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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 18 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 18 August can be found on page 7 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and oral answers relating to COVID-19 on 18 

August are included at page 6. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 18 August) 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
Gail Ross (Caithness and Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its plans are for setting out a statement of policy 
on food, in light of a Good Food Nation Bill no longer being introduced in the current 
parliamentary session. 
 

S5W-31244  
 

Fergus Ewing: We are beginning a process of developing a non-statutory statement 
of policy on food that will incorporate the experience gained in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, ongoing work under the umbrella of the Good Food Nation 
policy and, more widely, work such as the EU Farm to Fork Strategy and the UK 
Government’s National Food Strategy. The intention is that this work will be led by 
the Ministerial Working Group on Food to ensure that the cross cutting approach that 
is needed to take forward key aspects of national policy is in place. This work is in 
the initial stages and further details will be available in due course. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, provided appropriate social distancing rules 
are followed, what plans it has to review to 50-person limit on the number of people 
permitted to attend places of worship as part of the easing of the COVID-19 
lockdown measures to allow more people to attend in (a) rural communities that are 
primarily reliant on the size of their church congregation and (b) large-capacity 
buildings. 
 

S5W-30968  
 

Aileen Campbell: I recognise how difficult it has been for Scotland’s faith 
communities to be unable to come together in places of worship at this challenging 
time, and understand the important role of congregational worship in supporting 
spiritual wellbeing. We do not want any restrictions to last any longer than is 
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necessary but must ensure that people who enter places of worship to undertake 
congregational activities will be safe.  
 
Our guidance on safe capacities for places of worship reflects evolving scientific and 
health advice and has been developed in discussion with our faith communities and 
we will continue to work closely with our faith communities as we move towards fully 
reopening places of worship as soon as it is safe to do so.  
 
The 50 person limit will be reviewed on 20 August as part of our commitment to 
review restrictions every three weeks, as outlined in the Framework for Decision 
Making. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government on what basis it determined that the number 
of people who can attend places of worship for communal services and prayer 
should be limited to 50. 
 

S5W-31084  
 

Aileen Campbell: I recognise how difficult it has been for Scotland’s faith 
communities to be unable to come together in large groups within places of worship 
at this challenging time, and understand the important role of congregational worship 
in supporting spiritual wellbeing. We do not want restrictions to last any longer than 
is necessary but must ensure that people who enter places of worship to undertake 
congregational activities will be safe. 
 
Decisions about what restrictions to place on sectors or activities on our route out of 
lockdown have been guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision 
Making. We have sought to reduce broader health, economic and societal harm, but 
always with the necessity to suppress the virus. This has led to some difficult 
decisions about how best to balance the various harms. 
 
For many of our faith communities, places of worship are also community spaces 
where individuals meet to worship, pray and interact with others from across their 
congregation. To support this, places of worship are not caught by the same 
restrictions on household gatherings as, for example, hospitality settings such as 
pubs and restaurants. 
 
In order to limit the risk of transmission of the virus, we must take a cautious 
approach and ensure that the total number of people interacting with each other 
within places of worship remains at a manageable level. This is currently set at 50 
people at a time. Our guidance on safe capacities was developed in discussion with 
our faith communities and we will continue to work closely with them as we move 
towards fully reopening places of worship as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
The 50 person limit will be reviewed on 20 August as part of our commitment to 
review restrictions every three weeks, as outlined in the Framework for Decision 
Making. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what planning it has done to support businesses and employees to minimise any 
economic impact in the event of a second wave of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31052  
 

Fiona Hyslop: The COVID-19 pandemic has created an economic challenge on an 
unprecedented scale. The Scottish Government continues to take a holistic and 
inclusive approach to the mitigation of COVID-19’s economic impacts.  
 
We established an independent Advisory Group on Economic Recovery, and 
published a response and implementation plan on 5 August 2020. Our response 
focusses on protecting jobs and supporting business recovery and sustainable green 
growth. In addition to our ongoing analysis and modelling, we continue to press the 
UK Government for additional resources and necessary changes to the Fiscal 
Framework.  
 
Further economic policy measures, to support businesses and employees, will 
feature in the forthcoming Programme for Government as well as in our 
Infrastructure Investment Plan and our Climate Change Plan update. However, 
Scotland's established Zero-Covid approach remains the best way to address the 
risk of a second wave and the associated economic impacts. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether consortia travel arrangements, which allow pupils to travel to other schools 
to sit senior phase qualifications, will be permitted in the 2020-21 term. 
 

S5W-31022  
 

John Swinney: Scientific advice published by the Covid-19 Advisory Sub-Group on 
Education and Children’s Issues stated that dedicated school transport should be 
treated as an extension of the school estate. While the provision of school transport 
to enable pupils to travel to other schools as part of senior phase qualification 
courses may continue, local authorities should consider whether distancing is 
possible for secondary pupils or those in the senior phase, in circumstances where 
children attending different schools travel on the same vehicle. Schools and local 
authorities should carry out relevant risk assessments. Further advice for schools 
and local authorities is available in - Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance on 
preparing for the start of the new school term in August 2020. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it is taking to allow the safe reopening of gyms during Phase 3 of the easing of 
the COVID-19 lockdown, and by what date they will be allowed to reopen. 
 

S5W-30946  
 

Joe FitzPatrick: In collaboration with the sector we have been developing robust 
guidance and protocols that will allow necessary preparation for facilities to provide 
confidence for members and staff to return safely. We hope to publish that shortly. 
 
As it stands the indicative date for the reopening of indoor sport and leisure facilities 
is 14 September with physical distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place. 
The Scottish Government will continue to review the situation to see if earlier 
reopening is possible, with the intention to provide a further update on  
20 August 2020.  
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional resources it will make available to the NHS to ensure 
the safe distribution of the flu vaccine in 2020. 
 

S5W-30907  
 

Joe FitzPatrick: As part of their planning, NHS Boards have been asked to record 
and submit to Scottish Government additional delivery costs that they encounter in 
adapting immunisation programmes to meet Covid-19 requirements (e,g. physical 
distancing, PPE) and expanding to new eligible groups this season. Additional 
resources will be provided to Boards to meet these costs.    
 
Additional flu vaccine has been procured to meet increased uptake levels and 
provide sufficient stock to vaccinate newly eligible groups. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish details of the work that it is doing to support research into (a) a 
vaccine for and (b) the treatment and management of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-30865  
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to introduce an active travel commissioner watchdog, similar to that 
proposed for England. 
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S5W-30990  

 
Michael Matheson: There are no plans to introduce a similar body in Scotland. 
Delivery of our key active travel infrastructure investment programme, Places for 
Everyone, is managed by Sustrans. All bids to the programme are assessed in 
accordance with published criteria drafted in consultation with local authorities and 
agreed by Transport Scotland.  
New walking and cycling design guidance is being produced by Transport Scotland 
in collaboration with local authorities and Sustrans and an interim update will be 
published this year. 
Scotland’s first Active Nation Commissioner, Lee Craigie, was appointed in January 
2019 for a term of three years. The Commissioner is the national advocate for 
walking, cycling and wheeling in Scotland. Her role has a dual purpose, challenging 
local and central Government to deliver world class active travel infrastructure and 
inspiring us all to use it more it. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of an increased number of 
pedestrians and cyclists, what plans it has to work with Police Scotland to introduce 
an online reporting tool for road traffic incidents and offences, similar to the one used 
by the Metropolitan Police in London, in order to improve safety. 
 

S5W-31011  
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government remains committed to achieving our 
ultimate road safety vision of zero fatalities and a significant reduction in the number 
of serious injuries on our roads. We are continuing to liaise with a range of key 
stakeholders, including Police Scotland, as we develop our world-class road safety 
framework to 2030. Throughout the life of the framework we will be considering a 
whole range of measures which have the potential to further enhance the safety 
performance of Scotland’s road network. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 18 AUGUST 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following question were asked: 
 
1. Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports 
that 37 hospital patients were transferred to care homes after testing positive for 
COVID-19. (S5T-02313) 

2. Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the return of schools and the number of pupils and staff who have tested 
positive for COVID-19. (S5T-02318) 

Answers to these and all other topical questions taken can be found in the Official 
Report of proceedings here. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02313
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02318
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12745&i=115263
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Government Initiated Questions are initiated by the Scottish Government in 
order to facilitate the provision of information to the Parliament. 

Government initiated questions lodged on 18 August 2020 

S5W-31285 Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome of 
the most recent seven-day review of the Aberdeen City lockdown has concluded. 

Written questions lodged on 18 August 2020 

S5W-31224 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-31126 by Kevin Stewart on 14 August 2020, what additional 
support will be provided to (a) older and (b) vulnerable people to help them install 
interlinked fire alarms in all homes, particularly in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-31273 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when adult day care 
and respite services will fully reopen. 
S5W-31277 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when 
appropriate COVID-19 guidance regarding children's soft play centres will be 
published. 
S5W-31279 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason (a) the 
funding for nurseries during the lockdown is based on funded place income while the 
Transitional Support Fund is based on capacity, (b) it decided to use a variable 
benefit for nurseries to address overhead costs, in light of them being predominantly 
fixed in nature and (c) it provided a variable funding solution for nurseries biased 
towards funded places. 
S5W-31282 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason local 
authorities are not rolling out 1,140 hours of funded early learning and childcare in 
2020-21, in light of many private, voluntary and independent (PVI) settings reportedly 
having capacity to do this. 
S5W-31283 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason local 
authorities have to meet the cost of the provision of childcare during the lockdown for 
families of keyworkers, in light of this cost normally being met by the families 
themselves, and whether this approach has been funded from money previously 
allocated for the provision of 1,140 hours of funded early learning and childcare. 
S5W-31284 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the importance 
it places on the early learning and childcare sector, for what reason nurseries are not 
eligible for (a) the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund and (b) other grant funding to 
sustain them as businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31291 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30515 by John Swinney on 20 July 2020, how many of the 
25,000 laptops and tablets have been allocated to each local authority, and how the 
allocation was calculated.  
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31285
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31224
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31273
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31277
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31279
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31282
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31283
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31284
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31291
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Searching for questions and motions 

 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

