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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 21 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 21 August can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 21 August) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support (a) it and (b) Creative Scotland has provided since the start of the 
COVID-19 lockdown to people who work as comedians. 
 

S5W-31093  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Comedy venues and those working in comedy have been eligible for 
Scottish Government support. Comedy businesses received support through the 
Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund and some venues that offer comedy as part of a 
wider programme, for example along with theatre and music, have also been 
supported. People who work in venues that offer comedy as part of their programme 
have received support through our freelance schemes Several recipients of Creative 
Scotland’s Bridging Bursary and Open Project Fund awards made reference to 
comedy as part of their application. Creative Scotland made 2,293 awards totalling 
£4.3m from the Bridging Bursaries (Arts, Creative & Screen). The Arts & Creative 
Bridging Bursaries ran from 30 March to 2 April and 20-25 April and the Screen 
Scotland Bridging Bursary ran from 30 March to 20 May. The Open Project Fund for 
Creative Development budget is £7.5m and as at 3 July Creative Scotland had 
received 247 applications from individuals with a total ask of £2.9m and 75 
applications from organisations, with a total ask of £1.4m. This fund remains open. 
 
We continue to work with the Independent Comedy Association to understand the 
challenges faced by the sector and to consider how best to provide support. 
 
The Scottish Government has made available £2.3 billion from the Business Support 
Fund to support those affected by the coronavirus. The £185 million fund for Small 
and Medium Sized Enterprises has supported many in the cultural industries across 
Scotland. This includes through the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund, the Pivotal 
Enterprise Resilience Fund and the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Enterprises 
Hardship Fund which are now closed. Further details of the Scottish Government’s 
Covid19 hardship and resilience awards including their geographical spread are 
provided in the following link: https://gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics/ 
 
 
 
 

https://gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics/
https://gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics/
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what measures are being taken to promote and ensure 
infection control among school pupils with learning difficulties as part of the return to 
full-time schooling. 
 

S5W-31245  
 
John Swinney: The Education Recovery Group has worked with key partners to 
develop guidance to help ensure a safe and welcoming return to school for children, 
young people and staff. This guidance is available here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-
new-school-term-august-2020/ 
 
The guidance sets out a suite of important mitigations that local authorities and 
schools have been asked to implement to minimise the risks of COVID-19 
transmission and infection. These include risk assessments, enhanced cleaning 
regimes, good hand and respiratory hygiene, ventilation, use of PPE where 
appropriate, continuous vigilance for symptoms, surveillance and testing and 
outbreak management.  
 
Schools and local authorities are best placed to determine how to apply these 
measures within their settings. They should do so in a way that prioritises the health, 
safety and wellbeing of children, young people and staff, and ensures that the risk 
mitigation measures are implemented effectively. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information it has on the types of COVID-19 antibody 
tests that it is currently using and where they are manufactured. 
 

S5W-30298 

Jeane Freeman: The NHS in Scotland is currently using COVID-19 antibody tests 
from the following companies. The table also includes details on where they are 
manufactured.  
 

Type of Test Where it is manufactured 

Diasorin Italy 

Abbott USA 

Roche USA 

Siemens Germany 

Euroimunne Germany 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the holding answer to question S5W-29031 by Jeane 
Freeman on 29 May 2020, when it will provide a substantive answer, and for what 
reason it has not provided this to date. 
 

S5W-30903  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the NHS Louisa Jordan hospital will open to patients, and which 
procedures will take place there. 
 

S5W-30909  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the monthly running costs are of the NHS Louisa Jordan hospital, 
also broken down by cost category. 
 

S5W-30910  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many staff are currently working at the NHS Louisa Jordan 
hospital; what their job titles are, and how many staff have worked there in each 
month since the building work was officially completed. 
 

S5W-30911  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will issue guidance on the appropriate use and hygiene requirements of 
face masks. 
 

S5W-30920  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for 
what reason it has not issued advice in response to reports that COVID-19 can infect 
through the eyes. 
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S5W-30921  

 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many recently retired (a) firefighters 
and (b) specialist fire and rescue staff have been asked to return to frontline duties to 
cover absences and other staff shortages. 
 

S5W-31180  
 
Ash Denham: Staffing issues such as decisions on the deployment of staff are 
operational matters for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS). 
 
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service undertook a variety of business continuity 
measures to ensure the maximum number of front-line staff were available. 
Specialist staff at Operational Control Rooms were identified as a priority area and 
10 retired staff were re-engaged as Control Firefighters. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what data it has on the number of 
firefighters that have been (a) diagnosed with COVID-19 and (b) required to self-
isolate. 
 

S5W-31179  
 
Ash Denham: Staffing issues, including absence management, are operational 
matters for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS). 
 
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service has however been providing the Scottish 
Government with regular updates on workforce absences throughout the pandemic, 
including those absent for reasons relating to COVID-19.  
 
These updates provide a snapshot of staff absences on the day they are submitted. 
 
At 14 August 2020, 29 (1%) wholetime firefighters, 22 (1%) RDS firefighters and 2 
(1%) control room staff were absent due to COVID-19. In addition, 24 (0.7%) 
wholetime firefighters, 21 (0.7%) RDS firefighters and 2 (1.1%) control room staff 
were self-isolating. 
.  
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Written questions lodged on 21 August 2020 

S5W-31336 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether its 
current COVID-19 guidelines preclude all professional football teams below the 
SPFL Premiership-level, including full-time clubs such as Heart of Midlothian, from 
participating in training and playing and, if so, (a) for what reason, (b) what 
discussions it has had with the (i) SPFL, (ii) SFA and (iii) other football governing 
bodies regarding this, (c) by what date these activities will be allowed to resume and 
(d) what its response is to reports of Scottish training facilities being used by teams 
from outwith the country while these restrictions are in place. 
S5W-31339 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government what criteria will be in 
place for holiday clubs that plan to open during the October 2020 school holidays. 
S5W-31340 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
is providing to hospitality venues regarding collecting contact details for COVID-19 
testing, including those whose patrons do not have a smartphone with which to scan 
a QR code. 
S5W-31341 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when Pilates 
instructors will be allowed to recommence 1:1 rehabilitative therapy sessions. 
S5W-31346 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what overall risk 
assessment was carried out on the potential impact of the policy decision that 
resulted in hospital patients who had tested positive for COVID-19 being discharged 
to care homes or to be cared for at their own homes, and whether it will publish this. 
S5W-31347 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what individual risk 
assessments were carried out before hospital patients who had tested (a) positive 
and (b) negative for COVID-19 were discharged to care homes or to be cared for at 
their own homes. 
S5W-31348 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS 
workers are being routinely tested for COVID-19 in the same way that professional 
footballers are. 
S5W-31349 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what consultation 
was conducted with assistive technology companies and others in the equipment 
supply chain prior to publication of its Framework for supporting people through 
Recovery and Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
S5W-31350 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether baby 
and toddler classes that adults have to attend are included in the indoor activities 
that can resume on 31 August 2020 and, if so, whether it will provide guidance 
regarding (a) restrictions on numbers and (b) the use of PPE. 
S5W-31351 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government how much has been 
made available for permanent active travel infrastructure in the 2020-21 Places for 
Everyone budget. 
S5W-31352 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish guidance on when community choirs can resume rehearsing. 
S5W-31353 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
introduce a reporting system to allow people to raise concerns about others breaking 
the quarantine rules. 
S5W-31354 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
(a) have confirmed via the COVID-19 shielding system’s SMS that they want priority 
supermarket delivery slots and (b) supermarkets have registered for priority slots via 
this service in each month since April 2020. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31336
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31339
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31340
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31341
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31346
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31347
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31348
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31349
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31350
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31351
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31352
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31353
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31354


6 

S5W-31355 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government whether local 
authorities can suspend consideration of major planning developments if community 
councils or tenants' and residents' associations are unable to participate in 
community consultations. 
S5W-31356 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance has 
been given to local authorities regarding public consultation on planning 
developments, while in-person meetings and exhibitions cannot presently take place. 
S5W-31357 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government what consultation it has 
had with community councils and tenants' and residents' associations regarding their 
ability to respond to statutory planning consultations while they are presently unable 
to meet in person. 
S5W-31358 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many positive 
results from tests for COVID-19 there were on each day between 26 July and 19 
August 2020, also expressed as a percentage of the total number of tests carried out 
in each NHS board area. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31355
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31356
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31357
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31358
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

