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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 14 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 14 August can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 14 August) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of the 
COVID-19 lockdown, how it will promote the development of secondary school 
pupils' mental health and wellbeing as part of the curriculum. 
 

S5W-30978  
 
John Swinney: The mental health and wellbeing of children and young people is a 
priority for the Scottish Government and schools play a key role in supporting 
positive mental health. To support education authorities and schools, the COVID-19 
Education Recovery Group published continuity in learning guidance on 5 June. The 
guidance recognised that there will be a need for increased support for mental health 
and wellbeing due to COVID-19 and provided tools and guidance to further 
strengthen support to children and young people. This is also reflected in the 
guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term in August 2020. 
 
Learning on positive mental health is delivered through Personal and Social 
Education (PSE) and can also be supported through whole school approaches to 
positive mental health and wellbeing. To support schools deliver learning in PSE, a 
resource for education practitioners has been published on the National 
Improvement Hub which collates all of the resources available to support children 
and young people’s mental health and wellbeing. This resource provides schools 
with a comprehensive package of information, resources and organisations which 
are freely available to support children and young people’s mental health and 
wellbeing.   
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has done of the (a) short-, (b) medium- and (c) long-
term implications to dentistry service as a result of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30913  
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Joe FitzPatrick: The government has been fully focused on containing the 
community spread of the virus during its response to the pandemic and a key part of 
this is within the dental setting. The delivery of dental services has been balanced 
since March between combatting COVID-19 and the oral health needs of patients in 
order to support those in need of urgent dental care and to protect both patients and 
dental teams from the virus.  
 
During the lockdown patients were able to be seen for urgent dental care in one of 
75 centres throughout Scotland. From 22 June dental practices began reopening 
and have followed a phased remobilisation plan expanding the list of treatments 
available to patients. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what protections, instructions or guidance it will issue to ensure that 
people who require the flu vaccine in 2020 will receive the vaccination safely if there 
is a second wave of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30906  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: NHS Boards are asked to follow the Public Health Scotland 
Infection Prevention and Control guidance in healthcare settings which is available 
online. 
 
We will also reassure the public that they will be vaccinated safely and that strict 
Infection Prevention and Control measures will be in place, as part of national 
invitation letters and our marketing campaign. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration is has given to widening the field of people who are 
eligible for the flu vaccination in 2020, and, if it proposes to do so, what the criteria 
will be. 
 

S5W-30905  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The seasonal flu vaccination programme helps to protect the most 
vulnerable and alleviate pressure on the NHS. This will be more important than ever 
this year, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
That is why this flu season, we are extending free eligibility to social care workers 
who provide direct care, household members of individuals who are shielding, all 
those aged 55 and over, and those aged 50-54 if vaccine supplies allow. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether, further to the answer to question S5W-30843 
by Humza Yousaf on 21 July 2020, it will publish the (a) review of health measures 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/a-to-z-of-topics/covid-19/infection-prevention-and-control-ipc-guidance-in-healthcare-settings/#title-container
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that has been carried out and (b) evidence that changed to enable Spain to be put 
onto the exemption list. 
 

S5W-30869  
 
Humza Yousaf: We continue to review the International Border Health regulations 
on a three-weekly basis. We have now concluded our latest review and Ministers 
have assessed that there remains a requirement for these regulations to remain in 
place. This decision was relayed to the Scottish Parliament on Monday 10 August 
via Government Initiated Question (GIQ). 
 
The data and the associated risk assessments behind the country specific 
exemptions come to us from Public Health England (PHE) and the Joint Biosecurity 
Centre (JBC). PHE and the JBC provide the same data to the UK Government, the 
Welsh Government and the Northern Ireland Executive. As this data is owned by the 
UK Government, we are not able to publish the analysis on specific countries and 
provide detail on why countries are or are not on the exemptions list. I have written to 
the UK Government asking them to make the data publicly available.  
 
We are continuously keeping countries under review and where there is clear 
evidence that it is safe to do so, we will add further countries to the exemption list. 
Likewise, if the evidence suggests an exempt country may provide increased risk, 
we will not hesitate to reinstate quarantine arrangements. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it will take to promote local food production 
following the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-30782  
 
Fergus Ewing: Through the Ambition 2030 Food & Drink Industry Strategy, 
launched in 2017 by the First Minister, the Scottish Government has been working in 
partnership with Scotland Food & Drink and key sectoral trade bodies to sell more 
fresh, quality Scottish produce to people in Scotland and the rest of the UK.  
 
With many food and drink businesses losing their traditional foodservice or export 
markets as result of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have supported Scotland Food & 
Drink to develop an online directory to help connect companies with consumers and 
other businesses throughout Scotland. Launched in May, the supportlocal.scot 
website has over 300 companies listed and it is expected that this directory will 
continue long term to help direct consumers and businesses to Scottish food and 
drink producers, wholesalers and foodservice companies. 
 
We have also asked all supermarkets in the UK to rise to the occasion in order to 
use their collective consumer reach to promote Scottish and capitalise on a golden 
opportunity to capture public imagination around the importance of supporting local 
producers. We are currently engaging with retailers on ways to help the food and 



4 

drink industry recover and grow with a focus on sourcing more Scottish produce and 
encouraging consumers to buy fresh, local produce. 
 
The Scotland Food & Drink partnership is also developing a COVID-19 recovery plan 
for the sector which will include specific actions to further stimulate local sourcing. 
Further detail will become available on this once the plan is finalised. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it will take in light of Scottish Renewables' call to unlock the 
benefits of shovel-ready renewable energy projects as part of the recovery to the 
COVID-19 crisis; what discussions it has had with the UK Government about 
progressing this, and what projects it has identified. 
 

S5W-30362  
 
Paul Wheelhouse: Renewable projects provide us with a major investment 
opportunity which can support a green economic recovery from the Covid-19 crisis. 
Ensuring that shovel ready projects are able to deliver quickly will also help us make 
progress towards our vital net zero commitment. We have identified that as of March 
2020, there was 1.3 GW of renewable generation capacity in construction, 7.7 GW of 
capacity awaiting construction (with planning permission or consent granted), and an 
additional 4.5 GW in the planning system.  
 
Along with Scottish Renewables, the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery has 
also highlighted the importance of renewable projects in Scotland’s response to 
Covid. Our response to its report, published on 5 August, laid out a wide range of 
actions that we will take to support a green recovery. This includes reviewing 
aspects of the planning process and examining the scope for changes to regulations 
in order to build capacity and deal more quickly with complex applications. It also 
details the funding available through a range of mechanisms to support green 
infrastructure, including the launch of our Green Investment Portfolio, which identifies 
£3 billion of investable projects over the coming three years.  
 
We continue to engage with the UK Government and other UK-wide institutions to 
ensure that, in areas where devolved and reserved powers interact, that they act to 
support our ambition. For example, we are working with Scotland’s energy network 
owners to ensure that we have a clear, evidence-based set of regulatory 
requirements for the development of those networks which will be essential to the 
connection and operation of shovel ready projects. We will also continue to engage 
with UK Government and Ofgem, the UK energy regulator, to ensure that these can 
be delivered.  
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Written questions lodged on 14 August 2020 

S5W-31203 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it has taken 
to (a) implement the repeal of the sections of schedule 6, part 2 of the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Act 2020 that sought to extend the deadlines for responding to FOI 
requests and reviews and (b) respond to FOI requests within 20 working days, and 
how many (i) FOI requests (A) were and (B) were not responded to within 20 working 
days during the period that these sections were in force, (ii) FOI requests it has not 
responded to within 20 working days in each of the last six months, (iii) requests for 
an FOI request internal review it is currently processing and (iv) FOI request appeals 
the Scottish Information Commissioner has received in the last six months as a 
result of a refusal or partial refusal by the Scottish Government to provide 
information to the public. 
S5W-31209 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of it currently 
being subject to enforcement action by the Scottish Information Commissioner, 
underpinned by an FOI improvement action plan, whether it will provide an update 
on which of the FOI targets and improvements in practice (a) are and (b) are not 
being met. 
S5W-31217 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers 
to questions S5O-04462 and S5O-04463 by Kate Forbes on 13 August 2020 (Official 
Report, c. 5), whether it will provide a breakdown of all additional funding that it has 
received from the UK Government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and how 
it has allocated this. 
S5W-31221 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
assistance is in place for the coach industry, and whether it plans to (a) review and 
(b) increase this. 
S5W-31222 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
indoor karting centres are categorised as indoor sports courts, in light of provisions 
for social distancing and ventilation being met. 
S5W-31225 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, what its response is to 
the proposals set out by the Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) Scotland 
at the recent event, Honk for Hope, which was organised to highlight the issues 
facing the coach sector.  
S5W-31226 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
dyslexia assessments were reportedly determined to be non-essential during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, and what action it is taking to resume these services as soon 
as possible. 
S5W-31227 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether courts will prioritise 
domestic violence cases as they reopen following the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-31229 Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an indicative timeline for resumption of (a) outdoor and (b) indoor pipe band 
practice. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31203
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31209
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31217
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31221
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31222
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31225
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31226
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31227
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31229
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

