each week since 1 January 2020. 
 

S5W-28590 

Jeane Freeman: Patients are currently using several different ways to contact 
the NHS with the majority of consultations taking place by telephone. We are 
encouraging the use of video for consultations where it’s necessary to see the 
patient, such as for skin conditions or to view their general wellbeing. The 
monthly and weekly figures for Near Me video consultations are listed in the 
following table, with weekly usage figures only available from March. 
 

Monthly Monthly Weekly           
Final 
Total 

Jan-20 Feb-20 1/3-7/3 
8/3-
14/3 

15/3-
21/3 

22/3-
28/3 

29/3-
4/4 

5/4-
11/4 

12/4-
19/4 

20/4-
26/4 

27/4-
3/5 

4/5-
10/5 

11/5-
17/5 

2020 

1116 1109 336 569 3034 4628 5904 6203 6780 9367 10770 10619 13206 73643 

 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it agrees with table two of the four nations 
personal protective equipment (PPE) guidance in response to the COVID-
19 outbreak, which was issued on 2 April 2020, which says that health and 
social care workers in the community need only wear a protective face mask if 
treating a person who has COVID-19 symptoms or is on the shielded list. 
 

S5W-28612 

Jeane Freeman: It is clear in my joint statement with COSLA and Trades 
Unions on 9 April 2020 that social and home care workers can wear a fluid 
resistant face mask along with other appropriate PPE where the person they 
are visiting or otherwise attending to is neither confirmed nor suspected of 
having COVID19, if they consider doing so necessary for their own and the 
individual's safety. They are professionals and we trust their professional 
judgement.  
 
The PPE guidance that was published on 2 April 2020 recommends the safest 
level of PPE to protect health and social care workers and specifies the type 
of PPE that should be worn in the various healthcare and social care settings 
where patients or residents could be cared for.  
 
The guidance contains 4 separate tables.  
 
Given the recognised sustained transmission of COVID-19, table 4 of the 
guidance includes detailed advice around risk assessing use of PPE, 
including aprons, gowns, Fluid-Resistant Surgical Masks and eye protection, 
when health and social care workers are providing care and support to people 

https://www.gov.scot/news/protecting-the-social-care-workforce/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879111/T4_poster_Recommended_PPE_additional_considerations_of_COVID-19.pdf
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who are not possible or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The guidance also 
asks that organisations themselves undertake risk assessments to ensure 
that they provide the correct PPE for the safety of their staff.  
 
Importantly, in terms of shielding the extremely vulnerable in our society, the 
guidance advises that secondary, primary and community care workers 
should wear a surgical mask when providing care to any individuals in the 
extremely vulnerable group undergoing shielding; regardless if they have 
possible or confirmed COVID-19 or not. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport was advised of the 
closure of the Gartnavel COVID-19 testing centre before it happened, and 
what her position on its closure was. 
 

S5W-29078  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government was not advised of the closure of 
Gartnavel testing centre. However, on inquiry we understand the situation at 
the Gartnavel centre is reviewed on a daily basis and it can be stood up 
quickly if the number of symptomatic health or social care staff requiring tests 
increases again. The testing staff have been moved into an additional mobile 
testing team as there are a number of staff without transport unable to attend 
the drive-thru centres. Symptomatic care home staff are still being tested 
through the staff testing programme either at the other sites or by the home 
testing teams. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish figures on deaths from 
COVID-19 broken down by ethnicity. 
 

S5W-29060  
 
Jeane Freeman: Analytical partners across the Scottish Government, NRS, 
Public Health Scotland and the NHS are working together to consider how we 
can better understand the impact of Covid-19 on those from all minority ethnic 
communities.  
 
NRS recently published a note describing the limitations of ethnicity data 
collected via the death registration process (link here). Ethnicity data is 
collected on a voluntary basis and is not known for 9% of registered deaths. 
This means that the true number of COVID-19 deaths broken down by ethnic 
group categories cannot be accurately ascertained from the registration data.  
 
NRS are looking at how other datasets can be used to improve the quality of 
ethnicity data. They are testing whether ethnicity data from the 2011 Census 
can be used to improve the quality of the death registration data. If successful, 
NRS will add this to other key population data and carry out further analysis to 
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ascertain whether there is a variation in the relative risk of mortality related to 
COVID-19 by ethnicity.  
 
NRS hope to be able to confirm whether the data improvement work and 
associated analysis has been successful in the next fortnight. Should the work 
have been successful, NRS will then confirm a publication date. 
 
Public Health Scotland also released preliminary analysis of COVID-19 and 
ethnicity data on 20 May. The analysis appears to show, based on the very 
limited data available, that the proportion of ethnic minority patients among 
those seriously ill with COVID-19 appears no higher than the proportion in the 
Scottish population generally. However, given the numbers involved are 
currently very low, PHS will continue to monitor the situation closely and 
improve the analysis as more data becomes available. 
 
Other data will also become available in due course and will be published. For 
example, the University of Glasgow, with support from University College 
London (and in partnership with Public Health Scotland) are conducting an 
equity focused rapid review of published evidence on COVID-19, which 
includes ethnicity alongside other inequalities. This is expected to be 
completed within 6-8 weeks. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde area is not 
part of the COVID-19 contact-tracing software pilot. 
 

S5W-29211  
 
Jeane Freeman: NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde have been involved in the 
design and development of digital tools for contact tracing in Scotland since 
the project began. The pilot boards of NHS Lanarkshire, NHS Highland & 
NHS Fife provided initial feedback on the system following their onboarding to 
the system on 18 May. NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde have been 
supportive of the approach undertaken and were onboarded themselves on 
21 May. The wider roll out was staggered to ensure that each NHS Board 
received the necessary level of technical support and all boards completed 
their onboarding by the end of May in time for Test and Protect to go live. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people have been tested for COVID-
19 via the community hub model since it began operating. 
 

S5W-28551  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Covid-19 Community Pathway was established to 
alleviate the pressure on GP practices by providing a pathway for those 
patients who were experiencing Covid-19 symptoms. Once assessed, those 
patients admitted to hospital will be tested. Patients who have been assessed 
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either through the Community Hubs or at the Assessment Centres, and asked 
to manage their symptoms at home, are not routinely tested for Covid-19.  
 
The only testing carried out through community assessment centres and 
community telephone hubs has been conducted by Health Protection 
Scotland for the purposes of community surveillance. This has involved 
testing a sample of people with mild to moderate symptoms. The number of 
tests carried out on a weekly basis is not published by Health Protection 
Scotland, but data is used to provide statistically robust estimates of the 
prevalence of the virus. This will allow the right strategies to be put in place to 
respond effectively to Covid-19. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to the reported comments of a former chief medical 
officer in response to the COVID-19 outbreak that it should "Test, test, test. 
Trace the contacts and isolate them". 
 

S5W-28534  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 4 May we published our strategy to help disrupt 
community transmission of the virus, "Test, Trace, Isolate, Support" (link here: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-
support/ 
 
This document sets out the Scottish approach to "test, trace and isolate, 
support" and the extensive work that is now underway to prepare for its 
implementation. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many of the planned 1.2 million COVID-19 tests in sentinel practices 
have been carried out. 
 

S5W-28535  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government did not commit to undertake 1.2 
million COVID-19 tests in sentinel practices – 1.2 million is the maximum 
representative population that the network of 200 GP practices involved in 
testing covers. 
 
To maximise access to COVID-19 testing post-lockdown, and in response to 
the implementation of the new Community Pathway, we continue to work with 
NHS Boards to operate a community testing programme for enhanced 
surveillance. This approach is based around triage from NHS 24 to 
community telephone hubs and community assessment centres, rather than 
through GP practices. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-test-trace-isolate-support/
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This will provide information on those people presenting with mild to moderate 
symptoms and widens our understanding of Covid-19 within the community. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
correspondence the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport has had with the 
relevant representatives of care homes and nursing homes during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-28454  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is in regular written and phone 
contact with Scottish Care, who are the representative body of most care 
home providers in Scotland, on a range of matters relating to Covid-19 and I 
regularly speak to their CEO, Dr Donald Macaskill. Matters that we continue to 
have regular dialogue with Scottish Care include: the response to Covid 19, 
infection and control and clinical matters, development of guidance, PPE, care 
home sustainability and workforce matters.  Scottish Care and their members 
are actively involved in a range of national care home groups to support care 
homes at this time. This includes the Care Home Rapid Action Group and the 
Clinical and Professional Advisory Group for Care Homes. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance has been issued by local authorities to care homes and nursing 
homes on the provision of personal protective equipment (PPE). 
 

S5W-28453  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland, jointly with the Department of 
Health and Social Care, Public Health Wales, Public Health Agency Northern 
Ireland, Public Health England and NHS England published updated personal 
protective equipment (PPE) guidance for all health and social care settings 
including care homes and nursing homes in relation to COVID-19 on 2 April. 
The revised guidance is available at: www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-
topics/covid-19/. The guidance outlines what type of PPE frontline health and 
social care workers should be wearing in different settings and scenarios. This 
guidance was widely communicated to health and social care bodies, 
including Scottish Care, Coalition of Care and Support Providers in Scotland 
(CCPS) and Health and Social Care Partnerships. 
 
The Scottish Government also issued a joint statement with COSLA and 
Trade Unions on 9 April confirming that this four Nations guidance is the 
official and fully comprehensive guidance on the matter of the use of PPE in 
the context of COVID-19.  
 
Health Protection Scotland guidance also refers to the use of PPE. 
 

www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/
www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance it issued to local authorities on limiting the transmission of COVID-
19 in care homes and nursing homes at the start of the pandemic. 
 

S5W-28452  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland (HPS) publishes infection control 
guidance for all care homes including those run by Local Authorities which is 
updated regularly. It was most recently updated on 20 May. The HPS 
guidance is based on the National Infection Prevention and Control Manual 
and includes advice on how to prevent and manage the spread of all 
respiratory infections including COVID-19.  
 
To supplement HPS guidance, the Scottish Government also issued clinical 
and practice guidance for care homes. This was first published on 13 March 
and updated on 26 March and 15 May. This guidance draws on the HPS 
guidance but provides more detailed information on some of the practical 
steps that are required to protect staff and residents. Both the HPS and the 
Scottish Government guidance is continually reviewed to take account of the 
emerging picture around COVID-19. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what guidance has been given to care homes 
regarding limiting the transmission of COVID-19 in addition to that published 
by Health Protection Scotland on personal protective equipment (PPE). 
 

S5W-28416  
 
Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has published infection 
control guidance for care homes which is updated regularly and most recently 
on 20 May. The HPS guidance is based on the National Infection Prevention 
and Control Manual and includes advice on how to prevent and manage the 
spread of all respiratory infections including COVID-19.  
 
To supplement HPS guidance, the Scottish Government also issued clinical 
and practice guidance for care homes. This was first published on 13 March 
and updated on 26 March and 15 May. This guidance draws on the HPS 
guidance but provides more detailed information on some of the practical 
steps that are required to protect staff and residents. Both the HPS and the 
Scottish Government guidance are continually reviewed to take account of the 
emerging picture around COVID-19. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many items of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) have been distributed to care homes by the NHS National 
Distribution Centre since the COVID-19 outbreak began. 
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S5W-28413  

 
Jeane Freeman: Between 19 March (when the NHS National Services 
Scotland social care PPE triage helpline was launched) and 15 May, the 
following products have been distributed to residential care homes from the 
national stock. This is a daily changing picture, and the number of items will 
now be higher.   
 
Aprons   4,564,502 
Gloves   6,750,069 
Masks   3,102,461 
Eye Protection  156,935 
FFP3    320 
Visors   200 
Total    14,574,487 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what arrangements have been made with private 
healthcare providers regarding the provision of services to the NHS during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-28961  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28933 on  
2 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many NHS patients have received 
treatment in the independent sector during the period of the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
 

S5W-28933  
 
Jeane Freeman: Across Scotland, there are 4 hospitals within the 
independent sector being utilised, delivering activity across a range of 
specialties. At week ending 17 May, 943 urgent surgical cancer procedures 
had been undertaken, and 1249 Outpatient appointments, which has provided 
support to 9 NHS Boards. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the estimated rate of infection (R number) is for 
COVID-19 (a) nationally and (b) broken down by each NHS board. 
 

S5W-28917  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: Based on the latest range of estimates provided to the 
Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE), the Scottish Government 
believes the R value to currently lie between 0.7 and 1.0. 
 
The models used to produce these figures use data at a national level and 
therefore this figure cannot broken down by NHS board. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government who the members are of its COVID-19-related scientific advisory 
group; when the minutes of the group's meetings will be published, and 
whether special advisers attend its meetings in an official or informal basis. 
 

S5W-28901  
 
Jeane Freeman: The list of group members and notes of discussions which 
have taken place are available here: https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-
government-covid-19-advisory-group/ 
 
Special advisors do not attend these meetings in an official or informal basis. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what assistance it is providing to the care home 
sector in Inverclyde to reduce the number of COVID-19-related deaths. 
 

S5W-28867  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is supporting the care home 
sector across Scotland and my officials are in regular contact with Health and 
Social Care Partnerships (HSCPs) in Scotland, including Inverclyde HSCP, to 
support them to manage and deal with the impacts of the COVID outbreak. 
The Care Inspectorate alongside other partners is also in regular contact with 
care homes and is providing them with support including infection control. 
 
Directors of Public Health have been tasked with providing enhanced clinical 
leadership and have contacted every care home in Scotland to assess how 
they are managing infection prevention and control, staffing, training, physical 
distancing and testing. This is alongside enhanced clinical support for 
residents from primary care teams including GPs and community nurses.  
 
From 18 May, new arrangements for ensuring appropriate clinical and 
professional oversight for care homes have been put in place. As part of this 
multi-disciplinary teams comprising key clinical leads from NHS Boards and 
Local Authorities including Chief Social Work Officers are providing oversight 
of local care homes. This approach builds on recent actions and existing local 
arrangements in helping to keep residents safe.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group/
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To supplement this clinical oversight, the Scottish Government has 
established a Care Home Rapid Action Group. This is a national group set up 
to monitor developments in the care home sector, reacting swiftly to 
developing issues and coordinating our wider package of support to the 
sector. A clinical and professional advisory group has also been established 
to provide advice and guidance on preventing and managing COVID-19 in 
care homes. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it was first informed of a case of COVID-19 in Scotland; what it did to 
alert the public to the case, and what public health message it put out 
following the case. 
 

S5W-29015  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government was first informed of a case of 
COVID-19 in Scotland on Sunday 1 March 2020 by Health Protection 
Scotland. Ministers were informed and a SGoRR(M) chaired by the First 
Minister was held that evening.  
 
A news release was published on the Scottish Government website and on 
social media on 1 March informing the public of the case. The First Minister 
then gave a press conference the same evening. 
https://www.gov.scot/news/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
Public health messaging at that time focussed on following good hygiene 
practices, such as washing your hands frequently with soap and water or 
alcohol hand sanitiser; avoiding direct hand contact with eyes, nose and 
mouth; and covering your nose and mouth with a tissue when coughing or 
sneezing. This was accompanied by a “catch it, bin it, kill it” campaign. 
 
Additionally, those who had travelled to affected areas and developed 
symptoms were advised to go home and phone their GP or NHS 24 out of 
hours. 
 
Members of the public were then, as now, encouraged to visit the NHS Inform 
website for the latest advice. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it, any of its agencies or the NHS has contracted with Amazon to 
deliver and/or collect COVID-19 tests. 
 

S5W-29010  
 
Jeane Freeman: Neither the Scottish Government, any of its agencies or the 
NHS in Scotland have not contracted with Amazon to deliver and/or collect 
Covid-19 tests. We are aware that the UK Government has contracted with 

https://www.gov.scot/news/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Amazon in respect of the delivery of home testing kits as part of the UK 
Testing Programme. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many COVID-19-related deaths in each NHS board area 
have been reported to the Health and Safety Executive under the Reporting of 
Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences regulations. 
 

S5W-28992  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not have access to this 
information as it held by the Health and Safety Executive which is reserved. 
 
The total number of deaths in each health board where COVID-19 was 
mentioned on the death certificate is published weekly by the National 
Records of Scotland https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats 
 
Where a death is attributable to the workplace (within the terms set out by the 
HSE) it is RIDDOR reportable and HSE are the body responsible for carrying 
out any such investigation. Not all deaths of workers reported to the Health 
and Safety Executive (HSE) will be attributable to workplace contracted 
Covid-19. 
 
Where a death is RIDDOR reportable (and if the employer chose to 
investigate at its discretion), we would expect any local investigation to take 
place in line with usual policies and procedures and for the employer to 
comply with any other investigation i.e. the HSE investigation or an Fatal 
Accident Enquiry if it were announced. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will expand its COVID-19 testing to include residents in sheltered 
accommodation. 
 

S5W-29006  
 
Jeane Freeman: Advice on COVID-19 testing for residents in sheltered 
accommodation is provided by Health Protection Scotland. Health Protection 
Scotland also provide a control measure tool for the control of incidents and 
outbreaks in Social or Community Care and Residential Settings, and 
measures to be taken to ensure shielding in such facilities in order to best 
protect the most vulnerable.  
 
Local Health Protection Teams are able to advise on the need for testing of 
residents and staffing in sheltered housing accommodation taking account of 
the circumstances of the facility and will provide advice on other Infection 
Prevention and Control measures to help limit further spread of the virus.  
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats
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Additional to any testing which may be undertaken by the local Health 
Protection Team, any staff who are symptomatic would also be eligible for 
testing through the UK Government’s programme in Scotland. Anyone in 
Scotland, age five or over, who is presenting with symptoms, will be able to 
book a test at the drive-in or mobile test centres. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 outbreaks/cases it has not made public due to patient 
confidentiality or for any other reason. 
 

S5W-29045  
 
Jeane Freeman: We report the number of all cases for people testing positive 
for COVID-19 through our daily briefings. 
 
In any outbreak, an independent, multi-disciplinary, multi-agency group 
Incident Management Team (IMT) is established. The IMT provides a 
framework, response and resources to enable the NHS board and other 
statutory agencies to fulfil their remits. The IMT considers what information 
can be released to maintain patient confidentiality while also protecting public 
health. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of previously published scientific trials in 1994, 
2006 and 2015 stating that negative ion ionisers are effective at reducing 
cross infectivity, whether it has considered using them as an additional 
method to protect care workers against COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29100  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason the Gartnavel COVID-19 testing centre was closed at a time 
when concerns were reportedly being raised by care home staff that they 
were passing on the virus to residents, some of whom subsequently died. 
 

S5W-29077  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that people 
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with epilepsy can access (a) the Personal Independence Payment and (b) 
Carer's Allowance without any delay due to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29247  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Scottish Government continues to work with 
the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) to ensure that Scottish clients 
get the financial support they are entitled to, including Personal Independence 
Payment (PIP) and Carer’s Allowance (CA), while contingency measures are 
in place due to Covid-19. This includes exploring concerns individuals or 
stakeholders have raised about access to PIP.  
 
To protect access to CA and Carer’s Allowance Supplement during the 
coronavirus outbreak, emergency regulations were laid in the Scottish 
Parliament on 2 April and came into force the following day. Where people 
are not able to provide 35 hours of care because they, or the person they are 
caring for, are ill or self-isolating due to coronavirus, their CA will continue to 
be paid. Guidance has also been changed so a carer no longer needs to 
provide care in person where this is not possible due to self-isolation.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact the growth in unemployment because of the 
COVID-19 outbreak has had on devolved benefits, and whether it will publish 
the modelling it is using to reach its position. 
 

S5W-29345  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: The number of applications received, decisions 
made, payments and expenditure for Best Start Grant and Funeral Support 
Payment since the start of the COVID-19 outbreak have remained fairly 
consistent. 
 
However as the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on the labour market is 
already evidenced in the increased Universal Credit claims, we expect that 
there will be a corresponding increase in applications, and subsequently 
expenditure for the low income benefits delivered by Social Security Scotland. 
 
Modelling is continuously developing as the COVID-19 crisis unfolds and 
more information becomes available. The Scottish Fiscal Commission, as 
Scotland's official and independent forecaster, will provide updated forecasts. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government at what phase of the COVID-19 routemap disabled people who 
require mobility assistance will be able to receive it from people outwith their 
household, such as guiding for blind and partially-sighted people. 
 

S5W-29296  
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Christina McKelvie: In order to minimise opportunities for the virus to 
transmit from one person to another, people should stay at home as much as 
possible. The route map sets out incremental progress, and allows for 
individuals should take into consideration their own circumstances and health 
in making decisions about going out and meeting others. 
 
At all times it has been permitted for people to go out to help anyone at risk 
who needs support, this includes providing guide support. Furthermore, we 
would strongly advise that people who will be meeting up with someone from 
whom they will not be able to physically distance should stringently follow the 
guidance for unpaid carers which covers similar circumstances. 
 
The guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-
carers-providing-personal-care/pages/general-advice/ 
 
In the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Phase 1: staying at home and away from 
others (physical distancing) guidance it explicitly states that there are 
exceptions to the public gatherings rule for limited purposes. This includes if 
someone from one of those households requires a carer, from another 
household, to assist them for their health and wellbeing, that carer is also 
permitted to attend. 
 
The guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-and-
away-from-others/pages/stopping-public-gatherings/. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers-providing-personal-care/pages/general-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers-providing-personal-care/pages/general-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/pages/stopping-public-gatherings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/pages/stopping-public-gatherings/
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 2 JUNE 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 
1. Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what the daily average 
number of COVID-19 tests carried out last week was. (S5T-02218)  
 
2. Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that there have been around 600 more deaths in care homes from 
COVID-19 than officially recorded. (S5T-02220)  

3. Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to update 
its advice for people who are shielding from COVID-19. (S5T-02232)  
 
Answers to all of the above questions can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02218
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02220
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02232
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12669&i=114617
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Written questions lodged on 02 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 16 June 2020) 

S5W-29546 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-28170 by Jeane Freeman on 1 June 2020, and in 
light of its COVID-19 Advisory Group being established after it made the 
decision on or around 12 March 2020 to end its test, trace and isolate 
approach, whether it will publish the scientific evidence on which it based its 
decision to not roll out community testing for COVID-19, and for what reason it 
did not provide this information in its answer. 
S5W-29553 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it considers 
it will be safe to fully resume cervical screening tests and, in light of reports 
that many tests are overdue because of the COVID-19 lockdown, what action 
it will take to deal with the backlog. 
S5W-29555 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how long it 
considers it safe for a cervical screening test to be overdue. 
S5W-29562 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
reviewed Abellio ScotRail’s proposals for changes to the redeveloped 
Glasgow Queen Street station Travel Shop in light of COVID-19 and the need 
for social distancing. 
S5W-29569 Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is, 
regarding the impact in Scotland, to reports of an expected loss of 12,000 
British Airways jobs, 40% wage reductions for employees kept on, and the 
pressuring of workers to sign new right-waiving contracts, in light of BA’s 
conglomerate company, ING, receiving multi-million pound support packages 
from the UK and Spanish governments. 
S5W-29571 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications to the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises Hardship 
fund have been (a) approved and (b) rejected, and how many payments have 
been made. 
S5W-29572 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what steps 
it is taking to ensure that there is national coordination in place to set up 
COVID-19-free sites for cancer surgery, and what cancers these sites will be 
able to treat. 
S5W-29574 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with the Foreign Office regarding the repatriation of the 
oil rig workers from Scotland who are stranded in India due to the restrictions 
on inbound flights that have been imposed in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 
S5W-29575 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many Do 
Not Resuscitate forms have been issued to patients in each month since 
January 2016. 
S5W-29576 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government in which phase 
of the route map for exiting COVID-19 it expects driving lessons will be 
allowed to resume. 
S5W-29577 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to the STUC Black Workers Committee open letter to the First Minister of 22 
May 2020 regarding the impact of COVID-19 on BAME workers. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29546
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29553
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29555
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29562
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29569
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29571
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29572
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29574
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29575
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29576
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29577
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S5W-29579 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what 
assistance it is giving to public transport firms with the recruiting of social 
distancing marshals for each phase of COVID-19 lockdown easing. 
S5W-29580 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government when it expect 
flights to recommence from the country's airports and at what rate these will 
be reintroduced, in light of EasyJet announcing plans to resume 
some services from 15 June 2020. 
S5W-29581 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
support it will provide to the coach industry in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, in light of reports that a number of businesses are facing 
permanent closure, which could impact on jobs and the tourism sector. 
S5W-29582 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
allocate to the transport sector all Barnett consequentials arising from UK 
Government transport initiatives in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-29583 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
support cycle training to enable socially-distanced safe cycling to and 
from schools when pupils return. 
S5W-29584 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government whether more 
effective deer management systems will be an integral part of its green 
recovery from the COVID-19 crisis.  
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29579
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29580
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29581
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29582
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29583
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29584
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

