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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 7 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 7 July can be found on page 8 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 7 July) 
 

 
Ministerial Portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to establish COVID-19 recovery taskforces 
across the local authorities in the Lothian parliamentary region. 
 

S5W-30093  
 
John Swinney: A recognised structure for supporting recovery is already in place 
and supported by local authorities through Regional and Local Resilience 
Partnerships. The Lothian region comes under the Lothian and Borders Local 
Resilience Partnership, the partnership supported by their Scottish Government 
Resilience Partnership Co-ordinator has established a Recovery group 
encompassing all local authorities. 

 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether guidance will be produced for tradespeople to enter homes to 
undertake non-essential work. 
 

S5W-30131  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Updated physical distancing guidance, published on 29 June, 
states that work carried out in people’s homes, for example by tradespeople carrying 
out repairs and maintenance, can continue, provided that the tradesperson is well 
and is not showing coronavirus symptoms and neither they nor any of their 
household are self-isolating. This permits tradespeople undertaking non-essential 
work. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance has been issued to schools regarding shielding to help 
them support (a) pupils and (b) (i) teaching and (ii) other staff. 
 

S5W-29913  
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John Swinney: The latest guidance on the return to school for those shielding is 
provided within the re-opening of schools guide, which is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/.  
This provides a range of guidance in relation to the circumstances where pupils 
themselves are shielding, or are living with someone who is shielding.  
 
In my statement to Parliament on 23 June, I stated that our central planning 
assumption should now be to prepare for nearly all pupils to return full-time in 
August. I recognise that there may continue to be exceptions, including those who 
have prior health concerns, and this would be in line with the position outlined in the 
guidance above.  
 
For those children and young people, we may need to retain blended learning as an 
option if there is a risk to their health. 
 
The First Minister has also committed to provide further advice to those who are 
shielding before the end of July. Our ambition is to move away from the current 
position of blanket guidance for all shielding people to much more tailored advice 
about risk and how to mitigate it.  
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on what percentage of 
children in each local authority area are attending education hubs. 
 

S5W-30144  
 
John Swinney: Data on the percentage of children in each local authority area 
attending education hubs is publicly available from the following link: 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCand
Hubs/Introduction 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what measures it has taken to support large 
youth organisations such as the Scouts and Boys' Brigade that do not qualify for 
existing third sector interface funding. 
 

S5W-30129  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is aware of financial challenges faced 
by the Scouts and the Boys’ Brigade both in terms of costs associated with running 
their outdoor education centres and their wider youth work. In response we have 
alerted both organisations to the fact that Social Investment Scotland have up to 
£5m available in fully flexible, 0% interest loans starting at £50,000. This is in 
addition to providing £1.2 million during 2020/21 through the Children, Young People 
and Families Early Intervention & Adult Learning and Empowering Communities 
Fund to youthwork organisations including the Scouts and the Boys’ Brigade. 
Furthermore, the Scottish Government is pursuing a package of non-financial 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction
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support aimed at ensuring that organisation such as the Scouts and Boys’ Brigade 
can resume normal business as quickly as possible following the lifting of lockdown. 
We have committed to: 
 
• Working with YouthLink Scotland, to develop sectoral specific guidance for 
community learning and development. This is being developed in conjunction with 
local authority, third sector organisations and union representatives. We hope to 
launch this guidance in the coming weeks to safeguard the health and wellbeing of 
volunteers, staff and young people as restrictions are eased further. 
• Commissioning the Scottish Advisory Panel on Outdoor Education (SAPOE) 
to set up a sub-group tasked with developing detailed guidance for schools and local 
authorities on ‘post covid’ visits to outdoor education centres, such as those run by 
the Scouts and Boys’ Brigade. SAPOE will also collate and communicate evidence 
of the educational value of visits to outdoor education centres. 
 
• Facilitating a meeting between representatives of outdoor education centres 
and the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland (ADES). This meeting will 
give outdoor education centres access to strategic decision makers within local 
authorities and will provide a platform from which outdoor education centres can 
discuss the potential for: 
o experienced outdoor education centre staff to support local authority 
employed educators to take learning outdoors during the education recovery phase; 
o outdoor education centres to be used to provide space for learning at a safe 
physical distance; and 
o the use of outdoor education centres to provide immersive, fun and curricular 
relevant outdoor experiences that can improve the physical and mental wellbeing of 
young people transitioning from lockdown. 
 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the level of Glow usage is among (a) state and (b) private schools. 
 

S5W-30118  
 
John Swinney: During the period from February 2020 to May 2020, user logins to 
Glow via RM Unify were split: 
 
Staff (Teaching and non-Teaching staff) 
• local authority schools 97-98% 
• independent schools 0.3-0.5% 
 
Pupils 
• local authority schools 99.8 – 99.9%. 
• independent schools 0.1 – 0.2% 
 
Notes 
1. The figures above are based on users logging into Glow via RM Unify but they do not include 
users accessing Glow through desktop or mobile apps which may be used on devices such as 
tablet/iPads distributed by local authorities. 
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2. Glow does not include a category of private school, instead it uses “independent schools”. 
This includes schools which are privately funded and special schools. 
 
3. The percentage usage for staff do not add up to 100% as there are also some staff accounts 
in ITE universities, colleges and national bodies involved in education such as Education Scotland. 
 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
 

David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether funding will be available to support the conservation work of 
the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland at the Highland Wildlife Park, including 
efforts to save the wildcat from extinction in Scotland, in light of the charity having to 
borrow £5 million due to the closure of its parks. 
 

S5W-29970  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of 
the conservation work which the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS) 
undertakes both in Scotland and internationally. 
 
The RZSS was closely involved in The Scottish Wildcat Action project which ran 
from 2015 to 2020. Building on this the RZSS is the lead partner for the EU LIFE-
supported ‘Saving Wildcats’ conservation project that runs from 2019-2025. The 
project involves ‘ex situ’ conservation breeding, which includes purpose-built facilities 
at the Highland Wildlife Park and the ‘in situ’ release of wildcats from spring 2022 
onwards at a prepared site.  
 
The total cost of the conservation project is £5.43 million. The Scottish Government, 
through Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), has committed £280,000 in cash and 
£188,000 in ‘in kind’ resources (primarily SNH staff time) towards this work.  
 
SNH has also committed to providing a grant of £0.98 million towards Scotland’s 
Wildlife Discovery Centre. This project, which is based at the RZSS’s Highland 
Wildlife Park, will run from February to April 2021 and will showcase the richness 
and diversity of our native wildlife and its place in the world. The project totals  
£4.9 million and includes match funding from the National Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise and The Robertson Trust. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it considers root canal procedures to be classed as urgent 
dental care. 
 

S5W-30163  
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Joe FitzPatrick: Root canal procedures, including the opening of the root canal, 
removal of pulp, and the application of an appropriate temporary filling, can currently 
be carried out within an Urgent Dental Care Centre (UDCC).  
 
Root canal treatments rely on the use of dental equipment that produces an aerosol 
which could increase the risk of transmission of coronavirus from asymptomatic 
patients. Due to this, these procedures should not be carried out in general practice 
at present to ensure the safety of patients and staff and prevent community 
transmission of coronavirus. Patients requiring urgent root canal procedures should 
be referred to an UDCC. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what initiatives it is undertaking to promote healthier lifestyles in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-29938  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Our efforts over the past three months have been focussed on 
limiting the spread of the coronavirus and protecting people from the impacts of 
COVID-19. We know that healthy lifestyles can, in many instances, be a protective 
factor against the virus and the severity of the disease. We have therefore 
maintained focus on promoting healthy lifestyles through on-going initiatives 
wherever possible. The initiatives which have remained in place include the 
practicable actions and commitments on prevention and protection which we made 
in our 2018 delivery plans, actions plans and strategies on smoking, physical activity, 
diet, and alcohol and drugs. Over and above these on-going initiatives, Public Health 
Scotland has worked with the third sector partners we fund to promote healthier 
lifestyles to produce COVID-specific advice and guidance on these topics and more, 
which has been published on NHS Inform. We and our partners have been 
signposting people and other service providers to that advice as a means of 
promoting healthier lifestyles in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what work it (a) has undertaken and (b) is preparing to undertake to 
assess the long-term health impacts of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30128  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We recognise that rehabilitation is critical to ensuring people are 
appropriately supported during their recovery from the impacts of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). 
 
The Chief Scientist Office has commissioned a number of rapid research studies on 
coronavirus (COVID-19) that include how to support people afterwards and during 
rehabilitation, and the longer term effects of the virus. Further information is available 
at: https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/rarc19projects/ 
 

https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/rarc19projects/
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Scotland also contributes to the National Institute for Health Research that is 
undertaking coronavirus (COVID-19) studies (https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-studies/) 
 
This research, and emerging evidence globally, is informing the likely long term 
psychological and physical effects of the pandemic across Scotland but the clinical 
findings and our knowledge are continually evolving.  
 
The Health Secretary has commissioned a framework on recovery and rehabilitation 
from coronavirus (COVID-19) that will encompass different ways that people have 
been affected by the virus and the public health measures put in place to save lives 
and protect the NHS during lockdown.  
 
A strategic leadership group led by the Chief Allied Health Professions Officer is 
undertaking this activity, which will provide clear principles, priorities and objectives 
to support planning to meet increasing demand and to provide high quality person-
centred rehabilitation in different settings. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance is available to help leisure centres prepare for social 
distancing in (a) swimming pools, (b) gymnasiums and (c) changing rooms. 
 

S5W-29915  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are in discussions and preparing guidance with sportscotland, 
Community Leisure Scotland, the Scottish Leisure Networking Group, Local 
Authorities, Leisure Trusts, Hospitality Sector, Trade Unions, Scottish Governing 
Bodies of Sport and other partners in the sporting system to assist us in 
understanding the needs of facility operators in the sector whilst adhering to social 
distancing and hygiene measures and where additional guidance will be required for 
indoor sports facilities to open safely, no earlier than 23 July. 
 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on whether local authorities should offer 
refunds or permit extensions to people who have paid in advance for business and 
trade parking permits but who have not been able to operate due to the COVID-19 
lockdown restrictions, and what discussions it has had with councils regarding this. 
 

S5W-30221  
 
Michael Matheson: These types of schemes are managed by local authorities and it 
will be the decision of each local authority whether to extend or refund. 
 
 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-studies/
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Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on bringing forward plans to dual 
the A75 between Dumfries and the A74M to boost the area's economy following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30121  
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government recognises that transport plays an 
important role in joining up communities and maximising the economic potential of 
South West Scotland, including the part that the A75 plays in connecting Dumfries 
with the wider trunk road network. The South West Scotland Transport Study – Initial 
Appraisal: Case for Change Report was published in January 2020 and includes the 
amongst its recommendations, the option for partial dualling and targeted 
improvements of the A75 between Dumfries and A74(M). This is one of the 23 
recommendations that will be subject to more detailed appraisal, as part of the 
second Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR2).  
 
While the study has emphasised the importance of a connected, safe, resilient, and 
high quality strategic transport network for those travelling in South West Scotland it 
has not recommended taking forward the option for dualling the A75 between the 
A74(M) and Dumfries and onwards to Stranraer. The alternative series of targeted 
improvements, supports the regional transport objectives, whilst more 
proportionately meeting the Sustainable Investment Hierarchy set out in the National 
Transport Strategy and our commitment to delivering transport projects which will 
help us to create the conditions for an inclusive and net zero emissions economy. 
 
We remain committed to working with stakeholders to take forward STPR2, albeit in 
revised timescales, that take account of the Covid-19 impacts and as we work 
toward a green economic recovery. We will also need to understand how the impact 
of the pandemic may shape our future transport system and the demands placed on 
it. We will do that as part of an overall Government programme, before we can take 
individual decisions on schemes such as future road improvements to the A75. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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Written questions lodged on 07 July 2020  

(Expected answer date: 4 August 2020) 

S5W-30520 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the First 
Minister’s commitment that “there will be a public inquiry into this whole crisis and 
every aspect of the crisis”, (Official Report, 27 May 2020 c.6), when it expects the 
terms of reference for such a public inquiry into the handling of the COVID-19 crisis 
to be set.  
S5W-30522 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is aware 
of there being a more detailed local picture of COVID-19 outbreaks and deaths 
compiled at council ward level across the country, and, if so, whether it will publish 
this. 
S5W-30523 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government when the National 
Records of Scotland will re-open its buildings, and which phase of lockdown 
restrictions is applicable to it.  
S5W-30524 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what support it has provided 
to showpeople during the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-30526 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, when it would expect public bodies to publish their children’s rights 
reports, in line with the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, Part 1, 
Section 2.  
S5W-30527 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the roll out of virtual visits across the prison estate.  
S5W-30528 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the roll out of in-cell mobile phones across the prison estate. 
S5W-30529 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what support it has put in 
place to make sure that families affected by imprisonment have access to a digital 
device and an internet connection to enable them to make virtual prison visits. 
S5W-30530 Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what support it has provided 
to Gypsy/Traveller communities during the COVID-19 crisis. 
S5W-30531 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects outdoor 
contact sports, including football, to be able to resume for people aged 18 and over. 
S5W-30532 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
details of any physical distancing and additional hygiene measures being introduced 
to allow the safe resumption of recreational football for adults. 
S5W-30533 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it is 
providing to local authorities, community groups and commercial operators about the 
resumption of outdoor contact sports. 
S5W-30534 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government on what date security 
clearance was requested to allow Public Health Scotland officials to access the 
information required to carry out quarantine checks on people arriving from abroad. 
S5W-30535 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to ensure that people who are shielding from COVID-19 feel safe when accessing 
healthcare spaces. 
S5W-30536 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to 
protect people with blood cancer, in light of reports that they are up to 3.5 times more 
likely to die in hospital from COVID-19 than the rest of the population. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30520
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30522
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30523
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30524
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30526
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30527
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30528
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30529
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30530
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30531
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30532
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30533
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30534
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30535
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30536
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S5W-30537 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to ensure that people who are on its COVID-19 shielded patients list receive clear, 
consistent and timely communications.  
S5W-30539 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government when grassroots and 
amateur football teams will be permitted to resume training. 
S5W-30540 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with the National Trust for Scotland regarding (a) preventing staff redundancies 
and (b) reopening its venues, and what progress has been made. 
S5W-30544 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what guidelines will 
apply to international students who plan to arrive in autumn 2020 regarding (a) 
quarantine requirements and (b) and other methods to prevent the spread of COVID-
19, and what discussions it has had with universities regarding this.  
S5W-30551 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many nurses 
working in the NHS are employed by agencies; how many of these have been tested 
for COVID-19, and how regularly these tests are carried out. 
S5W-30552 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many agency care 
workers are employed in the care sector; how many of these have been tested for 
COVID-19, and how regularly these tests are carried out. 
S5W-30553 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Aquaculture Hardship Fund is open to applications from all producers of trout, 
salmon and shellfish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30537
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30539
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30540
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30544
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30551
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30552
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30553
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

