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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 11 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 11 August can be found on page 14 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions relating to COVID-19 on 11 August are included at 

page 13. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 August) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance it has given to banks regarding safe 
opening as part of the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-30875  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The financial sector is designated as a Critical National 
Infrastructure (CNI) sector, providing essential services for businesses and society. 
As such, the sector has continued to operate throughout the COVID-19 crisis, 
adjusting its operating practices to ensure continuity of service while protecting its 
staff and customers.  
 
The financial sector has already made significant adjustments, for example allowing 
bank branches to remain open, while maintaining physical distancing and enabling 
large numbers of staff to work from home, ensuring the continued provision of 
services across banking, insurance and investment. 
 
I convened a short life working group comprising representatives from the sector, 
unions, government and regulators to develop guidance for the sector. This 
guidance was published on 7 August 2020 and is available on the Scottish 
Government website. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the provision of wheelchair 
services and loan stores, and when and how will services be resumed. 
 

S5W-30858  
 
Jeane Freeman: Regional Wheelchair and Seating Services Centres had to limit or 
temporarily pause some out-patient services during the lockdown period. Some staff 
were redeployed to assist with the COVID-19 pandemic response, and are now 
returning to their roles. The centres have used video-conferencing, telephone 
reviews and home delivery services where possible.  
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All other equipment stores have remained operational during the pandemic. All 
emergency work, including hospital discharges, care home admissions and end of 
life care, continued throughout the pandemic. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
its position is on reporting cases of COVID-19 by postcode, and not by region. 
 

S5W-30864  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring information on 
the Covid-19 epidemic in Scotland is available to the public. Information cannot be 
released if it is potentially disclosive – that is, if there is a risk that individuals could 
be identified. Therefore, the geographies at which we report must represent a large 
enough population that individuals cannot be identified.  
 
Public Health Scotland released a dashboard on 29 July 2020 that shows 
information at the level of local authority. The dashboard can be accessed at 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/ 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason acupuncturists and 
providers of other health services have not been permitted to return to work, in light 
of hairdressers being permitted to do so on 15 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30790  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Following a clinical assessment, personal retail services, including 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine services (CAMs) and massage therapy, 
were advised that they could resume services as of 22 July 2020, where the service 
is carried out in a therapist’s own premises (i.e. not a mobile therapist, who provides 
treatment in a patient’s home), and the close contact retail guidance has been 
updated to reflect this. 
 
The Scottish Government are undertaking further clinical assessment of the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 for mobile massage and CAM services, and are 
considering whether further guidance is required for these. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it anticipates providers of acupuncture 
treatment will be permitted to return to work. 
 

S5W-30789  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Following a clinical assessment, personal retail services, including 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine services (CAMs) and massage therapy, 
were advised that they could resume services as of 22 July 2020, where the service 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/
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is carried out in a therapist’s own premises (i.e. not a mobile therapist, who provides 
treatment in a patient’s home), and the close contact retail guidance has been 
updated to reflect this. 
 
The Scottish Government are undertaking further clinical assessment of the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 for mobile massage and CAM services, and are 
considering whether further guidance is required for these. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it anticipates equestrian competitions 
will be permitted to resume. 
 

S5W-30787  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government and sportscotland have been working 
with partners on a range of sports and activities on the way they can resume in a 
safe way. All sports and activities pose different challenges, which can impact on the 
timing of resumption of certain disciplines. In terms of Equestrian, we have engaged 
with HorseScotland to work towards a timely return of both grassroots activity and 
competition. 
 
HorseScotland is a key member of the COVID-19 response group which has been 
set up by sportscotland to consider the conditions required for the return of outdoor 
sport. HorseScotland have recently published phase 3 guidance on their website. 
This guidance indicates that at present, to restrict the possible spread of the virus, 
competition should only be undertaken locally and informally. Ministers will review 
this regularly with a view to permitting competition as soon as possible. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason equestrian competitions 
have not been permitted to resume, in light of other outdoor-based sports being able 
to. 
 

S5W-30788  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30787 on  
11 August 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reasons acupuncture cannot take place at 
present, and when such services can restart. 
 

S5W-30817  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Joe FitzPatrick: Following a clinical assessment, personal retail services, including 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine services (CAMs) and massage therapy, 
were advised that they could resume services as of 22 July 2020, where the service 
is carried out in a therapist’s own premises (i.e. not a mobile therapist, who provides 
treatment in a patient’s home), and the close contact retail guidance has been 
updated to reflect this. 
 
The Scottish Government are undertaking further clinical assessment of the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 for mobile massage and CAM services, and are 
considering whether further guidance is required for these. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when it expects to allow personal trainers to begin teaching 
classes of up to 30 people from different households on an (a) outdoor and (b) 
indoor basis, as is currently the case in England. 
 

S5W-30812  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Following the First Minister’s statement on 30 July 2020, from  
3 August coaches are permitted to work with more than four households outdoors in 
a day, subject to sportscotland guidance. We will also be looking to make changes 
to allow coaches to work with larger groups outdoors and will provide further details 
on when this can resume in due course.  
 
The indicative date for the reopening of indoor leisure facilities is 14 September with 
physical distancing and enhanced hygiene measures are in place. The Scottish 
Government will keep this under review to consider whether an earlier re-opening 
date is feasible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it expects (a) swimming pools to reopen and (b) 
competitive swimming to restart, and what its response is to suggestions that 
swimming can be restarted safely with appropriate measures. 
 

S5W-30811  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The indicative date for the reopening of indoor sport and leisure 
facilities including swimming pools is 14 September. However, the Scottish 
Government will continue to review the situation to see if earlier reopening is 
possible, with the intention to provide a further update on 20 August. 
 
In terms of competitive swimming our performance swimmers have already been 
given permission to start training and careful consideration is being given to indoor 
competitive sports – including swimming. 
 
We have been working with the sector to develop robust guidance and protocols that 
will allow necessary preparation for reopening indoor facilities and swimming pools 
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and provide confidence for the public and members and staff to return with physical 
distancing and enhanced hygiene measures.  
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it expects professional providers of 
complementary, natural and alternative medicines to be permitted to reopen their 
practices. 
 

S5W-30810  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Following a clinical assessment, personal retail services, including 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine services (CAMs) and massage therapy, 
were advised that they could resume services as of 22 July 2020, where the service 
is carried out in a therapist’s own premises (i.e. not a mobile therapist, who provides 
treatment in a patient’s home), and the close contact retail guidance has been 
updated to reflect this. 
 
The Scottish Government are undertaking further clinical assessment of the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 for mobile massage and CAM services, and are 
considering whether further guidance is required for these. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of the particular challenges that children and young 
people with additional support needs face during the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
may require a multi-agency response, what plans it has to support the development 
of a digital platform that would allow secure case discussions and information 
exchange between NHS and local authority children's services. 
 

S5W-30706  
 
Maree Todd: Health Boards and Local Authorities are using established multi 
agency relationships and systems to continue and adapt GIRFEC approaches to 
support children and families including maintaining contact, assessing and planning 
for individual children. 
 
We published our Digital Health and Care Strategy in 2018, this provided a strong 
foundation for us to scale up our digital response to Covid-19, building on initiatives 
that were already underway, using tried and tested, and readily available 
technologies. 
 
Our digital response to Covid-19 has included the roll-out of Microsoft Teams across 
our entire NHS estate which has allowed for greater collaboration across 
organisations including Local Authorities by providing a platform for secure 
communication where required across multi-disciplinary teams. 
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many death in service payments have been made to the families of 
frontline (a) NHS and (b) social care workers who died as a result of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30916  
 
Jeane Freeman: We have recently extended the death in service scheme in NHS 
Scotland to include a flat £60,000 payment to next of kin of all NHS staff who die in 
service where COVID-19 is a documented factor. There are four applicants to the 
NHS scheme, all currently being processed for payment, and Social Care are 
currently in touch with a further four applicants. We are working to identify everyone 
who is eligible to receive this payment, and would encourage all potential applicants 
to come forward. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which steps it has taken to ensure that the NHS is prepared for a 
possible second wave of the COVID-19 virus, and what is being done to reduce the 
impact of this on other services. 
 

S5W-30908 

Jeane Freeman: Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design, The Framework for NHS 
Scotland sets out how Health Boards will safely and gradually prioritise the 
resumption of paused services whilst continuing to protect emergency, urgent and 
maternity care, as well as retaining sufficient capacity for COVID-19. The reality is 
COVID-19 is likely to be with us for some time to come, and so the framework seeks 
to ensure that the successful steps taken to maintain services during the pandemic 
are learnt from and built upon. This includes the significant innovations introduced 
across the NHS to assess patients using digital technology. Many changes made in 
the coming weeks and months have to be measured against the need to keep the 
virus under control, continuing to protect the NHS and save lives.  
 
Informed by this framework, NHS Boards were commissioned to develop plans 
covering the period from August until next March. These plans incorporate the 
Boards’ approach to planning for Winter 2020-21, including the potential for a second 
upsurge in Covid infections. We are currently reviewing these submissions to assess 
their efficacy and robustness and will work with Boards to improve their plans, 
recognising that while we remain on an emergency footing, implementation of the 
plans will be contingent on Ministers’ approval. A Mobilisation Recovery Group, 
chaired by the Health Secretary, has also begun work (first meeting was on 29 June) 
to advise on the best approach to take this important work forward, including longer 
term health and social care reform. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it takes to ensure that best practice guidance 
will be adhered to when joint replacement surgery resumes following the easing of 
the COVID-19 lockdown, and how people with arthritis will be involved in informing 

http://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839607967
http://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839607967
https://www.gov.scot/groups/mobilisation-recovery-group/
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and shaping any proposed changes to trauma and orthopaedic waiting times 
performance standards. 
 

S5W-30895  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government are working to ensure that high quality 
care is available for Trauma and Orthopaedic patients, and discussions on the 
resumption of Orthopaedic services have taken place with Mr Alastair Murray, Chair 
of the Scottish Committee of Orthopaedic and Trauma.  
 
In relation to best practice guidance for joint replacement surgery, Trauma and 
Orthopaedic services across Scotland are ensuring they adhere to the existing 
standards for pre-assessment, admission and surgery that were in place before the 
Covid pandemic. Care is being taken to ensure that patients are segregated to 
minimise risk of nosocomial wound and prosthetic infection.  
 
Follow up post-surgery will be in line with the current standard practice and will often 
be carried out via the telephone or through the use of “Near Me”, with patient 
initiated reviews being offered so that individuals can contact the service for advice if 
any problems/concerns arise. In addition the Scottish Arthroplasty Project continues 
to collect data on this patient group to monitor clinical outcomes.  
 
Mr Murray and the Scottish Government Muscular Skeletal (MSK) Access Team and 
the Quality Improvement Team are keen to work with patient groups to help inform 
any proposed changes to waiting list priority in MSK and have already been involved 
with the cross party group on MSK chaired by Brian Whittle MSP, as well as Versus 
Arthritis. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to support people with diabetes who are at 
increased risk from COVID-19, and whether it is considering any additional 
protections on their returning to work, as well as on the return of other groups of 
people who are shielding. 
 

S5W-30739  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government appreciates returning to work will be a 
worrying time for people living with an underlying health condition, such as diabetes. 
 
The health and wellbeing of individuals, communities and the economy is the priority 
of the Scottish Government. All employers in Scotland should follow the existing 
Scottish guidance, support workers to follow health protection advice and have a 
statutory duty to ensure that workers’ health and safety is protected. This includes 
undertaking risk assessments of their work activity, assessing the risk from Covid-19 
spread in the workplace, and putting in place appropriate mitigating measures.  
 
We published guidance for employers and employees to support people who 
considered themselves at higher risk of contracting Covid-19 on 30 July 2020. This 
provides practical measures which should be taken, including risk assessments and 
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prioritising their needs in planning phased returns to physical workplaces. This 
guidance can be found by following link: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/returning-to-work/ 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what guidance it has provided to NHS boards to restart musculoskeletal condition 
services and all surgeries. 
 

S5W-30767 

Joe FitzPatrick: Throughout our response to the pandemic, where an urgent clinical 
need has existed Essential Musculoskeletal services, which includes first contact 
practitioners, have continued throughout the COVID-19 pandemic using telephone, 
Near me and in person if required. 
 
On 31 May we published the “Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: the framework for 
NHS Scotland” that supports Health Boards to plan the phased restoration of 
postponed NHS services. A Mobilisation Recovery Group, chaired by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport, has been established to advise Government. 
 
Initial plans for the period ending July 2020 have been received and a summary of 
services being resumed broken down by territorial Health Board was published on 19 
June. This shows the safe and phased re-start of many hospital elective and primary 
care services (in line with the above Framework, clinical guidance and according to 
local circumstances). 
 
The next iteration of plans for the period ending March 2021 have been requested 
and these will be analysed in early August. Any issues with plans are being 
addressed directly with Health Boards as part of the iterative planning process. 
 
Most Health Boards have provided urgent orthopaedic/ rheumatology care during the 
COVID-19 pandemic lockdown and are resuming outpatient clinics utilising virtual or 
telephone consultations where it is clinically appropriate.  
 
Nationally we have worked with third sector organisations such as Versus Arthritis to 
publish tailored advice and guidance about specific long term conditions and COVID-
19, to signpost people to resources and different ways to access support to self-
manage their condition.  
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether research into regional variations of COVID-19 death rates has established 
for what reasons Inverclyde, West Dunbartonshire, East Dunbartonshire, 
Renfrewshire and East Renfrewshire have reported death rates above the national 
average and, if so, what the conclusions were. 
 

S5W-30733  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30732 on  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/returning-to-work/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2020/06/coronavirus-covid-19-mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/documents/mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/govscot%3Adocument/Mobilisation%2Bslides%2B18%2BJune%2B%2528006%2529-%2Bas%2Bat%2B1927.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/research-and-analysis/2020/06/coronavirus-covid-19-mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/documents/mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/mobilisation-of-key-clinical-services/govscot%3Adocument/Mobilisation%2Bslides%2B18%2BJune%2B%2528006%2529-%2Bas%2Bat%2B1927.pdf
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6 August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether its COVID-19 daily testing statistics include the 
number of home test kits sent out or of tests completed and returned. 
 

S5W-30659  
 
Jeane Freeman: The number of home tests carried out was not reported via 
Scottish Government data until the 8 July. Up until this point the number of home 
tests was reported in data from the Department of Health and Social Care at the UK 
level. From the 8 July all testing carried out for residents in Scotland, including the 
number of home kits ordered (or simply home kits) are now included in the data 
reported daily in the Scottish Government website. 
 
The data provided by Public Health Scotland is for home tests that have produced a 
valid laboratory result, not the number of kits sent out. 
 
More information can be found here : https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland. 
 
Definitions are available here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-data-definitions-and-sources. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what accommodation has been provided for NHS staff during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-29618  
 
Jeane Freeman: 467 members of staff from Health Boards were placed in 
temporary accommodation, organised by the Health Boards, between the start of 
lockdown and 1 July 2020. 
 
The accommodation provided to staff included hotels, self-catering accommodation 
and residences. Two Health Board used their own, vacant student accommodation 
on an as-needed basis. One Health Board does not hold data on how many staff 
have accessed this accommodation due to reasons pertaining to Covid-19. 
 
All Health Boards put in place their own policies and processes for organising 
accommodation for member of staff who needed to stay away from their main home 
to protect themselves, their family or the public. We have received assurance that 
these policies included protecting the emotional and physical wellbeing of staff, and 
only using accommodation where infection control procedures could be put in place. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-data-definitions-and-sources
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-data-definitions-and-sources
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Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many tests for COVID-19 were carried out by each NHS board in each month 
between November 2019 and February 2020, also broken down by the number of 
positive test results. 
 

S5W-30213 

Jeane Freeman: 
 

 Covid-19 Testing by Board (Nov 19-Feb 20) 

 Dec Jan Feb Total Includes positive (Feb) 

NHS Ayrshire and Arran    30 30  

NHS Borders    27 27  

NHS Dumfries and Galloway    26 26  

NHS Fife  2  68 70  

NHS Forth Valley    69 69  

NHS Grampian    90 90  

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde    138 138  

NHS Highland    36 36  

NHS Lanarkshire  1  62 63  

NHS Lothian 1 3  186 190  

NHS Orkney    7 7  

NHS Shetland    0 0  

NHS Tayside    80 80 1 

NHS Western Isles    2 2  

NULL  1  37 38  

 1 7 858 866 1 

 
There were no tests conducted in November. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 

Scottish Government what plans it has for expanding the use of virtual custody 

cases. 

S5W-31032  

Humza Yousaf: This question relates to operational matters that are the 

responsibility of the Scottish Court and Tribunals Service (SCTS) corporate body. 

The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of the SCTS who will reply in 

writing within 20 days. 

 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government how many prison officers have been tested for COVID-

19, and how many tested (a) positive, (b) negative and (c) inconclusive. 

S5W-30670  
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Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 

Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 

Testing of Scottish Prison Service (SPS) staff with Covid-19 symptoms commenced 

on 5 April 2020. 

Accurate as of 3 August 2020, a total of 353 tests have been carried out on SPS 

staff since testing commenced. Sixty-one (61) staff have tested positive, 283 tested 

negative, 8 staff were retested due to inconclusive initial test outcomes and one 

result remains outstanding. 

4 SPS staff are currently absent with COVID-19 symptoms, 6 are self-isolating (4 

due to caring responsibilities and 2 due to foreign travel quarantine) and 45 are 

physically distancing. 

 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 

To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to additional support 

for the oil and gas sector, in light of low oil prices caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

S5W-30657  

Paul Wheelhouse: The oil and gas sector in Scotland continues to be significantly 
affected by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the decrease in oil prices. 
The Scottish Government are working with a range of partners to consider how 
short, medium and long term needs can be addressed.  

We have committed, in line with industry’s asks of us, to invest £62 million in an 
Energy Transition Fund to support businesses in the oil, gas and energy sectors to 
grow and diversify and make significant progress on an energy transition as we 
move towards a net zero greenhouse gas emissions future. This fund will, we 
understand, potentially help lever in a total of more that £900 million investment, if 
the Sector Deal is supported by UK Ministers, as I anticipate it will be.  

The investment will benefit the wider Scottish energy sector and broader supply 
chain, working with local businesses to maximise the economic benefits, support 
sustainable jobs and contribute to inclusive economic growth across the country. 
This fund was developed in consultation with the industry and we will continue to 
engage with the sector on projects as we go forward. 

The Oil and Gas, and Energy Transition Strategic Leadership Group, which I chair, 
has also been refocused and is now meeting monthly and working with OGUK, OGA, 
trade unions and employers to identify practical actions to support the sector and its 
supply chain. In addition to an additional exceptional meeting held on 2nd of April, 
four subsequent meetings of the refocused group have now been held, which have 
focused on the retention of talent and skills in the sector as well as projects and 
actions to support the recovery of the sector and the energy transition. These 
discussions have helped to inform the development of the Energy Transition Fund. 
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The most recent meeting focused on development of support packages for the 
supply chain.  

The Scottish Government will continue to engage with the UK Government and key 
stakeholders to ensure there continues to be a tripartite approach to supporting the 
oil and gas sector, including on the delivery of a sector deal. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 11 AUGUST 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following question was asked: 
 

1. Mark McDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what conditions it expects to be 
met to enable the easing of local restrictions in Aberdeen. (S5T-02300) 
 
Answers to this and all other Topical Questions taken can be found in the Official 
Report of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02300
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12735&i=115160
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Government initiated questions lodged on 11 August 2020 

S5W-31147 Angela Constance: To ask the Scottish Government what plans the 
Citizens' Assembly of Scotland has to complete its work, in light of the COVID-19 
crisis. 
S5W-31162 Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome of 
the seven-day review of the Aberdeen City lockdown has concluded. 

Written questions lodged on 11 August 2020 

S5W-31144 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support is available to nightclubs that remain closed because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-31153 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when organised 
children's parties in public venues, including sport centres and church halls, will be 
allowed to resume. 
S5W-31154 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what plans the 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture has to meet representatives 
of the Lowland Common Ridings and the Riding of the Marches to discuss what 
additional support can be given to these events. 
S5W-31160 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
a breakdown of how the capacity of each prison in Scotland has changed as a result 
of provisions made to ensure the safety of prisoners during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31161 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will issue 
provisional guidance to the dance sector to help it prepare for its indicative reopening 
in September 2020.  
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31147
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31162
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31144
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31153
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31154
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31160
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31161
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

