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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 2 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 2 July can be found on page 12 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 2 July) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish an update on Scotland’s approach to physical distancing. 
 

S5W-30404 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has today published COVID-19: Scotland’s 
route map through and out of the crisis – Update on approach to physical distancing 
in light of advice from the Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Group which 
provides an update on the approach to physical distancing in Scotland as we move 
through Phase 2 and Phase 3 of the Route Map. This approach continues to be 
informed by evidence and has been updated in light of advice from the Scottish 
Government COVID-19 Advisory Group which has also been published today. 
 
The publication also updates on the final stage of Phase 2 of Scotland’s Route Map. 
Continued progress in suppressing the virus, as measured by the latest data, means 
that we are able to confirm the indicative dates for the remainder of Phase 2, 
concerning relaxation of the 5-mile guidance on travel for leisure purposes, the re-
opening of self-contained, self-catering accommodation and the re-opening of outdoor 
hospitality. Changes to allow children and young-people more opportunity to meet up 
are also set out. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether restrictions have been placed on the Individual Training Account scheme for 
2020-21 because of the COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, in what sectors. 
 

S5W-30058  
 

Jamie Hepburn: Our revised approach to Individual Training Accounts and the 
manner in which they will be delivered, are based on updated labour market 
intelligence identifying sectors likely to have skills gaps and job openings, and 
restrictions necessarily placed on areas of the economy as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
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The impact of the restriction would mean that courses within Hospitality, Security, 
Adult Literacy and Numeracy, Health, Beauty and Fitness, and Languages will not be 
offered during Phase 1. 
 
In terms of planning for Phase 2, we will use the interim period to review, adapt and 
refocus the programme in line with emerging labour market intelligence and ensure 
further recommendations of the ESSB Sub-Group are incorporated. 
 
 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much capital expenditure Scottish Water plans for 2020-21. 
 

S5W-30017  
 

Roseanna Cunningham: In its 2020 Delivery Plan Update, Scottish Water forecast 
capital expenditure of £730 million for 2020-21, however due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
this figure will be reduced. Scottish Water will be updating and re-forecasting in the 
next few months as the capital programme begins to re-start in line with Government 
guidelines. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many volunteers have been assigned 
to directly assist the NHS through the Ready Scotland volunteer scheme. 
 

S5W-28468  
 

Jeane Freeman: 23,101 applicants have offered to support the Health and Social 
Care response to COVID-19 (May 1). Of these applicants 18,373 returners and 
students have registered through the Health and Social Care COVID-19 Accelerated 
Recruitment Portal, hosted through the Ready Scotland website. 
 
The portal helps to match people with relevant skills to paid roles within Health and 
Social Care. It went live on 29 March 2020. We have temporarily paused further 
expressions of interest through the portal (as of 30 April 2020), as we move forward 
with placing applicants who have already expressed their interest.  
 
Offers of employment are being made across NHS Scotland, with 382 applicants 
ready to be deployed and more than 3,600 returners in the process of completing 
their pre-employment checks (Apr 30). Additionally, 2,352 student nurses and 
midwives, and 438 FiYs have completed all checks and have been allocated to a 
Board. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what representations it has made to UK Government ministers 
regarding the screening of people entering Scotland at airports. 
 

S5W-28581  
 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government officials have had and continue to have 
discussions with the other UK administrations on border health measures. These will 
be reviewed regularly and are informed by the best available scientific and medical 
advice. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government where each test centre in its COVID-19 community hub model 
is located, also broken down by the number of tests carried out. 
 

S5W-28649  
 

Jeane Freeman: The Covid-19 Community Pathway was established to alleviate the 
pressure on GP practices by providing a safe pathway for patients who are 
experiencing Covid-19 symptoms. Patients are triaged through the CoVID Hub and 
are seen at a Community Assessment Centre if this is deemed the most appropriate 
clinical outcome. From 1 June, the Community Assessment Centres will also test 
patients who are assessed as being symptomatic. There are currently 44 Community 
Assessment Centres operational across Scotland. The numbers of these Centres 
will change over time as the Health Boards review their activity level – this is a local 
decision for NHS Boards.  
 
The Scottish Government does not currently hold data on numbers of tests carried 
out at each centre. 
 
The list of assessment centres active as at 16 June 2020 is as follows: 
 
1. The Lister Centre, Crosshouse Hospital, Kilmarnock 
2. Day Hospital, Border General Hospital, Melrose 
3. Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary, Dumfries  
4. Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy 
5. Stirling Community Hospital, Stirling 
6. Aberdeen Community Health and Care Village, Aberdeen 
7. The Oaks, Elgin, Moray 
8. Woodside Health Centre, Barr St, Glasgow 
9. Clydebank Health Care Centre, Clydebank, West Dunbartonshire. 
10. Greenock Health Centre, Greenock, Inverclyde.  
11. Renton, West Dumbartonshire  
12. Linwood, Renfrewshire  
13. MacKenzie Centre, Inverness 
14. Robertson Centre, Alness, 
15. Camaghael Health Centre, Fort William 
16. Portree Hospital, Portree 
17. Campbeltown Hospital, Campbeltown 
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18. Cowal Hospital, Dunoon 
19. Islay Hospital, Islay 
20. Jura Integrated Care Centre, Isle of Jura 
21. Lorn and the Islands District General Hospital, Oban 
22. Mid Argyll Hospital, Lochgilphead 
23. Tarbert GP Surgery, Tarbert 
24. Mull and Iona Community Hospital, Isle of Mull 
25. Rothesay Victoria Hospital, Rothesay.  
26. Helensburgh Victoria Integrated Care Centre, Helensburgh  
27. The Old Health Centre, Wick 
28. Migdale Hospital, Bonar Bridge 
29. Airdrie Community Health Centre, Airdrie 
30. Douglas Street Community Health Centre, Hamilton 
31. Royal Victoria Building, Western General Hospital, Edinburgh 
32. Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh, 
33. OPD1 St John’s Hospital, Livingston 
34. Bonnyrigg Health Centre, Bonnyrigg 
35. Astley Ainsley Hospital, Edinburgh 
36. Health Centre, Kirkwall, Orkney 
37. Lerwick Health Centre, Lerwick 
38. Kings Cross Hospital, Dundee 
39. Perth Assessment Centre, Perth Royal Infirmary, Perth 
40. Arbroath Infirmary, Arbroath 
41. Links Health Centre, Montrose 
42. Dental Centre, Stornoway 
43. Uist and Barra Hospital, Isle of Benbecula 
44. Castlebay Community School, Barra 
 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is utilising the veterinary science sector to increase COVID-19 
testing capacity. 
 

S5W-28701  
 

Jeane Freeman: Work on expanding testing for the NHS has focussed on NHS 
laboratories which already have arrangements in place for receiving samples from 
patients, testing safely and ensuring that the data from test results is captured. 
However, we are working with two laboratories based in the veterinary science 
sector to increase capacity: Biobest, and the Moredun Research Unit. Contracting is 
underway with both organisations. 
 
This will further increase our testing capacity, which currently is as follows: 
Active maximum weekday NHS lab capacity: over 10,000 tests a day;  
Weekend capacity: around 8,000 tests a day. 
 
In addition to this we have further capacity through the UKG run Lighthouse 
Laboratories. Glasgow Lighthouse Lab has capacity to process approximately 
20,000 tests a day and may process tests taken from across the UK. 
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If organisations would like to submit offers of support they should contact the 
National Laboratories Programme Team or Scottish Enterprise who will share the 
survey to allow an assessment to be undertaken. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-27952 by Jeane Freeman on 15 April 2020, 
how many samples have been taken each week; what this confirms about 
prevalence, and when it will publish prevalence data. 
 

S5W-28443  
 

Jeane Freeman: The COVID-19 data and trend charts for Scotland are published 
daily and provide a range of information, including the cumulative number of people 
tested for COVID-19 in Scotland and how many of the tests had a positive result. 
The link to the daily data update is: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/. 
 
 In addition, Test and Protect was rolled out across Scotland on 28 May 2020 and 
the Test and Protect data is published on Public Health Scotland's website at:  
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/ 
 
Health Protection Scotland are conducting surveillance swab testing in the 
community for individuals with mild to moderate symptoms. Testing commenced on 
27 April and results are available a week later by HPS report for internal planning 
and surveillance purposes. Details of this can be found at: 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/enhanced-surveillance-of-coronavirus-
covid-19/ 
 
Antibody testing will help us understand if a person has had the infection and will 
enable us to learn more about the virus and gain an understanding of how it is 
spreading through the population in Scotland. Health Protection Scotland 
commenced antibody testing on 6 May. This will inform wider published information 
on the Government's response to the virus. Evidence is evolving on whether the 
presence of antibodies indicates that someone is immune, and if so, for how long 
that immunity would persist.  
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether an asymptomatic care worker who has 
not been tested can make an accurate assessment that they are not carrying 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-28611  
 

Jeane Freeman: All care home staff are routinely offered testing, even in care 
homes where there are no confirmed cases of Covid-19. This testing will be offered 
to both symptomatic and asymptomatic care home workers. Based on the advice of 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/enhanced-surveillance-of-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/enhanced-surveillance-of-coronavirus-covid-19/
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our Chief Medical Officer, these tests will be conducted every seven days to 
regularly assess the care home workforce. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers that there are adequate supplies of personal 
protection equipment on the islands, and what advice it is giving to those NHS 
boards with responsibility to pass on to staff regarding when such equipment should 
be worn. 
 

S5W-28079  
 

Jeane Freeman: The safety of our essential frontline workforce is an absolute 
priority, and we are continuously looking to improve the supply and distribution of the 
protective equipment that is so vital in the fight against COVID-19.  
 
The Scottish Government considers the current supply levels to be adequate whilst 
recognising there are pressures on particular items which are being managed. The 
improvements we have made to distribution routes for PPE in health and social care 
are helping to make sure we continue to deliver supplies needed. 
 
PPE Guidance was released 2 April and available on the COVID-19 pages of the 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) website. In addition the Scottish Government has 
published advice for Personal Assistants and for unpaid carers, who visit or live with 
a friend or family member or support a client to provide help with personal care such 
as washing or dressing. 
 
On 23 June the Scottish Government announced recommendations on the use of 
medical face masks by staff within residential healthcare settings such as acute adult 
(inc. mental health) and community hospitals and care homes for elderly where staff 
are unable to physically distance. This included advice on the requirements for 
visitors to wear face coverings when attending adult hospitals or care homes for the 
elderly. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many COVID-19 testing kits the NHS has had in stock on each day since 1 February 
2020. 
 

S5W-28169  
 

Jeane Freeman: Sample collection kits at the start of the outbreak were stocked at a 
Health Board Level and National Services Scotland do not have a daily total of these 
going back to 1 February 2020. Since 1 February 2020, there have been no reported 
shortages with Health Boards not having supply of sample collection kits. National 
Services Scotland have ordered over 2.5 million swabs to support testing for Covid-
19 and have currently established a buffer stock of over 450,000 kits. 
 
Please find summarised the number of kits received and issued since 17 April 2020 
to 19 June 2020. We do not have daily figures for before the 17 April 2020. 
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Total number of tests in the National Distribution Centre as of 19 June 2020 - 
551,000 
 
Number of sample kits pushed out by National Distribution Centre as of 19 June 
2020- 628,250 
 
Total Number of tests as of 16 June 2020 – 180,000 
 
NHS Scotland VTM swab kit stock position of both the National Distribution Centre 
and Health Boards (the number for Health Boards is calculated via the National 
Distribution Centre pushed quantity minus total tests performed) as of 18 June 2020 
- 999,250 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many contact tracers there were in each NHS board at the point of 
transition from the containment to the delay phase for COVID-19, and how many there 
are currently. 
 

S5W-28292 
 

Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland (PHS), working with NHS Boards, are leading 
activity to put in place a contact tracing system that will rapidly enhance existing 
capacity, and evolve into a sustainable service that can be in place for as long as is 
required. The priorities for delivering this includes the establishment of a national 
service alongside the contact tracing services in every Board. The following table 
details the number of contact tracing staff in place for each NHS Health Board at the 
following points: 
 

• 12 March: Transition point between the containment and delay phase 

• 28 May: The point at which a commitment was made to have 2,000 contact 
tracers ready to deploy across Scotland. 

 

 
NHS Board 

Staff in place 
12 March 

Staff Deployable 28 May 

Ayrshire & Arran 0 111 

Borders 4 44 

Dumfries & Galloway 0 40 

Fife 11 105 

Forth Valley 8 40 

Grampian 15 200 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde 5 570 

Highlands 10 30 

Lanarkshire 18 238 

Lothian 9 233 

Orkney  24 

Shetland 13 13 

Tayside 0 73 
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NES - 50 

Western Isles 3 16 

Public Health Scotland & NSS 10 170 

SAS 0 50 

Total number of staff 106 2007 

 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, whether it will provide an 
update on efforts to reduce delayed discharge, and what the latest figures are for the 
number of delays. 
 

S5W-28400  
 

Jeane Freeman: Official delayed Discharge statistics, published by Public Health 
Scotland, show that during March and April over 3,500 delayed patients were 
discharged to the community, with 60% discharged home and 40% discharged to a 
care home. 
 
Public Health Scotland define a delayed discharge as a hospital inpatient who is 
clinically ready for discharge from inpatient hospital care and who continues to 
occupy a hospital bed beyond the ready for discharge date. A number of these 
delays have extremely complex needs that require specialist care within the 
community, or are waiting for a Guardian to be appointed through the courts before 
the patient can be legally moved. At the April census these delays accounted for 
34% of the total delays. 
 
Delayed discharge management information is also now being published regularly 
on the Scottish Government website at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many patients who were previously categorised as delayed discharge patients have 
been discharged from hospital to make way for coronavirus capacity, and how many 
of them have been discharged (a) with and (b) without a care package in place. 
 

S5W-28626  
 

Jeane Freeman: All delayed discharge patients will have required some form of care 
after discharge, either in their own home, care home or other community setting. 
Using a Home First Discharge to Assess approach many partnerships are 
discharging people for further rehabilitation and on-going assessment at home, or in 
a more homely setting. This approach provides a much better outcome for the 
individual since the assessment is undertaken in a more realistic living setting than a 
hospital ward. 
 
Delayed discharge management information is now being published regularly on the 
Scottish Government website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-daily-data-for-scotland/. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people in each week since 1 February 2020 have been discharged from 
hospital to care homes; of those, how many were (a) tested and (b) not tested for 
COVID-19, also broken down by how many tested (i) positive and (ii) negative. 
 

S5W-29039  
 

Jeane Freeman: At present we do not hold information on the specific number of 
patients tested before discharge. However, officials are working with Public Health 
Scotland to produce this data. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to review its funding to (a) local authorities and 
(b) care home operators to ensure that residential and nursing care services fully 
meet infection control and hygiene standards. 
 

S5W-29134  
 

Jeane Freeman: Care providers are expected to fully meet the standards required of 
them, including in respect of infection control and hygiene standards, and this is 
monitored by the Care Inspectorate working with other partners. 
New arrangements to significantly strengthen oversight of Scotland’s care homes 
were published on 17 May. Clinical and care professionals at NHS boards and local 
authorities now have a lead role in the oversight for care homes in their area. Every 
Health Board and local authority has put in place a multi-disciplinary team comprised 
of key clinical leads and the area’s Chief Social Work Officer. These arrangements 
will help ensure clarity and consistency across the country about the role of Health 
Boards and local authorities in helping to keep care home residents and staff safe 
from coronavirus. 
 
The Scottish Government has also stepped in to provide both top up and emergency 
provision of PPE to care homes and social care organisations to ensure staff have 
what they need so they and residents are fully protected. 
 
In addition to this, the Scottish Government has provided initial funding of £50 million 
to help the social care sector deal with the financial implications of COVID-19. The 
funding is additional to the increase announced in the 2020-21 Scottish Budget and 
will help address immediate challenges and support ongoing provision of social care. 
We will continue to work closely with COSLA and NHS Boards to ensure that our 
frontline services have the resources needed throughout this pandemic. 
 
This year our package of investment to support care services under integration will 
exceed £800 million. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many tests for COVID-19 have been carried out on people with (a) learning 
disabilities and (b) other support needs who are resident in care homes. 
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S5W-29241  

 
Jeane Freeman: The COVID-19 data and trend charts for Scotland are published 
daily and provide a range of information, including the number of care homes 
notifying cases of COVID-19 and the number of suspected cases of COVID-19 in 
care homes. The data also includes the daily number of people in hospital with 
confirmed or suspected COVID-19 but does not include details on how many of 
these are care home residents or staff. The cumulative number of people tested and 
the number of positive and negative tests is also provided. 
 
Weekly data on COVID-19 in adult care homes in Scotland is available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-
care-homes-in-scotland/ 
 
You can find figures updated every day at 2pm (including care home data) here:  
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Daily data for Scotland. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the average cost per week is to keep a person in a care home, broken down by (a) 
NHS board and (b) integration joint board area. 
 

S5W-29292  
 

Jeane Freeman: Since 2006, a National Care Home Contract has been in place, 
which defines the terms of local authority (publicly) funded placements into private or 
voluntary sector care homes across Scotland. 
 
The information requested in not available broken down by NHS Board or Integration 
Joint Board. However, the National Care Home Census, published by Public Health 
Scotland includes details of the average gross weekly charge for long stay residents 
in care Homes for older people in Scotland, with and without Nursing Care, by 
source of funding. This information can be found at: 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-
and-community-care/care-home-census-for-adults-in-scotland/. 
 
 Furthermore, agreement on the National Care Home contract for 2020-21 was 
reached between local government and Scottish Care - this has seen a 3.5% 
increase in the rate.  
 
From 6 April 2020 the 2020-21 standard rates for publicly funded service users are: 
• £714.90 a week for nursing care 
• £614.07 a week for residential care 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons the majority of delayed discharges from hospital in the period up to March 
2020 arose, and what its position is on whether a lack of care home or care at home 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/care-home-census-for-adults-in-scotland/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/health-and-social-care/social-and-community-care/care-home-census-for-adults-in-scotland/
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capacity or whether funding provided to local authorities and integration joint boards 
was insufficient were factors. 
 

S5W-29295  
 

Jeane Freeman: Information on the reason for delays is available in the monthly 
delayed discharge census, published by Public Health Scotland. The April census 
records 138 (22%) delays awaiting completion of care arrangements to go home, 
and 127 (21%) delays awaiting a care home place. There were also 148 (34%) 
patients delayed who were awaiting the appointment of a Guardian by the courts, 
and 60 delays (10%) with highly complex needs. There were no delays awaiting 
funding. 
 
In comparison, in January 598 (36%) patients were delayed awaiting completion of 
care arrangements, 347 (21%) delays were awaiting a care home place, and 336 
(20%) were delayed awaiting a social care assessment. There were also 210 (13%) 
patients delayed awaiting the appointment of a Guardian, and 78 (10%) delays with 
highly complex needs. There were 30 delays awaiting funding. 
 
 

 
. 
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Government Initiated Questions are initiated by the Scottish Government in 
order to facilitate the provision of information to the Parliament. 

Written questions lodged on 02 July 2020 

S5W-30354 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
communities secretary’s statement that food provision should be delivered on a 
whole household, cash first principle, whether it will provide details of any guidance 
and support that it has provided to local authorities on the quality and value for 
money of either food or voucher provision for children entitled to free school meals. 
S5W-30355 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
communities secretary’s statement that the provision of funding for food over the 
school holidays represents an opportunity for it to learn about what is working, what 
it could do more of and how it might link policies with others, what work is being 
carried out with local authorities to improve the quality, value and quantity of food 
being provided, and whether it now plans to enshrine a right to food for all in law. 
S5W-30396 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on what action it is taking to improve access to ferry services for island 
residents during the COVID-19 outbreak.  
S5W-30397 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what work is 
being carried out with local authorities to support teachers who are in receipt of the 
job retention payment for supply and temporary contracts into full-time teaching 
posts. 
S5W-30398 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what impact social 
distancing on ferry services during the COVID-19 outbreak has had on (a) capacity 
and (b) island residents’ ability to access and book services. 
S5W-30399 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with operators to ensure that ferry services during the COVID-19 outbreak are 
“island-proofed” and take account of island residents’ requirements regarding 
traveling for work, health, education and other urgent matters, including by offering 
them priority access to booking tickets. 
S5W-30400 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
carried out of the economic impact on island communities of the reduction in ferry 
services and capacity during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30401 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when it will provide 
guidance to hairdressers to enable them to resume working on 15 July 2020. 
S5W-30406 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether it issued any 
new guidance on the prescribing of opioids for pain relief during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and what discussions it had with (a) doctors' representatives and (b) other 
health organisations regarding this. 
S5W-30407 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
contact tracers will be required for the system to operate as effectively as possible; 
how this compares with how many there are currently in each NHS board area, and 
what action it is taking to address any shortfall in numbers. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30354
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30355
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30396
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30397
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30398
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30399
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30400
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30401
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30406
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30407
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S5W-30408 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what training has been 
provided for the people employed as COVID-19 contact tracers, and who provides 
this. 
S5W-30410 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
considering an extension to the current Employability Fund and, if so, for how long. 
S5W-30415 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether mobile 
hairdressers will be permitted to operate again from 15 July 2020. 
S5W-30416 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to making balancing payments through the Bed and Breakfast Hardship 
Fund to businesses that have received small grant sums from other UK and Scottish 
government schemes. 
S5W-30417 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the comment 
by Jeane Freeman on 20 May 2020 that the Barnett consequentials it has received 
from “the additional resource that the UK Government has committed to care home 
work…will go to care home work in Scotland” (Official Report, c. 31), whether it will 
confirm how much has been received; how much it has allocated to the Lothian 
parliamentary region, and how this will be distributed in that area. 
S5W-30418 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
(a) Scottish Enterprise, (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise and (c) South of 
Scotland Enterprise outsourced the scoring of applications to the (i) Creative, 
Tourism and Hospitality Enterprise Hardship Fund and the (ii) Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund; what the total cost of outsourcing was by each agency, and which 
companies were chosen to complete the outsourcing work, also broken down by the 
awarding agency.  
S5W-30419 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications were submitted to the Bed and Breakfast Hardship Fund, and how many 
were successful. 
S5W-30420 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications to the Bed and Breakfast Hardship Fund were submitted by businesses 
paying rates to The Highland Council, and how many were successful.  
S5W-30421 Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of how funding from the Bed and Breakfast Hardship Fund has 
been allocated by each local authority. 
S5W-30429 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when 
beauticians who specialise in services such as nail treatments will be permitted to 
operate again. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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