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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 15 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 15 July can be found on page 8 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 15 July. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 15 July) 
 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 

Tom Arthur (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its approach is to monitoring and responding to 
future outbreaks of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30723  
 
John Swinney: The latest Public Health Scotland report shows that the 
number of COVID cases is currently very low in Scotland. However, the virus 
has not gone away. It could return at any time, and it is vitality important that 
we all remain vigilant and all continue to follow public health advice. 
 
The approach in Scotland to Surveillance and Response builds on well-
developed and effective structures and processes. Strong and efficient data 
and intelligence; an effective Test and Protect system; measures to trace 
those who may come in contact with the virus; and good communication. 
Together this all helps inform and compliment the experience and actions of 
our public health teams and resilience partnerships. 
 
The Scottish Government will later today publish its Covid-19 Surveillance 
and Response position statement. This document sets out how existing 
planning arrangements, structures and national Health Protection guidance 
will be applied to address the challenges of any COVID 19 outbreak. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what financial support will be made available to 
community groups, particularly those that maintain and operate community 
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halls, if these are to remain closed beyond phase 4 of the COVID-19 route 
map. 
 

S5W-29953  
 
Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government committed £350 million of 
funding to support local communities and households in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The funding was developed using a range of 
approaches to ensure that resource was quickly mobilised to the people and 
places where it was needed. those approaches include funding delivered 
through Local Authorities; open bid funds such as the Community Wellbeing 
Fund and Third Sector Resilience Fund and targeted funding through 
Community Anchor Organisations by the Supporting Communities Fund. 
 
We recognise that there will be a need for further support for community 
groups, including those operating community halls. As such, our approach to 
Recovery, will include the consideration of the impact of different phases of 
lockdown. Details will be announced in due course. 
 
Further information on sources of funding for third sector and communities 
can be found on the SCVO website at: https://scvo.org.uk/support/running-
your-organisation/funding. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to Scottish Renewables' call for it to 
use its trade, export and investment powers to boost skills exports to nations 
seeking to undertake green recoveries to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-30360  
 
Ivan McKee: Scotland is already an experienced exporter of energy and 
related skills and services with many international companies already 
benefiting from our long-standing expertise and experience in renewables and 
other energy related sectors. This government and its trade and investment 
agency, Scottish Development International, actively seek to promote a 
business environment which encourages growth through partnership, co-
investment, and sharing of experience with other countries. We make it easy 
for companies to access our experts and talent and know this will stand 
Scottish companies in good stead internationally, with those countries seeking 
to make a green recovery to the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

https://scvo.org.uk/support/running-your-organisation/funding
https://scvo.org.uk/support/running-your-organisation/funding
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people with a learning disability have been tested for 
COVID-19, also broken down by how many tested positive. 
 

S5W-29903  
 
Jeane Freeman: We do not collect data relating to learning disabilities of 
people receiving testing. Consent would have to be provided by the individual 
to allow collection of this data. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to reports that care workers are twice as 
likely as NHS frontline staff to die from COVID-19, and what analysis it has 
carried out of the reasons for this situation. 
 

S5W-30073  
 
Jeane Freeman: Every death from COVID-19 is a tragedy and the Scottish 
Government offers our condolences to every family that has been impacted, 
not least those of our frontline health and care staff. 
 
We are working to fully understand the impact of COVID-19, taking into 
account individual risk factors which would make someone more vulnerable to 
COVID-19 such as age, ethnicity, underlying co-morbidities, where they live 
and the prevalence of the virus in their local area. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has sold, or allowed access to, COVID-19-related 
health data, including patients' personal medical information, to any third party 
and, if so, (a) what data, (b) to whom and (c) for what reason. 
 

S5W-29956  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has not sold COVID-19-related 
health data. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will reopen NHS pay negotiations, and what its response 
is to a recent Unison Scotland NHS staff survey, which found that (a) 87% of 
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respondents thought the NHS should consider a further pay award this year, 
(b) 80% of respondents said they are tired or very tired, (c) 72% of 
respondents said they are exhausted after work, (d) 30% of respondents are 
not getting adequate breaks and (e) many NHS staff had experienced extra 
childcare costs, extra transport costs due to restricted public transport, were 
washing their clothes more often, had been isolating from family and were 
mentally and physically exhausted. 
 

S5W-30011  
 
Jeane Freeman: I have asked all stakeholders, including NHS Unions and 
NHS Scotland employers, to work in partnership to examine options for 
arriving at pay settlements for both the immediate and longer term. 
Stakeholders will work together to agree a timetable for this. In addition, and 
in consultation with a wide range of partners across the health and social care 
sector, we are taking forward a raft of measures designed to provide support 
to staff at this difficult time. Information on these can be found at our National 
Wellbeing Hub - www.promis.scot 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of BAME people reportedly being at higher risk from 
COVID-19, what action it is taking to provide public health messages in 
languages other than English, and how it ensures that these messages are 
reaching such groups. 
 

S5W-30174  
 
Jeane Freeman: As part of our activity we have worked with public and third 
sector partners to understand language and accessibility requirements and 
have worked collaboratively to translate and distribute key coronavirus 
information. This has involved: 
 
1. Digital marketing activity has been developed and undertaken to target 
those whose digital footprint highlights they are from a BAME community. 
 
2. Scottish Government has been leading the coordination of translations of 
NHS Inform coronavirus content with NHS 24, NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde, and NHS Lothian on a weekly basis from March to June. Content is 
translated into 12 different languages and formats. 
 
3. Key promotional posters have been translated into various languages. For 
example, Household Isolation posters were translated into Polish, Mandarin, 
Arabic, BSL, Audio MP3, Easy Read, Kurdish, Sorani, Cantonese, Tigrinya, 
Vietnamese. 

http://www.promis.scot/
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4. The two national door drops distributed by SG have been made available in 
a variety of language and accessible formats. 
 
Scottish Government Policy teams are also working with relevant stakeholder 
and community groups to increase awareness of these resources and how to 
access them. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what proportion of Scotland's 15,500 daily COVID-19 testing 
capacity comes from UK regional testing facilities. 
 

S5W-30292  
 
Jeane Freeman: Scotland’s testing capacity fluctuates on a daily basis and 
for this reason, and given daily fluctuation in NHS capacity, it is not possible to 
give a definitive figure for the proportion of testing capacity that comes from 
UK regional testing facilities. 
 
We are working hard to ensure we maximise use of our daily capacity, as we 
expect the number of daily tests to increase as we roll out Test and Protect.  
NHS lab capacity is currently around 10,000 tests a day and around 8,000 at 
the weekend and is supported by non-NHS labs including: University of 
Edinburgh, University of Aberdeen, and the Scottish National Blood 
Transfusion Service. 
 
In addition to this, we have further capacity through the Lighthouse Laboratory 
in Glasgow (run by the UK government), which has capacity to process 
approximately 20,000 tests a day. The Glasgow Lighthouse Laboratory may 
however process tests taken from across the UK. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that personal independence 
payment appeals during the COVID-19 crisis are conducted by HM Courts 
and Tribunal Service in a manner that promotes inclusive communication, 
including offering an option to use videoconferencing, and whether it will 
continue to offer such options following the pandemic. 
 

S5W-30113  
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Shirley-Anne Somerville: Personal independence payment appeals are 
currently conducted by HM Courts and Tribunal Service (HMCTS) and are 
subject to their equality and diversity policies. The Scottish Government 
welcomes any operational steps taken by HMCTS to promote inclusive 
communication during, and beyond, the COVID-19 crisis.  
 
When the SCTS assumes responsibility for Personal Independent Payment 
appeals, it will be a matter for the Chamber President, in consultation with 
SCTS, to decide upon the most appropriate methods to ensure inclusive 
communications in line with this commitment. The Scottish Courts and 
Tribunals Service (SCTS) is committed to developing a culture where equality 
and diversity are firmly established. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the use by HM Courts and Tribunal 
Service of (a) paper-based and (b) telephone hearings for personal 
independence payment appeals during the COVID-19 crisis, and whether it 
has raised with that department any concerns that it has regarding this 
process. 
 

S5W-30114  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-
30113 on 15 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are 
available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be 
found at http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what measures it is taking 
to promote RNIB’s Coronavirus Courtesy Code under its Spaces for People 
initiative. 
 

S5W-30337  
 
Michael Matheson: RNIB shared their code of conduct with Transport 
Scotland in May, it has since been shared with Sustrans Scotland (which 
delivers the Spaces for People initiative on behalf of Transport Scotland) and 
the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS). 
 
In response to the Spaces for People initiative, MACS has written a briefing 
paper: Temporary Street Measures during the Coronavirus Crisis, to help 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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ensure the mobility needs of disabled people, including those who are blind or 
partially-sighted, are fully considered. Furthermore, as part of the Spaces for 
People support package, if required by local authorities, Sustrans will facilitate 
specialist advice, such as from MACs on accessibility considerations and 
issues. 
 
Sustrans are offering support to local authorities on a range of areas such as 
design, engagement, equality impact assessment, monitoring and evaluation. 
 
Transport Scotland continue to work with MACS to ensure that the views of all 
disabled people are taken into consideration when developing any new 
initiative. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government when learner drivers will be able to resume (a) formal 
driving lessons and (b) informal driving practice with family or friends. 
 

S5W-30285  
 
Michael Matheson: An update on the resumption of driving lessons will be 
made by the First Minister on 30 July 2020. Any decision on the resumption of 
driving lessons will be on the basis of an analysis of risk. This will include the 
prevalence of the virus and the specific circumstances around an activity. 
There is no specific restriction on informal driving lessons with family and 
friends, but we would advise that those planning informal lessons consult the 
latest Scottish Government guidance and ensure they are acting in line with 
the Scottish Government route map out of lockdown. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 15 July 2020 

S5W-30722 James Dornan: To ask the Scottish Government what progress 
it has made toward extending Fair Start Scotland provision following the end 
of the current contract period, given the importance of employability support in 
responding to the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Written questions lodged on 15 July 2020 

(Expected Answer Date: 12 August 2020) 
 
S5W-30714 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
completed suicide in each of the last six months, broken down by those aged 
(a) 0-19, (b) 20-40, (c) 41-60 and (d) over 60, and how these figures compare 
with those over the same period in each of the last 10 years. 
S5W-30715 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
asymptomatic (a) NHS and (b) social care staff have been tested for COVID-
19 each day since the start of lockdown. 
S5W-30720 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
hospital occupancy rate has been in each week since the NHS was placed on 
an emergency footing on 17 March 2020, broken down by (a) hospital and (b) 
NHS board, and what the rate was during the same period in 2019.  
S5W-30724 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when 
clarity can be provided to beauty salons as to whether specific treatments, 
such as facials, can be carried out when they reopen on 22 July 2020. 
S5W-30725 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government on what date it 
expects motor caravanner rallies to be able to resume meetings. 
S5W-30726 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on when it will publish updated guidance for wedding 
ceremonies and receptions in phase 4 of the route map out of lockdown. 
S5W-30727 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of self-catering businesses that applied for financial support from 
the Small Business Grant Scheme were successful, and what help will be 
made available to those that did not receive any financial support. 
S5W-30728 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government how much 
funding available under the Small Business Grant Scheme has not been 
allocated, and what plans are in place to ensure that any underspend is 
targeted at businesses still in need of support. 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30722
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30714
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30715
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30720
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30724
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30725
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30726
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30727
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30728
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

