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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 20 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 20 July can be found on page 14 of this 
document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 20 July) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the communities secretary’s statement that food 
provision should be delivered on a whole household, cash first principle, 
whether it will provide details of any guidance and support that it has provided 
to local authorities on the quality and value for money of either food or 
voucher provision for children entitled to free school meals. 
 

(S5W-30354) 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided local authorities with 
a further £27.6 million to help support vulnerable households. This funding is 
made up of £12.6 million to continue the provision of food to families eligible 
for free school meals during the course of the school summer holidays, and 
£15 million to help families at risk of accessing food as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic until 30 September. This includes people who are require to 
self-isolate under test and protect. 
 
We recognise that direct cash payments will work well for many families and 
we wrote to local authorities at the start of July suggesting they could consider 
using cash payments as one of a range of options to support those 
households, including for families who are eligible for alternative provision to 
free school meals during the school summer holidays. 
 
However, whilst we accept that direct cash payments will work well for many 
families, it is also important that we continue to afford local authorities the 
flexibility they need to respond to the individual needs within their local 
communities and to ensure that no one is left disadvantaged by a one size fits 
all approach. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to 
increasing the planned funding settlement for the Scottish National 
Investment Bank to assist businesses that have been negatively affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

(S5W-30459) 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has taken a series of 
unprecedented policy actions in response to the crisis. This includes £2.3 
billion of business support measures and a £230 million investment package 
to help stimulate Scotland's economy following the pandemic, covering 
construction, low carbon, digitisation, and business support. There is also a 
£62 million Energy Transition Fund, focussed on the North East, which will 
support businesses in the oil, gas and energy sectors over the next five years 
as they grow and diversify and which will help attract private sector 
investment to the region. 
 
The Scottish National Investment Bank will be operational later this year. The 
Scottish Government is committed to capitalise the Bank by £2 billion over ten 
years and the Bank will have an important role to play in supporting a post-
COVID recovery in the medium and longer term by investing patient capital in 
Scotland’s businesses and communities. The Bank will work with the 
business community and its private and public sector partners to help shape 
an economic recovery with fair work, inclusive growth and the transition to net 
zero emissions at its heart. It remains the intention that the Bank will not be 
the source of short-term working capital for businesses. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to its commitment to provide 25,000 free 
laptops and tablets to children who need them in order to learn at home, how 
many children have been identified as being in need of such a device. 
 

(S5W-30513) 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has committed to investing £25m 
to combat digital exclusion amongst children and young people. The 25,000 
laptops are the first phase of that investment. We have worked closely with 
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SOLACE, ADES and COSLA to establish the scale of need across the 
country. However, there is no single dataset which tells us exactly who is 
suffering from digital exclusion. 
 
Schools and councils know their families best and funding offers have now 
been made to every Scottish local authority. This funding will allow local 
authorities to procure devices and connectivity solutions to tackle the issue of 
digital exclusion in their respective areas. 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it estimates that its commitment to provide 
25,000 free laptops and tablets to children who need them in order to learn 
from home will have been met. 
 

(S5W-30515) 
 

John Swinney: We expect that all 25,000 devices will be issued at the start 
of the new term in August. This is the first phase of our £25m commitment to 
tackling digital exclusion amongst children and young people. Funding offers 
have now been made to every Scottish local authority to enable them to 
purchase further devices and connectivity solutions, in line with local need. 

 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to its commitment to provide 25,000 free 
laptops and tablets to assist schoolchildren learning from home, how many of 
each have been issued in each local authority area. 
 

(S5W-30514) 
 

John Swinney: Funding offers have been made to every Scottish local 
authority and each authority has flexibility to decide upon the split of devices 
and connectivity they require to meet local need. The breakdown of the initial 
25,000 devices has not yet been fully determined as local authorities are 
working through the process of developing their proposals. We expect that the 
25,000 devices will be issued at the start of the new term in August. 

 
 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government what provisions it will put in place to enable access to 
online learning for children and young people in rural areas of the North East 
Scotland region that do not have reliable broadband connections. 
 

(S5W-30485) 
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John Swinney: The Scottish Government has committed to investing £25m 
to combat digital exclusion amongst children and young people. Funding 
offers have now been made to every Scottish local authority. That funding is 
to be targeted at the provision of devices and connectivity solutions such as 
mobile broadband through 4G MiFi routers and associated data plans. Local 
authorities are developing plans to ensure the funding is invested to best 
effect in their local areas. 

 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, since being offered the option to do 
so, how much each local authority has transferred from its early year 
childcare to its schools' budget. 
 

(S5W-30143) 
 

Maree Todd: The Scottish Government and COSLA jointly wrote to local 
authorities on 15 May 2020. This letter offered local authorities flexibility to 
use the £508 million of ELC expansion funding for 2020-21, underspends 
against specific ELC revenue grant funding in previous years, and other 
funding streams where appropriate, to secure critical childcare provision for 
children of key workers and vulnerable children, and to support education 
recovery needed locally. 
 
The Scottish Government and COSLA, through the ELC Finance working 
group, are carrying out a cost modelling exercise to determine the financial 
impact of COVID-19 on local authority ELC funding. The Group will continue 
to work through the financial implications of critical childcare during the 
pandemic response on ELC funding going forward. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many unsuccessful applications 
for COVID-19 business support grants have been reassessed in each local 
authority area; how many have been awarded funding as a result, and what 
the total value of that funding has been. 
 

(S5W-30275) 
 

Ben Macpherson: The Small Business Support Grants and Retail, Hospitality 
and Leisure Grants are administered and awarded by Local Authorities. The 
Scottish Government collects data on a weekly basis pertaining to the total 
number of business support grant applications made and the total number of 
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grants awarded by each local authority. Data pertaining to the number of 
business grant support applications that may have been reassessed is not 
held centrally. 
 
Available data is published weekly at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-
fund-grant-statistics/, and we continue to work with local authorities to best 
reflect scheme information. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether (a) dentists and (b) dental staff will be included in its 
list of key workers. 
 

(S5W-30134) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Key workers are those in posts which ensure essential 
services can be delivered and cover tasks within the local community which 
support the vulnerable and aid community. We cannot designate whole 
workforces or entire groups of staff as key workers and there is no national list 
of who is considered to be a key worker. 
 
Decisions around eligibility for key worker childcare are being taken locally, in 
line with guidance published on the Scottish Government website. Both 
parents are required to be key workers before being able to access childcare 
and in general, councils have not been making critical childcare available to 
families where one parent is a key worker but the other is not. We recognise 
that this is causing difficulties for key worker families. Such families can 
access informal care, although where possible this should be the same 
person, such as a non-vulnerable relative or friend, a nanny or babysitter. 
From 15th July, subject to scientific evidence, there will be the full reopening 
of early years provision, including educational provision, childminders and 
local areas will also be resourcing additional activities. 
 
More information on the advice and guidance in relation to key workers and 
the closure of schools can be found here: 
 
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-guide-schools-early-learning-
closures/pages/key-workers/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-guide-schools-early-learning-closures/pages/key-workers/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-guide-schools-early-learning-closures/pages/key-workers/
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Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact of the reduction of 
dental services during the COVID-19 outbreak on oral cancer detection and 
survival rates. 
 

(S5W-30139) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Despite a reduction in dental services during the COVID-19 
outbreak ensuring that people have access to cancer services remains a 
priority. Dental practices have continued to triage patients during this period 
and, following the Scottish Dental Clinical Effectiveness Programme (SDCEP) 
guidelines, continue to refer patients with symptoms of oral cancer for urgent 
assessment. 
 
Dental practices also reopened to see patients with an urgent dental care 
need from 22 June as we move forward with the NHS Remobilisation Plan. 
The period in which dental practices were closed with telephone triage was 
approximately three months. We have also announced that from 13 July 
dental practices may see patients for routine care. This is an indicative date 
and is dependent on Scotland moving to phase 3 of the Scottish 
Government’s Route Map. On average a person attends the dentist once per 
year. So the effect on oral health across the Scottish population we anticipate 
can be managed through the NHS Remobilisation Plan. 
 
More information on the SDCEP guidance can be found at: 
 
https://www.sdcep.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2013/03/EDCPracticeGuide2pp.pdf 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have had a faecal immunochemical test 
delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and what plans are in place to 
ensure that the people assumed most at risk are tested as early as possible. 
 

(S5W-30149) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Estimated numbers of people affected by the pause to bowel 
screening were published when the pause to the programme was announced 
on 30 March. The figures, which are based on the most recent information 
available to Information Services Division at the time of the pause, indicate 
that 248,177 people may have had a faecal immunochemical test (FIT) 
delayed as a result of the pause to the bowel screening programme over the 
past three months.  
 

https://www.sdcep.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/EDCPracticeGuide2pp.pdf
https://www.sdcep.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/EDCPracticeGuide2pp.pdf
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The resumption of screening services is taking place safely, carefully and in a 
series of stages, as part of the remobilisation of the NHS in Scotland. Bowel 
screening colonoscopies are now resuming in all Boards, including for bowel 
screening participants who returned a positive FIT test before or during the 
pause. 
 
Local boards will be provided with numerical FIT values, to help them 
prioritise bowel screening participants alongside symptomatic patients.  
 
During the pause to the screening programmes we have continued to 
emphasise that anyone who is concerned about any signs or symptoms of 
cancer should not wait for their next screening test and should seek medical 
advice. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have had a breast screening appointment 
delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and what plans are in place to 
ensure that the people assumed most at risk are tested as early as possible. 
 

(S5W-30150) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Estimated numbers of people affected by the pause to 
breast screening were published when the pause to the programme was 
announced on 30 March. The figures, which are based on the most recent 
information available to Information Services Division at the time of the pause, 
indicate that 46,596 people may have had their breast screening appointment 
delayed as a result of the pause to the breast screening programme over the 
past three months. 
 
The resumption of screening services is taking place safely, carefully and in a 
series of stages, as part of the remobilisation of the NHS in Scotland. The 
breast screening service is currently assisting acute services to prioritise high-
risk familial clinics and post-treatment surveillance screening, while preparing 
for the resumption of the national programme. 
 
In the meantime, it is absolutely vital for those in between screening 
appointments or awaiting a rescheduled appointment to be aware of any 
symptoms or signs of the conditions screened for. Anyone having these 
symptoms should contact their GP practice. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people in each cancer screening programme have 
had their appointment delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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(S5W-30151) 

 
Joe FitzPatrick: Estimated numbers affected by the pause to the screening 
programmes are based on the most recent information available to 
Information Services Division at the time of the pause. This indicates the 
following numbers of people may have had their appointment delayed in the 
three month period since the programmes were paused on 30 March: 
 

• 248,177 bowel screening participants. 

• 46,596 breast screening participants. 

• 101,963 cervical screening participants. 
 
The cancer screening programmes that were paused on 30 March (breast, 
bowel and cervical) are now beginning to restart – safely, carefully and in a 
series of stages. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people who have learning disabilities have died as a 
result of COVID-19, and what proportion of all COVID-19 deaths this 
represents, also broken down by (a) NHS board area and (c) the type of 
support they received (e.g. residential care home, hospital, care at home etc.) 
 

(S5W-30466) 
 

Clare Haughey: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30276 on  
8 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that everyone 
requiring access to high quality, person-centred rehabilitation after discharge 
from hospital receives this. 
 

(S5W-30218) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30128 on  
7 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of the pressure that such services might 
experience in the near future, what steps it is taking to ensure the delivery of 
accessible rehabilitation care in communities. 
 

(S5W-30220) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30128 on  
7 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to prioritise rehabilitation 
for people who are (a) shielding from the COVID-19 outbreak and (b) newly 
diagnosed with a health condition and have been unable to access 
appropriate rehabilitation services. 
 

(S5W-30219) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30128 on  
7 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on when chronic pain NHS 
services will be restored. 
 

(S5W-30232) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30230 on  
8 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to recompense patients who have received pain 
relief medication from private healthcare providers in England due to their 
usual treatments in NHS pain clinics in Scotland having been suspended 
since March 2020. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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(S5W-30233) 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government cannot comment on individual 
cases but in general terms NHS Scotland does not pay for or subsidise 
private health care arranged independently by a patient. This matter was 
discussed in the Chamber on 25 June 2020 in response to oral question S5O-
04436, the full transcript can be found here: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12720&i=11
5044 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people on the COVID-19 shielding list have died, and 
what information it has regarding how many died from conditions other than 
the virus. 
 

(S5W-30159) 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government on what legislative basis 
Police Scotland will enforce the wearing of mandatory face coverings in 
shops. 
 

(S5W-30460) 
 

Humza Yousaf: Police Scotland have enforcement powers under The Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 as 
amended by the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) 
Amendment (No. 7) Regulations 2020. 
 
The Amendment (No. 7) was laid before the Scottish Parliament on 9 July 
2020 and came into force on 10 July 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12720&i=115044
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12720&i=115044
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport and Infrastructure 
 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that, on buses, there is social 
distancing and passengers are wearing face coverings. 
 

(S5W-30490) 
 

Michael Matheson: The Transport Transition Plan, published on 26 May, 
includes guidance for public transport users and transport operators. It 
continues to be updated to take account of evolving physical distancing and 
other measures as we ease out of lockdown. Exemptions to the 2 metres 
distancing measures, to 1 metre, are now allowed on public transport where 
appropriate mitigations are put in place. The guidance emphasises the 
importance of transport operators undertaking a risk assessment and 
implementation of risk mitigation measures, if required, prior to applying the 1 
metre rule. 
 
The wearing of face coverings became mandatory for most people on public 
transport from 22 June. People must wear a face covering on public transport 
and public transport premises such as bus and train stations.  
 
The Scottish Government continues to encourage everyone to keep to the 
rules and wear a face covering when travelling on public transport. Bus 
drivers can ask why a face covering is not being worn, and should accept the 
reasons given for this. Enforcement by Police Scotland is very much a last 
resort. 

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice it has given to bus companies in relation to seat 
blocking on buses. 
 

(S5W-30492) 
 

Michael Matheson: On 21 May this year, the First Minister published a Route 
Map setting out the steps to transition safely out of lockdown. The Transport 
Transition Plan, published on 26 May, aligns to the route map and is regularly 
updated. Guidance for public transport users and operators is published 
within the Plan. 
 
The guidance includes a requirement for bus operators to carry out a risk 
assessment and undertake mitigation measures as appropriate if they are 
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considering moving from 2 metres to 1 metre physical distancing. These 
mitigation measures may include seat blocking. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government has been in ongoing dialogue with the 
bus industry on how best to provide a safe transport system to ensure 
Scotland can keep on moving, whilst continuing to suppress the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus. 

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is monitoring social distancing and the wearing of face 
coverings on bus services. 
 

(S5W-30491) 
 

Michael Matheson: Scottish Government officials are in regular dialogue with 
the Confederation of Passenger Transport and the larger bus operators in 
Scotland on how best to engage with passengers and inform them of the 
requirements for physical distancing and wearing a face covering on their 
journey. 
 
This work includes bus operators sharing information in order to monitor the 
effectiveness on the bus network of the measures put in place. 
 
 
Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with local 
authorities and partner organisations taking forward City Region Deals to 
focus the work of these on enabling economic recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

(S5W-30658) 
 

Michael Matheson: Investment through City and Regional Growth Deals will 
be a vital enabler of economic recovery. We are working with local authorities; 
their regional partners; and the UK Government to ensure all Deals deliver on 
creating high quality jobs and supporting business. 
 
I met with Iain Stewart MP, the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Scotland, on 29 June to discuss the Deals programme. We discussed how 
the Deals can support economic recovery and the need for an early decision 
from the UK Government on whether it will match our commitment to 
accelerate progress with those Deals yet to be signed, including the Tay 
Cities Region Deal which covers Angus and Dundee in the North East. 
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Alongside this, the Scottish City Region and Growth Deal Delivery Board, led 
by senior officials from both the Scottish and UK Governments, has written to 
and held a series of calls with the local Programme Management Offices for 
all Deals to discuss the impact of COVID-19. Officials continue to have 
regular meetings with regional partners to discuss implementation of the 
Deals programme, including examination of how Deal investment can 
contribute to revitalisation of local and regional economies. 
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Written questions lodged on 27 July 2020 

(Expected Answer Date: 14 August 2020) 
 
S5W-30787 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
anticipates equestrian competitions will be permitted to resume. 
S5W-30788 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
equestrian competitions have not been permitted to resume, in light of other 
outdoor-based sports being able to. 
S5W-30789 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
anticipates providers of acupuncture treatment will be permitted to return to 
work. 
S5W-30790 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
acupuncturists and providers of other health services have not been permitted 
to return to work, in light of hairdressers being permitted to do so on 15 July 
2020. 
S5W-30791 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
anticipates outdoor holiday clubs for school-aged children will be able to 
resume activities. 
S5W-30794 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
commit to convening a ministerial summit involving local government, retailers 
and third sector organisations to develop a longer-term plan for supporting 
people who are clinically and situationally vulnerable. 
S5W-30795 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
commit to ensuring that access to food boxes and priority delivery slots for 
these continue for all clinically and situationally vulnerable people who receive 
them, for as long as medical advice or practical restrictions are in place. 
S5W-30796 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
commit to providing individuals who are situationally vulnerable the same 
access to priority delivery slots for food boxes as those in the shielded 
category, and, as part of this process, work to accurately assess the size and 
nature of this situationally-vulnerable group. 
S5W-30797 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how it will work 
with local government to identify what specific ongoing support, for example 
access to priority delivery slots for food boxes, is needed by people who are 
self-isolating, and how this can be provided. 
S5W-30799 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
considering establishing "Nightingale Courts" to help clear the current backlog 
of court cases, as is being done in England and Wales 
S5W-30810 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects 
professional providers of complementary, natural and alternative medicines to 
be permitted to reopen their practices. 
S5W-30811 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects 
(a) swimming pools to reopen and (b) competitive swimming to restart, and 
what its response is to suggestions that swimming can be restarted safely 
with appropriate measures. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30787
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30788
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30789
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30790
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30791
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30794
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30795
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30796
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30797
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30799
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30810
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30811
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S5W-30812 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects to allow personal trainers to begin teaching classes of up to 30 
people from different households on an (a) outdoor and (b) indoor basis, as is 
currently the case in England. 
S5W-30816 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish guidance on the reopening of adult day services. 
S5W-30817 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons acupuncture cannot take place at present, and when such services 
can restart. 
S5W-30818 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons auction houses cannot open at present, and when they will be 
allowed to do so. 
S5W-30819 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reasons tattoo studios have not been allowed to reopen at present, and when 
they will be allowed to do so. 
S5W-30820 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide financial protection for people with blood cancer who are advised to 
continue shielding by their treating team after the shielding scheme ends in 
August 2020. 
S5W-30821 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
people were (a) added to and (b) removed from the shielding list in (a) April, 
(b) May and (c) June 2020, and, of these, how many have blood cancer. 
S5W-30822 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that people diagnosed with blood cancer after 1 August 2020 will be added to 
the shielding list, and under what circumstances shielding would be re-
introduced nationally or locally.  
S5W-30829 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to extending eligibility for Young Scot free ferry 
vouchers for island residents to people aged over 18 to help with the cost of 
travel to the mainland for study.  
S5W-30830 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support is available for islands' students studying on the mainland, in 
light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-30831 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government on what 
date marriages will resume in places of worship and civil settings as part of 
the easing of lockdown restrictions. 
S5W-30832 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
plans to launch the "Doctor's Health Service" that it announced at the end of 
2019. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
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