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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 18 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 18 June can be found on page 24 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Virtual Questions relating to COVID-19 on 18 June, are included 
at page 21. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 18 June) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what restrictions will be put in place at phase 3 of its 
COVID-19 route map in respect of "live events permitted with restricted 
numbers and physical distancing restrictions". 
 

S5W-29766 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The events sector provides a significant contribution to 
Scotland's cultural life and to our economy. We are determined that it will 
rebound strongly from the current crisis and a return for live events with 
restrictions in place during phase 3 will support this. 
 
The restrictions that will be in place during phase 3 are being developed, 
informed by public health advice and views of the sector. Details of these 
restrictions will be published when this process is complete. 
 
The Scottish Government is currently engaging with event organisers, their 
supply chain, trade unions, local authorities, the Health and Safety Executive 
and others with an interest on development of sectoral guidance for events. 
This will help to ensure that events can restart safely. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, what action it is taking to ensure that risk assessments 
are carried out by contact/call centre employers, trade unions and staff health 
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and safety representatives, and what support it can provide to those 
representatives in facilities without an organised union presence. 
 

S5W-29726 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The health and wellbeing of individuals, communities and 
the economy is the priority of the Scottish Government. The Scottish 
Government has produced Business and Physical Distancing Guidance to 
help businesses and their employees to follow health protection advice. It is 
clear that employers have a statutory duty to ensure that workers’ health and 
safety is protected. This includes undertaking risk assessments of their work 
activity, assessing the risk from Covid-19 spread in the workplace, and putting 
in place appropriate mitigating measures.  
 
Where companies and their workforce do not have access to the skills to 
undertake risk assessments in-house they should together explore external 
support options to put in place appropriate mitigation measures, for example 
through their trade association, health and safety consultancies or trade union 
health and safety representatives.  
 
We understand that some sectors may not have a significant level of trade 
union membership in all areas. Where this is the case, employers should 
engage with workforce representatives in the way that they would engage 
with trade union representatives. There is HSE guidance available on worker 
involvement at: https://www.hse.gov.uk/involvement/.  
 
We are working closely with the key regulatory bodies; the Health and Safety 
Executive, Local Authorities and the Police, to ensure a joined up approach to 
the enforcement and monitoring of workplace public health measures. We 
have issued a joint statement that sets how these bodies will work together to 
ensure workplaces operate safely and in compliance with regulations, this is 
available at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-
work-places-statement/.  
 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
in light of reported concerns with safety in such facilities because of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, what action it will take to ensure that all contact/call 
centre staff are tested for the virus and that any people found positive are 
isolated, treated and subject to contact-tracing, in line with the South Korean 
model of best practice. 
 

S5W-29727 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/involvement/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-work-places-statement/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-work-places-statement/
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Jamie Hepburn: The health and wellbeing of individuals, communities and 
the economy is the priority of the Scottish Government. All employers in 
Scotland should follow the existing Scottish guidance, support workers to 
follow health protection advice and have a statutory duty to ensure that 
workers’ health and safety is protected. This includes undertaking risk 
assessments of their work activity, assessing the risk from Covid-19 spread in 
the workplace, and putting in place appropriate mitigating measures. 
 
As part of risk assessments companies should explore with trade union or 
workforce representatives how to respond should anyone develop symptoms 
while at work, including whether it is possible to identify any particular parts of 
the workplace the individual may have accessed or equipment used while 
symptomatic. This should include consideration of how best to monitor health 
of all individuals in a workplace. 
 
Test and Protect is Scotland’s approach to implementing the 'test, trace, 
isolate, support' strategy. It is a public health measure designed to break 
chains of transmission of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the community. The 
NHS will test people who have symptoms, trace people who may have 
become infected by spending time in close contact with someone who tests 
positive, and then support those close contacts to self-isolate. Test and 
Protect Guidance for Employers is available on the Scottish Government 
website. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Local Government and Communities  
 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what access business improvement 
districts will have to funding to help support and implement safe shopping 
practices across high streets and other retail locations in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29468 
 

Aileen Campbell: I recently announced a Towns and BIDs Resilience & 
Recovery Fund of up to £2 million from the Supporting Communities Fund. 
This will build on the £1 million BIDs Resilience Fund announced in March, 
but with a wider towns focus, extending support to towns which do not have 
constituted BIDs. BIDs and towns organisations will be able to access at least 
£1.7 million of this funding directly through applying to Scotland’s Towns 
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Partnership (STP), and BIDs can access the Fund from September when the 
BIDs Resilience Fund expires. 
 
Through the BIDs Resilience Fund, BIDs are providing urgent support and 
advice to local businesses and communities affected by the COVID-19 
emergency. They are working with their local councils, partners, businesses 
and communities on a wide range of initiatives to support the implementation 
of safe shopping practices as lockdown restrictions are relaxed. These 
measures include enhanced CCTV and security, promoting safe practice 
guides for businesses and local residents, physical distancing markers for 
businesses, hand sanitising equipment, Perspex shields and related PPE. 
BIDs will continue to cascade best practice to businesses and communities as 
advice emerges. 
 
We continue to work with STP to consider the impact of COVID-19 on town 
centres and what will be required for the recovery, as well as taking account 
of ambitions for net-zero, inclusive growth and place. 

 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when the 2019-20 child poverty report will be 
published. 
 

S5W-29642 
 

Aileen Campbell: As I outlined in response to S5W-29680 on 8 June 2020; 
due to the unprecedented impact of Coronavirus we have made the difficult 
decision to delay preparation and publication of the 2019-20 Progress Report 
on Child Poverty, which was required by end June 2020. 
 
This has allowed officials to focus efforts on protecting communities from the 
impacts of the virus in line with the powers provided by the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Act 2020. 
 
We will consult with the Poverty and Inequality Commission in relation to 
progress made and the further progress required, ensuring they have the time 
they need to consider this request. 
 
Tackling child poverty remains an absolute priority and we are committed to 
publishing the report as soon as reasonably practicable in the circumstances. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when churches will be allowed to reopen as part 
of the process of easing the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-29631 
 

Aileen Campbell: We acknowledge the outstanding contribution of Scotland’s 
faith communities, including our Christian Communities, and recognise the 
difficulty in being unable to come together or attend places of worship during 
this challenging time. However, we know faith communities understand that 
these restrictions are vital to protect our NHS workers and carers, and to save 
lives. 
 
On 21 May, the First Minister outlined Scotland's route map through and out 
of the COVID-19 crisis, which is available on the Scottish Government 
website. This takes an evidence-led approach to easing restrictions and sets 
out a phased approach towards reopening places of worship. 
 
Current guidance remains to stay at home and only travel where it is essential 
to do so. For this reason, places of worship are currently only able to open for 
very limited purposes; for funerals, to broadcast an act of worship and to 
provide essential voluntary services. However, it is anticipated that restrictions 
around places of worship may begin to ease at phase 2 of the route map, at 
which time they may be able to open for individual prayer and at phase 3, 
when we anticipate they may be able to open to extended groups for services. 
Opening at each of these phases would be subject to physical distancing and 
hygiene safeguards. 
 
We will continue to engage in discussion with our faith communities as we 
work towards developing guidance to assist them to reopen places of worship 
in line with the phases I have outlined, including how this can be done as 
safely as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which phase of the COVID-19 lockdown transition plan will allow 
community centres to reopen and function. 
 

S5W-29662 
 

Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government published online guidance for 
community and public services including community facilities on 8 June 2020, 
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and will continue to keep this guidance under regular review: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-can-and-
cannot-do/pages/sport-culture-and-leisure/. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what public health initiatives it plans to promote the importance 
of maintaining good physical and mental health during the various stages of 
the COVID-19 lockdown process. 
 

S5W-29560 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: We are working collaboratively with partners across the 
physical activity sector to ensure that we are best able to support people to 
keep physically active during the Covid-19 outbreak and as restrictions 
continue to be lifted. 
 
sportscotland in partnership with SAMH (Scottish Association for Mental 
Health), is linking physical activity and mental health in a bid to encourage 
people to continue to reap the benefits of exercise through their #WeAreHere 
campaign. 
 
In April, the Scottish Government launched the ‘Clear your Head’ campaign to 
help people look after their own mental health and wellbeing during, and after, 
the COVID-19 outbreak. Working with partner organisations, the TV, radio 
and digital campaign and its website provide practical advice and tips on 
coping with the restrictions and signposts people to further sources of 
information and support (www.clearyourhead.scot). 
 
We are and will continue to work closely with a range of partners and 
stakeholders, including Police Scotland, to ensure we have an up to date 
overview of any arising challenges or concerns. I fully recognise the 
importance of ensuring we are aware of trends and patterns of use, and we 
are taking forward work with Public Health Scotland to use and develop our 
public health surveillance data to better understand drug trends. This will 
enable us to develop effective approaches to meeting the needs of different 
groups, including young people, who are at risk at the earliest possible stage. 
 
Evidence tells us that the vast majority of children and young people in 
Scotland have not used drugs, with numbers generally decreasing since 
2002. However we cannot be complacent and our alcohol and drug strategy is 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-can-and-cannot-do/pages/sport-culture-and-leisure/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-can-and-cannot-do/pages/sport-culture-and-leisure/
http://www.clearyourhead.scot/
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clear in its commitments to achieve an outcome which will ensure that fewer 
people develop problem drug use. In order to help achieve this, we have 
committed to revise and improve the programme of substance use education 
in schools to ensure it is good quality, impactful and in line with best practice. 

 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many Do Not Resuscitate forms have been 
issued to patients in each month since January 2016. 
 

S5W-29575 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29407 on  
10 June 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available 
on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, what action is 
being taken to ensure that blind and partially-sighted people receive 
accessible and timely information about local and national changes to primary 
and secondary eye care services, including the re-commencement of surgery 
and screening. 
 

S5W-29607 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Charter of Patient Rights and Responsibilities makes 
clear that everyone should be given information about their treatment and 
care in a format or language that meets their needs. NHS Boards, who are 
responsible for the provision of primary and secondary eye care services in 
their area, will be reminded during remobilisation planning of their 
responsibilities under the Charter to ensure this patient right is met. We will 
also continue to engage with key stakeholders in the sight loss sector to 
ensure that changes to eye care services are appropriately communicated at 
a national level. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many communications have been received 
by the NHS Scotland confidential alert line in each month since it was 
established. 
 

S5W-29616 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has published information on the 
number of calls to the NHS Scotland confidential alert line since the service 
was established on 2 April 2013. This along with further information on the 
service, as well as detailed reports available from August 2014, can be 
accessed at www.gov.scot/collections/nhs-confidential-alert-line/. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government which cancer screening lab teams have not 
been used during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29617 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: During the COVID-19 outbreak all cancer screening lab staff 
have continued to work on a variety of activities, including ongoing processing 
of tests which were returned prior to the pause of the screening programmes 
and assisting with testing for COVID-19. 
 
There is ongoing work to prepare for the resumption of screening which 
includes lab staff preparing to start work on new tests as soon as they are 
received. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to issue guidance that cyclists 
and runners should wear protective face coverings when sharing space with 
pedestrians. 
 

S5W-29621 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government continues to consider evidence 
and recommendations including from The Scientific Advisory Group on 
Emergencies (SAGE).”. Our guidance on face coverings also makes clear 
one of the most effective measures to reduce transmission is to stay 2 metres 
away from other people, apart from members of your household. That 
remains our instruction to those who are exercising. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many drug-related deaths there have been 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29630 

http://www.gov.scot/collections/nhs-confidential-alert-line/
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Joe FitzPatrick: National Records Scotland (NRS) are responsible for 
publishing the Scottish drug death statistics on an annual basis. The last 
publication made by NRS was in July 2019. 
 
We are currently awaiting details from them with regards to the date of 
publication for the 2019-2020 drug death statistics, which will include 
information on the number of recorded drug-related deaths during the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
 
The Drug Death Taskforce (DDTF) and officials are in regular contact with 
Police Scotland around suspected drug deaths during this time. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will extend COVID-19 testing to asymptomatic oil and 
gas workers to enable a safe increase in production activity. 
 

S5W-29657 
 

Clare Haughey: Our testing strategy is based on expert clinical and scientific 
advice, and it is kept under constant review. At this time, we are not offering 
testing to oil and gas workers who do not have symptoms. 
 
Testing people who are not presenting with symptoms cannot indicate 
whether someone is incubating the disease, and may develop it later. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what specific actions it is taking to minimise the long-term 
impacts of COVID-19 and lockdown on the mental health and wellbeing of 
children and young people. 
 

S5W-29784 
 

Clare Haughey: We have invested £105,000 to support Young Scot to create 
Aye Feel, an enhanced digital mental wellbeing resource for young people. 
The new content is hosted on Young Scot’s own digital platform – as well as 
on social media. Aye Feel provides a place where young people can find 
information and advice within Young Scot’s well-established set of services 
which young people already use. 
 
We have made support and advice around mental health for parents/carers 
and children available on Parent Club. This includes free access to Solihull 
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Online, which is a resource which helps parents and carers to better 
understand their child’s emotional development and supports the 
development of healthy relationships. The resource is signposted on Parent 
Club, ParentZone and Clear Your Head. 
 
In March, £2 million of new funding was allocated to Local Authorities to 
support the planning and development of new community mental health and 
wellbeing services for 5-25 year olds, their families and carers. Services are 
expected to be in place this financial year and will be part of the long term 
solution for those experiencing poor mental health and wellbeing, including as 
a result of the Covid 19 pandemic. To enable delivery of the services funding 
of up to £15 million per annum will also be available. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether people who are recovering from COVID-19 have (a) 
been given information on trauma and PTSD and (b) rapid access to 
psychological support if needed. 
 

S5W-29785 
 

Clare Haughey: Clinical and care staff across health and social care teams in 
Scotland have been providing care, support and treatment to people 
recovering from Covid-19 in line with the principles of psychological first aid, 
which include education about responses to trauma, provision of information 
on coping, and care for immediate needs. When clinically indicated, 
appropriate access will be provided to the range of evidence based support 
and care, including specialist psychological support. 
 
The Scottish Government is fully committed to developing a trauma informed 
and trauma responsive workforce across Scotland that can minimise distress, 
overcome barriers and build trust. Since 2018, we have invested over £1.5 
million in a National Trauma Training Programme to support all sectors of the 
workforce in trauma informed practice, as well as to embed and sustain this 
model of working. 
 
The Scottish Government is investing a total of £6 million of additional funding 
to support the population’s mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
beyond. This includes £3.8 million to increase the capacity of NHS 24’s 
telephone and online services, and to extend the availability of digital 
therapies, and £1 million to roll out the Distress Brief Intervention Programme 
on a national basis. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to provide adequate supplies of (a) PPE 
and (b) hand sanitising products to carers of people with poor mental health. 
 

S5W-29806 
 

Clare Haughey: There will be many people in Scotland caring for, or 
supporting, people with mental health problems. Some will require PPE, 
depending on their caring role. 
 
Given the immense pressure that global supply chains for PPE have been put 
under during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Scottish Government 
has set up supplies of PPE from the national stock to support organisations 
and individual carers providing social care support. 
 
Social care PPE Hubs were set up in local communities in March, and are 
now providing PPE for unpaid carers and Personal Assistants that need it, as 
well as supporting the wider social care sector with its PPE needs, where 
normal supply routes fail. Stocks at the Hubs include the key PPE items and 
hand sanitiser. 
 
There is advice on the Scottish Government website for unpaid carers, 
Personal Assistants and social care provider organisations about how to 
access their local Hub. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to a study by the University of Oxford, 
Oxford ARC Study, Achieving Resilience During COVID-19, Psychosocial 
Risk and Protective Factors Amidst a Pandemic in Adolescents, in which 
more than one-third of 13- to 18-year-olds reported high levels of loneliness, 
in light of its own responsibilities in relation to the mental health of young 
people. 
 

S5W-29791 
 

Clare Haughey: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29790 on  
18 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to the research paper, Rapid Systematic 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/ppe-access-for-social-care-providers-and-unpaid-carers/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Review: The Impact of Social Isolation and Loneliness on the Mental Health 
of Children and Adolescents in the Context of COVID-19, which was 
published in the Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry, including the paper's finding that children who have experienced 
long periods of loneliness are three times more likely to suffer from 
depression in future, in light of its own responsibilities for the mental health of 
young people. 
 

S5W-29790 
 

Clare Haughey: We welcome research on the impact that the current 
pandemic could have on mental health, both now and in the future. Which is 
why we are asking the Mental Health Research Advisory Group (RAG) to 
focus on this task and working closely with Public Health Scotland. This will 
inform our ongoing response. 
 
The web resource Aye Feel was launched on the 18 May, and is a universal 
offer, available to all children and young people, and connects general 
population level information and links to practical support. There are 
appropriate links and signposting for young people who may be experiencing 
mental ill health or distress, to ensure young people can access the right 
support for their circumstances, this includes advice and information about 
loneliness. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has issued regarding the 
racing of pigeons during the COVID-19 outbreak, and whether it has granted 
the Royal Pigeon Racing Association approval to resume racing. 
 

S5W-29647 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has issued no specific guidance 
regarding the racing of pigeons during the Covid-19 outbreak. We have 
issued advice for animal owners to ensure that the basic welfare needs of 
kept animals can be met under the current restrictions. Correspondence with 
Scottish pigeon racing organisations have advised that, at the current time, it 
is best that racing pigeons are exercised from their home loft. In addition, 
permission was offered for birds belonging to a small number of racers to be 
transported, under physical distancing rules and in disinfected crates, to a 
distance of less than 5 miles and released for a slightly longer flight.  
 
The Scottish Government has issued no specific approval to allow for the 
resumption of pigeon racing. The Public Health (Coronavirus) (Scotland) 2020 
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Regulations underpin physical distancing measures, supported by guidance 
from the Scottish Government and Public Health Scotland. It is critical that 
organisations and individuals consider application of both guidance and the 
regulations in respect of their own specific circumstances.  
 
As we have entered phase one of the Scottish Government’s phased 
relaxation of lockdown measures, there is now no limit to the number of times 
people can go outside for recreation or exercise. Additionally, whilst outdoors, 
people are permitted to exercise or participate in recreation with members of 
one other household, provided physical distancing and good hygiene are 
carefully maintained. In doing so they should remain within their local area 
which is broadly defined as within five miles of their home. Although 
transmission of the virus has reduced, we must not undermine the progress 
that has been made, as the restrictions in place remain the primary method of 
slowing spread of the virus, protecting the capacity of our NHS and saving 
lives. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it is aware of reports by the Care Quality Commission in 
England that problems with dispensing drugs during the COVID-19 crisis may 
be contributing to an apparent increase in deaths of people receiving 
treatment for opiate addiction, and, if so, what its response is, and whether it 
is aware of any similar issues arising in Scotland. 
 

S5W-29690 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is aware of the report by the Care 
Quality Commission in England.  
 
The measures Ministers and services have taken in Scotland will help avoid 
the situation which the report suggests may have happened in England. On 
16 April, the Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and Sport and Interim Chief 
Medical Officer wrote to all services stating that alcohol and drug services, 
including opiate Substitution Treatment (OST) remained urgent and were not 
to be de-prioritised during the pandemic. Subsequently, on 11 May, the 
Minister and Chief Pharmaceutical Officer issued a joint letter to Directors of 
Pharmacy across Scotland asking they ensure that essential pharmacy 
services are maintained and supportive of vulnerable groups, including those 
who use drugs.  
 
Throughout the pandemic our Drug Death Taskforce, alongside Public Health 
Scotland, Police Scotland and other stakeholders, have been closely 
monitoring information about potential rises in drug related deaths. To date, 
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information from Police Scotland does not suggest similar issues have arisen 
here.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish an interim report on drug-related deaths to 
date during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29691 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: National Records Scotland (NRS) are responsible for 
publishing the Scottish drug death statistics on an annual basis. The last 
publication made by NRS was in July 2019. 
 
We are currently awaiting details from them with regards to the date of 
publication for the 2019-2020 drug death statistics, which will include 
information on the number of recorded drug-related deaths during the COVID-
19 outbreak.  
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the comment by 
Jeane Freeman on 20 May 2020 that the Barnett consequentials it has 
received from “the additional resource that the UK Government has 
committed to care home work…will go to care home work in Scotland” 
(Official Report, c. 31), whether it will confirm how much has been received, 
also broken down by how much has been allocated to the North East 
Scotland parliamentary region and how this will be distributed in that area. 
 

S5W-29601 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps are being taken to ensure that the COVID-19 Test 
and Protect programme will be fully accessible for blind and partially-sighted 
people. 
 

S5W-29606 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people with no power of attorney 
have been moved from hospital to a care home since 1 January 2020. 
 

S5W-29610 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people with no power of attorney 
have had a DNACPR (do not attempt CPR) order agreed by ministers since 1 
January 2020. 
 

S5W-29611 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it had with NHS boards 
regarding the Silver Swan exercise. 
 

S5W-29612 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it had with NHS boards 
following the Silver Swan exercise regarding the distribution of national 
pandemic stockpiles. 
 

S5W-29613 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what accommodation has been provided for 
NHS staff during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29618 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what instructions or advice have been given to 
NHS staff regarding speaking to the media. 
 

S5W-29620 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what briefings ministers have received 
regarding a potential second wave of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29625 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with Scottish Care 
regarding the cost of establishing a national care service in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-29627 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28644 
by Clare Haughey on 14 May 2020, whether it will provide an update by 
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publishing the information requested regarding the number of excess deaths 
on each day since 20 April 2020. 
 

S5W-29629 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what impact the easing of the COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions will have on care homes, and what guidance it has 
issued. 
 

S5W-29632 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to include in its COVID-19 regulations advice 
regarding the use of face coverings in public spaces. 
 

S5W-29651 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have been discharged from hospital after 
recovering from COVID-19; what monitoring of post-viral symptoms is taking 
place of these people, and what plans it has to study the post-viral symptoms 
of people who have recovered from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29660 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what safety measures and 
guidance it is putting in place to allow self-catering accommodation 
businesses to trade again when it is safe to do so. 
 

S5W-29684 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government will publish sector guidance for 
Tourism & Hospitality shortly to ensure all businesses are able to operate safe 
and compliant workplaces. This has been developed in partnership with 
industry and unions through a sub-group of the Scottish Tourism Emergency 
Response Group. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what engagement it has 
had with local authorities regarding plans to allow self-catering 
accommodation businesses to trade again when it is safe to do so. 
 

S5W-29685 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group was 
established at the beginning of the crisis on 17 March, and has meet weekly 
since then. It is chaired by VisitScotland, and contains members from the 
enterprise agencies, and the Scottish Tourism Alliance as well as CoSLA who 
provide a voice for Local Authorities.   
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what engagement it has 
had with the Association of Scotland’s Self-Caterers regarding plans to allow 
self-catering accommodation businesses to trade again when it is safe to do 
so. 
 

S5W-29686 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government’s sector guidance for Tourism & 
Hospitality has been developed in partnership with industry and unions 
through a sub-group of the Scottish Tourism Emergency Response Group, of 
which the Association of Scotland’s Self-caterers (ASSC) is a member. I have 
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also engaged in a number of helpful conference calls with the ASSC to 
discuss the specific concerns and requirements of the self-catering sector.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has an indicative 
date for (a) certain types of and (b) all self-catering accommodation to trade 
again. 
 

S5W-29687 
 

Fergus Ewing: The route map shows how and when we will carefully seek to 
lift current restrictions beyond phase 1. Future phases are based on meeting 
particular criteria, including those set by the World Health Organisation. The 
Scottish Government is proposing a provisional timeframe of the week of 15 
July for the opening of the tourism sector. In line with Phase 3 of the Route-
map, this will be conditional on the scientific and public health evidence 
supporting the move at the time and compliance with sector and public health 
guidance. The indicative date will include all accommodation providers.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a one-off grant to dairy farmers affected by 
the COVID-19 outbreak, similar to that being offered in England. 
 

S5W-29768 
 

Fergus Ewing: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29470 on  
10 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx'  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29296 by Christina 
McKelvie on 2 June 2020, whether it will provide specific guidance to carers, 
including unpaid carers, regarding the guiding of blind and partially-sighted 
people during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29703 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Christina McKelvie: The Scottish Government has produced a suite of 
guidance documents which are reviewed in line with the regular three-weekly 
review of the lockdown requirements and will be read alongside the legal 
restrictions and prohibitions contained in the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. The guidance will be updated in 
line with the reviews, to take account of changing circumstances and to be as 
helpful as possible. Consideration is currently being given to what specific 
advice could best assist people who are providing guide support. 
 
The suite of Scottish Government Covid-19 guidance can be found here - 
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance/#health,careandsocialwork 

 
  

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/#health,careandsocialwork
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/#health,careandsocialwork
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 18 JUNE 2020 
 

Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 

1. Annabelle Ewing: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 

an update on its analysis of the Brexit negotiations. (S5O-04412) 

2. Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on co-

operation with Europe in relation to tackling COVID-19. (S5O-04413) 

3. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the issues 

raised by the global Black Lives Matter protests, what steps it is taking to 

acknowledge and counter Scotland’s historic role in slavery and promote the 

contribution that can be made through its international development work with 

Commonwealth countries. (S5O-04414) 

4. Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 

support vulnerable veterans during the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5O-04415) 

5. Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 

an update on Brexit negotiations. (S5O-04416) 

6. Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government what engagement and 

discussions it has had with the UK Government in relation to the forming of 

new trade agreements.  (S5O-04417) 

7. Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 

evidence submitted to the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs 

Committee stating that over 320 financial services firms have taken steps to 

relocate to Europe before the end of the Brexit transition period. (S5O-04418) 

8. Colin Beattie: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had 

with the UK Government regarding the impact of Brexit on EU-UK relations, in 

light of concerns that any breakdown could have a detrimental impact, 

including in Scotland, on the response to issues such as the COVID-19 crisis. 

(S5O-04419) 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture  

1. Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 

an update of its plans to safely reopen sectors of the economy. (S5O-04420) 

2. Gillian Martin: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to respond to 

the loss of oil and gas jobs in the North East. (S5O-04421) 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04412
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04413
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04414
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04415
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04416
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04417
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04418
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04419
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04420
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04421
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3. Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what the economic impact 

of COVID-19 has been on businesses occupying shared premises. (S5O-

04422) 

4. Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 

economic impact on retail, hospitality and leisure businesses, what 

discussions the economy secretary has had with the UK Government 

regarding the £51,000 rateable value ceiling on eligibility for the £25,000 

support grant. (S5O-04423) 

5. Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what priorities will guide 

its plans for a green economic recovery. (S5O-04424) 

6. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what action it takes to 

encourage employers and unions across major economic sectors to engage 

in national collective bargaining. (S5O-04425) 

7. Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what support is being 

provided to the theatre sector during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04426) 

8. Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is offering to the 

live music festival sector to support the return of such events in 2021. (S5O-

04427) 

Education and Skills 

1. Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 

update on what support it is providing to young people and parents across 

Dumfries and Galloway to assist with education at home during the COVID-19 

lockdown. (S5O-04428) 

2. Stewart Stevenson: To ask the Scottish Government what work is being 

undertaken to ensure that young people from more disadvantaged 

backgrounds are not digitally excluded while learning from home. (S5O-

04429) 

3. Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government how issues relating to 

racism are addressed within the Scottish education system. (S5O-04430) 

4. John Mason: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the Black Lives 

Matter campaign, how dealing with racism and Scotland's links with slavery 

are taught in schools. (S5O-04431) 

5. Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 

provide targeted support to 16- to 24-year-olds who have been shielding 

during the COVID-19 lockdown to help them gain employment. (S5O-04432) 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04422
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04422
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04423
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04424
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04425
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04426
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04427
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04427
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04428
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04429
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04429
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04430
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04431
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04432


 
 

 

 

23 
 
 

 

 

6. James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 

ensure that the SQA grading process is fair and transparent for all pupils. 

(S5O-04433) 

7. Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how blended learning will 

take account of families with more than one child. (S5O-04434) 

8. Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government what additional guidance 

and resources it is providing to local authorities to support the implementation 

of blended schooling. (S5O-04435) 

 
 
Answers to all of the above questions can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04433
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04434
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04435
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12702


 
 

 

 

24 
 
 

 

 

Written questions lodged on 18 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 16 July 2020) 
 
 
S5W-30045 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29100 by Jeane Freeman on 4 June 2020, when the 
findings from the work being undertaken to examine the effectiveness of air 
scrubbers and negative ion ionisers in tackling COVID-19 will be published. 
S5W-30048 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has taken scientific advice on sampling wastewater as a means of identifying 
the presence or tracking 30046 the spread of SARS-Cov-2. 
S5W-30051 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government what action 
NHS Highland is taking to ensure that it has sufficient plans and resources in 
place to protect its cancer treatment capacity in the event of a second wave of 
COVID-19 cases. 
S5W-30052 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
remit is of the Scottish Tourism Recovery Task Force; who its members are; 
on what dates it will meet, and when it will publish its initial recommendations. 
S5W-30056 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when 
it expects to allow commercial businesses to open their customer toilets 
for public use. 
S5W-30058 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether restrictions 
have been placed on the Individual Training Account scheme for 2020-21 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, in what sectors.  
S5W-30059 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, what consultation it had with colleges and private 
training providers to support the implementation of the 2020-21 Individual 
Training Account scheme. 
S5W-30060 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government by what date it will 
review the Individual Training Account (a) scheme and (b) grant, and whether 
it will consider increasing the level of grant in 2020-21, in light of the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30069 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government how much 
additional funding it has provided in Scotland in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and how much this represents per head of population. 
S5W-30071 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government when it is next 
scheduled to review the Student Awards Agency Scotland bursary and loan 
payment and threshold limits and, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, whether it is considering increasing these.   
S5W-30073 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to reports that care workers are twice as likely as NHS frontline 
staff to die from COVID-19, and what analysis it has carried out of the reasons 
for this situation. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30045
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30048
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30051
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30052
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30056
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30058
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30059
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30060
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30069
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30071
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30073
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S5W-30074 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on the progress it has made in securing antibody tests for 
COVID-19.  
S5W-30075 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
dental businesses do not qualify for financial support to respond to 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30076 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to highlight the increased risks from stagnant water and Legionnaires' 
disease to businesses such as hotels and leisure centres that are currently 
closed due to COVID-19, and to inform the public of ways to minimise the 
risks of contracting the disease. 
S5W-30077 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has regarding which care homes have been issued with faulty 
COVID-19 testing kits that are reportedly at risk from snapping during the test; 
how many such kits have been issued, and how many injuries have been 
reported as a result of the fault. 
S5W-30080 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it will take 
to address an increased need for mental health provision for pupils, as a 
result of COVID-19 and school closures, when schools return on 11 August.  
S5W-30081 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
primary and (b) secondary full-time equivalent school counsellors will be 
available to pupils when schools return on 11 August.  
S5W-30082 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 350 
additional school counsellors, anticipated to be in place by September 2020, 
will be in place on (a) 11 August and (b) 1 September. 
S5W-30083 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it will 
put in place to ensure that all pupils have access to a school counsellor, even 
when studying at home. 
S5W-30084 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects 
physical visits to resume in prisons. 
S5W-30085 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what social 
distancing guidelines and other measures introduced in prisons at the start of 
lockdown remain in place.  
S5W-30086 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with Scottish Prison Service regarding the reopening of prisons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30074
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Searching for questions and motions 

 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

