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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 30 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 30 July can be found on page 27 of this 
document. 
 

Oral questions following on from the various Ministerial Statements made on 30 
July can be found on page 26. 
 

Government Initiated Questions: 
 

Tom Arthur (Renfrewshire South) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on its understanding of the 
communicability of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30992  
 

Jeane Freeman: The four Chief Medical Officers of the United Kingdom have 
reviewed evidence and analysis on the communicability of COVID-19. They have 
concluded there is a low risk in some cases that an individual confirmed to be 
infected with SARS-CoV-2 may be capable of transmitting the virus between seven 
and nine days after the onset of symptoms. The four Chief Medical Officers have 
therefore each made the decision for their countries that the period of self-isolation 
required of people confirmed through a test to be infected and who are not admitted 
to hospital or are not in a care home should be increased from 7 days to 10 days. 
This clinical decision by the Chief Medical Officers is being announced and 
implemented on a four nations basis, and will go into effect from today. 
Anyone who receives a positive test result from today onwards should follow 
guidance to isolate for at least 10 days, and for at least 48 hours after any fever 
subsides. People currently isolating should continue to follow the guidance in place 
when they began isolation: to isolate for at least 7 days, and for at least 48 hours 
after any fever subsides. If symptoms other than cough or anosmia persist beyond 
the isolation period or worsen phone 111, or if it is an emergency phone 999. 
This change does not affect the isolation period for people who have tested positive 
and are in a hospital or care home setting where Health Protection Scotland 
guidance should continue to be followed and will be updated where appropriate. It 
also does not change the isolation period for people who live in the same household 
as an index case, are the close contact of an index case identified through Test and 
Protect, or have arrived in Scotland after travelling from a non-exempt country, which 
all remain at 14 days. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by 
what date it will publish the results of the SQA equality impact assessment of the 
alternative certification model, including the changes to the estimation process. 
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S5W-30571  
 

John Swinney: We have been clear that fairness has to be delivered for all learners 
in the absence of the 2020 exam diet, and the Chief Examining Officer has set out 
that it is one of the three core principles upon which the Scottish Qualifications 
Authority is approaching the awarding of qualifications this year. 
The Scottish Qualifications Authority has given assurances that they will meet their 
public sector duty under the equality legislation on their approach to certification, 
including publication of a completed Equality Impact Assessment. 
As outlined by the Chief Examining Officer in her written response to the Education 
and Skills Committee of 30 June 2020, the Equality Impact Assessment will be 
published by 4 August 2020. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what childcare and nursery provision it is offering to 
teachers who require this to assist with their preparations ahead of the reopening of 
schools. 
 

S5W-30590  
 

John Swinney: As set out in the Strategic Framework for the reopening of schools, 
early learning and childcare provision published on 21 May, critical childcare 
provision for key worker and vulnerable children will continue throughout June and 
the summer break. Local authorities will be responsible for deciding on the details 
about how to maintain the critical childcare service for key workers during this time. 
Education and childcare staff, including support staff, who are providing education 
and childcare for category 1 key workers may also qualify for critical childcare under 
category 1. Other education and childcare staff who are preparing schools and early 
learning and childcare services for re-opening may qualify under category 3. 
All childcare settings have been able to reopen from 15 July, providing more options 
for parents and carers, including teachers. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions regarding the data security of the Glow platform it has had with (a) the 
Scottish Information Commissioner and (b) Disclosure Scotland since January 2020, 
including concerning (i) suspected and (ii) confirmed breaches. 
 

S5W-30605  
 

John Swinney: Education Scotland is responsible for the delivery of the Glow 
platform, including Information Security. 
 
In June 2020, Education Scotland officials had a general discussion with the 
Information Commissioner. This covered the actions taken during lockdown by 
schools to help parents and guardians in supporting their child’s access to Glow, 
changes made to Glow in response to this and planned future changes. 
No discussions have been held in the period January 2020 to 17 July 2020 with 
Disclosure Scotland in relation to Glow data security. 



3 

 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that every non-pupil who has access to the Glow platform has a Protecting 
Vulnerable Groups (PVG) certificate. 
 

S5W-30607  
 

John Swinney: Use of Glow is only permitted for organisations that have signed a 
contract with Education Scotland as the platform provider – the Glow Agreement. A 
requirement of this legal contract is that non-pupil accounts must only be provided to 
people with a valid disclosure certificate. PVG cannot be mandated, although in 
many instances where interaction with children is a requirement, PVG will be 
required by the organisation creating the non-pupil account. 
 
The majority of non-pupil accounts are created automatically by Glow from an extract 
of relevant data contained in SEEMIS records. SEEMIS is the Education 
Management Information System which holds a record of every pupil and member of 
staff at state schools in Scotland. 
 
Additional accounts can be created for non-pupils. This is managed locally by each 
customer, as the Data Controller, who will determine the appropriate level of 
disclosure required. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many suspected data breaches under the Glow platform it has been informed of 
since January 2020, also broken down by how many (a) have been confirmed and 
(b) remain under investigation. 
 

S5W-30606  
 

John Swinney: Education Scotland acts as the Data Processor for Glow (except for 
Education Scotland’s own staff and data for which it is also Data Controller). 
Organisations using Glow do so under a contract (the Glow Agreement) and are 
Data Controllers for their own staff, pupils and data. Local authorities are the Data 
Controllers for the vast majority of Glow users. 
The reporting of data breaches to the Information Commissioner is the responsibility 
of Data Controllers. As Data Processor, Education Scotland is required to advise the 
relevant Data Controller(s) of any breach of which it becomes aware and to assist 
them in complying with their obligations regarding personal data breaches. 
Since January 2020 Education Scotland has been made aware of two suspected 
data breaches. One of these was confirmed (a single user sharing information with a 
wider audience than intended) and one deemed not a breach. No suspected or 
confirmed breaches remain under investigation by Education Scotland. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that (a) users and (b) parents are made aware of (i) suspected and (ii) 
confirmed data breaches of the Glow platform. 
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S5W-30608  

 
John Swinney: Education Scotland acts as the Data Processor for Glow (except for 
Education Scotland’s own staff and data). Organisations using Glow do so under a 
contract (the Glow Agreement) and are Data Controllers for their own staff, pupils 
and data. Local authorities are the Data Controllers for the vast majority of Glow 
users. 
 
As Data Processor, Education Scotland is obliged to inform affected / potentially 
affected Data Controllers where any data breach is suspected or confirmed. 
Education Scotland also inform the Information Commissioner where relevant. It is 
the responsibility of the Data Controller(s) to advise any users (or their guardians in 
the case of pupils) of any data breach. 
 
In addition to the legal responsibilities of Data Controllers and Processor in relation 
to Glow, there are practical reasons why local authorities and other organisations 
using Glow notify affected users of any breach. Education Scotland does not hold, or 
have access to, contact information for Glow users other than their Glow email 
address. Data Controllers hold this information for their users (and for guardians in 
the case of pupil users) and are best placed to ensure that any issues are 
communicated sensitively and with appropriate support. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position on whether all school pupils should be tested 
for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30633  
 

John Swinney: Scotland already has an excellent programme of community 
surveillance, which allows us to monitor actively trends in the pandemic, both 
nationally and more locally. On 16 July I confirmed we will be undertaking specific 
surveillance in respect of schools and children/young people as part of my statement 
at the First Minister's Press Briefing. This will draw on Covid related information from 
a range of sources and will cover all school ages and the ELC phase. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
contingency plans are in place in the event that schools cannot fully reopen as 
planned on 11 August 2020. 
 

S5W-30639  
 

John Swinney: We are working with partners towards full reopening of schools at 
the start of term in August and a final decision will be regarding this will be taken by 
Cabinet on 29 July and set out to Parliament on 30 July. However, the plans for 
blended learning remain an essential contingency which could be applied at local, 
regional or national level in future if needed. Education Scotland is also expanding its 
close working with e-Sgoil to ensure the availability of online lessons that will help 
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support and augment the work of classroom teachers when schools re-open. E- 
Sgoil will train additional teachers to provide online lessons, across a range of 
subjects, which learners in the senior phase all across Scotland can access via 
Glow. Partners are now working together so that they are designed, in English and 
Gaelic medium, to complement what is being delivered in local schools. 
Clear information on contingencies and outbreak management procedures are set 
out in the guidance for schools and local authorities, which will be published on 30 
July. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will publish the scientific evidence that informed its decision to fully reopen schools 
on 11 August 2020. 
 

S5W-30640  
 

John Swinney: We have set out clear, robust criteria for the return of schools full-
time in August including our commitment to publishing the scientific evidence and 
public health advice that underpins our planning. An initial summary of key scientific 
and public health advice published on 26 May 2020.  
 
The COVID-19 Advisory Sub-group on Education and Children’s Issues advice on 
physical distancing and safe school transport was published on 16 July: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-
education-and-childrens-issues/ 
 
A final decision regarding whether we are in a position to reopen schools full-time 
and for all pupils will be taken by Cabinet on 29 July and set out to Parliament on 30 
July. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
guidance will be in place for (a) local authorities and (b) schools after 11 August 
2020 in the event of potential future local and/or national lockdowns. 
 

S5W-30641  
 

John Swinney: In reopening Scotland’s schools, our overriding priority is ensuring 
the safety and wellbeing of our pupils and staff. A final decision regarding whether 
we are in a position to reopen schools full-time and for all pupils will be taken by 
Cabinet on 29 July and set out to Parliament next Thursday. 
Following scientific advice, clear guidance for schools and local authorities, including 
local outbreak management protocols, is being developed in partnership with the 
COVID-19 Education Recovery Group (CERG) and will be available no later than 30 
July. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has taken in response to its COVID-19 Advisory Group 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advisory-sub-group-on-education-and-childrens-issues/
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stating that young people are the group that "will be most impacted by long term non-
covid impacts". 
 

S5W-30699  
 

John Swinney: We know that there are likely to be a range of non-COVID impacts 
of the pandemic on our young people, including on their mental health and wellbeing, 
learning, employment prospects and increased levels of poverty. As we begin to 
understand the issues in more detail, we will use that understanding to continue to 
develop tailored policy responses for young people, building on existing good work. 
Some of that crucial work has started already. For example, the Scottish 
Government has announced an additional £100 million to support employment with 
at least half of that being used to support young people into work. We have 
announced £50 million for around 850 extra teachers and 200 additional support 
staff and are working hard to support the return of our children and young people to 
school. We have also allocated £2 million of new funding to Local Authorities to 
support community mental health and wellbeing services for 5 to 25 year olds and 
their families and carers. And we have invested an additional £3 million to support 
the delivery of youth work services and £5 million in a digital support fund for 
vulnerable young people. The establishment of the Promise Team to deliver the 
findings of the Care Review comes with £4 million to support children and families 
and help them stay together. Our Tackling Child Poverty Delivery Plan, is also 
backed by a £50 million fund, and sets out the actions we are taking to help reduce 
child poverty and help children and young people avoid becoming parents in poverty 
by 2030. 
 
Underpinning all this action, Scottish Government teams will continue to work with 
partners and stakeholders to understand the impact of COVID-19 on children and 
young people as the pandemic unfolds. A COVID-19 Children and Families 
Collective Leadership Group has been established; in collaboration with the wider 
public sector, local partnerships and the third sector. This Group is gathering 
information about the adversities and challenges children and young people are 
facing to progress local and national actions in response. Current key work-streams 
involve actions around child protection, disabled children and young people, 
domestic abuse, family support, and kinship families. Learning from the lived 
experience of young people and their families and listening to their voices is central 
to this work. 
 
The Scottish Government is also embedding children and young people’s rights into 
our response to COVID-19. We will introduce legislation later this year to incorporate 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Bill will aim to ensure that there is 
a proactive culture of everyday accountability for children and young people’s rights 
across public services in Scotland. This will mean that children, young people and 
their families will experience public bodies consistently acting to uphold their rights. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29856 by John 
Swinney on 24 June 2020, what monitoring (a) is and (b) will be taking place of 
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efforts to reintegrate children with complex additional support needs into the school 
environment. 
 

S5W-30704  
 

John Swinney: I recognise that children and young people with additional support 
needs, including those with complex needs, will require support to return to school. 
Schools and local authorities are best placed to identify how to meet the individual 
needs of their pupils and have been working hard to develop plans to do so for the 
reopening of schools. 
 
In June, we published continuity in learning guidance, which sets out what education 
authorities and schools should consider for pupils with additional support needs, 
including those with complex support needs. This focuses on reviewing 
individualised plans in discussion with parents, carers, children and young people, 
with support from partner services. It also recognises that some children and young 
people will have new needs as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
As the guidance outlines, individual provisions and interventions will require constant 
review to ensure they continue to meet children and young peoples’ learning and 
wellbeing needs as schools reopen. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29854 by John 
Swinney on 24 June 2020, what efforts it has made to (a) monitor and (b) 
disseminate best practice from local areas in delivering specialist practical support 
during the COVID-19 pandemic for children with the highest, most complex needs. 
 

S5W-30705  
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has been working with partners to publish 
expert advice and good practice in supporting children and young peoples’ learning 
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. My answer of 24 June outlined the ways in which 
this information has been made available. 
Schools and local authorities are best placed to identify how to meet the individual 
needs of their pupils and have been working hard to develop plans to do so for the 
reopening of schools. 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether university student accommodation providers charging tenants 
for storing belongings that they cannot retrieve is in line with COVD-19 regulations. 
 

S5W-30696  
 

Richard Lochhead: The Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 2020 introduced notice 
to leave periods for students residing in halls of residence and Purpose Built Student 
Accommodation (PBSA). The Act does not make provision relating to charges by 
accommodation providers for the storage of belongings. 
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The Scottish Government, working in close consultation with stakeholders, has 
published guidance which seeks to provide reassurance and address the main 
questions and concerns from student renters and accommodation providers during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This guidance can be found on the Student Information 
Scotland website. 
 
Storage arrangements are a matter for individual providers and we encourage 
students and providers to work together to find an appropriate solution where 
students are unable to retrieve their belongings, including if a student is unable to 
move out of their accommodation or collect their possessions, either because they 
are self-isolating or are otherwise unable to travel, accommodation providers should 
store their items for collection at a future date. In my communications with 
accommodation providers, I have urged them to be sympathetic to the needs of 
students and to do all that they can to ensure that students are not disadvantaged. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been on household recycling rates across the country. 
 

S5W-30647  
 

Roseanna Cunningham: It is too early to determine the full impact that the COVID-
19 crisis has had on household recycling rates. We are however, extremely grateful 
to those who have worked hard in difficult circumstances to keep essential waste 
service going in communities across Scotland. 
 
The most recent statistics are from 2018 and are available from: 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-
reporting/household-waste-data/ 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been on recycling rates for glass across the country. 
 

S5W-30648  
 

Roseanna Cunningham: The tonnage of glass waste from households is included 
in the household waste statistics, and glass waste from all sources, including 
household waste, is reported in the statistics on waste from all sources. While it is 
too early to determine the full impact that the COVID-19 crisis has had on recycling 
rates for glass, we are extremely grateful to those who continue to work hard in 
difficult circumstances to keep essential waste service going in communities across 
Scotland. 
 
The most recent waste from all sources statistics are available from:  

https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/household-waste-data/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/household-waste-data/
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https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/waste-
data-for-scotland/. 
 
The most recent household waste statistics are available from: 
 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-
reporting/household-waste-data/. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been on the levels of litter on streets across the country. 

 
S5W-30649  

 
Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government-led Waste and Resources 
Sector Forum, which includes local authority representatives, monitors the ongoing 
impact of Covid-19 on the delivery of waste services across Scotland. The Forum 
has indicated that levels of litter have increased as lockdown has eased, raising 
significant concerns about its visible impact on our open spaces, including parks, 
countryside and beaches. 
 
In response, we have partnered with Zero Waste Scotland and Keep Scotland 
Beautiful to develop a national anti-littering campaign for digital and social media 
which launched on 15 July. This builds on an existing national waste management 
marketing campaign and web resource that sets out how the public can manage 
waste responsibility during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what advice it is giving to business regarding the use of 
reusable cups and containers as more re-open following the easing of the lockdown. 
 

S5W-30654  
 

Roseanna Cunningham: We remain committed to long-term initiatives to tackle our 
throw-away culture and encourage a circular economy, including promoting reusable 
food and beverage containers. However we recognise that there has been an impact 
from COVID-19 on behaviours, attitudes and business models. 
 
All food businesses should already be implementing effective food safety 
management, including hand hygiene and cleaning and disinfection practices 
needed to control the risk of any microbiological cross contamination. Food Standard 
Scotland’s guidance highlights the importance of these measures in preventing the 
spread of COVID-19 through contact surfaces, which would include re-usable items. 
We would also refer Scottish businesses to the UK hospitality Covid -19 guidance 
which states that where staff come into contact with items used by customers they 
need to wash their hands before moving on to another task. 
 
 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/waste-data-for-scotland/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/waste-data-for-scotland/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/household-waste-data/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/household-waste-data/
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on offering support for businesses that are 
trading in a shared space in which the premises remains under construction and has 
not been issued with a rateable value. 
 

S5W-30538  
 

Kate Forbes: The Small Business Grants, including those for businesses occupying 
premises for which the landlord is the ratepayer, closed to new applications on 10 
July. Whilst the eligibility criteria in such cases required the applicant to have a lease 
confirming that their landlord is the ratepayer, local authorities have discretion to 
award a grant where the occupied premises is not on the non-domestic rates 
valuation roll, provided they are satisfied of the validity of the application and that 
other eligibility criteria are met. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what emotional and wellbeing support is being offered to family carers who have had 
additional caring responsibilities and no respite opportunities throughout lockdown. 
 

S5W-30473  
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government understands that many carers are under 
additional pressure at present. Together with COSLA, I wrote to local authorities and 
Integration Joint Boards in April encouraging them to prioritise additional carer 
support in their local plans for responding to the pandemic. This is on top of the extra 
£11.6 million for carer support in the 2020-21 budget. 
 
We are working alongside key organisations to ensure carers have the advice they 
need to help protect themselves and their loved ones during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
We established a £500,000 fund to help local carer services adapt to providing 
advice and emotional support remotely. 
 
We made changes to our £3 million Short Breaks Fund eligibility criteria so that more 
carers can access breaks that are suitable at this time. We have provided an extra 
£178,750 to Family Fund’s Take a Break Scotland fund to support parent carers of 
disabled children and young people. This will allow grants to be provided to an 
additional 650 families this year to take a break. 
 
We recently announced additional funding to support young carers. This includes 
£200,000 to Young Scot’s young carer package to provide vouchers for retailers and 
subscription packages and £100,000 for the Time to Live fund, for local carer 
services to provide small grants to young carers. 
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We were pleased to work with the national carer organisations to develop the 
National Wellbeing Hub (www.promis.scot) which was launched in May. The Hub 
provides information and support on health and wellbeing for all those who work in 
health and social care, and unpaid carers. 
 
We have provided an additional £3.8 million to begin to increase the capacity of NHS 
24’s telephone and online services, including making the NHS 24 Mental Health Hub 
available 24/7 and expanding the Breathing Space helpline and web support service. 
A webpage has been published on the Scottish Government website which provides 
specific information for unpaid carers during the COVID-19 outbreak:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers/. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people who are unable to wear face coverings for 
health reasons will require proof of these reasons when (a) using public transport 
and (b) shopping or working in a shop. 
 

S5W-30461  
Jeane Freeman: People who are exempt from wearing a face covering are not 
required to carry proof on either public transport or when shopping or working in a 
retail setting. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it is aware of research studies that suggest an 
upsurge in post-viral fatigue syndrome and, potentially, myalgic encephalomyelitis 
(ME), following the COVID-19 pandemic, and what its response is to this. 
 

S5W-30516  
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-28900 on 15 
May 2020 and also S5W-29660 on 10 July 2020. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility 
for which can be found at  
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether Scotland-specific COVID-19 statistics are being provided to the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. 
 

S5W-30506  
 

Jeane Freeman: Health Protection Scotland provide weekly data to ECDC on the 
number confirmed cases and COVID-19 confirmed deaths. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it would commit to including more detailed guidance for blood cancers as 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-unpaid-carers/
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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shielding is lifted, so that people with blood cancer who are at lower risk of serious 
illness can be safely excluded from future shielding and that those at highest risk 
receive clear information and support to help guide their choices about how to avoid 
infection. 
 

S5W-30517  
 

Jeane Freeman: The development of condition specific guidance for each of the 
shielding categories is one of the tools which has been created to allow people to 
understand their individual risk and provide guidance which will support them to 
transition out of shielding. 
 
On Thursday 9 July we published the first version of tailored guidance for each of the 
shielding groups. This tailored guidance follows a similar format to the guidance 
developed for the non-shielding at risk groups. The guidance provides information 
on: 
•why their condition puts them at higher risk from Covid-19; 
•where to find support, including sign posting to relevant third sector organisations; 
and 
•the current shielding advice. 
 
The guidance also has a number of FAQs which provides information on how to say 
safe in different situations. These cover the activities which users advised they were 
looking for most in the recent PHS survey: 
•going out for exercise 
•visiting friends and family 
•attending healthcare appointments 
•resuming treatment 
•going to public spaces 
 
Advice on returning to work and education is also being developed and will be 
published before the end of the month. 
 
The guidance has been shared through our third sector and clinical networks. 
The guidance will be regularly updated as our advice changes and user research 
gives us patient feedback and insights into usage. We will continue to work with our 
third sector and clinical networks to improve the usefulness of the guidance and 
ensure that it is accessible to those shielding. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the infection rate at which people might be asked to shield 
again, and, if so, whether the information would be provided at a regional or local 
level. 
 

S5W-30518  
 

Jeane Freeman: In making any future decisions Scottish ministers will be informed 
by evidence and advice. Our clinical leads advisory group continue to review 
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prevalence and other data with the Chief Medical Officer who will continue to discuss 
with his counterparts in the other nations of the UK. 
As we have done for our approach to easing restrictions we will be transparent about 
any future decisions and the basis on which we have reached them. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will commit to ensuring that everyone who is newly diagnosed with blood 
cancer continues to be added to the shielding list after 31 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30519  
 

Jeane Freeman: While we are moving towards a pause to the advice to stringently 
shield for the people at the highest risk of severe illness should they contract COVID-
19, we will continue to maintain the shielding list. Clinicians will continue to add 
people appropriately based on the current clinically agreed criteria. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it is taking to protect people with blood cancer, in 
light of reports that they are up to 3.5 times more likely to die in hospital from 
COVID-19 than the rest of the population. 
 

S5W-30536  
 

Jeane Freeman: Blood cancer patients cover a wide spectrum of risk, some are on 
monitoring only with minimal additional risk, to those where there is clear evidence 
that developing COVID-19 can have very severe consequences. 
 
Those who are clinically extremely vulnerable, including some people with cancers of 
the blood or bone marrow such as leukaemia, lymphoma or myeloma have been 
written to by the Chief Medical Officer and recommended that they follow shielding 
measures. We have worked with local authorities and key partners to provide a 
comprehensive package of support to enable people to shield, which includes an 
SMS system and local phone lines to access free deliveries of food and household 
items, delivered to people’s doorstep, as well as priority delivery slots from 
supermarkets and delivery of prescriptions. 
 
Not everyone living with blood cancer is required to shield. Some of those living with 
blood cancer who aren’t required to shield are still at an increased risk from severe 
illness from COVID-19 and should be particularly stringent in following physical 
distancing measures along with hand washing and cough hygiene. 
 
The Scottish Government has worked closely with specialist advisory groups to 
develop specific guidance around cancer during the pandemic. The guidance is 
available here: https://www.gov.scot/groups/national-covid-19-cancer-treatment-
response-group/. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/national-covid-19-cancer-treatment-response-group/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/national-covid-19-cancer-treatment-response-group/
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We have also produced condition specific guidance, including for cancer, available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-
who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/. 
 
Guidance is regularly reviewed as evidence changes and our user research gives us 
patient feedback and insights into usage. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that people who are on its 
COVID-19 shielded patients list receive clear, consistent and timely communications. 
 

S5W-30537  
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is taking a number of actions to 
communicate clearly and regularly with those who have been asked to shield. A 
variety of methods are used to inform the shielded group of any significant changes 
to policy that will affect them. This includes; letters, online guidance, social media 
posts and messages sent through the SMS Shielding Service. Where possible, we 
provide information before changes are due to come into effect so that those 
shielding have time to prepare and adapt and published a shielding route map on 9 
July that detailed all the changes we are expecting to make throughout July. A 
dedicated correspondence team is also in place to respond to any shielding-related 
enquiries from members of the public as well as MSPs or MPs. 
 
We have also worked closely with key stakeholders to develop guidance that 
provides all local authorities (LAs) and third sector partners with the most up-to-date 
information which they can use to advise shielding citizens with accurate services 
and information. Similarly, every grocery package/box delivered to the shielded 
group includes a letter containing advice on relevant issues such as how to contact 
their local authority for further support with groceries, how to stop or re-start the 
boxes and how to sign-up for priority supermarket online delivery slots. The SMS 
Shielding Service is also used to communicate with people receiving weekly 
groceries: most recently to let them know that the service will stop on 31 July 2020 if 
shielding is paused, as expected, from 1 August. 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when grassroots and amateur football teams will be permitted 
to resume training. 
 

S5W-30539  
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government and sportscotland are committed to 
working with stakeholders, including the Scottish FA, to undertake the necessary 
planning and risk assessments so full contact football training can resume in a 
healthy and safe way and in line with current guidance and best practice. 
Since 13 July 2020, children and young people have been able to play outdoor sport 
in an organised setting, where there is sport specific guidance in place from the 
relevant governing body. The Scottish FA has agreed guidance with sportscotland, 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-tailored-advice-for-those-who-live-with-specific-medical-conditions/
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including information on strict hygiene measures and the ability to contact trace 
participants as required by sportscotland’s overarching guidance. 
Non-professional adult outdoor contact sport is expected to resume in Phase 3 of the 
route map, but not before 31 July 2020 at the earliest and only when it is safe to do 
so. We envisage guidance will be provided at that point to enable people to play 
safely. 
 
Teams can undertake limited training providing they follow the restrictions in place 
for the general population. Following the First Minister’s statement on 9 July 2020, a 
group of up to 15 people from five different households can meet up outside to take 
part in physically distanced activity. This would mean that they can now meet up in 
small groups but should maintain two metres apart at all times. 
 
The Scottish FA has also launched a 'Return to Football Hub' which provides 
resources for all its National Affiliated Associations’ leagues, clubs and facilities to 
use to return to football safely in accordance with the Scottish FA and Scottish 
Government regulations. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many nurses working in the NHS are employed by agencies; how many of these 
have been tested for COVID-19, and how regularly these tests are carried out. 
 

S5W-30551  
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold information centrally on 
the number of nurses working in the NHS who are employed by agencies. 
I announced on 23 June that health care workers will now be routinely tested where 
the evidence tells us that it is appropriate to do so. All health care workers connected 
to a nosocomial outbreak (ie, outbreaks originating in a hospital) will be tested 
regardless of whether or not they have symptoms. We will also test, on a weekly 
basis, all staff working in specialist cancer units, in long-term care of the elderly, and 
in long-stay mental health wards. Boards were asked to start this additional testing 
by 8 July. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to establish a COVID-19 recovery service within the 
NHS for people with long-term health effects caused by the virus. 
 

S5W-30555  
 

Joe FitzPatrick: We are working on the development of a Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Framework, which will align with Scotland’s Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-
design: The Framework for NHS Scotland’. It broadens the traditional understanding 
of “rehabilitation” to encompass a wider range of conditions and behaviours, that will 
support people to recover from the current pandemic and build resilience in the 
population against future pandemics. This draft Framework will put in place clear 
principles, priorities and objectives to support planning to meet increasing demand 
and to provide high quality person-centred rehabilitation in different settings, 
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including prioritising the development of digital and online resources. We expect this 
to be published in August 2020. Nationally, the Scottish Government and local 
providers have taken action to: 
 
• ensure the workforce is able to maintain virtual communications to work 
seamlessly in their peer teams, with the ability to share files in a safe and secure 
way 
• provide a platform that clinicians can use to deliver services remotely and 
directly either with individual patients or in small groups. This has been facilitated by 
the rapid roll out of NHS Near Me (Attend Anywhere) 
• increase the social media presence of Allied Healthcare Professionals to 
share learning, good practice and solutions 
• We therefore recognise that people affected by coronavirus (COVID-19) can 
benefit from providing care and support in different ways including online 
rehabilitation services. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport has had 
with NHS boards, care providers and trade unions regarding the quality of PPE 
distributed to workers in health and social care settings regarding the COVID-19 
pandemic response. 
 

S5W-30561  
 

Jeane Freeman: I have met with interested parties on matters relating to the 
provision of PPE throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. These include meetings with 
unions, and where appropriate health boards and care sector representatives. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it has taken to ensure that there is an adequate supply of 
PPE for health, social care and other key workers to prepare for any further COVID-
19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-30562  
 

Jeane Freeman: Procurement provisions are in place to ensure there is sufficient 
PPE for the current outbreak of Covid-19, including for the possibility of a second 
wave. Scotland has maintained and built up stocks of PPE via procurement on the 
international markets, as well as developing a sustainable domestic supply of PPE 
where possible from Scottish suppliers. We continue to work with partners within 
Scotland, across the 4 UK nations and globally to ensure continuity of supply and 
distribution. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether non-medical hospital staff, including porters, cleaners and receptionists, are 
included in the regular COVID-19 testing of NHS workers. 
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S5W-30578  
 

Jeane Freeman: On 23 June, the Health Secretary announced that we are 
broadening testing of health care workers and now, all staff connected to a 
nosocomial outbreak will be tested regardless of if they have symptoms. 
In addition, from 08 July, we will also test, on a weekly basis, staff working in 
specialist cancer units, in long term care of the elderly and in long stay mental health 
wards who are patient facing. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether non-nursing care home staff, including cooks, cleaners and receptionists, 
are included in the regular COVID-19 testing of social care workers. 
 

S5W-30579  
 

Jeane Freeman: As announced by the Cabinet Secretary on 18th May, from 25th 
May all care home staff, including non-nursing staff, have been offered weekly 
testing regardless of whether the care home in which they work has a COVID-19 
case. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many treatment courses of Remdesivir are in stock 
and, in light of reports that the United States has bought all remaining stock for the 
next three months, what its position is on where there is a sufficient supply for the 
treatment of COVID-19 across all NHS board areas in the short- to medium-term. 
 

S5W-30583  
 

Jeane Freeman: The supply of medicines is reserved to the UK Government, and is 
the responsibility of the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC). 
The DHSC has advised Scottish Government officials that is confident there is 
sufficient supply of remdesivir in the NHS to support current demand. 
The Scottish Government will continue to take every available option to ensure that 
patients in Scotland can access the medicines they need. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on giving relatives and friends of care home 
residents the equivalent of key worker status and access to COVID-19 testing to 
enable them to actively contribute to residents' care and support, in light of the 
reported concerns by charities of a "hidden catastrophe" in care homes in relation to 
mental and physical health. 
 

S5W-30642  
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government recognises how hard it has been for care 
home residents and their friends and relatives not to have regular face to face 
contact during the pandemic. The decision to restrict visitors was not taken lightly 
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and was informed by scientific advice in order to protect those living and working in 
care homes from the risk of infection. People are able to visit loved ones in their final 
days and in other exceptional circumstances.  
 
On the 25th June, the Scottish Government announced a plan and guidance 
outlining a staged approach to the safe introduction of visiting in care homes during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. The new Guidance, sets out a 4 stage pathway that care 
homes can progress through; with each of stage allowing further visiting options for 
family and friends. The guidance states that essential visitors should continue to be 
supported throughout the pathway. The guidance can be accessed here:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-
guidance/. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that appropriate data is available 
quickly in order to target local COVID-19 spikes. 
 

S5W-30698  
 

Jeane Freeman: As Scotland transitions to the next phase of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we are implementing a responsive system of community surveillance for 
COVID-19 direct and indirect impacts at national, regional and local level. This will 
help to minimise the spread of COVID-19 in Scotland by quickly identifying COVID 
resurgence, clusters, and outbreaks, and in doing so helping to protect our 
vulnerable populations and limiting the pressure on our key public and health 
services. 
 
Through real time data streams and wide ranging analysis we will be informed by the 
nature and location of cases and this will support effective response and robust, 
agile and proportionate decision making. 
 
Public Health Scotland (PHS) and the Scottish Government are using the following 
means to identify outbreaks: 
• Electronic Communication of Surveillance in Scotland (ECOSS) – Through 
this system Public Health Scotland has access to all testing data; this is analysed on 
a daily basis and is used to identify cases and outbreaks and is made available to 
territorial health boards to support their analysis.  
• HPZone – The data from ECOSS can be combined with data submitted from 
health board through the HPZone incident management system to build a more 
detailed picture of any outbreak.  
• Early Warning Dashboard - The testing data from ECOSS has also recently 
been combined in a dashboard with NHS 24 respiratory symptom data indicating 
‘possible’ COVID cases to deliver an early warning dashboard that is available to 
national and local decision makers. It is planned to continue to develop the sensitivity 
of this early warning capability.  
• Test and Protect - The testing data is used to inform the contact tracing 
element of Test and Protect. The recent deployment of a sophisticated Case 
Management System to support both national and local level contact tracing team 
has increased the depth of data available to aid in identifying and managing 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
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outbreaks. PHS is continuing to work with local and national teams to further 
enhance the capabilities within the Case Management System.  
• Molecular Data - PHS also has access to genomic data to aid in the molecular 
analysis of cases to identify and confirm linkage between individual cases within an 
outbreak.  
• Local Knowledge - Through a variety of networks at both Health Board and 
Local Authority level, local Health Protection teams obtain additional information 
which supplement the data obtained through other systems as above. 
To ensure the public are kept informed of the national and where possible the local 
position, Public Health Scotland provides daily COVID-19 data updates to the 
Scottish Government to support the daily briefing process and this is used to update 
the Scottish Government website. PHS already provides a public facing dashboard 
view of total cumulative cases, but is also working on a public facing dashboard that 
will inform the public of local authority areas where there may be an outbreak or 
‘spike’ of COVID-19 cases. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has advised GPs not to issue letters to people who are exempt from the 
requirement to wear face masks in shops, public transport and spaces were social 
distancing is impossible as proof of their exemption and, if so, for what reason. 
 

S5W-30774  
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has written to all GPs in Scotland to 
advise them that they are not required to issue people who are exempt from the 
requirement to wear face coverings in shops, public transport and spaces where 
physical distancing is impossible with proof of their exemption. Proof of exemption 
does not need to be provided when in these settings. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether COVID-19 has had an impact on the development of 
the new Edinburgh Cancer Centre. 
 

S5W-30775  
 

Jeane Freeman: The development timetable for the new Edinburgh Cancer Centre 
has not been impacted by the COVID 19 pandemic. We are in regular contact with 
the centre project team, with officials meeting them on 22 July 2020. 
The Initial Agreement for the Re-Provision of the Edinburgh Cancer Centre is 
currently going through the NHS Lothian governance process. They intend to submit 
the Initial Agreement to the Scottish Government Capital Investment Group in 
October 2020. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to tackle fraud arising from 
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COVID-19, in light of Audit Scotland stating that the risk of fraud has increased 
during the pandemic. 
 

S5W-30686  
 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government is working with partners on the Serious 
Organised Crime Taskforce to reduce opportunities for criminals to exploit 
individuals’ concerns generated by the COVID-19 crisis and have been raising 
awareness of the potential risks. 
 
The effort to raise awareness among the public is being delivered through various 
means such as Police Scotland’s ‘Shut out Scammers’ campaign and the opportunity 
for the public to subscribe to Trading Standards Scotland’s Scam Share e-Bulletin. 
The Scottish Government Cyber Resilience Unit is working with partners including 
the UK Government, National Cyber Security Centre, Scottish Business Resilience 
Centre, Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations and Police Scotland to support 
a regular bulletin which provides a collated source of trusted actionable cyber threat 
and scams advice that businesses, charities and umbrella organisations can amplify 
in their messaging to their staff and the wider public. 
 
The Scottish Government has provided guidance to Scottish local authorities and 
other public sector organisations giving grants to mitigate the effects of Covid 19 
requiring them to ensure that procedures for administering the grants are robust and 
include due diligence to mitigate fraud. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on when it will publish 
updated guidance for wedding ceremonies and receptions in phase 4 of the route 
map out of lockdown. 
 

S5W-30726  
 

Ash Denham: On 15 July 2020, the Scottish Government published guidance on 
small wedding ceremonies and civil partnership registrations during Phase 3. This 
followed an announcement by the First Minister that, as from that date, only up to 20 
people should attend a marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration, wherever 
it is taking place, subject to physical distancing requirements. She also committed to 
a review of this limit again at the end of July. 
 
We will continue to consider how to permit all marriage ceremonies and civil 
partnership registrations to take place, with improved hygiene and other precautions, 
during Phase 4 of our route map, taking account of medical and scientific advice. 
Our published guidance in this area will also be kept under review and updated as 
necessary. 
 
Receptions and other celebrations related to a marriage or civil partnership must 
comply with the continuing restrictions on public gatherings. During Phase 4 we 
anticipate that further relaxations on gatherings of family and friends will be possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on introducing a Renewable Transition Training 
Fund, as recommended by Scottish Renewables, as a means to support a green 
economic recovery to the COVID-19 crisis and enable workers to "acquire 
sustainable, exportable skills and join the renewable energy industry". 
 

S5W-30359  
 

Paul Wheelhouse: On 16th July 2020, the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair 
Work and Culture announced a package of £100m to support in 2020-21 to help 
ensure that people who have lost jobs, those at risk of unemployment and young 
people entering the labour market can benefit from more and better job 
opportunities. As part of this, she committed to bring forward proposals for a new 
retraining offer focused on helping those in sectors where there is the greatest risk of 
job losses. This new offer will help people gain the skills they need to move into new 
jobs in key growth sectors. More details of this will be made available in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Furthermore we have invested £62 million in the Energy Transition Fund to help the 
energy sector recover from the economic impact of coronavirus, and create and 
support jobs associated with the transition to renewables, hydrogen and CCUS and 
to support the development of the Energy Transition Zone at the new Aberdeen 
South Harbour. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with operators to ensure 
that ferry services during the COVID-19 outbreak are “island-proofed” and take 
account of island residents’ requirements regarding traveling for work, health, 
education and other urgent matters, including by offering them priority access to 
booking tickets. 
 

S5W-30399  
 

Paul Wheelhouse: Transport Scotland officials on behalf of Scottish Ministers have 
engaged with ferry operators and key stakeholders as we consider the options for 
ferry services through the different phases of the Scottish Government’s Route Map 
and the Transport Transition Plan. 
 
There has been extensive engagement with ferry committees, external transport 
forums and individual communities and businesses to ensure their needs are 
understood in planning as we emerge from lockdown. 
 
Access to our islands for island residents and key workers, such as NHS staff, is 
essential and we have worked with operators to put measures in place to support 
this where possible, including increased timetables and booking windows. Operators 
will reserve a percentage of bookings to manage demand for islanders, key workers 
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and urgent travel needs and a small supply of tickets are retained for sale on a ‘show 
up and go’ basis, again with a view to being of particular benefit to islanders. 
 
In alignment with enhanced timetable changes from 1 July 2020, CalMac engaged 
with the Maritime & Coastguard Agency to secure permission for passengers to 
remain in cars on shorter routes with open deck ferries, increasing the number of 
passengers that can be carried. CalMac also introduced outside-only tickets on three 
of our busiest routes, Ardrossan – Brodick, Oban – Craignure and Wemyss Bay – 
Rothesay to augment available passenger capacity in the context of physical 
distancing requirements on vessels servicing these routes, when weather conditions 
are suitable. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out of the economic impact 
on island communities of the reduction in ferry services and capacity during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-30400  
 

Paul Wheelhouse: Essential Lifeline Timetables were implemented on 27 March to 
reflect the Scottish Government guidance around essential travel and the resultant 
demand. Timetables have now been scaled up and alongside the move to 1 metre 
distancing there is a significant increase in ferry capacity.  
 
Demand has not exceeded capacity on ferry services during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
albeit there have been a number of individual peak time sailings where demand has 
exceeded available capacity, for example on routes to Cumbrae and the main 
Ardrossan to Brodick service to Arran. 
 
Transport Scotland continues to engage closely with ferry operators, Local 
Authorities and stakeholders to maximise available capacity. 
 
The economic impact of reduced travel will vary across islands and the Scottish 
Government is engaged with the island local authorities to assess the measures 
required for economic recovery from the downturn. Our Advisory Group on Economic 
Recovery has provided recommendations on restoring the economy to growth and a 
detailed response will be produced before the end of July. 
 
Transport Scotland is closely monitoring transport usage and capacity working with 
the ferry operators to balance the provision of safe services to best meet the needs 
of our island communities. The latest transport trends report can be found here: 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/covid-19-transport-trend-data-13-19-july-
2020/. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on what action it is 
taking to improve access to ferry services for island residents during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/covid-19-transport-trend-data-13-19-july-2020/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/covid-19-transport-trend-data-13-19-july-2020/
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S5W-30396  

 
Paul Wheelhouse: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what impact social distancing on ferry services during 
the COVID-19 outbreak has had on (a) capacity and (b) island residents’ ability to 
access and book services. 
 

S5W-30398  
 

Paul Wheelhouse: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what specific advice it has published regarding car 
sharing during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30580  
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government’s guidance on how to travel safely 
during COVID-19 was updated as the country entered Phase 3 of the routemap to 
include advice on car sharing and confirms:- 
“You should only travel with members of your own, or extended, household. We 
recognise that there may be occasions when there is no alternative but to travel with 
people out with your household. On such occasions, you should: 
 
• share the transport with the same people each time 
• keep to small groups of people at any one time 
• maintain good ventilation by keeping the car windows open if possible 
• ask everyone to wear face-coverings 
• clean your hands before and after your journey 
• if the vehicle is your responsibility, clean the door handles and other areas 
that people touch”. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29884 by Michael 
Matheson on 22 June 2020, whether it can provide any further clarity as to when 
driving tests can resume. 
 

S5W-30589  
 

Michael Matheson: The First Minister has indicated that an update on the 
timescales for the resumption of driving lessons would be made on 30 July. Until the 
resumption of driving lessons has been confirmed, there will be no resumption of car 
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driving tests in Scotland, except in the limited circumstances where they are 
available to critical workers. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
29884 by Michael Matheson on 22 June 2020, what guidance it has provided to 
driving test centres and driving instructors regarding the safety of learning to drive as 
the country enters a different phase of lockdown. 
 

S5W-30610  
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is developing guidance on the safe 
restart of driving lessons, which will be published as soon as practical. Driving tests 
are a reserved matter for the Driving and Vehicle Standards Agency. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what regular engagement it has with visually impaired people regarding 
transport initiatives, and whether this applied to the Spaces for People programme. 
 

S5W-30626  
 

Michael Matheson: Regular engagement with visually impaired people is 
undertaken through the Accessible Travel Policy Steering Group. The group meets 
quarterly, with representation from a range of disability groups including the RNIB 
and Guide Dogs UK, who ensure the needs of visually impaired people are 
considered. 
 
The Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS) provides additional advice 
to Ministers on the needs of disabled people in connection with transport. They hold 
meetings on a regular basis, including committee meetings and development days. 
To ensure Spaces for People infrastructure is accessible to blind and partially-
sighted people, support is provided to local authorities through our delivery partner 
Sustrans Scotland who are grant funded to administer the programme. If required by 
local authorities, they will facilitate specialist advice, such as from MACS, which has 
written a briefing note on Temporary Street Measures during the Coronavirus Crisis. 
This will help to ensure the mobility needs of disabled people are fully considered. 
RNIB shared their code of conduct with Transport Scotland in May, it has since been 
shared with Sustrans Scotland and MACS. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will ensure that the reported increased number of cyclists 
following the COVID-19 outbreak are kept safe; whether it plans to review the 
content, volume and format of its cycling safety information for (a) schoolchildren, (b) 
the general public and (c) motorists, and what progress it is making in segregating 
pedestrians from cyclists wherever possible, to reduce any potential conflict. 
 

S5W-30627  
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Michael Matheson: As rates of everyday cycling increased during lockdown, we 
recognised that emergency temporary infrastructure measures were required to help 
people to continue to cycle in increasing numbers, whilst enabling them to physically 
distance and keep safe from traffic. That is why I announced the Spaces for People 
programme on 28 April for temporary active travel measures. This programme is 
now closed. On 17 July I answered a parliamentary question detailing the successful 
bidders for the funding and the amounts allocated. 
 
To provide further support, the Scottish Government has published advice on safe 
walking and cycling during the pandemic, complementing similar guidance issued by 
our active travel delivery partners, Cycling Scotland, Cycling UK and Sustrans. 
As lockdown measures begin to ease, our focus will return to the £50 million Places 
for Everyone programme for the continued delivery of permanent, high quality 
walking, cycling and wheeling infrastructure, enabling more people to choose to walk 
and cycle for shorter everyday journeys or as part of a longer multi-modal journey 
with protected cycle lanes being a key feature of many schemes. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, as part of the easing of the lockdown restrictions, whether public 
information will be reviewed to ensure (a) that there is awareness and (b) the 
effectiveness of the Spaces for People programme. 
 

S5W-30629 
  

Michael Matheson: Public information on the Spaces for People programme is 
available on the Transport Scotland website as part of the Transport Transition Plan 
and on the Sustrans Scotland website. This information will continue to be reviewed 
as we progress through the phases of the Covid-19 Route Map in conjunction with 
key stakeholders. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for monitoring and reviewing public information 
available on individual schemes, as well as their effectiveness. Sustrans can provide 
support with this, and on a range of areas such as design, engagement, equality 
impact assessment, monitoring and evaluation. 
 
Transport Scotland will continue to monitor the overall Spaces for People 
programme together with Sustrans, COSLA and SCOTS to ensure that lessons are 
learned for future permanent infrastructure schemes. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 30 JULY 2020 
 
Ministerial Statements  
 
Answers to questions following on from the Ministerial Statements made to 
Parliament on 30 July can be found by clicking on the links below. 
 

• COVID-19 (Next Steps) 

• Internal Market  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12733&i=115120
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12733&i=115121
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Written questions lodged on 30 July 2020 
 
S5W-30993 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
updated COVID-19 guidance for makeup artists applies only to those working on 
their own premises, and when it expects to issue further guidance to those providing 
a mobile service.  
S5W-30994 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government whether the data 
received from the DWP to actively inform families that they might be eligible for 
the Best Start Foods and/or the Best Start Grant includes all families that have 
claimed universal credit since the COVID-19 lockdown began. 
S5W-31013 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to improve the patient experience and potential accuracy of COVID-19 tests 
conducted at self-testing stations. 
S5W-31014 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what formula it used to 
allocate the additional £22 million of COVID-19 funding for the Scottish Welfare 
Fund, and how much each local authority has been allocated. 
S5W-31015 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has 
given to adopting the Northern Ireland Executive's guidance for venues and couples 
organising marriages, civil partnerships or other celebratory events during the easing 
of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-31016 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with the wedding industry regarding the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown to 
avoid a wave of cancellations. 
S5W-31017 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
allowing more than 20 guests to attend a wedding should the venue permit safe 
distancing. 
S5W-31018 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
guidance regarding restarting day care services and support for older people who 
have been isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31019 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, what financial support it is providing for wedding venues 
and wider wedding industry.  
S5W-31022 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether consortia travel 
arrangements, which allow pupils to travel to other schools to sit senior phase 
qualifications, will be permitted in the 2020-21 term. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
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