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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 29 June 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 29 June can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 
 
There were no Oral Questions answered on Monday 29 June. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 29 June) 
 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what the outcome was of its review into the 
border health measures that were introduced on 8 June 2020, and whether 
there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-30299 
 

Humza Yousaf: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over 
the last three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for 
them to remain in place to reduce the risk of transmission and safeguard 
health.  
 
Discussions around changes to the regulations, including any further 
exemptions, continue. We have welcomed a four nation public health 
approach since the outset of these regulations and were disappointed to learn 
of the UK Government’s proposed change to their exemptions list via the 
media on Friday evening. Decisions on the review of the health measures at 
the border for travellers to Scotland will be made by Scottish Ministers. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and 
External Affairs 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether calls via video platforms such as Zoom, MS Teams and FaceTime 
are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 
 

S5W-29923 
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Graeme Dey: It is for the Parliament rather than the Government to determine 
what activities require to be registered under the terms of the Lobbying 
(Scotland) Act 2016. Any such enquiries should be directed to the Lobbying 
Register Team in the Parliament. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to reports that hospitals and GPs are 
referring an increased number of patients to optometrists for treatment during 
the COVID-19 outbreak, placing an increased financial burden on these 
private businesses. 
 

S5W-27998 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Community optometry is the established first port of call for 
all eye problems in Scotland, and has the capacity to manage patients safely. 
Supported by a substantial package of financial support from the Scottish 
Government outlined in PCA(O)2020(4), optometrists have managed the 
majority of patients remotely during Lockdown and Phase 1, with only a small 
number of patients needing to be referred to a designated Emergency 
Eyecare Treatment Centre to be seen in person. 
 
As set out in PCA(O)2020(10), the Scottish Government is continuing to 
provide financial support to community optometry practices during Phase 2, 
as practice premises resume providing face-to-face emergency and essential 
eye care to patients as well as continuing to manage as many patients 
remotely as possible. 

 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reports of an increased number of referrals by GPs 
and hospitals for patients with conjunctivitis and red eye, which can reportedly 
signs of COVID-19, what the relevant guidelines are for (a) optometrists and 
(b) other non-NHS frontline healthcare staff. 
 

S5W-27999 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Viral conjunctivitis is not currently listed in the national case 
definition for COVID-19. The Royal College of Ophthalmologists and College 
of Optometrists have jointly advised that it is unlikely that a patient would 
present with viral conjunctivitis as a secondary complication from COVID-19 
without also having one or more of the recognised symptoms of COVID-19 - 

http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2020(O)04.pdf
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2020(O)10.pdf
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either a new continuous cough, a fever or high temperature, or a loss of or 
change in sense of smell or taste (anosmia). 
 
Community optometrists are therefore advised to treat viral conjunctivitis in 
the absence of recognised COVID-19 symptoms as they would usually treat 
any presentation of viral conjunctivitis, including normal scrupulous levels of 
infection control and hand hygiene measures. 

 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional protections and support will be given to (a) 
optometrists, (b) dentists and (c) other non-NHS frontline healthcare staff who 
do not have the same protections as NHS staff working in hospitals and 
surgeries. 
 

S5W-28000 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: To control and reduce the transmission of COVID-19, routine 
eye and dental care services were suspended on 23 March 2020. Since then 
the Scottish Government has provided financial support to enable 
optometrists and dentists to safely manage most patients remotely. 
 
Where face-to-face care is required, appropriate Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) has been provided through NHS supply channels to 
community pharmacy practices, Emergency Eyecare Treatment Centres and 
urgent dental care centres during Lockdown and Phase 1. PPE has also been 
provided to community optometry practices and dental practices in advance of 
them resuming face-to-face emergency and essential eye care and urgent 
dental care (non-aerosol generating procedures) from 22 June and 29 June 
2020 respectively. 

 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reports of an increased number of referrals by GPs 
and hospitals, whether personal protective equipment will be made available 
to (a) optometrists, (b) dentists and (c) other non-NHS frontline healthcare 
staff who are having difficulty sourcing masks and sanitisers. 
 

S5W-28001 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has worked closely with NHS 
National Procurement and territorial Health Boards during the COVID-19 
pandemic to provide appropriate Personal Protective Equipment, including 
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masks and hand sanitiser, to primary care contractor groups who are 
providing services on behalf of the NHS. 

 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with Optometry Scotland regarding 
guidelines for managing COVID-19 and staff safety. 
 

S5W-28014 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Scottish Government officials have met with Optometry 
Scotland regularly during the COVID-19 pandemic period, working 
collaboratively with others to develop and implement appropriate guidelines 
for managing patients and staff safely. Officials will continue to regularly meet 
with Optometry Scotland to ensure that the recovery of community eye care 
services is delivered in a phased approach, which prioritises the safety of 
patients and staff. 
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Written questions lodged on 29 June 2020 
(Expected Answer Date: 25 July 2020) 
 
 
S5W-30275 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
unsuccessful applications for COVID-19 business support grants have 
been reassessed in each local authority area; how many have been awarded 
funding as a result, and what the total value of that funding has been. 
S5W-30276 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to 
the answer to question S5W-28973 by Clare Haughey on 19 May 2020, what 
information it has now received from the National Records of Scotland and the 
Scottish Learning Disability Observatory regarding the number of people with 
(a) autism and (b) learning disabilities who have died from COVID-19. 
S5W-30277 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
pandemic management exercises have been run in Scotland relating to (a) 
influenza, (b) coronaviruses and (c) other diseases, and whether it has 
published the reports and recommendations from each of these. 
S5W-30278 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
assessing the pandemic preparedness of care homes is part of the Care 
Inspectorate’s remit, and, if so, how many care homes it has inspected for 
pandemic preparedness in each of the last five years.  
S5W-30279 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
has received any thematic reports from the Care Inspectorate dealing with 
pandemic preparedness in care homes, and if so, whether it will publish such 
reports.  
S5W-30280 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether any 
of its pandemic management exercises tested the pandemic preparedness of 
care homes, and, if so, whether it will (a) list all the aspects that were tested 
as part of each exercise and (b) publish the assessment reports and 
recommendations from each.  
S5W-30281 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
rates of (a) vacancies and (b) sickness absence for care home staff have 
been in each of the last six months in the (i) private, (ii) voluntary and (iii) 
public sector. 
S5W-30282 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of care home staff is currently paid the Living Wage in the (a) 
private, (b) voluntary and (c) public sector. 
S5W-30283 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what level of 
sick pay is provided in the event of sickness absence to care home staff in the 
(a) private, (b) voluntary and (c) public sector. 
S5W-30284 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the British Neuroscience Association’s recent survey into the challenges 
facing researchers as a result of COVID-19, what efforts it is making to 
mitigate the impact of the pandemic on the neuroscience research sector. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30275
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30276
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30277
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30278
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30279
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30280
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30281
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30282
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30283
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30284
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S5W-30285 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government when 
learner drivers will be able to resume (a) formal driving lessons and (b) 
informal driving practice with family or friends. 
S5W-30289 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what mental 
health support is being provided to the NHS workforce as normal services are 
remobilised.  
S5W-30290 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-29857 by Fiona Hyslop on 22 June 2020, what work 
it is doing to help the National Trust for Scotland and what assistance was 
requested. 
S5W-30291 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of it making 
an interest free loan available to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society, 
whether it will make similar loans available to all theatre groups in (a) the 
north east and (b) Scotland, and, if so, what the eligibility criteria are. 
S5W-30292 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of Scotland's 15,500 daily COVID-19 testing capacity comes from 
UK regional testing facilities. 
S5W-30293 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when the 
current lease for the NHS Louisa Jordan expires, and what plans it has to 
extend it. 
S5W-30294 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of the (a) construction, (b) equipment and (c) monthly 
running costs of the NHS Louisa Jordan. 
S5W-30295 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
contact tracers have been recruited as part of its Test and Protect strategy, 
and how many existing NHS staff have been redeployed as contact tracers. 
S5W-30296 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how much has 
been spent on private contractors supporting the delivery of Test and Protect, 
broken down by (a) company and (b) services provided. 
S5W-30297 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what the daily 
COVID-19 testing capacity is of NHS Scotland labs, broken down by NHS 
board. 
S5W-30298 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what information 
it has on the types of COVID-19 antibody tests that it is currently using and 
where they are manufactured. 
S5W-30304 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
make use of digital consultation methods in secondary care as the NHS is 
remobilised. 
S5W-30305 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
telephone or video consultations have been carried out for outpatient clinic 
appointments since March 2020, broken down by NHS board.  
S5W-30307 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
engage the renewable energy industry in developing a green economic 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30285
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30289
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30290
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30291
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30292
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30293
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30294
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30295
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30296
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30297
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30298
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30304
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30305
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30307


 
 

 

 

7 
 
 

 

 

recovery to the COVID-19 public health emergency, and what discussions it 
has had with the sector during the pandemic.  
S5W-30308 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what actions it 
is taking to ensure that public inquiries into planning applications that are 
being conducted via video during the COVID-19 crisis deliver fairness to all 
parties.  R 
S5W-30309 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when it plans 
to recommence physical public inquiries into planning applications, and how it 
plans to ensure that these are conducted safely.  R 
S5W-30310 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of evolving 
evidence and revised guidance on the opening of schools, when it will revise 
the guidance on early learning and childcare of 15 June 2020. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30308
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30309
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30310
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

