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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 01 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 01 July can be found on page 15 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 01 July) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many additional (a) teachers and (b) other staff will be required in (i) 
2020-21 and (ii) 2021-22 because of the impact of the COVID-19 crisis, broken down 
by local authority. 
 

S5W-29905 
 

John Swinney: The recruitment and deployment of teachers is the responsibility of 
the local authorities who have the statutory duty for education expenditure. Local 
authorities are responsible for providing a complement of teachers and other staff 
which meets the needs of each of their schools and its pupils within the resources 
available. 
 
We are currently working with local authorities to establish what additional staff are 
needed to support COVID-19 education recovery. Once we know that, we will work 
with local authorities to meet that demand.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether one-to-one tutoring will be made available to pupils who have 
experienced significant disadvantage because of the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-29907 
 

John Swinney: This Government is committed to supporting the most disadvantaged 
children and young people. I stated in Parliament on 23 June that the Government 
would invest “a further £100 million over the next two years to help support the return 
to school and help children recover any lost ground”. Additionally, £182 million from 
the Attainment Scotland Fund has been issued as planned to Local Authorities and 
schools in 2020/21 in the form of Pupil Equity Funding going directly to schools, 
Challenge Authority and Schools’ Programme funding and Care Experienced Children 
and Young People funding.  
 
Using Attainment Scotland Funding, Local Authorities and schools determine the best 
approaches to supporting their children and young people. Amongst the approaches 
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set out in plans are a range of supported study initiatives and summer programmes to 
support potential learning loss as a result of COVID-19. 
 
Additionally, due to the ongoing challenges currently facing schools and local 
authorities I have relaxed the guidance on Attainment Scotland Funding streams to 
support Local Authorities in deploying this funding flexibly to best support vulnerable 
children from the most deprived backgrounds. There are already a number of such 
examples, including the provision of laptops and/tablets to support digital learning at 
home, purchase and delivery of books and other learning material to children at home, 
providing transport to enable some learners to attend LA Hubs, and supporting home-
school link workers to maintain regular contact with children.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason its COVID-19 pandemic response is not modelled on a 
strategy of elimination. 
 

S5W-29919 
 

John Swinney: Our objective has been to control and suppress the virus and we are 
making real and sustained progress.  
 
We published the Coronavirus (COVID-19): Scotland's Route Map through and out of 
the crisis on 21 May 2020, which sets out the criteria to be met for progressing through 
the route map phases. These criteria include required statistical measures of progress 
in suppressing the virus and broader requirements based on the World Health 
Organization's conditions for easing restrictions. 
 
We must get as close as possible to elimination of the virus now and build confidence 
in our ability to control it in future through surveillance, testing, contact tracing and, 
where necessary, targeted suppression measures. 
 
A safe, effective Covid-19 vaccination could provide a key stepping stone towards 
elimination, and we are delighted that the Universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow 
along with NHS colleagues are taking part in the human safety trials for the 
development of a vaccine by Oxford University.  
 
There is no guarantee of success, but it is prudent that we plan on the basis of this 
becoming available and we are liaising with UK Government officials on all aspects of 
development including the work of the COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force.  
 
 
Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many former, trained teachers responded to the call 
from the General Teaching Council for Scotland to assist with school learning during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and, of those, how many had (a) primary and (b) secondary 
school experience. 
 

S5W-29925 
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John Swinney: The General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) contacted 
individuals whose GTCS registration has recently lapsed, including recently retired 
teachers to ensure records were up to date to facilitate any contact with employers to 
establish their willingness and availability to return to teaching, should this be required 
based on local need. There has been no formal call as yet. 
 
We are currently working with local authorities to establish what additional staff are 
needed. Once we know that, we will work with local authorities to meet that demand.  
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has made of representations from 
Professor Chris Isles regarding the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions in Dumfries and 
Galloway. 
 

S5W-29930 
 

John Swinney: We are making real and sustained progress in supressing the virus in 
Scotland but we must remain cautious and vigilant. COVID-19 remains a serious threat 
and any resurgence could rapidly undo the progress we have made. 
 
We do not want to keep any part of the country in any lockdown measures for longer 
than necessary which is why we published Coronavirus (COVID-19): Scotland’s Route 
Map through and out of the crisis on the 21 May. It sets out the criteria to be met for 
progressing through the route map phases. 
 
When the Route Map was published, the number of cases of coronavirus in Scotland 
was relatively high and community transmission was widespread. Since that time, we 
have carefully changed our lockdown measures following the Route Map phases, 
informed by the evidence on our progress in suppressing the epidemic in Scotland. 
 
While this is real progress we must continue to work to suppress the number of 
infections across Scotland. We continue to monitor the virus, and data is published 
daily on the Scottish Government website by Health Board. 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/ 
 
National Records of Scotland weekly COVID-deaths report also has a breakdown by 
Health Board. 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-
25.pdf 
 
We will continue to keep the option of geographical variation in Scotland under review. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how outdoor centres, including those operated by Scouts 
Scotland, will be used by schools when classes resume in August 2020. 
 

S5W-29949 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-25.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-25.pdf
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John Swinney: There is potential for outdoor settings to be utilised more often as 
schools reopen. The outdoors provides greater space for education to be delivered if 
physical distancing remains in place. Visits to outdoor centres can also positively 
impact the physical and mental health and wellbeing of young people following a 
period of lockdown. 
 
In light of this, Scottish Government officials have held discussions with a number of 
organisations within the outdoor learning sector and this includes organisations that 
run outdoor education centres. Those discussions have covered the potential for 
outdoor education centres to be used to help schools deliver learning at a safe physical 
distance and for visits to centres to be used as a mechanism to improve the health 
and wellbeing of learners. We continue to engage with the sector and this includes 
facilitating discussions between representatives of outdoor education centres and the 
Association of Directors of Education in Scotland. 
 
Ultimately decisions in relation to visits to centres rest with schools and should be 
considered in line with local priorities and circumstances. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support is available to organisations and charities that run 
outdoor activity centres, particularly if schools and youth groups cancel residential trips 
due to take place in 2020-21. 
 

S5W-29950 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is aware of the current challenges faced by 
organisations that run outdoor education centres. In response we have committed to 
a package of support aimed at helping to ensure that visitor numbers return to viable 
levels more quickly than first anticipated. This includes: 
 

• Commissioning the Scottish Advisory Panel on Outdoor Education (SAPOE) to set up 
a sub-group tasked with:  

o developing detailed guidance on ‘post covid’ visits to outdoor education centres for 
schools and local authorities; and  

o collating and communicating evidence of the educational value of visits to outdoor 
education centres.  
 
SAPOE will invite representatives from outdoor education centres to join the group to 
ensure that both local authority and wider outdoor education centre perspectives are 
considered. The Scottish Government and Education Scotland will also feed into this 
group to ensure that there is clear direction in relation to the Covid recovery period 
and national education policy and practice. 
 

• Facilitating a meeting between representatives of outdoor education centres and the 
Association of Directors of Education in Scotland (ADES). This meeting will give 
outdoor education centres access to strategic decision makers within local authorities 
and will provide a platform from which outdoor education centres can discuss the 
potential for:  
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o experienced outdoor education centre staff to support local authority employed 
educators to take learning outdoors during the education recovery phase;  

o outdoor education centres to be used to provide space for learning at a safe physical 
distance; and  

o the use of outdoor education centres to provide immersive, fun and curricular relevant 
outdoor experiences that can improve the physical and mental wellbeing of young 
people transitioning from a potentially damaging period of lockdown.  
 

• The Scottish Government continuing to support YouthLink Scotland to offer assistance 
and guidance to outdoor learning providers in respect of their youth work offer and the 
links to wider community learning and development policy at a national and local level.  
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
Glow is used to address educational inequalities and the attainment gap. 
 

S5W-30117 
 

John Swinney: Glow provides a digital collaboration and productivity platform for all 
learners in Scotland. Glow and other digital services can provide local authorities, 
schools and practitioners with data they can use to identify inequalities which can be 
used to target support. 
 
Practitioners are able to connect with learners within Glow using Microsoft or Google 
tools and hold virtual meetings, share learning materials, set assignments, monitor 
progress in learning and track engagement. This enables practitioners to factor in 
Glow when planning and setting tasks and searching and teaching activities for their 
learners. 
 
The industry standard productivity tools offered by Microsoft and Google are free to 
download for all Glow users. There are also learning tools built in to the Microsoft 
Office suite making learning materials more accessible for pupils. 
 
Schools and practitioners in Scotland are using digital platforms and tools such as 
those in Glow to engage with our most disadvantaged young people in our 
communities. School pastoral care and senior leadership teams are using the 
functionalities of Glow to encourage and communicate positive and motivational 
messages to learners within their communities as a result of each schools provision 
of digital resources to young people.  
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether outdoor and adventure employees, including those 
who deliver Duke of Edinburgh Awards, John Muir Awards and the Leave No Trace 
initiatives, are to be called on to help upskill school staff and assist with blended 
learning and more outdoor learning taking place when schooling resumes in August 
2020. 
 

S5W-29952 
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John Swinney: There is potential for individuals who deliver Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards, John Muir Awards and the Leave No Trace initiatives to support the reopening 
of schools by helping to upskill school staff in relevant ways. However, decisions as to 
whether to utilise individuals in this way rest with individual schools and their 
associated local authorities. We would expect these decisions to be made in line with 
local priorities and circumstances.  
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it will take to address an increased need for mental health provision for pupils, 
as a result of COVID-19 and school closures, when schools return on 11 August. 
 

S5W-30080 
 
John Swinney: The COVID-19 Education Recovery Group recently published 
guidance to support continuity in learning to support education authorities and schools 
plan and prepare for pupils returning to school.  
 
This guidance offers high-level advice to local authorities as they consider the support 
required to address the impact of interrupted learning and disconnection from school 
or early learning and childcare for many children and young people. 
 
The guidance promotes health and wellbeing considerations and other areas where 
children, young people and their parents and carers may need support and in some 
cases, advice specific to the individual child or young person. 
 
Local authorities and schools are already familiar and trained in a wide range of mental 
health interventions and strategies, which will be critical in supporting children and 
young people returning to school.  
 
A mental health in schools working group has been established to develop and 
strengthen mental health resources available to schools, including a whole school 
approach framework to support positive mental health and a new professional learning 
course in mental health for all school staff. The group will develop the resource and 
training as part of a ‘toolkit’ of support which is expected to be available to school staff 
towards the end of 2020.  
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on introducing a catch-up pupil equity fund for vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children and young people after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30003 
 
John Swinney: Closing the poverty-related attainment gap remains a defining mission 
for this Government. Recognising the impact the pandemic is having on all of our 
children and young people, but especially those from disadvantaged backgrounds, I 
announced last week that we would be providing a further £100 million over the next 
two years to help support the return to school and help children recover any lost 
ground. More details on this will be provided in due course. 
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That is on top of the Pupil Equity Fund allocations we have confirmed already, with 
over £250 million committed to 97% of schools across Scotland in 2020-21 and 2021-
22. This helps provide more certainty for head teachers and aid learning during the 
Covid-19 pandemic and beyond. Schools know their learners best and, in providing 
Pupil Equity Funding for two years, we are giving head teachers clarity to assist them 
in their planning and decision making, in the short and longer term, to raise attainment. 
 
The Scottish Government is also providing Local Authorities and Headteachers with 
the flexibility they need to redirect Attainment Scotland Funding, including Pupil Equity 
Funding,to help mitigate the impacts of school closures on our most disadvantaged 
families. 
 
Even with a return to full-time education, it is imperative that we increase levels of 
digital inclusion, which is why we have also committed investment of £30 million to 
provide laptops for disadvantaged children and young people. That includes up to £25 
million of funding for a roll-out of digital devices and connectivity to school pupils to 
enable them to study online. We have also asked Education Scotland to expand their 
partnership offer with the ESgoil digital learning platform to develop a strong national 
e-learning provision. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what financial support is available to local authorities to enable 
them to hire outdoor activity centres to assist with blended learning once schooling 
resumes in August 2020. 
 

S5W-29951 
 
John Swinney: As set out in the answer to S5W-29738 on 19 June 2020, in 
accordance with the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 the responsibility for the delivery 
of education rests with individual local authorities. It is the responsibility of individual 
local authorities to allocate the total financial resources available to them, including on 
outdoor learning, on the basis of local needs and priorities. 
 
The majority of authorities’ education funding is provided via the General Revenue 
Grant. Additional funding is provided via the £750 million Attainment Scotland Fund 
which includes Challenge Authorities funding, an additional schools programme and 
Pupil Equity Funding. This funding can be used flexibly to achieve equity in education. 
This can include spending on outdoor learning experiences. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many of the 350 additional school counsellors, anticipated to be in place by September 
2020, will be in place on (a) 11 August and (b) 1 September. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-30082 
 
John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29615 on  
15 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) primary and (b) secondary full-time equivalent school counsellors will be 
available to pupils when schools return on 11 August. 
 

S5W-30081 
 
John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29615 on  
15 June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the potential for some or all pupils to 
repeat a school year because of the COVID-19 crisis, and whether this course of action 
has been ruled out. 
 

S5W-29901 
 
John Swinney: The COVID-19 Education Recovery Group, the group which is 
bringing together national and local government and key education and early learning 
and childcare stakeholders to provide advice on taking forward Scottish education in 
the light of COVID-19, has not received or considered any proposal for pupils to repeat 
a school year due to the COVID-19 crisis. That Group is focussed on supporting the 
education system so that pupils may resume attendance at schools and early learning 
and childcare at the earliest time it is safe to do so.  
 
Local authorities, schools, teachers and practitioners have been working together to 
provide support to pupils since schools closed in March 2019, and that support will 
continue when young people return to school. In addition, local authorities continue to 
offer support for eligible children through their Hub provisions and the Scottish 
Government has published guidance on supporting learning in Term 4 and ensuring 
continuity of learning beyond that. Any concerns regarding individual pupils should be 
raised with their school and education authority. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 crisis, what learning and school resources will 
be available for children and young school pupils during summer 2020. 
 

S5W-29908 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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John Swinney: All local authorities have put in place Hub provisions for young people 
who are vulnerable and/or children of key workers and these will remain open over the 
summer period.  
 
In addition, Education Scotland will publish, on 2 July, a summer edition of Scotland 
Learns. This will provide parents with access to open-ended activities to use over the 
summer break.  
 
At the end of July, a ‘back to school’ edition of Scotland Learns will focus on children 
and young people returning to school. This will centre around learning activities to 
support wellbeing, for example, friendships, new routines and keeping safe.  
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out of the impact of poor 
internet connectivity on plans for blended learning. 
 

S5W-29979 
 
John Swinney: Digital technology plays a key role in successful delivery of any 
blended learning model. We know that this will cause issues for some of our most 
disadvantaged children and young people who do not have access to an appropriate 
device; do not have access to the internet; or both. 
 
The Scottish Government has committed to investing £25m to support digital inclusion 
amongst disadvantaged children and young people. We are in close discussion with 
local authorities through SOLACE, ADES and Cosla about how to deliver best value 
and impact on that investment to ensure as many children and young people as 
possible are lifted out of digital exclusion and are able to connect with their schools, 
their teachers and their learning. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what estimate it has made of the number of young people 
of school age who live in households without broadband. 
 

S5W-29980 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not routinely collect data on children 
living in households without broadband. The Scottish Household Survey 2018 noted 
that home internet access had reached an all time high of 87%. 
 
The Scottish Government has committed to investing £25m to support digital inclusion 
amongst disadvantaged children and young people. We are in close discussion with 
local authorities through SOLACE, ADES and Cosla about how to deliver best value 
and impact on that investment to ensure as many children and young people as 
possible are lifted out of digital exclusion and are able to connect with their schools, 
their teachers and their learning. 
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Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to make resources available to provide 
additional educational support to young people living in households without access to 
broadband. 
 

S5W-29978 
 
John Swinney: Learning at home or school should be teacher led and schools and 
teachers should work with learners, parents and families to take account of and adapt 
to circumstances such as lack of internet access when setting home learning tasks. 
To support teachers to deliver learning, no matter the home circumstances during 
school closures, Education Scotland is continuing to develop ‘Scotland Learns’ a 
resource bank of straightforward, open-ended learning activities which are 
challenging, and that develop children’s and young people’s independence in learning. 
These learning activities were designed to support learning at home during lockdown 
and can also be used to support a model of blended learning if required. 
 
We understand that many learners who do not have access to broadband are suffering 
from socioeconomic disadvantage. That is why we are continuing with our commitment 
to invest £182 million from the Attainment Scotland Fund in 2020/21. For the first time, 
Pupil Equity Funding allocations have been confirmed for two years, to provide more 
certainty for head teachers and aid learning during the pandemic. We have also 
ensured that local authorities and schools have the flexibility they need to redirect 
Attainment Scotland Funding to help mitigate the impacts of school closures on our 
most disadvantaged families; and to make adjustments to existing plans to be 
delivered as schools return. For example, local authorities have used the funding to 
provide tablets to support digital learning at home, to provide transport to enable 
learners to attend hubs and supporting home-school link workers to maintain regular 
contact with children. In addition, the Scottish Government has committed to investing 
a further £25m in the provision of laptops, tablets and connectivity to support digital 
inclusion for our most disadvantaged children and young people. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to make additional financial support 
available to people who rely on satellite broadband provision in order to help meet the 
additional costs associated with longer-term home schooling. 
 

S5W-29982 
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has committed to investing £25m to support 
digital inclusion amongst disadvantaged children and young people. We are in close 
discussion with local authorities through SOLACE, ADES and Cosla about how to 
deliver best value and impact on that investment to ensure as many children and 
young people as possible are lifted out of digital exclusion and are able to connect with 
their schools, their teachers and their learning. 
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures it will put in place to ensure that all pupils have access to a school 
counsellor, even when studying at home. 
 

S5W-30083 
 
John Swinney: From September 2020, school counselling services will be available 
to all primary, secondary and special school pupils age 10 and over; and is part of a 
range of services that schools may have in place to support the mental, emotional and 
social wellbeing of children and young people. 
 
Local authorities are best placed to determine the appropriate measures to put in 
place, taking into consideration local circumstances and what best meets the needs 
of the pupils.  
 
Any counselling provision that was in place prior to the COVID-19 pandemic will be 
continuing and in a way that meets the needs of the individual child or young person 
and delivered in a way to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many children in the (a) Perth and 
Kinross, (b) Stirling, (c) Clackmannanshire and (d) Fife Council area have received a 
laptop as a consequence of its £9 million initiative to provide 25,000 children with 
computers. 
 

S5W-30015 
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has committed to investing a total of £25m 
to support digital inclusion amongst disadvantaged children and young people. We are 
in close discussion with local authorities through SOLACE, ADES and Cosla about 
how to deliver best value and impact on that investment to ensure as many children 
and young people as possible are lifted out of digital exclusion and are able to connect 
with their schools, their teachers and their learning. Laptops have not yet been issued 
to any children and young people.  
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many digital or technical devices have been 
distributed to households since March 2020 to assist with home schooling, blended 
learning or virtual classes and teaching, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-30133 
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not hold detailed information on the 
number of devices issued to households to support home learning, blended learning 
or virtual classes across all local authorities. We do know that a number of authorities 
have pre-existing device rollout programmes and a number of others have issued 
devices in response to the pandemic.  
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The Scottish Government has committed to investing a total of £25m to support digital 
inclusion amongst school aged children suffering from digital exclusion. We are 
working closely with SOLACE, ADES and Cosla on that investment and on the rollout 
of devices across Scottish local authorities.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that major retail operators in Scotland 
are following the timetable and requirements on easing the lockdown and safe 
reopening that apply to their type of business in Scotland, rather than following those 
that apply elsewhere. 
 

S5W-29917 

 

Jamie Hepburn: As public health is a devolved matter, our approach is tailored to 
Scotland’s public health needs. As a consequence, our approach may not mirror other 
parts of the UK.  
 
Ministers and officials continue to engage with employers and industry representatives 
to reinforce the message that retailers operating in Scotland should follow the spirit of 
the route map and guidelines published by the Scottish Government. 
 
Police Scotland and Local Authorities have been given the necessary powers to 
enforce compliance. 

 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to allowing large family-
run shops to re-open limited sections of their stores at the same time as smaller shops. 
 

S5W-29947 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Following publication of the updated Route Map on 18 June, which 
outlines the order in which we will carefully and gradually lift lockdown restrictions, I 
can confirm that all street-access retail throughout Scotland is permitted to re-open 
from 29 June.  
 
Retail units are permitted to open providing they have entrance / exit(s) for customers 
to use connecting them directly to outside space. For non-essential retail, if the 
customer entrance / exit(s) connects to an indoor space, such as an indoor shopping 
mall they are asked not to re-open until Phase 3. This represents a change from the 
first iteration of the route map and previous guidance where a size threshold for Phase 
2 was indicated.  
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it has spent each month to advertise guidance and information 
regarding the COVID-19 outbreak in (a) (i) local, (ii) regional and (iii) national 
newspapers, (b) television, (c) radio and (d) other media outlets. 
 

S5W-29962 
 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government public information spend in relation to covid-
19 is detailed in the following table. 
 

 Year/Month 

Media Type 2020/03 2020/04 2020/05 TOTAL 

BROADCAST (Adsmart, VOD) 46,742 280,862 345,495 673,099 

DIGITAL 245,608 479,599 579,464 1,304,670 

OUT OF HOME (OOH) 137,038 66,192 19,110 222,341 

RADIO 232,133 326,432 288,733 847,297 

TELEVISION 133,134 498,117 718,402 1,349,653 

NATIONAL PRESS 1,092 4,368 7,826 13,286 

REGIONAL PRESS 37,231 41,121 78,330 156,682 

LOCAL PRESS 118,034 6,456 444,096 568,585 

 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it has spent in each of the last 12 months on advertising in (a) 
(i) local, (ii) regional and (iii) national newspapers, (b) television, (c) radio and (d) other 
media outlets. 
 

S5W-29964 
 

Kate Forbes: The total advertising spend for the period across all media types is 
£8.6m. Of that television accounted for 22% of the spend, radio 17%, press 11%, 
digital media 32% and other media including cinema and outdoor 18%.  
 
Advertising expenditure across all media has increased in response to the covid-19 
pandemic since March 2020. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many distress brief interventions have taken place for 
people in distress during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-30099 
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Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government announced lockdown measures on  
23 March 2020. From 25 March to 23 June 2020, there were 1,060 compassionate 
Level 1 interactions which resulted in referrals to DBI Level 2 service providers. This 
includes 41 referrals from the NHS 24 Mental Health Hub which became an additional 
referral route from 13 May 2020 for the Health Board areas of Lanarkshire, Scottish 
Borders, Grampian, and Highlands, and was extended to a national pathway across 
all Health Boards in Scotland on 8 June 2020. However, it is not currently possible to 
determine how many of those referred have fully engaged with DBI, as the data is not 
yet available. 
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Written questions lodged on 01 July 2020 

S5W-30352 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
a breakdown of the financial sources of the £27.5 million of recently announced 
funding to provide food to children over the summer holidays. 
S5W-30353 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
a breakdown of how the £110 million of funding for food security since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic has been allocated. 
S5W-30356 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government when indoor 
swimming pools will be permitted to reopen, and what additional social distancing 
and hygiene measures will be put in place. 
S5W-30357 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what its response 
is to calls by the Music Venues Alliance and by owners and operators of grassroots 
music venues  for immediate support of £3.4 million to cover the losses venues will 
face between July and September 2020 because of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30358 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many contracts it 
has awarded to private hospitals during the COVID-19 crisis; what services these 
have been awarded for; what their total value is, and when they were awarded. 
S5W-30359 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
introducing a Renewable Transition Training Fund, as recommended by Scottish 
Renewables, as a means to support a green economic recovery to the COVID-19 
crisis and enable workers to "acquire sustainable, exportable skills and join the 
renewable energy industry". 
S5W-30360 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
Scottish Renewables' call for it to use its trade, export and investment powers to 
boost skills exports to nations seeking to undertake green recoveries to the COVID-
19 crisis. 
S5W-30361 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
its Local Government and Communities and Energy and Climate Change 
directorates working together to accelerate the transition to renewable heat, as 
recommended by Scottish Renewables as part of a green economic recovery to the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-30362 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government what action it will take 
in light of Scottish Renewables' call to unlock the benefits of shovel-ready renewable 
energy projects as part of the recovery to the COVID-19 crisis; what discussions it 
has had with the UK Government about progressing this, and what projects it has 
identified. 
S5W-30364 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government how it will engage the 
renewable energy industry in developing a green economic recovery to the COVID-
19 crisis, and what discussions it has had regarding this. 
S5W-30365 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on what plans it has to address reported increased levels of (a) littering and 
(b) fly tipping. 
S5W-30366 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will increase 
fines for (a) littering and (b) fly tipping. 
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S5W-30367 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what the annual cost is 
of (a) picking up litter and (b) clearing up fly tipping. 
S5W-30369 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what business support 
services (a) it has and (b) each of its agencies have outsourced during the COVID-
19 crisis, and for what reason these were not provided in-house by Scottish 
Enterprise. 
S5W-30371 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how much (a) it and (b) 
each of its agencies has paid to the company, We are Umi, for the provision of 
business support services during the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-30373 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how each of the 
business support schemes that it announced on 30 April 2020 in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis was managed; what the criteria was for accessing support from 
each; how many applications were made; which businesses had their applications 
(a) approved and (b) rejected, and how many complaints were made about the 
application process for each funding stream. 
S5W-30375 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers We 
are Umi to be a Scottish company, and what analysis (a) it and (b) each of its 
agencies has carried out on the company’s performance and effectiveness in 
providing business support services, including during the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-30377 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what non-financial 
support is being provided to businesses by Scottish Enterprise and its contractors 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-30381 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government how it will seek to 
minimise the distress to children of potentially invasive and regular COVID-19 testing 
in schools. 
S5W-30382 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
encouraging large retail stores to implement a free click and collect service for 
customers to reduce the risk of further COVID-19 infection as lockdown measures 
are eased. 
S5W-30385 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 2020-21 
budget for the Public Dental Service will at least match the 2019-20 budget, in light 
of the role that it has played in treating urgent cases during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-30386 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking in 
conjunction with local authorities to secure key worker status for dentists and their 
teams. 
S5W-30387 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
on how many dental practices remain closed or are only open part-time due to a lack 
of key worker status for dentists and their teams. 
S5W-30388 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
on how many dental practices remain closed to NHS patients due to the cost of 
reopening and insufficient financial support. 
S5W-30392 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support it is providing during the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure that the trunk road 
network is made safer for (a) cyclists and (b) other road users. 
S5W-30393 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
has been made of the implications of its guidance on the use of face coverings for 
people who are deaf or have hearing loss. 
S5W-30394 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what efforts have 
been made to source transparent face coverings for use in health and social care 
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settings to aid communication for patients and staff who are deaf or have hearing 
loss. 
S5W-30395 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to produce updated guidance regarding when vitamin B12 injections can be 
administered again for people unable to take B12 tablets. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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