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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 8 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 8 September can be found on pages 9 and 10 of 
this document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions relating to COVID-19 on 8 September are included 

at page 8. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 8 September) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the COVID-19 scientific advice on faith-related education 
settings, and when it expects such settings, including Sunday schools and Quranic 
classes, to reopen. 

S5W-31420  
 
Aileen Campbell: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what targeted financial support it will provide to 
support cleaning, maintenance and other supply chain businesses that have 
been impacted by the continued closure of non-essential offices. 

S5W-31497 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government has provided £2.3 billion in packages to 
support businesses through the Covid-19 pandemic, alongside the UK Government 
support to furloughed staff via the Job Retention Scheme. This includes the 
Coronavirus Business Support fund which has awarded over 89,000 grants valuing 
over £998 million.  
 
Information on all available support for businesses can be found on Find 
BusinessSupport. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of the recent update to its COVID-19 route map, 
whether organised children's parties in public venues such as sports centres and 
church halls will be allowed to resume from 31 August 2020. 
 

S5W-31410 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice/
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice/
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Maree Todd: As set out in the Route Map, indoor sport and leisure facilities, 
including sport centres, can open from 31 August following the published guidance 
for the opening of indoor and outdoor sport and leisure facilities. Guidance is also 
available from 31 August for indoor activities and services for children and young 
people that are not regulated. It sets out how services can restart safely, in line with 
all relevant guidance on physical distancing measures. 
 
Following the 27 August amendment to coronavirus restrictions, organised children’s 
parties in public venues are allowed to resume only where the party is organised by 
the person responsible for that venue and they follow all relevant guidance. Parties 
in private settings, such as homes, are restricted for all ages. A party is defined as a 
social gathering where 16 or more people, who are members of more than one 
household, are present together in a place. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there is any funding remaining from the (a) Small Business Grant and (b) 
Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant scheme since its closure to new applications on 
10 July 2020 and, if so, where it plans to spend any remaining funding. 

S5W-31463  
 
Kate Forbes: As at 4 August 2020, over 106,500 applications had been made for 
the Small Business Grant Scheme and the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant 
Scheme across Scotland. Of these applications, over 89,000 grants valuing over 
£998 million have been awarded. 
 
Local authorities continue to process outstanding applications, and therefore final 
figures of expenditure are not yet available. The Scottish Government is committed 
to ensuring that every penny received from the UK Government for business support 
will be passed on directly to businesses and the early closure of the scheme was 
intended to ensure that any remaining resources from the grant schemes can be re-
directed to help business as we have already done for the Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund and other hardship funds. 
 
Our package of support measures worth over £2.3 billion is tailored to the particular 
needs of the Scottish economy, and we continue to listen to businesses to 
understand their needs and explore means through which to provide support and 
rectify the gaps where possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the increase in respiratory infections and illness in the winter, 
how it will ensure that adequate COVID-19 testing is available in the coming months. 
 

S5W-31407  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-sport-and-leisure-facilities/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has called on the UK Government to exempt the NHS 
Scotland Coronavirus Life Assurance Scheme from the capital rules for reserved 
social security benefit entitlement. 
 

S5W-31453  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31452 on  
8 September 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding the 
impact of the NHS Scotland Coronavirus Life Assurance Scheme on reserved social 
security benefit entitlement. 
 

S5W-31452  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is clear that the £60,000 lump sum made 
available through the NHS Scotland Coronavirus Life Assurance Scheme 2020, 
should not be taxed or treated as capital for the purpose of determining reserved 
benefit entitlement. This is precisely because the objective of this benefit is to 
provide financial security for the dependents and next of kin at a time of need. 
 
The Scottish Government has been engaging extensively with HM Revenue and 
Customs in respect of its position that the £60,000 Death in Service payment should 
not be taxable for the purpose of determining reserved benefit entitlement and is 
awaiting a response. We expect to hear from HM Revenue and Customs by the end 
of September, by which time we will provide further guidance. 
 
The Scottish Government have also approached the Department for Work and 
Pensions to discuss capital disregard being applied to compensation payments 
under NHS Scotland Coronavirus Life Assurance Scheme 2020. We are yet to 
receive a response to this request. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its COVID-19 guidance states regarding whether hand 
driers in public places can be used. 
 

S5W-31441  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government published the Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
opening public and customer toilets guidance on 27 June 2020. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-and-customer-toilets-
guidance/pages/hygiene-measures/ 
 
The guidance was developed in consultation with the Health Protection Scotland 
National COVID response team. It states that as part of hygiene measures hand-
drying facilities should be provided – either paper towels with appropriate and 
frequent waste disposal or electric hand dryers. 
 
We are committed to keeping the guidance under constant review and it will be 
updated based on the latest advice from the Health Protection Scotland National 
COVID response team. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will ensure that dental practices have access to sufficient and 
appropriate PPE. 
 

S5W-31408  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We’ve worked with NHS Scotland procurement teams to ensure a 
robust and sustainable supply of PPE is available to NHS dental practices including 
the supply of 15 million pieces of PPE and 850,000 FFP3 respirators to support 
Scotland’s dental community. 
 
Each Board has a proactive rolling programme of fit-testing for FFP3 masks 
underway with every practice requiring a fit test for the dental team. Critically, the 
PPE – supplied free of charge by our NHS – enables dentists to carry out urgent and 
emergency care while ensuring the safety of patients, dentists, and all dental staff. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the figures for the number of hospital patients with COVID-19 on 25 August 
2020, which state that there were 767 such patients in the UK, and 257 patients in 
Scotland, for what reason the figure for Scotland is disproportionately high for its 
population. 

S5W-31464  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are aware that our hospitalisation figures include people who 
may remain in hospital for other reasons, but may no longer be suffering from Covid. 
We have been working with NHS Boards to identify a more meaningful public 
measure for this point in the pandemic, which can be extracted from their information 
systems daily, and that more clearly focuses on hospital inpatients with a recent 
positive COVID-19 test. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what support it will provide to the Scottish venison 
sector to ensure that the market for it can recover from the impact of COVID-19. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-and-customer-toilets-guidance/pages/hygiene-measures/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-public-and-customer-toilets-guidance/pages/hygiene-measures/
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S5W-31416  

 
Fergus Ewing: Support for the venison sector is being considered as part of wider 
recovery planning for Scotland’s farming, fishing, food and drink sector in response 
to Covid and Brexit. The Scottish Government continues to support our national 
venison strategy and we have provided project funding towards a better 
understanding of the market for Scottish venison. We have also, along with Food 
Standards Scotland, funded research into wild deer health which is due to be 
published in the next few months. 
 
I was pleased to support Scottish Venison Day on 4 September, an initiative 
designed to promote, strengthen and celebrate the importance of Scottish venison 
as a local food product. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
financial support it plans to offer to mobile makeup artists, in light of its current 
guidance not permitting them to return to work. 
 

S5W-31400  
 
Christina McKelvie: We recognise that this is a difficult time for mobile therapists, 
and that there are currently significant challenges facing self-employed professionals 
in this trade. However, our primary driver is safeguarding public health and wellbeing 
and preventing transmission of the virus. We are currently developing guidance in 
partnership with sectoral trade bodies and health specialists to support mobile close 
contact services to return to work as soon as it is safe to do so.  
 
Self-employed professionals whose businesses have been adversely affected by 
COVID-19 may be able to obtain support through the Self-Employed Income Support 
Scheme (SEISS) or through Universal Credit. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking in 
response to any social isolation among older people following the COVID-19 
lockdown. 
 

S5W-31381  
 
Christina McKelvie: We know that older people in Scotland have been at an 
increased risk of social isolation and loneliness because of the necessary restrictions 
that were put in place to control transmission of the virus and save lives. 
 
In our initial response to the pandemic, our £350 million Supporting Communities 
Fund directly assisted organisations providing immediate support to people and 
communities. This funding supported many organisations to increase the capacity of 
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helplines, many of which offer friendship as well as advice. This included investment 
in Age Scotland who received over £870,000, as well as Hourglass and Befriending 
Networks Scotland. 
 
Furthermore, the initial £5 million ‘Connecting Scotland’ project has enabled 9,000 
people, including people clinically at risk or on low incomes, to get online with 
dedicated training and support. This is supporting people who are digitally excluded 
to connect with friends and family. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to meet with both the Social Isolation and 
Loneliness National Implementation Group and the Older People’s Strategic Action 
Forum and members of these groups have fed into our overall response, as well as 
supporting the work of the newly established Social Renewal Advisory Board which 
is informing the Government’s response to ‘building back’ stronger and fairer. Older 
people have been highlighted as a priority group to ensure their needs and 
experiences inform this work. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
ensure that older people will be better supported if there are further COVID-19 
lockdowns. 
 

S5W-31378  
 
Christina McKelvie: We know that older people have been adversely affected by 
restrictions put in place to combat the spread of the coronavirus and have put in 
place a range of support for them. 
 
Through our Immediate Priorities Fund, we have provided over £870,000 to Age 
Scotland to increase the Helpline capacity to support older people with a range of 
issues, advice and friendship. This funding means that additional capacity for this 
vital lifeline will remain in place until October. Total funding for members of the Older 
People’s Strategic Action Forum is now over £1.16 million. 
 
We have published guidance on the support available to help people overcome the 
challenges in accessing and affording food and other essentials during this crisis. 
We have also provided information on other sources of support available to protect 
the wellbeing of people affected by virus.  
 
For individuals who are unable to access or afford food and who cannot get the help 
they need from family, friends or neighbours, they are encouraged to call the national 
assistance helpline. The free helpline number is 0800 111 4000, or via a textphone 
on 0800 111 4114. The helpline is open Monday to Friday, from 9am to 5pm. 
 
As part of our £350 million Communities Fund, £30 million from the Food Fund was 
provided to local authorities for the period April to end June to lead a locally 
coordinated response to support those at risk, drawing on third sector and volunteer 
resources. Of this, £15 million was notionally allocated for the Non-Shielded at Risk 
group, which included people over 70.  
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In addition, we are also investing £10 million from the Food Fund in critical third 
sector and community responses and have more than doubled our investment in the 
Scottish Welfare Fund to £77.5m, which can provide crisis grants to those facing a 
disaster or emergency situation. 
 
On the 16 June, the First Minister announced additional funding of £27.6 million to 
local authorities to continue support offered to help people to access food during the 
Coronavirus crisis. This includes £15 million for continued support for groups at risk 
until the end of September. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 8 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Topical Questions 
 
The following COVID-19 related questions were asked: 
 

1. Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the 
recent rise in COVID-19 cases to a level not seen since May 2020. (S5T-02368) 

2. Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government how it will respond to reports from 
school leaders that they are facing "excessive" and "unsustainable" workloads. (S5T-
02364) 
 

The answers to all Topical questions taken can be found in the Official Report of 
proceedings here. 

 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02368
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02364
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02364
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12799
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Government initiated questions lodged on 8 September 2020 

S5W-31666 Linda Fabiani: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to support childminders who have been unable to access financial support through 
current support schemes. 

Written questions lodged on 8 September 2020 

S5W-31654 Andy Wightman: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
applications, (b) offers and (c) loans have been made through the Private Rent 
Sector Landlord COVID-19 Loan Scheme. 
S5W-31655 Andy Wightman: To ask the Scottish Government how much has been 
paid out in loans to date through the Private Rent Sector Landlord COVID-19 Loan 
Scheme, also broken down by local authority. 
S5W-31656 Andy Wightman: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown of how many applications to the Private Rent Sector Landlord 
COVID-19 Loan Scheme have cited (a) tenants facing difficulty in paying rent and (b) 
inability to find a new tenant as a reason for loss of rental income. 
S5W-31658 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, what work is being done to expedite provision for the flu 
vaccination (a) for the most vulnerable people and (b) beyond current entitlements.  
S5W-31659 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will implement 
the accessible home testing kit trial recommendations suggested by the Department 
for Health and Social Care, including introducing steps that will make these more 
accessible for blind and partially-sighted people, such as assisted home testing and 
pre-registered kits. 
S5W-31660 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has taken to 
include (a) blind and partially-sighted and (b) other disabled people in testing the 
accessibility of the proximity tracing that app that it plans to launch. 
S5W-31661 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
providing for mental health services and charities that are required to provide vital 
assistance to people virtually as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31662 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking 
to ensure that there is not a long-term crisis in mental health service provision 
following the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31664 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when it plans to reopen 
NHS pain clinic services to allow for people with chronic pain to resume treatment. 
S5W-31667 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
concerns that its plans for chronic pain services announced in the 2020-21 
Programme for Government, which refer to building “on the value of [the] self-
management” of such conditions and reducing “long-term reliance on specialist 
services and treatments”, might lead to a reduction in services, and how this 
approach could impact on people who have not had access to specialist clinics since 
the start of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-31668 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what the required 
standard of PPE has been in relation to protecting (a) NHS and (b) local authority 
staff during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-31669 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government which companies have 
supplied PPE to (a) the NHS and (b) local authorities during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
broken down by (i) volume, (ii) value and (iii) origin of the items. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31666
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31654
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31655
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31656
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31658
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31659
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31660
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31661
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31662
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31664
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31667
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31668
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31669
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S5W-31670 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what checks it makes 
of the standard of PPE supplied to (a) the NHS and (b) local authorities, and whether 
all PPE provided during the COVID-19 outbreak has been to the required standard. 
S5W-31671 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether any PPE 
supplied to (a) the NHS and (b) local authorities during the COVID-19 outbreak has 
not met the required standard and, if so, what was done with it. 
S5W-31673 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31438 by Fiona Hyslop on 3 September 2020, how many 
awards from the culture and heritage support package in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic have been allocated in each local authority area toward each of the 13 
purposes set out in the response, also broken down by the (a) largest, (b) smallest 
and (c) average size of award. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31670
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31671
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31673
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

