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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 07 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 7 September can be found on page 10 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 7 September) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what estimate it has made of the economic impact on low-risk hospitality 
businesses in Aberdeen remaining closed between 22 and 25 August 2020. 
 

S5W-31399 
 

Jamie Hepburn: We worked with the city’s Business Resilience Group and local 
partners to understand the impacts of local restrictions and how we might support 
affected businesses. 
 
That is why we confirmed last month that a new £1m grant support scheme – delivered 
by Aberdeen City Council – is available for businesses impacted by restrictions. This 
will provide grants of between £1,000 and £1,500 to those businesses most affected. 
Given the wider implications of restrictions on sectors not required to close by the 
regulations - such as certain shops or businesses in the supply chain – the fund will 
include £100k of discretionary support for those businesses too. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether baby and toddler classes that adults have to attend 
are included in the indoor activities that can resume on 31 August 2020 and, if so, 
whether it will provide guidance regarding (a) restrictions on numbers and (b) the use 
of PPE. 
 

S5W-31350 
 

Maree Todd: As set out in the Route Map, provisional guidance was published on  
1 September, for indoor activities and services for children and young people under 
18 that are not regulated. Subject to final HPS review, it will be updated within the next 
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week. This includes baby and toddler classes that adults have to attend. It sets out 
how services can restart safely, in line with all relevant guidance on physical distancing 
measures. A copy of the guidance can be found here –
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-
children/ 
 
The use of PPE is covered in the guidance published by the Scottish Government on 
24 August – “Staying safe and Protecting Others”. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that older people can access online services during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31379 
 

Ben Macpherson: We have set up the Connecting Scotland programme 
(https://connecting.scot/) which provides those that are digitally excluded and on a low 
income with a device, an internet connection and training and support. 
 
£5 million was invested in phase one of the programme to support 9000 individuals on 
a low income and clinically at risk from COVID-19. This included older people in the 
shielding category.  
 
The Programme for Government 2020-2021, published 1 September 2020, sets out 
how we are now committing an additional £23 million to help even more digitally 
excluded people and households with a digital and data safety net, providing them 
with a device and extending our previous offer of unlimited data and support and 
training from one year to two for everyone the programme has helped. 
 
We have invested £1.5 million in the Digital Participation Charter. The Charter Fund 
provides small grants (typically up to £10,000) to help a range of organisations tackle 
poverty, social isolation and other forms of inequality in society through embedding 
basic digital skills development work in day-to-day activity with their service users. 
There have been seven rounds since 2014 which have supported 189 local projects 
and will reach over 22,000 people to gain or improve their essential digital skills. The 
focus of the last 3 rounds has been older people and isolation.  
 
In partnership with the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations we have 
established a network of digital champions to provide peer learning and support for 
residents in housing associations and sheltered accommodation complexes offering 
tailored support by trusted volunteers. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
https://connecting.scot/
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
on what date security clearance was requested to allow Public Health Scotland 
officials to access the information required to carry out quarantine checks on people 
arriving from abroad. 
 

S5W-30534 
 

Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland (PHS) officials began working with the Home 
Office on 8 June to secure access to the data on individuals arriving in the UK and 
residing in Scotland during self-isolation. 
 
As the required security clearance allowing direct access to the Home Office database 
would take many weeks, and given the need to have the data as early as possible, 
PHS and Home Office agreed to develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
which enables the Home Office to provide data extracts to PHS in line with data 
protection requirements. 
 
The MoU was signed by PHS on 22 June and the Home Office on 24 June. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, for what reason it rejected the recommendations of the Incident 
Management Team that restrictions on movement (a) in and out of Aberdeen and (b) 
on visiting other households should be lifted on 22 August. 
 

S5W-31314 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our decision was based on the advice of the Grampian Incident 
Management Team (IMT), local clinical advice as well as our own Scottish 
Government clinical advice. We took into account all the evidence and data available 
as well as detailed discussions with local government colleagues. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, for what reason it rejected the recommendations of the Incident 
Management Team that hospitality premises in Aberdeen should be opened on a 
phased basis, with lower-risk settings opening on 22 August, and higher-risk settings 
on 26 August. 
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S5W-31315 

 
Jeane Freeman: Our decision was based on the advice of the Grampian Incident 
Management Team (IMT), local clinical advice as well as our own Scottish 
Government clinical advice. We took into account all the evidence and data available 
as well as detailed discussions with local government colleagues. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31285 by Jeane Freeman on 19 
August 2020, whether it will publish the recommendations of the Incident Management 
Team that were brought forward on 18 August in relation to statutory control measures 
in the city of Aberdeen. 
 

S5W-31316 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has discussed this with Grampian Health 
Board who advised that, as per current national guidance, it is expected that the IMT 
will determine the most appropriate format for incident reporting, after the incident is 
declared over and the incident investigation and management completed. IMT reports 
are sent for approval and endorsement to the relevant NHS Board meeting or a NHS 
Board Committee e.g. Clinical Governance Committee. The NHS Board will then 
decide who to share the report with. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what individual risk assessments were carried out before hospital patients who had 
tested (a) positive and (b) negative for COVID-19 were discharged to care homes or 
to be cared for at their own homes. 
 

S5W-31347 
 

Jeane Freeman: Individual risk assessments are a matter for the multi-disciplinary 
teams in hospitals to carry out. 
 
Our guidance has always been clear. At all times a thorough risk assessment should 
be undertaken prior to discharge to ensure that the care home is able to provide the 
care required e.g. if the individual requires to be isolated, that there is a suitable 
physical space and staff available for the delivery of care and support to an isolated 
resident. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
overall risk assessment was carried out on the potential impact of the policy decision 
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that resulted in hospital patients who had tested positive for COVID-19 being 
discharged to care homes or to be cared for at their own homes, and whether it will 
publish this. 
 

S5W-31346 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29511 on  
10 July 2020. All answers to Parliamentary Questions can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx.  
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason it imposed local lockdown restrictions in all of 
the Aberdeen City area, but in no other parts of the Aberdeen Travel to Work Area. 
 

S5W-31366 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government considered the recommendations and 
data from the Grampian IMT, local clinical advice, and our own Scottish Government 
clinical advice. It was clear from this that the area of greatest concern was Aberdeen 
City, and as such the most proportionate action was to focus measures in that area. 
There was concern regarding any spread to Aberdeenshire and this was carefully 
monitored by the Grampian IMT, who did not advise that any additional measures were 
required and our own clinical advice supported this.  
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many hospital admissions for COVID-19 have arisen from the cluster 
identified in Aberdeen City at the end of July 2020, and how many of the patients 
have been admitted to intensive care. 
 

S5W-31368 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has discussed this with Grampian Health 
Board who advised that given the total small number of COVID-19 inpatients in 
Grampian, this should be considered as personal identifiable information and 
therefore cannot be released. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many items of PPE have been provided to social care personal 
assistants and their employers in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31434 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: The supply of PPE is primarily the responsibility of social care 
providers themselves, and in the case of social care personal assistants, the 
responsibility of the person/people who employ them. However, given the immense 
pressure on normal supply chains due to COVID-19, the Scottish Government (via 
National Services Scotland (NSS)) has been providing top-up and emergency 
provision from the national stock to ensure that staff, unpaid carers, and social care 
personal assistants have the PPE they need.  
 
PPE from the national stock is currently being supplied through two routes:  

• Local PPE Hub(s) in every Health and Social Care Partnership area where 
providers, personal assistants and unpaid carers can access PPE if they cannot 
get it through their normal supply routes; and 

• A central PPE support centre through NSS dedicated to urgent need, that can 
be accessed in emergency situations and when Hubs are unable to meet need. 
 

As at August 31 2020, over 2.6 million items have been provided through these routes 
to social care personal assistants. This is over and above PPE that personal assistants 
or their employers have accessed through their normal supply routes. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to reported delays and bureaucracy that 
have been faced by retired GPs who have volunteered to help the NHS during the 
COVID-19 pandemic; whether it will investigate these delays, and how it will ensure 
that all retired GPs who wish to volunteer will be available to help deliver this year’s 
flu vaccination programme without undue delays. 
 

S5W-31424 
 

Jeane Freeman: In March 2020, the Scottish Government and NHS Education for 
Scotland (NES) launched the Health and Social Care Covid-19 Accelerated 
Recruitment Portal. The Portal has allowed returning professionals, including retired 
GPs and others with relevant skills and experience, to come forward and support 
health and social care services. 
 
Upon completion of NES pre-employment checks, portal registrants have been made 
available to Health Boards for deployment. At 31 August 2020, over 1,400 returning 
health professionals are available to Boards. NES have contacted candidates who 
have yet to be selected by Boards for deployment to affirm their continued interest. 
We remain prepared to utilise the Portal to mitigate future spikes in staffing demand. 
 
An interim review exercise has been conducted involving the Scottish Government, 
NES and NHS workforce planning colleagues to gather lessons learned since the 
Portal’s implementation; and to inform its future direction. 
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Health Boards and Integration Authorities are currently developing pan-NHS planning, 
with support from the Scottish Government, for the safe and effective delivery of this 
year’s flu vaccination programme. 
 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it will take to ensure that funding for the social care sector to meet costs 
related to COVID-19 (a) reaches service users, (b) allows service users flexibility to 
manage care provision and (c) does not see care reduced during the pandemic. 
 

S5W-31414 
 

Jeane Freeman: Local Authorities and Integration Authorities have statutory 
responsibility to ensure people receive care and support to meet their needs. During 
the coronavirus pandemic the Scottish Government has set up a process to ensure 
Integration Authorities receive funding for additional costs resulting from the pandemic. 
This funding will help deliver the local mobilisation plans that set out Integration Joint 
Boards’ response to the pandemic, in keeping with the principles for Social Care 
Sustainability Payments. These principles have also been extended until the end of 
November, with appropriate tapering arrangements agreed. 
COSLA sustainability principles https://www.cosla.gov.uk/news/may-2020/social-
care-sustainability-payments and guidance for commissioners 
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/15569/coslaguidanceforcommi
ssionedservices170420.pdf are in place to guide practice and the use of this funding 
to ensure people continue to receive high quality support. To date £100m additional 
funding has been committed.  
 
In addition, we worked with a number of partners to develop guidance: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-self-directed-
support/ to support more flexible use of social care provision. This includes, for 
example, switching to a different self-directed support option during the pandemic to 
achieve the best support possible in the circumstances. People’s support may look 
different as it has not always been possible to continue to provide the same type or 
level of support. Such unavoidable changes may include a reduction in workforce 
capacity due to workers self-isolating, shielding or being unwell, or many group-based 
supports running at greatly reduced capacity due to physical distancing measures. We 
expect Integration authorities to clearly communicate any changes.  
 
We are aware of some excellent, innovative practice in social care support during 
COVID-19, including explicit links to community support. We have however also been 
made aware of people’s support being stopped and poor communication. As part of 
work to remobilise services that have stopped and re-engage with the reform agenda, 
we are currently completing a piece of work to learn from practice during the pandemic. 
This will help to identify what kind of support would be helpful to enable positive 
innovation and practice to continue, and ensure people are well supported. 

https://www.cosla.gov.uk/news/may-2020/social-care-sustainability-payments
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/news/may-2020/social-care-sustainability-payments
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/15569/coslaguidanceforcommissionedservices170420.pdf
https://www.cosla.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/15569/coslaguidanceforcommissionedservices170420.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-self-directed-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-self-directed-support/


8 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it gave to imposing local lockdown restrictions in 
areas of Aberdeenshire at the same time as these were introduced in Aberdeen City, 
and which areas were considered. 
 

S5W-31367 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what prevalence of COVID-19 in Aberdeen was reported to ministers on 
(a) 19 and (b) 23 August 2020. 
 

S5W-31398 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government further to the comments by the First Minister on the wedding sector on 
26 August 2020 (Official Report, c. 25), whether it will provide an update regarding the 
advice on the limit on the number of people who can attend a marriage ceremony or 
civil partnership registration. 
 

S5W-31431 
 

Ash Denham: At present, we are advising that no more than 20 people should attend 
a marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration, provided they can be 
accommodated safely with physical distancing in the chosen venue. Receptions and 
celebratory events related to a marriage or civil partnership, along with any other 
celebratory events, remain subject to the restrictions on gatherings in the Health 
Protection Regulations and in guidance. These will be reviewed again on 10 
September. 
 
Our position will continue to be kept under careful review and we will continue to 
consider ways to permit marriage ceremonies and civil partnership registrations to take 
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place safely. Any further changes to the current limit on numbers will depend on public 
health advice. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport and Infrastructure 
 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
immediate steps it will take to ensure an energy efficient and climate driven economic 
recovery post COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31401 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 07 September 2020 

S5W-31570 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what role the National 
Partnership for Culture has had in allocating the £97 million in Barnett 
consequentials that arose in July 2020, which it has confirmed will be issued to the 
arts, culture and heritage sector. 
S5W-31585 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what impact 
domestic and foreign travel had on the COVID-19 clusters in Aberdeen in August 
2020 and Glasgow, West Dunbartonshire and East Renfrewshire in September; what 
action it took to deal with the impact of this domestic and foreign travel; whether it 
considers that the action it took was proportionate and, if so, what the reasons are 
for its position on this matter. 
S5W-31607 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance has been 
given to local authorities for monitoring Spaces for People schemes and the criteria 
for assessing whether measures can be made permanent. 
S5W-31608 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government which (a) local 
authorities and (b) other public bodies have not yet completed the implementation of 
Spaces for People schemes.  
S5W-31609 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it has 
taken against councils and other public bodies that have delayed the implementation 
of Spaces for People schemes.  
S5W-31610 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects all 
Spaces for People schemes to be completed.  
S5W-31620 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
assistance can be given to small businesses that rent out accommodation but whose 
income has stopped due to the COVID-19 restrictions.  
S5W-31621 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how it is supporting 
business owners whose business practice does not meet the criteria set for (a) 
government and (b) local authority business support. 
S5W-31631 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
anticipated increase in uptake as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, what guidance 
it has issued to GPs for managing demand for influenza vaccinations. 
S5W-31633 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
making the same type of interest-free loan that it has provided to the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe available to other cultural venues or events and, if so, whether it will 
provide further information regarding this. 
S5W-31634 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of COVID-19 on people living with blood cancers being able 
to make informed choices regarding their long-term care and treatment. 
S5W-31640 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how the National 
Cancer Recovery Plan will address the needs of people living with blood cancers, 
given their higher risk of COVID-19 infection. 
S5W-31641 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether COVID-
19 interim treatment policies will be funded until the end of the 2020-21 financial 
year. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31570
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31585
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31607
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31608
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31609
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31610
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31620
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31621
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31631
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31633
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31634
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31640
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31641
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S5W-31642 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of COVID-19 on people living with blood cancers being able 
to access innovative medicines as a result of the pause to clinical trials. 
S5W-31644 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with local authorities regarding extending the period after which taxi vehicles 
are required to be replaced, in light of the reported increased financial impact of 
COVID-19 on taxi operators. 
S5W-31645 Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many grants 
have been approved through the Coronavirus Support Scheme for Self-Catering 
Businesses administered by VisitScotland, and how many appeals in relation to the 
scheme have been upheld. 
S5W-31646 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-30555 by Joe FitzPatrick on 30 July 2020, when it now 
expects to publish the Draft Framework for Recovery and Rehabilitation for people 
recovering from COVID-19 and to build resilience in the population against future 
pandemics. 
S5W-31647 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on discussions with the licensed trade sector regarding the development 
of more nuanced guidance for music in restaurants and hospitality settings. 
S5W-31650 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason COVID-
19 restrictions in Glasgow do not extend to the hospitality sector.  
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31642
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31644
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31645
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31646
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31647
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31650
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

