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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 27 August 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 27 August can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Portfolio Questions on 27 August are included on pages 7 and 8.  

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 27 August) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Graham Simpson (Central Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has conducted of the long-
term effect on the night-time economy of the ongoing closure of nightclubs and 
similar venues in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31324 

Jamie Hepburn: While there are no specific Scottish Government statistics for 
nightclubs or the night-time economy more widely (as it is a wide descriptive term 
that covers tourism, hospitality, transportation and cultural activities), we do 
recognise their importance to supporting a vibrant nightlife across Scotland, 
attracting visitors and supporting Scotland’s electronic dance music industry. 
 
The Scottish Government acknowledges the Night Time Industries Association 
Scotland’s (NTIAS) recent survey of its members (https://www.ntia.co.uk/financial-
armageddon-to-hit-scotlands-night-time-economy-with-83-of-businesses-set-to-
make-staff-redundant-in-a-matter-of-weeks/) which indicated the number of jobs 
potentially at risk and the survival rate for businesses. 
 
A SPICe spotlight from June 2020 (https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/06/16/scotlands-
night-time-economy-and-coronavirus-covid-19/#:~:text=The%20night-
time%20economy%20is%20an%20important%20driver%20of,%E2%80%93%20with
%20a%20heavy%20weighting%20towards%20the%20weekends.) examined the 
night-time economy, including challenges it faced both pre and post lockdown. It 
notes a figure of 550 nightclubs in Scotland, but focuses on the night-time economy 
more generally across Scotland’s four biggest cities, estimating that this sector, in its 
wider sense, employs 7-9% of all employment within these urban area. 
 
We fully recognise the need for support for this sector. As well as funding provided to 
businesses through our in excess of £2.3 billion financial package, from which 
NTIAS members have benefitted, we have also cautiously lifted restrictions on 
sectors where the evidence shows that it is safe to do so. While our latest route map 
Phase 3 update, published 20 August, excludes nightclubs at present due to the 
higher virus transmission risk, we will ensure that these businesses can reopen as 
soon as it is safe to do so. We also continue to push the UK Government for 

https://www.ntia.co.uk/financial-armageddon-to-hit-scotlands-night-time-economy-with-83-of-businesses-set-to-make-staff-redundant-in-a-matter-of-weeks/
https://www.ntia.co.uk/financial-armageddon-to-hit-scotlands-night-time-economy-with-83-of-businesses-set-to-make-staff-redundant-in-a-matter-of-weeks/
https://www.ntia.co.uk/financial-armageddon-to-hit-scotlands-night-time-economy-with-83-of-businesses-set-to-make-staff-redundant-in-a-matter-of-weeks/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/06/16/scotlands-night-time-economy-and-coronavirus-covid-19/#:~:text=The%20night-time%20economy%20is%20an%20important%20driver%20of,%E2%80%93%20with%20a%20heavy%20weighting%20towards%20the%20weekends.
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/06/16/scotlands-night-time-economy-and-coronavirus-covid-19/#:~:text=The%20night-time%20economy%20is%20an%20important%20driver%20of,%E2%80%93%20with%20a%20heavy%20weighting%20towards%20the%20weekends.
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/06/16/scotlands-night-time-economy-and-coronavirus-covid-19/#:~:text=The%20night-time%20economy%20is%20an%20important%20driver%20of,%E2%80%93%20with%20a%20heavy%20weighting%20towards%20the%20weekends.
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/06/16/scotlands-night-time-economy-and-coronavirus-covid-19/#:~:text=The%20night-time%20economy%20is%20an%20important%20driver%20of,%E2%80%93%20with%20a%20heavy%20weighting%20towards%20the%20weekends.
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additional support, especially a continuation of the furlough scheme, which they are 
set to withdraw in October, putting many jobs in this sector at risk. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the announcement on 30 July 2020 regarding the resumption 
of a limited range of aerosol-generating procedures, what (a) indicative dates it has 
set and (b) criteria it has published regarding the resumption of other the resumption 
of other dental treatments. 
 

S5W-31397  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government remains committed to providing the 
public with as much clarity as it can about the phased reintroduction of activities as 
part of the COVID 19 recovery plan. Significant work has been undertaken to better 
understand the nature and behaviour of dental aerosols once produced and how 
their risk of spreading respiratory viruses might be mitigated. The Scottish Dental 
Clinical Effectiveness Programme (SDCEP) is working with a high degree of urgency 
to analyse evidence from a wide range of international sources and in doing so 
provide recommendations that will enable the four UK chief dental officers to offer 
advice to Ministers on the next phases of remobilisation for dentistry. This will 
include advice on safely reintroducing a wider range of aerosol generating 
procedures (AGPs) for patients. 
 
To date, it has been possible to return a wide range of non-aerosol procedures, 
including oral cancer checks. From 17 August a limited range of AGPs have been 
permitted where they are necessary for the provision of urgent dental care. In this 
way we are phasing our approach to increasing dental services focussing on those 
patients with urgent dental problems. 
 
Whilst it is not yet possible to give indicative dates for the next phase of relaxation 
we assure the public that this will be implemented as soon as the scientific evidence 
is available to support any change. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether, under current COVID-19 guidance, indoor 
facilities such as changing rooms and toilets are accessible to people undertaking 
outdoor activities. 
 

S5W-31313 

Joe FitzPatrick: The use of changing rooms and showering facilities should be 
avoided where possible, although from the 31 August 2020 they may be made 
available for participants with disabilities or special needs or where required after an 
activity such as swimming. 
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Sports facility operators may open toilets for public use if they follow the guidelines 
outlined on the Scottish Government website Opening Public Toilets Guidelines. 
 
For detailed facility guidance including a checklist that covers use of changing 
rooms, showers and toilets visit Scottish Government Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
guidance on the opening of indoor and outdoor sport and leisure facilities. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will publish guidance regarding restarting day care services and support for older 
people who have been isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31018  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when indoor go-karting venues will be allowed to reopen to the public. 
 

S5W-31106  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The First Minister announced on 20 August that the reopening of 
indoor sport and leisure facilities such as indoor karting venues, is Monday 31 
August with physical distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place. 
 
The Scottish Government have produced new guidance for the opening of indoor 
sport and leisure facilities with physical distancing and hygiene measures. This new 
guidance, created in collaboration with the sport and leisure sector will provide staff 
and customers with the confidence that it’s safe to return. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what consultation it had with assistive 
technology companies and others prior to the publication of its paper, Framework for 
Supporting People through Recovery and Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-
19 Pandemic, and how these stakeholders will be involved with the National 
Advisory Board for Rehabilitation. 
 

S5O-04529  
 
Jeane Freeman: We have published the list of organisations who informed the 
consultation and this can be found in the Framework for supporting people through 
Recovery and Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic, which is 
available to read on the Scottish Government’s website. The National Advisory 
Board for Rehabilitation is to be determined and will be chaired by the Chief Allied 
Health Professions Officer and supported by the new Allied Health Professions 
Adviser. The Advisory Board will be formed to provide expert advice to Scottish 
Government and support leadership in NHS Boards, Integration Authorities, Local 
Government, Independent and Third Sector. We will be considering the role that 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-and-customer-toilets-guidance/pages/overview/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-sport-and-leisure-facilities
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-sport-and-leisure-facilities
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technologies will play in supporting rehabilitation and recovery and have already 
highlighted that we recognise that people affected by coronavirus (COVID-19) can 
benefit from providing care and support in different ways including online 
rehabilitation services. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason travellers from Estonia must submit to two 
weeks quarantine on entry to Scotland, in light of COVID-19 infection rates in that 
country reportedly being lower than in Scotland. 
 

S5W-31049  
 
Humza Yousaf: From the outset, we have adopted a public health focused 
approach to these border health measures. The data and evidence we receive to 
inform our decisions on these measures comes from the Public Health England and 
the Joint Biomedical Centre (JBC) via the UK Government. As this data is owned by 
the UK Government, we are not able to publish the analysis on specific countries 
and why countries are or are not the exemptions list. I have written to the UK 
Government asking them to make the data publicly available. 
 
Whilst we formally review these measures on a 21 day basis in Scotland, and our 
next review point is Monday 31 August, we are continuously keeping countries under 
review and where there is clear evidence that it is safe to do so, we will add further 
countries to the exemption list. You will be aware that this happened in the case of 
Estonia, who were added to our list of exempt countries on Tuesday 28 July. 
Likewise, if the evidence suggests an exempt country may provide an increased risk, 
we will not hesitate to reinstate quarantine arrangements. 
 
There is further guidance on the border health measures here; 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-health-checks-at-
borders/pages/overview/ 
 
 
Mike Rumbles (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will publish the evidence that it has taken into 
consideration when deciding to maintain quarantine arrangements for international 
travel, including potential "air corridors". 
 

S5W-30328  
 
Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government has based its decisions on evidence from 
Public Health England and prevalence measures from the UK Joint Biosecurity 
Centre. 
 
For both the UK and Scotland this is based on an assessment of risk by Public 
Health England, and the relative prevalence of Covid against other nations. The 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-health-checks-at-borders/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-health-checks-at-borders/pages/overview/
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evidence is shared with us but we do not own it and therefore we cannot publish it. I 
wrote to the Secretary of State for Transport 24 July asking the UK Government to 
publish the evidence. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, what financial support 
it is providing for wedding venues and wider wedding industry. 
 

S5W-31019  
 
Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of marriage 
and civil partnership to couples and to society more widely. Whilst our priority is 
public health, we know that the sector has been hit hard and we do not 
underestimate the crisis created by the pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to listen to concerns from businesses as we 
explore how to continue to help during this unprecedented economic crisis. Officials 
met with representatives from the Association of British Wedding Businesses on 4 
August 2020 to hear their concerns and we will consider next steps. 
 
Our total package of support now totals over £2.3 billion.  
Depending on the specific business type within the weddings sector, there have 
been a range of support mechanisms available. Businesses in this sector may have 
already been able to benefit from: 
 
• Rates relief 
• Associated grants of £10k or £25k. 
• £30 million Creative, Tourism & Hospitality Fund 
• £120 million Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund 
• Bounce back loan scheme 
• CoronaVirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme 
• Job Retention Scheme 
 
The Scottish Government will explore options for further support for sectors that that 
have not to date been able to access sufficient support, for whatever reason. This 
includes continuing to press the UK Government on this matter. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the wedding industry regarding the 
easing of the COVID-19 lockdown to avoid a wave of cancellations. 
 

S5W-31016  
 
Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of marriage 
and civil partnership to couples and to society more widely. Whilst our priority is 
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public health, we know that the sector has been hit hard and we do not 
underestimate the crisis created by the pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to listen to concerns from businesses as we 
explore how to continue to help during this unprecedented economic crisis. Officials 
met with representatives from the Association of British Wedding Businesses on 4 
August 2020 to hear their concerns and we will consider next steps. 
 
Our total package of support now totals over £2.3 billion. 
Depending on the specific business type within the weddings sector, there have 
been a range of support mechanisms available. Businesses in this sector may have 
already been able to benefit from: 
 
• Rates relief 
• Associated grants of £10k or £25k. 
• £30 million Creative, Tourism & Hospitality Fund 
• £120 million Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund 
• Bounce back loan scheme 
• CoronaVirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme 
• Job Retention Scheme 
 
The Scottish Government will explore options for further support for sectors that that 
have not to date been able to access sufficient support, for whatever reason. This 
includes continuing to press the UK Government on this matter. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 27 AUGUST 2020 

Portfolio Questions 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

2. Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what impact the COVID-19 
restrictions have had on the night-time economy. (S5O-04510) 

5. Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support it is 
offering SMEs in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and the lockdown. 
(S5O-04513) 

6. Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £97 million in UK 
Government consequentials announced on 5 July has been allocated as packages 
of support for the arts, culture and heritage sectors and when a decision will be 
made on allocation of the remaining funding. (S5O-04514) 

8. Jamie Halcro Johnston: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the regional economic impact of the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5O-04516) 

Education and Skills 

1. Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what further action it is taking 
to close the attainment gap in Dundee, in light of the challenges due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. (S5O-04517) 

2. Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government what assistance it is offering 
to local authorities to respond to COVID-19 outbreaks among young people in school 
estates. (S5O-04518) 

3. Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what funding it has allocated to 
local authorities to ensure that, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, schools will have 
adequate resources to keep pupils and staff safe. (S5O-04519) 

5. Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how the views of young 
people will be taken into account in decisions about schools over the next few 
months. (S5O-04521) 

7. Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the required social distancing measures in schools. (S5O-04523) 

8. Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government how many additional support 
teachers have been recruited in light of the impact of the lockdown on pupils' studies. 
(S5O-04524) 

Health and Sport 

1. Alison Harris: To ask the Scottish Government what progress it is making in 
meeting its commitment to carry out weekly COVID-19 tests on all care home 
workers. (S5O-04525) 

2. Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out 
of the physical and mental health impact of closing fitness facilities and services 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04526) 

3. James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to respond 
to the health inequalities arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04527) 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04510
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04513
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04514
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04516
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04517
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04518
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04519
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04521
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04523
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04524
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04525
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04526
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04527
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4. Peter Chapman: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason only one of 30 
bars in Aberdeen has reportedly been asked to provide its contact tracing list since 
the implementation of the local lockdown. (S5O-04528) 

5. Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government what consultation it had 
with assistive technology companies and others prior to the publication of its 
paper, Framework for Supporting People through Recovery and Rehabilitation during 
and after the COVID-19 Pandemic, and how these stakeholders will be involved with 
the National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation. (S5O-04529) 

6. Bill Bowman: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis the Drug Deaths 
Taskforce has made of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04530) 

 
Answers to these and all other Portfolio Questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04528
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04529
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04530
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12766&i=115453
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Written questions lodged on 27 August 2020 

S5W-31431 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government further to the 
comments by the First Minister on the wedding sector on 26 August 2020 (Official 
Report, c. 25), whether it will provide an update regarding the advice on the limit on 
the number of people who can attend a marriage ceremony or civil partnership 
registration. 
S5W-31441 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what its COVID-19 
guidance states regarding whether hand driers in public places can be used. 
S5W-31446 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
tests were carried out at the mobile testing units that were stationed in (a) 
Helensburgh on 27-28 July 2020 and (b) Dumbarton on 28 July to 2 August 2020. 
S5W-31447 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when it will provide 
permanent local COVID-19 testing facilities in the Dumbarton constituency. 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31431
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31441
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31446
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31447
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

