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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 25 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 25 August can be found on page 14 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and oral answers relating to COVID-19 on 25 

August are included at page 13. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 25 August) 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what meetings it has had with the pipe and 
silver band community regarding the easing of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-31176  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Scottish Government officials held discussions with the Royal 
Scottish Pipe Band Association on 29 July and 6 August. Jason Leitch, National 
Clinical Director, along with other Scottish Government officials held discussions with 
a representative of the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association (RSPBA) on 29 July 
2020 and officials met with that representative again on 6th August 2020. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason a pipe or silver band cannot 
practise outside while social distancing under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-31174  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The decisions announced on 20 August as part of updates to Phase 
3 of the route map allow such outdoor activities to re-commence from 24 August. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the COVID-19 restrictions on pipe 
and silver bands (a) practising and (b) performing will be lifted. 
 

S5W-31175  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Outdoor activities, including rehearsals and seated live events, are 
allowed to re-commence from 24 August in accordance with physical distancing and 
hygiene guidance for events – available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/ 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/
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 - and for performing arts, available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/ 
Professional band players only may now rehearse indoors following the performing 
arts guidance. There is an indicative date of 14 September for indoor performances 
to recommence and this, along with the continuing restrictions on non-professional 
playing indoors, will be reviewed next on 10 September. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether applications to its proposed Transition 
Training Fund will be restricted to those having worked in specific sectors and, if so, 
which ones. 
 

S5W-31265  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of upskilling 
and retraining individuals to mitigate the labour market challenges causes by  
Covid-19. As the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture announced 
on 16 July, we will bring forward proposals for a new transition training fund to help 
people develop the skills they need to enter into sectors or occupations where we 
are most confident of a strong recovery, high demand, or tangible job opportunities. 
 
 
Christine Grahame (Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale) (Scottish 
National Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
indicative timeline for resumption of (a) outdoor and (b) indoor pipe band practice. 
 

S5W-31229  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Outdoor activities, including rehearsals and seated live events, are 
allowed to re-commence from 24 August in accordance with physical distancing and 
hygiene guidance for events – available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/ 
 - and for performing arts, available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/ 
Professional band players only may now rehearse indoors following the performing 
arts guidance. The restrictions on non-professional playing indoors will be reviewed 
next on 10 September. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of its £50 million support package 
for youth unemployment will be ringfenced for rural communities. 
 

S5W-31267  
 
Fiona Hyslop: During the debate on 12 August I announced that the level of funding 
to support the Youth Guarantee would be increased by a further £10m to a total of 
£60m. The precise detail of this £60m cannot be finalised until we have the detail of 
the implementation plan being developed by Sandy Begbie, as well as fuller detail of 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-events-sector-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
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how DWP’s KickStart scheme will operate in Scotland. We will work with local 
authorities and other partners to ensure this investment supports local pressures and 
is directed towards the most vulnerable and this will include how we best support 
those in rural communities. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what additional support it will provide for (a) gyms and 
(b) other businesses that continue to be closed by the COVID-19 
lockdown regulations. 
 

S5W-31127 

Jamie Hepburn: For privately owned businesses, since the start of the Covid-19 
outbreak the Scottish Government has worked closely with the UK Government and 
private and public sector partners to develop a range of support mechanisms for 
businesses. Information on all available support for businesses can be found on Find 
BusinessSupport. The website is regularly updated with information on any new 
support packages or changes to existing ones.  
 
For publicly owned facilities, we are in discussions with COSLA on how we can best 
deploy further consequentials for local government and also to implement a lost 
income scheme to provide additional financial support for some of the lost income 
from sales, fees and charges similar to that which has been announced for councils 
in England. Details of the scheme are still being worked up and critically we are still 
awaiting further information from the UK Government on what funding we are 
allocated for the lost income scheme. 
 
The First Minister outlined in her statement on 20 August the date for the reopening 
of indoor sport and leisure facilities is 31 August with physical distancing and 
enhanced hygiene measures in place.  
 
The Scottish Government have produced new guidance for the opening of indoor 
sport and leisure facilities with physical distancing and hygiene measures. This new 
guidance, created in collaboration with the sport and leisure sector will provide staff 
and customers with the confidence that it’s safe to return. To view the guidance 
please visit the Scottish Government website. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what financial support is available to nightclubs that remain closed 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31144  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government fully recognises the value of nightclubs 
to Scotland’s night time economy, and acknowledges that their exclusion from the 
phase three route map update announcement will have been disappointing for the 
sector. However given the increased risk both of importing the virus and of 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice/
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-sport-and-leisure-facilities/
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transmission following our easing of restrictions during July, our focus is on ensuring 
continued suppression of the virus. 
 
Ministers appreciate the continuing difficulties that this will mean for nightclub owners 
and operators and we continue to explore what support we can give to businesses to 
both survive and to aid recovery. We have provided a package to support in excess 
of £2.3bn to businesses to support them through this pandemic and have been clear 
that we do not want any business to stay closed longer than is necessary and that 
we will move to reopen Scotland’s nightclubs as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to press the UK Government for additional 
funding, such as the continuation of the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, which 
will be crucial for the sector’s long term recovery.  
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S5O-
04462 and S5O-04463 by Kate Forbes on 13 August 2020 (Official Report, c. 5), 
whether it will provide a breakdown of all additional funding that it has received from 
the UK Government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and how it has 
allocated this. 
 

S5W-31217  
 
Kate Forbes: The UK Government confirmed on 24 July that the Scottish 
Government will receive a minimum of £6.5 billion of Covid-19 Barnett 
consequentials in 2020-21. This represented an increase of £800m more than 
previous estimates which had been provided by Treasury based on spending 
commitments in England. 
 
Even with this level of additional funding it is clear that Scottish Government is still 
facing considerable financial challenges in responding to the ongoing Heath and 
Economic impacts as result of the pandemic. Whilst the guarantee is welcome I 
remain frustrated that the proportionate and reasonable requests for additional fiscal 
flexibilities that I have been making and which Parliament has supported continue to 
be dismissed by the UK Government.  
 
The allocation of the first £3.6 billion of consequentials were detailed in the Summer 
Budget Revision published by the Scottish Government in May. I will provide further 
details on additional allocations in the Autumn Budget Revision, which I aim to 
publish in September and in the Spring Budget Revision later in January. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide details of the clinical advice and evidence that it 
has considered in relation to the closure of swimming pools. 
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S5W-31142 

Joe FitzPatrick: The reopening of indoor sport and leisure facilities such as 
swimming pools and gyms is 31 August with physical distancing and enhanced 
hygiene measures in place. The Scottish Government have produced new guidance 
for the opening of indoor sport and leisure facilities with physical distancing and 
hygiene measures. This new guidance, created in collaboration with the sport and 
leisure sector will provide staff and customers with the confidence that it’s safe to 
return. To view the guidance please visit the Scottish Government website. 
 
Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out of lockdown are 
guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision Making. Proposals 
are technically assessed using the best available evidence and analysis of their 
potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader society to 
minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be 
suppressed. This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health 
risks in different settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief 
Clinicians as appropriate. 
 
As well as this advice, we also need to weigh up the competing claims of different 
sectors of society such as schools reopening and their associated benefits to 
broader health and well-being, the economy and broader society. As you will be 
aware, the First Minister is undertaking reviews every three weeks, with the latest 
review and publication of our route was published on 20 August. This confirmed that 
the re-opening of gyms would be brought forward to 31 August. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the scientific advice that has 
informed its COVID-19 route map planning regarding gyms and indoor sports. 
 

S5W-31024  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out 
of lockdown are guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision 
Making. Proposals are technically assessed using the best available evidence and 
analysis of their potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader 
society to minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to 
be suppressed. This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health 
risks in different settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief 
Clinicians as appropriate. 
 
As well as this advice, we also need to weigh up the competing claims of different 
sectors of society such as schools reopening and their associated benefits to 
broader health and well-being, the economy and broader society. As you will be 
aware, the First Minister is undertaking reviews every three weeks, with the latest 
review and publication of our route was published on Thursday 20 August. This 
confirmed that the re-opening of gyms would be brought forward to 31 August. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-sport-and-leisure-facilities/
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Tom Mason (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it has plans to introduce or endorse social 
distancing badges or lanyards similar to those developed in Wales to support people 
who are at higher risk from COVID-19 to indicate to others that they need to maintain 
physical distancing in public places. 
 

S5W-30967  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on establishing COVID-19 testing centres at all 
airports. 
 

S5W-30953  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the scientific basis is for maintaining the restrictions on access to 
mobile complementary therapies that were imposed in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak, and by what date it expects these services will be able to resume. 
 

S5W-31189  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The clinical Professional Advisory Group advised that where close 
contact services are provided in a fixed premises it is possible for the service 
provider to maintain control of the environment, ensuring appropriate cleaning and 
other measures are in place to protect both workers and their customers. Work 
performed in customers’ homes carries additional risks that must be appropriately 
considered before mobile Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) services 
can resume. Further guidance is being developed to ensure that these services can 
recommence as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason indoor karting centres are categorised as 
indoor sports courts, in light of provisions for social distancing and ventilation being 
met. 
 

S5W-31222 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government define Karting both indoor and outdoor 
as a sporting activity which is recognised by the home nation sport’s councils. It is a 
recognised discipline within Motor Sports UK, who are the UK national governing 
body for motor sports. As such indoor circuits were closed as were all indoor sporting 
facilities. 
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The First Minister outlined in her statement on 20 August the date for the reopening 
of indoor sport and leisure facilities is 31 August with physical distancing and 
enhanced hygiene measures in place.  
 
The Scottish Government have also produced new guidance for the opening of 
indoor sport and leisure facilities with physical distancing and hygiene measures. 
This new guidance, created in collaboration with the sport and leisure sector will 
provide staff and customers with the confidence that it’s safe to return. To view the 
guidance please visit the Scottish Government website. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when indoor youth activities such as dance classes will be able to 
resume and what scientific advice underpins any ongoing restrictions. 
 

S5W-31193  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: As the First Minister outlined in her statement on 20 August 2020 
the date for the reopening of indoor sport and leisure facilities is 31 August with 
physical distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place. This will allow 
children under 12 to take part in all dancing activity with people older than 12 being 
able to take part in non-contact dance activity. The indicative date for contact 
dancing for all ages is 14 September. 
 
 
Keith Brown (Clackmannanshire and Dunblane) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when it expects the Scottish Bowel Screening 
programme to resume. 
 

S5W-31192  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Bowel screening colonoscopies have now resumed in all NHS 
Boards and work is underway by the Bowel Screening Programme Board to assess 
readiness to resume the Scottish Bowel Screening programme. New home testing 
kits will begin to be posted once NHS Scotland has caught up with screening 
colonoscopy appointments affected by the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
In the meantime, it is important for people to be aware of the symptoms or signs of 
bowel cancer, and to contact their GP if they have any concerns about these. Further 
information can be found on the NHS Inform website at 
https://www.nhsinform.scot/healthy-living/screening/bowel/bowel-screening. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether there are any restrictions currently preventing the removal of 
contraceptive implants and, if so, when these restrictions will be lifted. 
 

S5W-31048  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-sport-and-leisure-facilities/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/healthy-living/screening/bowel/bowel-screening
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Joe FitzPatrick: There are no specific restrictions in place preventing the removal of 
contraceptive implants, however sexual health services were necessarily limited to 
urgent and essential care only due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
As the removal of contraceptive implants requires a face to face consultation, this 
has not been routinely offered. As we move through the phases out of lockdown, 
however, services are in the process of resuming. Anyone wishing to access these 
services is advised to contact their local GP practice or sexual health service.  
 
In order to support the recovery and renewal of sexual health services, the Scottish 
Government, following discussions with the Scottish Health Protection Network, has 
committed to developing an Interim Sexual Health and Blood Borne Viruses 
Framework. This Interim Framework will take stock of the impacts of COVID-19 on 
sexual health, and will seek to address the additional challenges faced by services 
and realise opportunities to transform sexual health services into the future. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide a breakdown of how the capacity of 
each prison in Scotland has changed as a result of provisions made to ensure the 
safety of prisoners during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31160  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
There has been no change in the capacity of each establishment as a result of the 
provisions made to ensure the safety of prisoners during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
I would refer the member to the response provided to S5W-31159 on 25 August 
2020 which provides the occupancy level of each establishment for the past 12 
months. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to the Engender publication, Gender & Unpaid Work: the impact 
of COVID-19 on women’s caring roles. 
 

S5W-31097  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Christina McKelvie: The Scottish Government recognises that unpaid work in 
households and unpaid care is disproportionately carried out by women with impacts 
for women's participation in the labour market and public life. While this was the case 
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic we know that women have absorbed additional 
childcare as a result of school and nursery closures. 
 
I have committed to consider the recommendations set out in the report and respond 
to Engender. Once I have done so I will write to the member with a fuller response 
and a copy will be placed in the Parliament's Reference Centre (Bib number 61725). 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30952 by Christina 
McKelvie on 13 August 2020, whether it will provide further details of when the 
further guidance regarding mobile beauty salons will be published. 
 

S5W-31251  
 
Christina McKelvie: Guidelines for mobile close contact services are currently being 
developed in partnership with sectoral trade bodies, after which it will be analysed by 
health experts and specialists. While we are not yet able to provide a date for when 
this guidance will be published, we will seek to do so as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much support it has provided to the bus industry during COVID-19, broken 
down by (a) type and (b) purpose of funding; whether any of this funding was subject 
to meeting conditions, and, if so, whether it will publish a full account of what 
conditions were placed on such funding. 
 

S5W-30900 

Michael Matheson: To date, the Scottish Government has provided, or announced 
funding totalling £32.9 million of capital and £196.8 million of resource during the 
COVID-19 period to the bus industry through a number of programmes which are 
detailed in the following tables. Where available, the conditions placed on these 
funding streams are set out and the links provided.  
Funding provided: 
 

Name Type: 
Resource 
/ Capital 

Purpose Conditions 

National 
Concessionary 
Travel Scheme 

Resource 
- £39.4 
million 
paid 
between 2 

Reimbursing 
bus operators 
for journeys 
made under 
the National 

The conditions and reimbursement 
terms for the older and disabled 
people's scheme are in the legislation 
establishing it, in particular the National 
Bus Travel Concession Scheme for 
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March and 
27 July 
2020 

Concessionary 
Travel Scheme 
(NCTS) for 
older and 
disabled 
people and the 
Young 
People's 
Scheme for 
eligible holders 
of the Young 
Scot National 
Entitlement 
Card. 

Older and Disabled Persons (Scotland) 
Order 2006 (as amended) and the 
National Bus Travel Concession 
Scheme for Older and Disabled 
Persons (Eligible Persons and Eligible 
Services) (Scotland) Order 2006. 
 
The Young People's Scheme is a non-
statutory arrangement in which 
participating bus operators give eligible 
young people 1/3 off single fares and 
are reimbursed the difference. More 
details are at 
www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-
travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-
card/ 
 

Covid-19 
Support Grant 
(CSG) 

Resource 
- £41.6 
million 
paid 
between 2 
March and 
27 July 
2020 

Maintaining 
operators' 
funding at the 
levels forecast 
before Covid-
19 for National 
Concessionary 
Travel Scheme 
(NCTS) and 
Bus Service 
Operators' 
Grant (BSOG) 
in order to 
maintain 
essential bus 
services and 
support the 
future viability 
of bus 
operators. 
 

Information on CSG is published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant 
 
Participating bus operators sign up to 
conditions through grant agreements or 
public service contracts. 

Covid-19 
Support Grant 
- Restart 
(CSG-R) 

Resource 
- £52.8 
million 
paid 
between 
22 June 
and 27 
July 2020 

Additional 
funding to 
support the 
remobilisation 
of buses and 
increased 
service levels 
with physical 
distancing 
measures in 
place. 

Information on CSG-R is published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant 
 
Participating bus operators sign up to 
conditions through public service 
contracts. 
 

http://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-card/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-card/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/young-scot-national-entitlement-card/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/covid-19-support-grant
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Funding Announced 
 

Low Carbon 
Economy 
funding - 
Research and 
Development 
funding to 
Alexander 
Dennis Limited 

Capital - 
£5.0 
million 
expedited 
during 
COVID-19 
period of 
an overall 
£10.0 
million 
grant 
awarded 
by 
Scottish 
Enterprise 
(funded by 
Transport 
Scotland) 
in 2019. 
 

Supporting a 
£29 million 
ADL 
investment 
over 2 years 
centred on new 
technologies 
(including 
hydrogen), 
next generation 
battery 
powered 
vehicles; and 
high capacity, 
fast-loading 
vehicles. 

Subject to the normal Scottish 
Enterprise terms and conditions. 
 
The details of the grant were placed in 
the EU Transparency Register. 

Low Carbon 
Economy 
funding - 
Research and 
Development 
funding to 
Alexander 
Dennis Limited 

Capital - 
£73,000 
grant from 
Scottish 
Enterprise 
(funded by 
Transport 
Scotland) 

Supporting the 
development 
and testing of 
retrofitted on-
bus equipment 
and passenger 
protection from 
Covid-19 
infection, in 
turn to enable 
the carriage of 
more 
passengers on 
buses whilst 
physical 
distancing 
guidance in 
place. 
 

Subject to the normal Scottish 
Enterprise terms and conditions. 

Name Type: 
Resource / 

Capital 

Purpose Conditions 

Bus Priority 
Rapid 
Development 
Fund (BPRDF) 

Capital - 
£10.0 million 
in the 
financial 

To enable local 
authorities and 
the bus industry 
to implement 

The criteria are published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-
development-fund/ 

http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-development-fund/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-development-fund/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/bus-priority-rapid-development-fund/
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year 2020-
21 

temporary bus 
priority measures 

 

Bus Emissions 
Abatement 
Retrofit 
(BEAR) 
Scheme 
Phase 3 

Capital - 
£8.857 
million in the 
financial 
year 2020-
21 

Support bus 
operators to 
reduce nitrogen 
dioxide (NOx) 
and particulate 
matter (PM) 
emissions of 
existing fleet 
vehicles through 
the installation of 
accredited retrofit 
technology. 

Conditions for obtaining funding are 
published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/scottish-bus-
emission-abatement-retrofit-fund 
and www.lowemissionzones.scot 
 

Scottish Ultra-
Low Emission 
Bus Scheme 
(SULEBS) 

Capital - 
£9.0 million 
in the 
financial 
year 2020-
21 

To increase the 
number of ultra-
low emission 
buses on local 
registered bus 
services.  

The criteria are published at 
www.transport.gov.scot/public-
transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-
emission-bus-scheme/ 
 

Covid-19 
Support Grant 
- Restart 
(CSG-R) 

Resource - 
up to £63.0 
million 
available 
between 17 
August and 
8 November 
2020 

To continue 
support for bus 
operators with 
maintaining bus 
services from 17 
August until 8 
November with 
physical 
distancing 
measures in 
place. 
 

Information on CSG-R as provided 
in the table above. 

http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-bus-emission-abatement-retrofit-fund
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-bus-emission-abatement-retrofit-fund
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-bus-emission-abatement-retrofit-fund
http://www.lowemissionzones.scot/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-emission-bus-scheme/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-emission-bus-scheme/
http://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/scottish-ultra-low-emission-bus-scheme/
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 25 AUGUST 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 

1. Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the latest 
WHO guidance that young people over the age of 12 should wear a mask to help 
prevent transmission of COVID-19. (S5T-02332) 

 

2. Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on delayed discharge into care homes.  (S5T-02346) 
 

3. Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
ensure that patients have timely access to cancer services, and when cancer 
surgery will be restored to full capacity across all NHS boards. (S5T-02339) 
 

The answers to these questions taken can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02332
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02346
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02339
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12761&i=115399
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Written questions lodged on 25 August 2020 

S5W-31407 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the increase in respiratory infections and illness in the winter, how it will ensure that 
adequate COVID-19 testing is available in the coming months. 
S5W-31408 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
ensure that dental practices have access to sufficient and appropriate PPE. 
S5W-31410 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
recent update to its COVID-19 route map, whether organised children's parties in 
public venues such as sports centres and church halls will be allowed to resume 
from 31 August 2020. 
S5W-31411 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
children are allowed to interact outwith a set social bubble in large outdoor 
gatherings but unable to do so when at school. 
S5W-31414 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it will take 
to ensure that funding for the social care sector to meet costs related to COVID-19 
(a) reaches service users, (b) allows service users flexibility to manage care 
provision and (c) does not see care reduced during the pandemic. 
S5W-31415 Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide the scientific evidence that restricts distancing in bingo halls to two metres 
but to one metre in public houses and restaurants. 
S5W-31416 Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will provide 
to the Scottish venison sector to ensure that the market for it can recover from the 
impact of COVID-19. 
S5W-31420 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the COVID-19 scientific advice on faith-related education settings, and when it 
expects such settings, including Sunday schools and Quranic classes, to reopen. 
S5W-31421 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether its 
guidance to schools regarding the management of COVID-19 infection control states 
that schools must send a child home on the presentation of any symptoms of illness, 
irrespective of the symptoms being linked to COVID-19. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31407
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31408
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31410
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31411
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31414
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31415
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31416
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31420
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31421
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

