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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 12 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 12 August can be found on page 15 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions on 12 August are included at page 14. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 12 August) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Government Initiated Questions 
 
 
Maureen Watt (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) (Scottish National 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome of the seven-day review 
of the Aberdeen City lockdown has concluded. 
 

S5W-31162  
 
Jeane Freeman: The decision is to maintain current restrictions for the next 7 days 
as there is no evidence to support the relaxation of the current restrictions.  
 
Our decision has been informed by the advice of the Grampian Incident 
Management Team (IMT), local clinical advice as well as our own Scottish 
Government clinical advice. We have taken into account all the evidence and data 
available. This includes number of new cases in the region and venues effected. 
There is evidence that the situation is stabilising. The evidence suggests the 
measures are working but it is too early to determine exactly what impact the 
measures have had and to distinguish the impact of individual measures so the 
measures all need to remain in place as they are. 
 
 
Angela Constance (Almond Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans the Citizens' Assembly of Scotland has to complete its work, 
in the light of the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

S5W-31147  
 
Michael Russell: The work of the Citizen’s Assembly for Scotland was suspended 
at the outbreak of COVID-19 in March. The Convener will announce today that the 
Assembly will resume its activities in an online format from 12 August and intends to 
complete its work by the end of this year. The Assembly has a unique contribution to 
make in helping inform Scotland’s strategy for renewal after the current crisis, and I 
look forward to receiving its report and recommendations. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will commit to providing individuals who are situationally 
vulnerable the same access to priority delivery slots for food boxes as those in the 
shielded category, and, as part of this process, work to accurately assess the size 
and nature of this situationally-vulnerable group. 
 

S5W-30796  
 
Aileen Campbell: The Scottish Government recognises that many individuals face 
access barriers to food and essentials due to the impacts of Coronavirus and work is 
underway to understand the impact of the COVID virus and policy response on 
people in Scotland.  
 
We know that supermarkets are unable to offer online delivery slots for all those who 
wish to use them and we continue to work alongside our UK Government colleagues 
to engage with retailers on the range of challenges facing consumers as a result of 
Coronavirus. Following Scottish led discussions 100,000 priority delivery slots from 
Iceland supermarket have been made available for those who are at risk. This is a 
new offer and is in addition to slots allocated to the shielded group. Slots were 
allocated to local authorities, Age Scotland and RNIB last month. 
 
For those who are unable to access food and cannot get the help they need from 
family, friends or neighbours, they are encouraged to call the national assistance 
helpline. Callers will be put through to speak to someone at their local authority who 
will be able to advise what types of help are available. The free helpline number is 
0800 111 4000, or can be contacted via a textphone on 0800 111 4114. The helpline 
is open Monday to Friday, from 9 am to 5 pm. In addition we prepared guidance for 
individuals on the range of support available, including information on gift cards to 
enable others to shop on their behalf, food boxes and prepared meal delivery 
options. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason it has permitted the opening of smaller pubs and non-
essential shops but not larger places of worship, which might be more easily 
adapted to social distancing measures. 
 

S5W-30593  
 
Aileen Campbell: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30594 on  
27 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers to 
questions S5W-29857 and 30290 by Fiona Hyslop on 22 June and 13 July 2020 
respectively, what direct support it is providing to prevent the job losses at National 
Trust for Scotland properties in the Galloway and West Dumfries constituency. 
 

S5W-30933 
 
Fiona Hyslop: As the member is aware from the answers to questions S5W-30290 
and S5W-29857, the Scottish Government is still actively engaged in pursuing the 
available options to deliver the best support that we can for the future of the National 
Trust for Scotland (NTS) aiming wherever possible to protect jobs and re-open sites.  
 
Until the discussions between the team I formed from across Scottish Government 
and Scottish Enterprise, and the NTS have reached a conclusion, I am unable to 
confirm details of any specific support for any specific sites. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking for a permanent provision to allow those who 
stop working in social care to register for free if they are willing to return in an 
emergency. 
 

S5W-30753  
 
Maree Todd: Through emergency legislation, we have taken action to address the 
payment of registration fees for social care workers during this COVID-19 outbreak 
by extending the period of time a new or returning worker is required to pay their 
fees, from 6 months to 12 months.  
 
Workers who are required to register with a professional regulator, such as SSSC, 
are required to pay an annual registration fee and that remains the legal position. By 
offering an extended period of time in which to register we hope to encourage 
workers to return to the register during this emergency.  
 
The emergency legislation will remain in place during the current pandemic.  
 
Details can be found on the SSSC’s website www.sssc.uk.com 
 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.sssc.uk.com/
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much funding available under the Small Business Grant 
Scheme has not been allocated, and what plans are in place to ensure that any 
underspend is targeted at businesses still in need of support. 
 

S5W-30728  
 
Kate Forbes: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what percentage of self-catering businesses that applied for 
financial support from the Small Business Grant Scheme were successful, and what 
help will be made available to those that did not receive any financial support. 
 

S5W-30727  
 
Kate Forbes: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish updated guidance regarding the 
resumption of aerosol generating dental procedures for NHS patients. 
 

S5W-30868  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are not in a position to give a precise date on when this 
guidance will be published. The Scottish Dental Clinical Effectiveness Programme 
(SDCEP) is leading a 4 UK country group looking at all aerosol generated 
procedures (AGP) in dentistry examining each against the risks of transmission and 
their mitigation when they are reintroduced into practice. 
 
COVID-19 has presented an unprecedented challenge for public health experts and 
governments. The over-riding concern of the Scottish Government has been and 
continues to be the prevention of further outbreaks and loss-of-life. As most dental 
procedures involve the generation of a fine spray of moisture droplets they are 
considered high risk procedures for the transmission of coronavirus. We have 
therefore taken a precautionary approach to remobilisation of NHS dental care in 
Scotland.  
 
Throughout the pandemic NHS patients have continued to have appropriate access 
to urgent care with AGPs through 71 Urgent Dental Care Centres established at 
NHS Board level. As we continue to suppress the virus we have been able to 
reintroduce activity within dental practice, and from the 17 August dental practices 
will be able to provide certain types of AGPs on patients in need of urgent dental 
care. 
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Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government, in light of private patients being allowed to access 
the full range of dental treatments from 13 July 2020, for what reason only a limited 
number of NHS treatments were made available. 
 

S5W-30862  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: In a letter to private healthcare providers on 1 June the National 
Clinical Director and the Chief Dental Officer highlighted the importance of the entire 
independent healthcare sector, including independent dentists, following the spirit of 
the route map and supporting key public health messages. We would encourage all 
independent dentists to follow the guidance that has been issued in order to protect 
patients and staff. 
 
The health and safety of all patients and staff attending dental practices remains our 
primary consideration and in taking a phased approach we are seeking to balance 
the overall risk of infection with the needs of patients to be seen by dentists. Our 
overarching aim is to save lives.  
 
NHS dentists are now permitted, under our route map for dentistry, to offer a range 
of treatments including aerosol generating procedures for patients in need of urgent 
dental care. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support will be provided to people who are experiencing a deterioration of their 
physical and/or mental function because of the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-30861  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30555 on  
30 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support will be provided to people who are experiencing deconditioning and 
muscle wastage because of the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-30860  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30555 on  
30 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what community rehabilitation services and support will be made available to people 
who have acquired long-term health conditions because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-30859  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30555 on  
30 July 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support is being given to families and carers of 
disabled people who require additional moving and handling solutions at home as a 
result of COVID-19, and what preparations are being made to support them from the 
impact of a second spike of the pandemic. 
 

S5W-30845  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: It is crucial that carers are supported to undertake their caring role 
safely. That is why this Government brought forward the Carers Act to enhance and 
extend the rights of all adult carers and young carers to support across the country. 
Local authorities have a duty to identify carers’ needs for support. Carers also have 
the right to support to meet their eligible needs. This may include needs for training, 
including on moving and handling. 
 
Local authorities have a separate duty to maintain an information and advice service 
for carers. These services, normally delivered by carer centres, must provide 
information and advice on a variety of issues, including training available to carers. 
Carers also have a right to be involved in conversations about the support for the 
person they care for. This means they should be aware of any particular moving and 
handling needs and decide to what extent they are willing and able to provide that 
type of care. 
 
Where necessary, input from Allied Health Professionals and other clinical 
colleagues can be provided to support and guide carers with moving and handling, 
along with helping them to secure access to the right equipment. These services will 
provide individual assessments where needed and are part of local mobilisation 
plans, although they may look different to ensure safe delivery during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
Ministers and COSLA wrote to Health and Social Care Partnerships on 10 April to 
ask them to prioritise additional carer support in their local mobilisation plans for 
responding to the pandemic. This is on top of the extra £11.6 million for carer 
support in the 2020-21 budget. Partnerships were also asked to include local carer 
organisations in their local resilience planning. 
 
We are encouraging carers to make plans for the future. Many local carer services 
provide support for carers on future and emergency planning. As many local carer 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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services are unable to offer face to face support at the moment, we launched a 
£500,000 fund to support local carer services to operate remotely, over the phone or 
online. 
 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29303 by Jeane 
Freeman on 25 June 2020, whether it will provide an update on the data protection 
impact assessments and their publication. 
 

S5W-30954  
 
Jeane Freeman: NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) are leading on 
development of the Test and Protect Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIA). 
These are currently going through an internal approval process but are expected to 
be made available before the end of August. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will ensure that there is representation of people with arthritis and 
their supporters on its Mobilisation Recovery Group. 
 

S5W-30949  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Mobilisation Recovery Group, which I chair, is an advisory 
group established under Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: the Framework for NHS 
Scotland (https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-
framework-nhs-scotland/) to generate key expert, stakeholder and system-wide input 
into decisions on resuming and supporting service provision, in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The full remit and membership of the Group is available 
alongside the minutes of each meeting at:  
 
https://www.gov.scot/groups/mobilisation-recovery-group/ 
   
The membership of the Group, which includes Health and Social Care Alliance 
Scotland, will be kept under review to ensure that it continues to bring together 
stakeholders and decision makers; guaranteeing that that the delivery of health and 
social care services maintains a strong focus on quality, equity and person-centred 
care, within the necessary constraints of the COVID-19 response.  
 
During the pandemic, emergency and urgent care has been provided, including 
treatment for pain as a result of emergency, acute presentations, infusion pumps for 
palliative care services and treatment for complex regional pain syndrome. We 
remain committed to resuming the full range of pain services as quickly as it is safe 
to do so, and we will shortly publish a COVID-19 Recovery Framework for NHS Pain 
Management Services to continue to inform this activity.    
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/mobilisation-recovery-group/
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government if a successful vaccination is found against COVID-19, what plans it has 
in place for its distribution. 
 

S5W-30917  
 
Jeane Freeman: A safe and effective COVID-19 vaccination is dependent on 
success in at least one of over 200 vaccine trials underway worldwide in terms of 
both development and manufacture. When a vaccination might be available, and 
considerations about delivery and prioritisation, will depend in part on which vaccine 
candidates are successful.  
 
While there is no guarantee of success in any of the trials, we are planning on the 
basis of a vaccine becoming available. In Scotland we already deliver nearly 2 
million doses of vaccine routinely every year and we have a comprehensive vaccine 
delivery infrastructure in place. We are working on a plan to upscale this to deliver a 
COVID-19 vaccine, in the event that a safe and effective vaccine does become 
available, and we have established the Flu Vaccines and COVID-19 Vaccinations 
Delivery Programme Board to oversee this work. 
 
In doing this, we will be guided by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI), which provides independent scientific advice on immunisation 
to all UK Health Departments, including on the efficacy and safety of vaccines and 
priority groups to be vaccinated.  
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to the the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission briefing on care homes and human rights during COVID-19, which was 
published on 14 July 2020. 
 

S5W-30914  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government welcomes the report from the Scottish 
Human Rights Commission and will consider the application of the requirements of 
the human rights framework and legislation to any future public inquiry into the 
Scottish Government's handling of the coronavirus. 
 
The Scottish Government has always placed the upholding of human rights at the 
heart of its approach and since the start of the pandemic our priority has been to 
save people's lives, wherever they live. 
 
A framework of legislation protects the rights of individuals receiving care and we 
have worked closely with our colleagues in the NHS, local government and the 
voluntary and independent sectors to ensure the needs and rights of residents in 
care homes are able to be met. 
 
Any person who has COVID-19 should be treated as an individual and it is essential 
that their human rights continue to be fully respected, protected and fulfilled during 
the pandemic. While our decisions to the COVID-19 response have been guided by 
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the scientific evidence available at the time, human rights have remained absolutely 
core to all our considerations. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many retired NHS staff, and people who previously worked in the 
NHS, volunteered to come back to the health service during the COVID-19 
pandemic; how many of those were used, and how many are still undertaking work 
there. 
 

S5W-30912  
 
Jeane Freeman: At 7 August 2020, there are 279 returning healthcare 
professionals, sourced via the Covid-19 Health and Social Care Accelerated 
Recruitment Portal who continue to be deployed in NHS Scotland. A further 1,468 
returning staff have been made available to NHS Boards for active deployment. 
 
All applicants via the portal were asked to affirm their interest in taking up a role 
within NHS Scotland in June of this year. 2,236 Healthcare returners remain 
registered on the Portal (including the 1,468 returning staff cleared for deployment).  
 
Data obtained via the COVID-19 Health and Social Care Accelerated Recruitment 
Portal does not include returning health professionals recruited locally by individual 
NHS Boards. This data is not centrally held. 
 
Source: TURAS Data Intelligence, NHS Education for Scotland. 
 
Note: Data is not available on the number of returning health professionals 
previously employed by NHSScotland. Information provided on 'returning healthcare 
professionals' may include those previously employed by private and other non-
NHSScotland healthcare providers. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans are in place to recruit additional NHS staff to ensure that 
staffing complements are adequate to meet any increase in absence rates due to 
continued shielding requirements for staff. 
 

S5W-30904  
 
Jeane Freeman: In addition to national recruitment activity undertaken via the 
Health and Social Care Covid-19 Accelerated Recruitment Portal, launched in March 
of this year, boards have been supported to undertake local recruitment activity 
where they feel this is necessary. These routes have enabled returning health 
professionals to come forward and support our health and social care services at this 
time of national emergency. 
 
We continue to monitor absence and will take action where necessary. The rate of 
NHS absence related to shielding remained static at between 2% and 3% between 
April 2020 and the pause to shielding on 31 July 2020. We have issued clear 
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national guidance to assist not only those who were in the shielding category, but 
also the wider workforce, to be able to undertake effective individual risk 
assessment. This guidance will empower staff to make informed choices and 
facilitate their safe return to the workplace. 
 
 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29956 by Jeane Freeman on 15 July 2020, 
whether it will answer the question that was asked in relation to whether it has 
allowed access to COVID-19-related health data, including patients' personal 
medical information, to any third party and, if so, (a) what data, (b) to whom and (c) 
for what reason. 
 

S5W-30731  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government takes the privacy and security of health 
data, including patients personal medical information, very seriously and has 
ensured that the NHS has stringent processes in place governing access to all data, 
including Covid-19 related health data. The process for overseeing research access 
to data is overseen by the Public Benefits and Privacy Panel (PBPP). 
 
Information about the PBPP and a full current list of approved applications as at 
August 2020, including those from third parties, can be accessed at 
https://www.informationgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/pbpphsc/ 
This list provides a lay summary of each individual application, including the purpose 
of the use of data. 
 
For other uses of Covid-19 health data, it is possible for applicants to request access 
directly with individual data controllers, either via the regional safe havens or directly 
to the data controllers. All providers of health & care (for example individual health 
boards and individual GP practices) are registered data controllers who are legally 
responsible for the data they hold, and for how it is shared. The Scottish Government 
does not hold a central register of these data sharing activities. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what percentage of the population has reported conjunctivitis as a symptom of 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30922  
 
Jeane Freeman: Upper respiratory tract infections may result in viral conjunctivitis 
and this is also the case with COVID-19. A meta-analysis published in April found 
the overall rate of conjunctivitis in COVID-19 reported cases was 1.1% ranging from 
3% in severe cases to 0.7% in non-severe cases. 
 
Advice from the Royal College of Ophthalmologists and the College of Optometrists 
recognise that it is unlikely that a patient would present with viral conjunctivitis 

https://www.informationgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/pbpphsc/
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secondary to COVID-19 without other symptoms as conjunctivitis seems to be a late 
feature where it has occurred.  
 
It is important to note that there is no evidence to suggest that conjunctivitis can 
cause COVID-19 or that you are at higher risk of developing COVID-19 if you have 
conjunctivitis. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the evidence it used to determine that 20 people 
are permitted to attend a funeral service, while 50 are permitted to attend other 
church services in the same location with the same safety measures in place. 
 

S5W-30834  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Funerals are highly emotional and incredibly difficult events in our 
lifetimes. They are unique and intimate. Unlike most other gatherings, those in 
attendance are likely to know or be close to many others in attendance. Because of 
this, it is much more likely that vital public health measures to help mitigate or break 
chains of transmission of COVID-19, such as observing strict 2 metre physical 
distancing between households, will be forgotten. This is completely understandable 
at a time of grief, when people need the support of their close family and friends 
more than ever. 
 
This has been the basis for us taking a much more cautious and careful approach 
when it comes to funeral services when compared to other gatherings, as we 
continue to seek to suppress the virus. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason there is a limit of 20 people who can attend a 
church funeral service, in light of 50 people being able to attend a religious service 
held in the same location and with the same safety measures in place. 
 

S5W-30777  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30834 on  
12 August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason it is limiting funerals in places of worship to 
20 attendees, in light of normal Sunday services in the same venues being able to 
have up to 50 attendees. 
 

S5W-30776  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30834 on  
12 August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
  

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what budget was allocated to investing in the technology 
required for virtual custody cases, and how that was spent. 
 

S5W-31034  
 
Humza Yousaf: This question relates to operational matters that are the 
responsibility of the Scottish Court and Tribunals Service (SCTS) corporate body. 
The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of the SCTS who will reply in 
writing within 20 days. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to reports that the technology used for 
virtual custody pilots may have resulted in European Convention on Human Rights 
breaches. 
 

S5W-31035  
 
Humza Yousaf: This question relates to operational matters that are the 
responsibility of the Scottish Court and Tribunals Service (SCTS) corporate body. 
The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of the SCTS who will reply in 
writing within 20 days. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what impact assessments it has conducted in relation to the 
use of virtual custody cases. 
 

S5W-31033  
 
Humza Yousaf: This question relates to operational matters that are the 
responsibility of the Scottish Court and Tribunals Service (SCTS) corporate body. 
The question has been passed to the Chief Executive of the SCTS who will reply in 
writing within 20 days. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether firefighters are required to wear 
PPE or face coverings while making home visits or visits to care homes, and what 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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data it has on whether face coverings are being worn by firefighters during such 
visits. 
 

S5W-30955  
 
Ash Denham: Home fire safety visits are an operational matter for the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service (SFRS). SFRS continue to follow all guidance as set out by 
Health Protection Scotland, which includes appropriate PPE and social distancing 
measures being in place for any visits they carry out. 
 
SFRS will continue to review their processes where necessary as more information 
is made available and as our knowledge and understanding of Covid-19 continues to 
develop. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government on what date it expects motor caravanner 
rallies to be able to resume meetings. 
 

S5W-30725  
 
Fergus Ewing: An organised event, such as a motor caravan rally, will be covered 
by the dates for reopening of the events sector. The First Minister published an 
update to the Routemap on 30 July, which proposed an indicative date of 24 August 
for live outdoor events and 14 September for live indoor events, subject to limited 
numbers, strict physical distancing measures and following the relevant guidance. 
 
It is important to emphasise that these are not confirmed dates and may be changed 
if the epidemic deteriorates in Scotland. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 13 AUGUST 2020 

First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following question were asked: 
 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04259) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04260) 

3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04261) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04262) 

5. Gillian Martin: To ask the First Minister what measures the Scottish Government 
can put in place to prevent bars being hotspots for the spread of COVID-19. (S5F-
04266) 

6. Graham Simpson: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government's 
response is to reports that more than a third of culture and leisure trusts in Scotland 
may not be viable beyond six months. (S5F-04273) 

7. Pauline McNeill: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government's 

response is to reports of an increased number of evictions predicted for this autumn. 
(S5F-04272) 
 
Answers to these and all other questions taken by the First Minister can be found in 
the Official Report of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04259
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04260
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04261
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04262
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04266
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04266
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04273
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04272
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12736&i=115171
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Government initiated questions lodged on 12 August 2020 

S5W-31169 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the implementation and use of the Safety Huddle Template in care 
homes across Scotland. 

Written questions lodged on 12 August 2020 

S5W-31164 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how it will apply 
test and protect contact tracing for people who have unwittingly come into contact 
with someone who is infected with COVID-19 while "wild camping". 
S5W-31165 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government when its Population 
Taskforce last met, and whether it will provide an update on (a) that meeting and (b) 
progress made by the group since the beginning of 2020.  
S5W-31167 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government whether the work and 
remit of its Population Taskforce will be expanded due to the changing nature of 
work in the wake of COVID-19.  
S5W-31168 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government whether its Population 
Taskforce is now gathering additional information about (a) the potential to increase 
homeworking and (b) marketing the Highlands and Islands as a destination to live, 
work and study following the COVID-19 pandemic and the shift to remote working.  
S5W-31170 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
businesses in the (a) South Scotland region and (b) East Lothian constituency have 
had their applications to the Aquaculture Hardship Fund refused, and for what 
reasons. 
S5W-31174 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
a pipe or silver band cannot practise outside while social distancing under the 
current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-31175 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government when the 
COVID-19 restrictions on pipe and silver bands (a) practising and (b) performing will 
be lifted. 
S5W-31176 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government what meetings it 
has had with the pipe and silver band community regarding the easing of COVID-19 
restrictions. 
S5W-31177 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government when housing 
association offices will reopen.  
S5W-31178 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government how many calls 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service has received since 1 March 2020 specifically in 
relation to home visits or visits to care homes. 
S5W-31179 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government what data it has 
on the number of firefighters that have been (a) diagnosed with COVID-19 and (b) 
required to self-isolate. 
S5W-31180 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
recently retired (a) firefighters and (b) specialist fire and rescue staff have been 
asked to return to frontline duties to cover absences and other staff shortages. 
S5W-31185 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has given 
consideration to introducing an official form of ID for people who are exempt from 
wearing face coverings due to a medical condition. 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31169
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31164
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31165
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31167
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31168
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31170
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31174
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31175
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31176
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31177
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31178
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31179
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31180
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31185
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

