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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 6 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 6 August can be found on page 16 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 6 August) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason it has permitted the opening of smaller pubs and non-
essential shops but not larger places of worship, which might be more easily adapted 
to social distancing measures. 
 

S5W-30593  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the daily COVID-19 testing capacity is of NHS Scotland labs, 
broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-30297 

Jeane Freeman: Testing capacity fluctuates on a daily basis, but as at 1 July, the 
testing capacity of NHS Scotland laboratories, broken down by NHS board, was as 
follows: 
 

 
Key: 
 
AA    Ayrshire and Arran 
BO    Borders 
DG    Dumfries and Galloway 
FF    Fife 
FV    Forth Valley 

Health 

Board 
AA BO DG FF FV GGC GJ GR HG LN LO OR SH TY WI UoE Moredun SNBTS UoA Total 

Weekday 

testing 

capacity 

236 107 258 100 470 2714 50  600 260  1112 1310 40  35  420  64 1000 588 288 1000 10,652 

Weeken

d testing 

capacity 

236  83 258  100  470 1425 50  600  232   642 1110  10 35  328  64 1000 588  288  1000 8,519  
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GGC   Greater Glasgow and Clyde 
GJ    Golden Jubilee National Hospital 
GR    Grampian 
HG    Highland 
LN    Lanarkshire 
LO    Lothian 
OR    Orkney 
SH    Shetland 
TY    Tayside 
WI    Western Isles 
Moredun - Moredun Research Institute 
UoE   University of Edinburgh 
SNBTS Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service 
UoA   University of Aberdeen 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason Scotland reportedly has the highest COVID-19 care 
home death rate, proportionately per population size, in the UK. 
 

S5W-29385  
 
Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland (NRS), Northern Ireland Statistics 
and Research Agency (NISRA) and Office for National Statistics (ONS) publish 
statistics on deaths where Covid-19 was mentioned on the death certificate 
(including suspected COVID-19 deaths). 
 
Due to differences in recording and diagnosis the most accurate figures to use to 
make comparisons in relation to the number and rate of deaths from Covid in any 
environment are those for all excess deaths over a particular period. Comparisons 
should also take account of differences in the demographics of care home residents 
across the UK. 
 
Excess deaths are the total number of deaths registered in a week in 2020 minus the 
average number of deaths registered in the same week over the period 2015 to 
2019. For all parts of the UK, figures are available for excess deaths from all causes, 
including Covid-19.  
 
During weeks 11-25 of 2020, excess deaths in care homes in England and Wales 
have been 83% above the five year average compared to 66% for Scotland. 
 
NRS statistics show Covid-19 deaths in care homes, year-to-date up to 21 June 
(week 25) as being 47% of Scotland’s deaths from Covid-19. NISRA statistics for this 
period also show 42% of deaths from Covid-19 in Northern Ireland as being in care 
homes. The percentage of Covid-19 related deaths occurring in care homes in 
Scotland is broadly in line with many other European countries. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the hospital occupancy rate has been in each week since the NHS 



3 

was placed on an emergency footing on 17 March 2020, broken down by (a) hospital 
and (b) NHS board, and what the rate was during the same period in 2019. 
 

S5W-30720  
 
Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland publish data on bed occupancy on a 
quarterly basis. They have pre-announced that Acute Hospital Activity and Beds data 
to end March 2020, is scheduled for publication in September 2020 and that 
quarterly data for April to June 2020 is scheduled for publication in November 2020. 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/forthcoming-publications/ 
 
Public Health Scotland also publish weekly data on hospital inpatient admissions as 
part of their weekly COVID-19 publication. This data shows that the number of 
hospital inpatient admissions dropped to its lowest level compared to the pre-COVID 
average during April and has steadily increased in recent weeks. The reduced 
number of admissions is likely to have had an impact on the overall occupancy 
during this period also. A link to this data is provided here: 
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/ 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29039 by Jeane Freeman on 2 July 2020, 
when it expects Public Health Scotland to publish this data. 
 

S5W-30702  
 
Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland advise that this data is not available 
retrospectively as requested. Public Health Scotland has started development work 
to link the delayed discharge and testing datasets, which will provide this information 
from March 2020 onwards, for the small cohort of patients who experience a delay. 
 
Public Health Scotland is also working towards improving data on the discharge 
destination of all future hospital discharges. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it plans to open public swimming pools as part of the 
relaxation of lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-30688  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The indicative date for the reopening of indoor sport and leisure 
facilities including swimming pools is 14 September. However, the Scottish 
Government will continue to review the situation to see if earlier reopening is 
possible, with the intention to provide a further update on 20 August. 
 
We have been working with the sector to develop robust guidance and protocols that 
will allow necessary preparation for reopening indoor facilities and swimming pools 
and provide confidence for the public and members and staff to return with physical 
distancing and enhanced hygiene measures. 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/forthcoming-publications/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reports that NHS England has been recording all deaths of 
someone who had COVID-19 regardless of when they first reported a positive case, 
unlike in Scotland where this is within 28 days, how many additional, if any, deaths 
would be recorded under that methodology. 
 

S5W-30918  
 
Jeane Freeman: In Scotland, COVID-19 confirmed deaths are based on individuals 
who have died within 28 days of their first laboratory confirmation of COVID-19 
infection. The selection of 28 days followed discussion with the other devolved 
administrations and is the same time period used by Wales and Northern Ireland. 
 
The Public Health England (PHE) approach of not having a time cut off increases the 
chances of including non-COVID-19 deaths. On 17 July, the UK Secretary of State 
for Health and Social Care asked PHE to urgently review the way their daily death 
statistics are currently reported. 
 
Public Health Scotland will prepare a comparable analysis to the PHE approach and 
will publish it in their weekly Covid-19 statistical publication when available. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what timescale it has set for launching an inquiry into its response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30915  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the Member to the answers to questions S5W-30520 on  
28 July 2020 and S5W-28801 on 18 May 2020. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with assistive technology 
equipment providers to ensure that disabled people and their families and carers are 
able to use technology to its full potential at home, particularly during the current 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-30846 

Jeane Freeman: Assistive technology support is largely provided by local 
authorities, housing providers and third sector organisations. The majority of the 
support provided is via telecare services which has been a well-established lifeline 
for disabled or elderly people for a long time. Local Authorities have trained teams 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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who support people to utilise technology at home, for example to use their red button 
service for specific help or other helpful technologies which can remind people to 
take important medicines or bring on the lights automatically when getting in and out 
of bed. Guidance on telecare was issued at the start of the pandemic for local 
authority providers and to ensure that suitable support was in place to continue to 
deliver a sustained service. Digital has played an important role in the response to 
Covid-19, for example through NHS Near Me video consulting which was designed 
with users to be intuitive and easy to use while also being accessible through 
technology that many people have in the palm of their hands. This way of developing 
and designing services has been important in supporting the scale of adoption that 
we have seen to date. 
 
Part 4 of the Health (Tobacco, Nicotine and Care) (Scotland) Act 2016] also places a 
duty on health boards to provide or secure the provision of communication 
equipment, and the support in using that equipment, to any person who has lost their 
voice or has difficulty speaking.  Scottish Government officials have been in contact 
with the NHS national service - Scottish Centre for Technology for Communication 
Impaired (SCTCI) - to hear how they are meeting the challenges faced during the 
pandemic. SCTCI (and other specialist services who hold the legislative duty) advise 
that services have continued to be available during this time, subject to necessary 
adaptations of processes and procedures to ensure compliance with all relevant 
Covid-19 guidance on infection prevention and control.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has to provide COVID-19 testing facilities in Dumbarton and 
Helensburgh; by what date these will be introduced, and what form they will take. 
 

S5W-30898  
 
Jeane Freeman: Mobile Testing Units have been made available in Helensburgh on 
27 & 28 July and Port Glasgow (5.5 miles away from Dumbarton) – 27 July to  
2 August. Alternatively, Home test kits are available through the UK Expanded 
Testing Programme and can be booked via the UK online digital portal, and are an 
option where people seeking a test are unable to attend a fixed drive-through centre 
or mobile testing unit. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when companies and third sector organisations that supply 
assistive technology equipment will be able to access care homes. 
 

S5W-30844  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is developing a plan for a staged 
approach to the return of services that contribute to the wellbeing of residents in care 
homes. The plan, which will be published in due course, is aimed at people, 
organisations and professionals including health and social care services visiting 
care homes to support people where it is clinically safe to do so. It is important that 
the resumption of services and suppliers operating within care homes is done 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/14/part/4/enacted
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incrementally in order to protect those living and working in care homes. The use of 
non-face to face methods such as telephone or near me consultation, which has 
been in operation throughout the COVID-19 pandemic for some services, will 
continue wherever possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional funding and support will be made available to help clear 
occupational therapy clinic backlogs as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including for the provision of assistive technology. 
 

S5W-30840  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is currently developing a framework on 
recovery and rehabilitation from Covid-19 aligned to Re-mobilise, Recover,  
Re-design: the framework for NHS Scotland which was published in May 2020. In 
line with our route map, we are looking for services to recommence in a safe and 
effective way. Exceptional efforts are being made by the Scottish Government Digital 
Directorate and NHS Education Scotland to provide all healthcare professionals, 
including Occupational therapists with equipment, education and training to facilitate 
patient/client engagement. This will mean that a blended model of service delivery 
will be required, utilising telephone, NHS Near Me video consultation and in person 
when required.  
 
There is significant work underway to confirm the scale of costs facing NHS Boards 
as a result of Covid-19 pressures. This includes the assessment of addressing 
backlogs across the NHS, including occupational therapy services. As part of this 
work, the Scottish Government will provide the necessary funding to support delivery 
of services and remobilisation, and will continue to ensure that patient safety remains 
the top priority. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to change the NHS National Services Scotland 
procurement process as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30839  
 
Jeane Freeman: The procurement process carried out by NHS National Services 
Scotland (NSS) has not changed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
Board has continued to evidence due diligence within its procurement procedures.  
 
The Scottish Government does not intend to change this process, which has proven 
itself to operate effectively. However officials are working closely with NSS to identify 
opportunities to further enhance national procurement for NHS Scotland. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will ensure that people diagnosed with blood cancer after 1 August 2020 will be 
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added to the shielding list, and under what circumstances shielding would be re-
introduced nationally or locally. 
 

S5W-30822  
 
Jeane Freeman: While we are moving towards a pause to the advice to shield for 
the people at the highest risk of severe illness should they contract COVID-19, we 
will continue to maintain the shielding list. Clinicians will continue to add people 
appropriately based on the current criteria. 
 
In making any future assessments about re-introducing shielding nationally or locally, 
Scottish Ministers will continue to take an evidence-based approach. We continue to 
engage with the UK Government and other devolved administrations to ensure that 
we learn from emerging evidence and the measures taken in other parts of Europe 
and around the world.  
 
As we have done for our approach to easing restrictions we will be transparent about 
any future decisions. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people were (a) added to and (b) removed from the shielding list in (a) April, 
(b) May and (c) June 2020, and, of these, how many have blood cancer. 
 

S5W-30821 

Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland adds or removes people from the shielding 
list on behalf of the NHS Boards.  
 
It is not possible for Public Health Scotland to specifically identify people with blood 
cancer who have been added or removed from the list. 
 
Number of individuals added or removed from the shielding list during April, May and 
June 2020 (as at 22nd July 2020) 
  

Month Addition Removal  

    

April 80,235 80  

May 15,693 3,976  

June 4,244 5,003  

    

Source: Public Health Scotland   

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many asymptomatic (a) NHS and (b) social care staff have been tested for COVID-
19 each day since the start of lockdown. 
 

S5W-30715  
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Jeane Freeman: All symptomatic health and social care workers, and symptomatic 
household members, are eligible for testing through local NHS facilities.  
 
As of 8 July 2020 there has been routine testing of NHS and social care staff working 
in; Specialist Cancer Wards and Treatment Areas, Long Stay Care of the Elderly and 
Long Stay Old Age Psychiatry and Learning Disability Wards. Scottish Government 
is working closely with Health Boards to develop management information on the 
testing of NHS staff.  
 
Scottish Government is working closely with Health Boards to develop management 
information on the testing of NHS staff.  
 
All social care staff employed in care homes will be routinely offered testing 
regardless of whether they are symptomatic 
 
In the latest available week 24 – 30 July 2020, over 36,000 care home staff were 
tested. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when it will publish guidance on the reopening of adult 
day services. 
 

S5W-30816  
 
Jeane Freeman: I and the Minister for Children and Young People wrote to Health 
and Social Care Partnerships, Chief Social Work Officers providers and others on  
3 August 2020 advising that this comprehensive guidance on adult day centre 
services will issue as soon as possible, expected late August. We also advised that 
in the interim, such services can reopen, subject to being adapted and risk assessed 
in line with certain existing guidance; and agreement to the approach by the local 
Health Protection teams and the Care Inspectorate. 
 
The letter is published on the Scottish Government website at: 
www.gov.scot/policies/social-care/latest 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will make the arrangements to provide PPE to care homes 
and other care providers through National Services Scotland permanent. 
 

S5W-30754  
 
Jeane Freeman: PPE from the national stock is currently being supplied free of 
charge to all social care providers as a ‘top up’ service through two routes. These 
are PPE Hubs in Health and Social Care Partnership areas and a triage helpline to 
provide supplies in emergency cases, or where the Hubs are unable to meet needs 
These routes are in place to support providers with their PPE needs if their business 
as usual supply routes fail. These arrangements were set up as temporary measures 
in the early stages of the pandemic to ensure social care providers could access the 

http://www.gov.scot/policies/social-care/latest
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PPE they required, in light of the immense pressure on global supply chains due to 
COVID-19. A longer term strategy is now being developed to ensure the social care 
sector continues to have access to safe, sustainable and affordable PPE supply 
routes. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people were living in care homes at the end of (a) 
February and (b) June 2020, and how many admissions to care homes there were 
during same period. 
 

S5W-30765  
 
Jeane Freeman: Information for the requested time periods is not held by the 
Scottish Government. The most recently available information on the number of 
residents and admissions to care homes in Scotland is published by Public Health 
Scotland; https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-
Care/Care-Homes/Census/ 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has established a national rapid reaction group for care 
homes; if so, who is on the group; who chairs it; who it reports to, and what decisions 
it has made to date. 
 

S5W-30752 

Jeane Freeman: 1. PURPOSE: 
 
The remit of the Care Home Rapid Action Group (CHRAG) is to bring together 
representatives from across the care home system to monitor data on developments 
in the sector, enabling a swift reaction to any developing issues.  
 
Specific objectives of the Group are to: 

• enhance existing collaborative working across industry leaders; 

• identify issues for urgent resolution; 

• request and analyse information and data on a range of metrics; and 

• identify issues for urgent resolution, making proposals to Scottish Government 
and the care sector leadership for other national level actions 
 

The Group will not give clinical advice or substitute for the decision making powers of 
statutory and other bodies, national or local. Instead, the discussion focuses around 
key developments in the care home sector, and relevant national actions. There is 
also a Clinical and Professional Advisory Group (CPAG) , which provides a clinical 
input to CHRAG as required. 
 
CHRAG brings together senior representatives of organisations involved in the 
delivery of care homes provision primarily to address the immediate and pressing 
issues caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Whilst covid-related issues have been the 
immediate priority of the Group, CHRAG also has a remit to horizon scan, identifying 

https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Care-Homes/Census/
https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Health-and-Social-Community-Care/Care-Homes/Census/
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challenges and opportunities affecting the sector as a whole and dealing with each 
collectively as appropriate. 
 
2. CHAIR: 
 
The meeting is chaired by Donna Bell, Director of Mental Health & Social Care. The 
Group reports routinely to myself. 
 
3. OBJECTIVES: 
 
CHRAG has set out a number of objectives to be delivered  

• Ensured that requirements for multi-professional leadership arrangements 
including daily huddles as per the enhanced oversight arrangements set out 
by myself on 17 May are in place. 

• Testing – I announced on 1 June that all care homes staff would be tested on 
a weekly basis. With input from all members of the group/all aspects of the 
sector, CHRAG has overseen the implementation of this testing programme 
for all care home staff which has led to over 34,000 staff members being 
tested week commencing 17 July. 

• PPE & IPC – the Group has ensured effective infection prevention and control 
measures are in place and addressed concerns regarding access to and 
costs for PPE as well as use of specific aspects of protective equipment.  

• Data Analysis – analysis and deeper understanding of the number of cases, 
deaths and the geographic spread of covid outbreaks has formed and 
important and integral part of the work of the Group. To do so that Group has 
worked with Scottish Government Analysts, SAGE, the UK Government 
scientific advisory group, regulatory bodies and academics. The Group also 
reviews a weekly local analysis from Directors of Public Health. More recently 
the development of an automated safety huddle tool has been progressed as 
an approach to reducing duplication of data provision from care homes and 
providing greater oversight and reassurance at a local and national level. 

• Visiting Strategy – The Group has collaborated over the development of a 
strategy for professionals visiting care homes, for assurance and inspection 
purposes which was rolled out in tandem with recent re-opening of visiting for 
families and aims to reduce duplication, sharing essential data and 
establishing visiting protocols. It has also commissioned CPAG to develop 
guidance on visiting by other health and wellbeing professionals as their 
continuing care for residents is able to be progressed. 

• Comms Strategy – the CHRAG comms strategy aims to restore professional 
and public faith in care homes and has manifested itself to date, in the recent 
sectoral collaboration on Care Homes Day, which took place mostly on line on 
15 July. Trending on Twitter as the second top story. 

 
4. MEMBERSHIP: is regularly reviewed to ensure fair representation from across the 
sector and currently includes the following organisations: 
 

 

CHRAG: MEMBERSHIP 

BMA Scotland 
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Care Inspectorate 

Chief Executives Group  
Chief Officers Group 

COSLA 

GMB 

Mental Welfare Commission 

NHS Scotland Health Boards 

 

Public Health Scotland 

RCGP Scotland 

RCN Scotland 

 

Scottish Care 

Scottish Directors of Public Health 

Scottish Social Services Council 

SOLACE 

UNISON 

UNITE 

 

 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people who have a learning disability have been issued with a Do Not 
Resucitate (DNR) order since 1 March 2020, also broken down by NHS board area. 
 

S5W-30749  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not centrally collect information or 
data relating to the use of Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(DNACPR) forms. 
 
As with all other clinical treatments, decisions about CPR should be based on the 
individual clinical circumstances and wishes of the patient, recorded appropriately 
and updated when medical circumstances change. This recording is done in hard 
copy on a DNACPR form, the existence of which is then recorded on an individual’s 
Key Information Summary. Such information is only shared for the purposes of direct 
care and is therefore not centrally collected. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what research has been carried out by or on behalf of it to explain regional variations 
of COVID-19 death rates in Scotland. 
 

S5W-30732  
 
Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland recently published an impact assessment 
that examined the reasons why particular groups are disproportionately affected by 
the coronavirus pandemic. We know that stubborn health inequalities persist and 
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more deprived communities have a higher likelihood of suffering from conditions that 
heighten the risk from COVID-19.  
 
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1557 
 
A further detailed report on an investigation into the risk factors associated with 
poorer outcomes among individuals hospitalised with COVID19 in Scotland is 
currently being reviewed by a scientific journal and is likely to be published in the 
coming weeks; deprivation is one of the factors examined. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it expects to allow (a) baby massage and (b) baby 
yoga classes to resume as part of the relaxation of lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-30687  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is grateful for the cooperation of the 
people of Scotland in supporting our national response to the coronavirus pandemic, 
and we are very conscious of the considerable personal and professional sacrifices 
arising from the restrictions we have had to put in place. We do not want to keep any 
restrictions in place a moment longer than we have to but we remains conscious that 
moving too fast at any point increases the danger of increased infection and the very 
real possibility of a return to lockdown. 
 
Following our review on 9 July we have now confirmed that from 22 July massage 
therapists can resume services, provided they use their own premises only. When 
reopening they should follow the hygiene and safety measures outlined in our 
published guidance on close contact retail. 
 
As to the resumption of baby yoga classes, we recognise the importance of physical 
activity for people of all ages particularly at this point in time. We would like to see 
indoor facilities, including yoga studios, reopen as soon as it is safe to do so and we 
are working towards making that happen. However, we can only do so when we are 
satisfied that reopening such facilities will not increase the risk of transmission. We 
are thinking carefully about these matters on an ongoing basis and how to address 
the particular challenges for indoor leisure facilities in particular, for example, 
respiratory and hand hygiene and ventilation. We have been developing with the 
sector robust guidance and protocols that will allow necessary preparation for indoor 
facilities and swimming pools to provide confidence for members and staff to return 
with physical distancing and enhanced hygiene measures. 
 
The indicative date for the reopening of indoor sport and leisure facilities is  
14 September. However, we will continue to review the situation to see if earlier 
reopening is possible, with the intention to provide a further update on 20 August. 
 
It is worth noting that since 10 July people are able to meet in larger groups outdoors 
– a maximum of 15 people from up to five different households, provided 2 metres 
physical distancing is maintained from people outside your own household. 

https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1557
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Therefore, if the circumstances would allow, people could conduct baby yoga 
sessions outdoors if they wished. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that people who are shielding 
from COVID-19 feel safe when accessing healthcare spaces. 
 

S5W-30535  
 
Jeane Freeman: Healthcare in Scotland is following the clear Scottish Government 
guidelines to protect all members of the public from the Covid-19 virus. 
 
People who are shielding need to receive the care they need in the safest way 
possible and clinicians will assess their needs as part of any GP or hospital care and 
undertake a risk assessment and decide where, when and how they are seen. This 
could be over the telephone or via Near Me (a video calling service used by the 
NHS) or a face to face consultation or appointment may happen at the person’s 
home. Equally, after assessment of infection risk and clinical need, the shielded 
person may need to go to a practice, health centre or hospital. 
 
We have ensured that they have the most up to date and relevant information 
available to support decisions in requiring treatment. 
 
As the restrictions on the shielded community are lifted there is ongoing advice 
provided through a variety of websites operated by NHS inform, Public Health 
Scotland and the Scottish Government. In order to ensure the shielded community 
know the latest details of the routemap those registered on the shielding list have 
been issued with letters updating them at the various phases. 
 
We announced recently because the infection rate in Scotland is low enough, we 
were able to pause shielding from 1 August. I should note that the changes to the 
shielding advice will not apply to people in care homes who are shielding. 
 
We have written to people who are shielding to inform them of these changes and 
have stressed that their needs, care and treatment remain a priority for the Scottish 
Government and the NHS in Scotland.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when ice rinks will be permitted to open as part of the 
relaxation of lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-30661  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: At present, the indicative date for the reopening of indoor sport and 
leisure facilities including ice rinks is 14 September. However the Scottish 
Government will continue to review the situation to see if earlier reopening is 
possible, with the intention to provide a further update on 20 August. 
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We have been working with the sector to develop robust guidance and protocols that 
will allow necessary preparation for reopening indoor facilities and swimming pools 
and provide confidence for the public and members and staff to return with physical 
distancing and enhanced hygiene measures. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many firefighters have been tested for COVID-19, 
and how many have tested (a) positive, (b) negative and (c)inconclusive. 
 

S5W-30678  
 
Ash Denham: The information is not centrally held. 
 
Testing for COVID-19 is available for all symptomatic key workers. Further 
information can be found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/ 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it plans to provide to the North Sea oil and gas workforce 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-30430  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: The oil and gas sector continues to be significantly affected by 
the impact of COVID-19 and the fall in oil price and this has unfortunately led to a 
number of redundancies across the sector. Skills Development Scotland is 
continuing to offer PACE support services to all employees facing redundancy. 
 
The Scottish Government has committed £100 million in 2020/21 to support those 
looking for work or at risk of redundancy to retrain and get back into work. This 
package of support will include a job guarantee for young people, a new national 
retraining scheme and more funding to provide immediate assistance and advice if 
people are made redundant. I shall seek to ensure that the sector is aware of all 
opportunities for support for individuals arising from this funding, for example in 
supporting transition to alternative employment within the renewable energy sector. 
 
The Scottish Government has also launched a £62 million Energy Transition Fund 
which will support businesses in the oil, gas and energy sectors to grow and diversify 
and will help to attract private sector investment. This investment will support and 
develop sustainable jobs and contribute to inclusive economic growth across the 
country. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
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The Oil and Gas and Energy Transition Strategic Leadership Group is meeting 
monthly to identify practical actions to support the sector, its supply chain and its 
workforce. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work closely with the UK Government 
which retains many of the key levers required to support the sector, including 
delivery of an oil and gas sector deal. 
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Written questions lodged on 6 August 2020 

S5W-31100 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when driving 
tests will be allowed to (a) be booked and (b) resume. 
S5W-31102 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 restrictions, what plans it has to review the guidance regarding how long 
into pregnancy a woman can keep working in a health care setting. 
S5W-31106 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government when indoor go-karting 
venues will be allowed to reopen to the public. 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31100
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31102
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31106
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

