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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 19 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 19 August can be found on page 11 of this 
document. 
 
There were no oral questions on 19 August. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 19 August) 
 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Maureen Watt (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) (Scottish National 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome of the most recent seven-
day review of the Aberdeen City lockdown has concluded. 
 

S5W-31285  
 
Jeane Freeman: Regrettably it is not yet possible to lift any of the restrictions today 
as doing so risk all of the hard won progress that people in Aberdeen have made. 
 
Provided we continue to see a downward trend in case numbers – in the days ahead 
– we will allow non-licensed hospitality to reopen from next Wednesday, 26 August. 
This will be subject to compliance checks at those individual businesses. We will 
keep this under constant review. 
 
On 26 August, we will review the restrictions on licensed premises and provide a 
clear timetable for lifting the restrictions on those businesses and the other 
restrictions affecting travel, household numbers and visits to care homes. 
 
Our decision has been informed by the advice of the Grampian Incident 
Management Team (IMT), local clinical advice as well as our own Scottish 
Government clinical advice. We have taken into account all the evidence and data 
available and have benefited from a detailed discussion with local government 
colleagues. 
 
We will also confirm today that a new £1m grant support scheme – delivered by 
Aberdeen City Council - will be made available for businesses impacted by 
restrictions. The Scottish Government has been working with Aberdeen City Council 
to ensure we can get the fund up and running in the next day or so. 
 
This will provide grants of between £1,000 and £1,500 to those businesses most 
affected. The level of grants are relatively small to reflect the temporary nature of the 
disruption to business, to ensure proportionality with other COVID-19 business 
support schemes. 
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Given the wider implications of restrictions on sectors not required to close by the 
regulations - such as certain shops or businesses in the supply chain – the fund will 
include £100k of discretionary support for those businesses too. 
 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
bodies have received financial support from Creative Scotland during the COVID-19 
lockdown and, in light of reports that it is taking Creative Scotland the same length of 
time to process these grants as it did pre-pandemic, what action it can take to speed 
this up. 
 

S5W-31090  
 
Fiona Hyslop: All recipients of Creative Scotland funds are published at the 
following link on their website: https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/latest-
information/awards-listings 
 
As well as developing and delivering new funds at speed and with increased 
volumes of applications across its funds, Creative Scotland have largely delivered to 
the timescales in their published guidelines. For example, for the two phases of the 
new Bridging Bursaries (Arts and Screen) Creative Scotland estimate that around 
95% of applications were processed within the published timeline which stated that 
applicants would receive payments – decisions and in accounts - within 4 weeks. 
The new Open Fund operates to a 5 week timescale which allows an extra week for 
contracts to be exchanged compared with the 4 week timescale which applied to the 
old Open Project Fund. From April to July 2020 there were nearly 4 times more 
applications to the Broadcast Content Fund and over twice the number of 
applications for the Film Development and Production Funds compared to 2019.  
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
often Creative Scotland has met the trade unions representing workers in the cultural 
sector since the start of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-31091  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I am advised that staff at Creative Scotland have met with the trade 
unions representing workers in the cultural sector regularly since the start of the 
COVID-19 lockdown.  
 
I have asked the Chief Executive of Creative Scotland to respond to the Member on 
this question directly as the information requested is not held centrally. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/latest-information/awards-listings
https://www.creativescotland.com/funding/latest-information/awards-listings
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
Creative Scotland has supported the arts during the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-31089 
 
Fiona Hyslop: From the outset of the pandemic Creative Scotland acted swiftly in 
putting measures in place to support the sector. 
 
Creative Scotland honoured the existing funding agreements with the cohort of 121 
Regularly Funded Organisations with whom they already had a funding relationship. 
 
They designed and introduced the Bridging Bursary programme which delivered 
more than £4.3m in emergency funding support to people working in the culture 
sector (supported by Scottish Government, the National Lottery and the Freelands 
Foundation). 
 
Creative Scotland also adapted £8.5m of existing funds to continue to support the 
development of work by individuals, including the creation of new work, and Screen 
development. 
 
Creative Scotland also continue to work closely with the Scottish Government on the 
significant new funding recently announced from the Scottish Government, 
 
Developed in consultation with the Federation of Scottish Theatre and run by 
Creative Scotland, the Performing Arts Venue Relief Fund (£12.5 million) is 
specifically designed to deliver relief funding to the many performing arts venues 
across Scotland which are also registered charities and for whom public funding is 
already a significant contributor to their ongoing viability.  
 
Within a week of opening on 30 July, the Performing Arts Venue Relief Fund has 
already supported twenty regularly funded venues across Scotland. Those venues 
have received a total of £7.5m from the first strand of the fund. The remaining £5m is 
open to non-regularly funded organisations. 
 
On 10 July the Scottish Government also announced £2.2 million of support to 
grassroots music venues. This will be delivered by Creative Scotland. The scheme is 
currently being developed with advice from the Music Venue Trust.  
 
Further details of Creative Scotland’s support during the pandemic can be found on 
their website at the following link: https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-
do/latest-news/archive/2020/02/coronavirus-advice#cs-support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news/archive/2020/02/coronavirus-advice#cs-support
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news/archive/2020/02/coronavirus-advice#cs-support
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that the trade unions representing workers in the cultural sector are involved 
in decisions regarding the distribution of funding for that sector that has been 
allocated in response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31087  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Since the pandemic began, Scottish Government officials have 
spoken regularly to relevant trade unions, both directly and as part of wider meetings 
with the STUC. Trade union representatives have also been involved in meetings 
with particular sectors. This has enabled trade unions to contribute to decisions 
about support for the culture sector on an ongoing basis.  
 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many times the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture has met 
trade unions representing workers in the cultural sector since the start of the COVID-
19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-31086  
 
Fiona Hyslop: On 18 August, I met with representatives of the STUC, 
Prospect/Bectu, Equity, the Musicians' Union, the Scottish Artists Union, the National 
Union of Journalists, the Scottish Society of Playwrights and the Writers' Guild. 
 
Myself and the Minister for Fair Work have met with the STUC on a number of 
occasions to help manage the impacts of the Covid-19 crisis on workers and in 
workplaces, and affiliate unions representative of the cultural sector have 
participated in these meetings. From 11 March to 14 August, 20 of 37 meetings were 
chaired by myself. Over the summer period this engagement has been chaired by 
the Minister. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
ensures that the funding that it is providing in response to the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic is distributed fairly and that workers from the cultural sector who have 
been ineligible for funding to date are provided with appropriate support. 
 

S5W-31088  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Since the start of the pandemic, the Scottish Government has been 
working closely with a wide range of businesses, organisations and stakeholders, as 
well as with relevant trade unions, to identify where support is needed. We will 
continue with this engagement so that decisions about funding reflect the needs of 
the sector and the Scottish Government's commitment to fair work. 
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Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the work and remit of its Population Taskforce will be 
expanded due to the changing nature of work in the wake of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31167  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The full remit of the Ministerial Population Taskforce can be found 
within its terms of reference. The impact of COVID-19 will be an important element in 
the future work of the Population Taskforce. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the work and remit of its Population Taskforce will be 
expanded due to the changing nature of work in the wake of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31167  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The full remit of the Ministerial Population Taskforce can be found 
within its terms of reference. The impact of COVID-19 will be an important element in 
the future work of the Population Taskforce. 
 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its Population Taskforce is now gathering additional 
information about (a) the potential to increase homeworking and (b) marketing the 
Highlands and Islands as a destination to live, work and study following the COVID-
19 pandemic and the shift to remote working. 
 

S5W-31168  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government understands that since the outbreak of 
COVID-19, many businesses and organisations have put a lot of time and effort into 
supporting their staff to work remotely. This has seen some positive outcomes with 
some stating that they have had an increased ability to engage with partners due to 
online meetings becoming the norm. 
 
We know from the 2019 Office for National Statistics Annual Population Survey that 
working from home is at least twice as prevalent amongst those living in rural 
communities compared to urban communities. 
 
Through the implementation of the National Islands Plan we will ensure that 
infrastructure can support any increase in remote working and we have committed to 
display leadership in the public sector by demonstrating that jobs and careers 
progression can be successful on islands. 
 
Further to a recommendation at the Convention of the Highlands and Islands (COHI) 
meeting in October 2019, the Scottish Government agreed to undertake analysis to 
explore the benefits and challenges of workforce dispersal and remote working. In 
particular, to assess how future workforce dispersal policy could support the 
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repopulation of Scotland's rural and island communities. This work has been 
deferred as a result of COVID-19 resourcing pressures. 
 
The Scottish Government has continued to gather information on the various 
challenges facing our Highlands and Islands communities. Recently published 
research including the Scotland's Rural College's Case Studies of Islands and Rural 
Repopulation Initiatives provides strong examples of the positive outcomes of 
marketing areas as places to live, work and study. 
 
In addition to the Scottish examples such as the Rural Resettlement Fund launched 
by Argyll and Bute Council in October 2016, the Scottish Government is also 
considering International examples such as the Friederikshavn experience economy 
and Settlement Service in Denmark and from the Faroe Islands, the Vágur 
experience. 
 
The Brand Scotland programme aims to promote Scotland as an aspirational place 
to live, work and study, which includes promotion of rural and island areas. We 
remain committed to developing a Welcome to Scotland Resource, the creation of 
which is currently in progress and will attract and assist people moving to all parts of 
Scotland, including the Highlands and Islands. This resource will provide practical 
information to those thinking about or who have decided to live, work or study in 
Scotland. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of reports that some schools have withdrawn water fountain access because of 
concerns regarding COVID-19, what additional resources it is providing to (a) 
education authorities and (b) the managers of grant-aided schools to support them in 
meeting their statutory requirement to provide free drinking water on premises at all 
times. 
 

S5W-31210  
 
John Swinney: The provision of free drinking water is a key factor to support 
children’s health and wellbeing as they return to school. Since 2007, education 
authorities and managers of grant aided schools have been under a duty to ensure 
that free drinking water is available to pupils throughout the day. Although water 
machines are often a common feature in schools, the legislation does not require or 
expect the use of them, instead it provides the flexibility to offer free drinking water in 
a way that meets local needs and circumstances. Where one method of delivering 
water to pupils is no longer appropriate, either due to COVID-19 or other 
circumstances, we expect schools to adjust accordingly in order to continue to meet 
this duty whilst taking account of the latest health protection advice. 
 
To support Education Authorities and schools prepare for reopening the Scottish 
Government published guidance ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on preparing 
for the start of the new school term in August 2020’. The guidance also provided a 
reference to guidance produced by ASSIST (local authority catering and facilities 
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management representative body), which provides practical measures that schools 
can adopt to ensure the health and safety of children, young people and staff, 
including consideration of the use of hand sanitisers prior to using water machines.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason indoor equestrian events are not 
permitted to take place, and what plans it has to review this. 
 

S5W-30983  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: All sports and activities pose different challenges, which can impact 
on the timing of resumption of certain disciplines. 
 
As it stands the indicative date for the reopening of indoor sport and leisure facilities 
including indoor equestrian centres is Monday 14 September with physical 
distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place. The Scottish Government will 
continue to review the situation to see if earlier reopening is possible, with the 
intention to provide a further update on 20th August 2020. 
 
In collaboration with the sector, the Scottish Government have been developing 
robust guidance and protocols that will allow necessary preparation for facilities to 
provide confidence for members and staff to return safely. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when gyms will be allowed to reopen, and what 
specific scientific advice it has taken regarding their continued closure. 
 

S5W-30984  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We would like to see facilities like gyms, reopen as soon as 
possible. As it stands the indicative date for the reopening of indoor sport and leisure 
facilities including gyms is Monday 14 September with physical distancing and 
enhanced hygiene measures in place. The Scottish Government will continue to 
review the situation to see if earlier reopening is possible, with the intention to 
provide a further update on 20 August 2020. 
 
To judge whether and when restrictions can be eased, we consider a range of 
evidence on the progress of the pandemic in Scotland including what we know about 
the reproduction rate of the virus and data on the number of infectious cases. As we 
have taken decisions about what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out of 
lockdown, we have been guided by the principles set out in our Framework for 
Decision Making. In particular we have sought to reduce broader health, economic 
and societal harm, but always with the necessity to suppress the virus. This has led 
to some difficult timing decisions about how best to balance the various harms. Such 
decisions are necessarily more complex than simply comparing the viral 
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transmission risk of one sector or setting with another, as broader economic and 
social impacts and interdependencies are also taken into account. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many teeth extractions have taken place at each urgent dental 
care centre since the beginning of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-30985  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Across all urgent dental care centres there were 14,241 extractions 
from 20 March to 20 August. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when NHS and mixed dentists will be permitted to resume aerosol 
generating procedures. 
 

S5W-30986  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Chief Dental Officer (CDO) wrote to all dentists on 30 July 
confirming that from 17 August NHS dental practices will be able to re-introduce a 
range of aerosol generating procedures (AGPs). This move will be supported by the 
provision of enhanced PPE to dental practices which will require to be individually 
fitted to dental teams members to ensure they work effectively. 
 
This decision has been taken after carefully and thoroughly considering the balance 
between the overall risk of infection with the needs of patients to be seen by dentists. 
This limited introduction, with care prioritised for patients in need of urgent care, 
replicates the arrangements in place in urgent dental care centres. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is monitoring the procedures undertaken at dental hubs, in light 
of NHS dentists being prohibited from carrying out aerosol generating procedures 
 

S5W-30987  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Procedures provided in the Urgent Care Dental Centres are coded 
and submitted to Practitioner Services Division of National Services Scotland. This is 
in line with the normal system of monitoring for NHS dental services. 
 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the current waiting time is for people starting treatment with psychological 
therapies in the NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde area, and what impact COVID-19 
is having on this. 
 

S5W-31076 
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Clare Haughey: The latest published data for Psychological Therapy waiting times 
was released on 2 June 2020 and contains data up to 31 March 2020. For ease of 
reference NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde waiting times data is detailed below. 
Data for April to June 2020 data will be published on 1 September 2020 by Public 
Health Scotland. 
 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Psychological Waiting Times 
 

• In March 2020, 1,062 people started treatment (see Table 1). Of these 89.0% 
started treatment within the 18-week target, with a median wait of 2 weeks. 

• This is down from the performance during the same period last year, when 
1,368 people started treatment, with 93.1% starting treatment within 18 
weeks. However, the median wait was slightly higher then at 3 weeks. 

 
Table 1: Psychological Therapies Waiting Times for NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde, 
March (2019-2020) 

 March 2020 March 2019 Difference 

People seen 1,062 1,368 -306 

People seen within 18 weeks (%) 89.0 93.1 -4.1 

Average (median) weeks waited 2 3 -1 

 
Source:https://beta.isdscotland.org/media/4648/psychological-therapies-wt-june-
202020.xls 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when day care services for adults with learning disabilities, 
such as Garvald Edinburgh, will be allowed to reopen. 
 

S5W-31099  
 
Clare Haughey: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-30816 on  
6 August 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29355 by Jeane Freeman on 10 July 2020, 
how many COVID-19 tests have been carried out at the centres in (a) West 
Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll and Bute. 
 

S5W-30887  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29782 by Jeane Freeman on 10 July 2020, how 
many care home residents in (a) West Dunbartonshire and (b) Argyll and Bute have 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/media/4648/psychological-therapies-wt-june-202020.xls
https://beta.isdscotland.org/media/4648/psychological-therapies-wt-june-202020.xls
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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received COVID-19 tests since it announced the expansion of testing, whether they 
were symptomatic or not. 
 

S5W-30888  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 19 August 2020 

S5W-31241 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5T-02313 by Jeane Freeman on 18 August 2020 (Official Report, c. 3), 
how many patients have been discharged from hospital to a care home following a 
positive test for COVID-19 in each month since January 2020, also broken down by 
NHS board. 
S5W-31296 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-30727 by Kate Forbes on 13 August 2020, what information it has 
regarding how many business support grant applications have been (a) made to and 
(b) awarded by each local authority. 
S5W-31297 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-28481 by John Swinney on 17 April 2020, whether it will provide an 
update on when the review into coordinated support plans for children with additional 
needs will begin. 
S5W-31313 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether, under 
current COVID-19 guidance, indoor facilities such as changing rooms and toilets are 
accessible to people undertaking outdoor activities. 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31241
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31296
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31297
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31313
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

