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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 3 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 3 August can be found on page 4 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 3 August) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reasons schools and other local authority venues 
are not permitted to open in the evenings or on weekends for youth work or youth 
sports clubs, in light of a return to school in August 2020. 
 

S5W-30756  
 
John Swinney: The Covid-19 Education Recovery Group, which brings together 
councils, teachers’ representatives, parent bodies and trades unions, continue to 
meet to discuss the next steps as we plan for the safe re-opening of schools and on 
the 30th of July we published detailed guidance for the full time return to schools in 
August. 
 
The Scottish Government has published guidance for the community learning and 
development sector, developed in partnership with local authorities and youth work 
providers, setting out health and safety guidance to ensure a safe return to normal 
provision of youth work activity. Youth work activities can take many forms, for 
example outdoor youth work, which has, in line with the route map, been able to 
resume from 13 July.  
 
The decision to permit youth work activities to take place in local authority venues is 
a decision for local authorities, who will take into account their own health and safety 
needs and whether they can safely meet government guidelines and guidance on 
the resumption of educational activities. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it has taken to ensure that any COVID-19 
treatments that are developed from the £5 million that it has awarded to institutions 
for rapid research are openly licensed to ensure that they are affordable and 
accessible. 
 

S5W-30584  
 
Jeane Freeman: The licensing of medicines is reserved to the UK Government. 
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A small number of the 56 research projects funded through the Scottish 
Government’s Chief Scientist Office (CSO) rapid research in COVID-19 call are 
investigating potential treatments for COVID-19. These projects are examining either 
existing, or are an early stage exploration of new, therapy. If the results of these 
studies are promising, further research evaluations will be needed beyond the CSO 
funded projects before application in routine clinical practice could be considered. In 
line with CSO’s standard conditions of grant, responsibility for any exploitation of 
research results from these projects rests with the grant holding Institutions and 
these Institutions must inform CSO of any proposed discussion or negotiation on 
commercial exploitation of the results. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many telephone or video consultations have been carried out for 
outpatient clinic appointments since March 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-30305  
 
Jeane Freeman: The data is not currently available. Public Health Scotland have 
pre-announced that Acute Hospital Activity and SMR01 data to end March 2020, is 
scheduled for publication in September 2020 and that data for April to June 2020 is 
scheduled for publication in November 2020. 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/forthcoming-publications/ 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a breakdown of the (a) construction, (b) 
equipment and (c) monthly running costs of the NHS Louisa Jordan. 
 

S5W-30294  
 
Jeane Freeman: The estimated set up cost is £31 million and there will be additional 
costs for decommissioning, but there are not known yet and so the overall cost has 
not yet been finalised. The Scottish Government have committed to publish the 
breakdown on costs by the end of August 2020. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the current lease for the NHS Louisa Jordan expires, and what 
plans it has to extend it. 
 

S5W-30293  
 
Jeane Freeman: The current license is due to expire at the end of August. The 
discussion of licence renewal is underway but is commercially sensitive. 
 
The Louisa Jordan has conducted a successful pilot, which has seen 315 patients 
receive orthopaedic and plastic surgery outpatient consultations since the start of 
July. Following the successful three-week project by NHS Lanarkshire, plans are 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/forthcoming-publications/
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now in place to expand the services offered at the hospital and increase the number 
of patients it can receive daily from health boards across Scotland. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason it has not provided guidance and resources to local authorities to 
ensure that all care home staff are tested for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-29778  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 17 May, new arrangements to significantly strengthen oversight 
of Scotland’s care homes were published 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-oversight/ with 
clinical and care professionals at NHS boards and local authorities having a lead role 
in the oversight for care homes in their area. This highlighted the important role that 
Health and Social Care Partnerships within Local Authorities play in this response. 
This is alongside the introduction of new powers that ensure swift intervention if care 
home residents are being put at risk due to service failings. This work provides 
support to every single care home across the country and takes a responsive, as 
well as preventative approach. It builds on work already in place, including the formal 
direction for NHS Directors of Public Health to take enhanced and urgent clinical 
leadership for care homes. 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-care-home-oversight/
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Written questions lodged on 3 August 2020 

S5W-31043 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
the view expressed by the Chief Executive of Scottish Care during the BBC 
programme, Disclosure: The Care Home Scandal, that the initial Scottish 
Government advice to care homes that residents who were showing symptoms of 
COVID-19 should not normally be admitted to hospital was "unacceptable, inhumane 
and a derogation of the duty to protect life". 
S5W-31048 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether there are 
any restrictions currently preventing the removal of contraceptive implants and, if so, 
when these restrictions will be lifted. 
S5W-31049 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
travellers from Estonia must submit to two weeks quarantine on entry to Scotland, in 
light of COVID-19 infection rates in that country reportedly being lower than in 
Scotland. 
S5W-31050 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government who was the author of 
the policy to advise care homes that residents who were showing symptoms of 
COVID-19 should not normally be admitted to hospital. 
S5W-31051 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government who was the author of 
the policy guidance regarding patients being sent to care homes without being tested 
for COVID-19. 
S5W-31052 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what planning it has 
done to support businesses and employees to minimise any economic impact in the 
event of a second wave of COVID-19. 
S5W-31057 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
publication in The Lancet of research showing the benefit of the Cytosponge TFF3 
test in diagnosing Barrett’s oesophagus early and in savings on endoscopies, and in 
light of the reported backlog in endoscopies due to the COVID-19 pandemic, what 
steps it is taking to ensure the test's widespread and rapid introduction in hospitals 
and primary care. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31043
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31048
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31049
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31050
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31051
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31052
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31057
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

