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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 9 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 9 September can be found on page 6 of this 
document. 
 
A link to Oral Questions on 9 September, are included at page 5. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 9 September) 
 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Linda Fabiani (East Kilbride) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to support childminders who have been unable 
to access financial support through current support schemes. 
 

S5W-31666  
 
Maree Todd: Childminders have played an important role throughout the pandemic, 
many remained open to support critical childcare for key workers and vulnerable 
children. The challenges faced during this period, by those who remained open and 
those who closed, are not underestimated. 
 
The Scottish Government recognises that some childminders have not been able to 
access financial support through other routes.  
 
That is why the Scottish Government is providing additional funding of £390,000 to 
the Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) for an extension of the Childminding 
Workforce Support Fund which initially opened for applications in July 2020. This 
includes covering the costs of administering the fund up to £60,000.  
 
The funding will offer grants of £350 to eligible childminders who are experiencing 
hardship as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
The Scottish Government remains committed to ensuring that childminders are a 
valued and ever stronger part of Team ELC. To ensure, as we progress in the 
recovery, that the challenges childminders face are recognised we will continue to 
take action collaboratively to strengthen their future position. To that end, we will also 
be bringing forward a detailed Scottish Government action plan focussed on 
achieving that goal. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it applies conditions regarding (a) environmental standards and 
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(b) reducing emissions to any funding provided to companies seeking support in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31507  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: Our immediate attention has been on health and on 
ensuring that our businesses remain intact. However, in our response to the recent 
Advisory Group on Economic Recovery, we set out our commitment to work in 
partnership with businesses to best align COVID support with our long-term climate, 
environmental, economic and social goals.  
 
This response flagged that we will continue to explore bespoke approaches that link 
business support with climate change objectives, building on our experience with 
Fair Work and emphasising the need to work in partnership with businesses. 
 
The issue of conditionality of business support can be challenging, but we are 
committed to looking at how we can use all our levers to support a recovery to a 
greener, fairer, more equal country. For example, we would expect any support for 
large emitters to be contingent on having credible, robust transition plans that align 
with Scotland’s climate change ambition.  
 
We are listening to stakeholders calling for a green recovery and calls for “green 
strings” to be applied to government support, and would encourage these 
organisations to propose how this would be done in practice.  
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
immediate steps it will take to ensure an energy efficient and climate driven 
economic recovery post COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31401  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: The COVID-19 pandemic is far from over, and continuing 
to support the country through the crisis is our priority. However, we now have an 
opportunity to deliver a sustainable and green recovery from the pandemic. This 
means ensuring economic, social and environmental wellbeing, while responding to 
the twin challenges of climate change and biodiversity loss. 
 
This year’s Programme for Government sets out the key elements of a green 
recovery as part of Scotland’s Green New Deal including: investing in a green 
recovery and mobilising private finance; skills and training for green jobs; supporting 
local economies and community wealth building; investing in our future resilience; 
transitioning industry and energy towards net-zero; protecting and restoring 
Scotland’s land and natural economy and transforming how we heat our homes and 
buildings. 
 
Some of the commitments we have made in our Programme for Government 
include: 
• £1.6 billion invested over the next Parliament in heat and energy efficiency in 
our homes and buildings 
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• £500 million over 5 years for large scale, transformational active travel 
infrastructure projects 
• £100 million to a new Green Jobs Fund over the next five years to support 
businesses which provide sustainable and/or low carbon products and services to 
develop, grow and create jobs. 
• £60 million to support the industrial manufacturing sector including the £34 
million Scottish Industrial Energy Transformation Fund and a £26 million 
Manufacturing Low Carbon Infrastructure Challenge Fund 
 
Central to our green recovery will be heat decarbonisation and energy efficiency. 
That is why our Programme for Government includes transformational investment in 
decarbonising our homes and buildings and why we have reprioritised the Heat 
Transition Deal, including; £50 million Green Recovery Fund through our Low 
Carbon Infrastructure Transition Programme (LCITP), with a focus on heat 
decarbonisation, local energy systems and demonstrator projects; £20 million to 
decarbonise heating in social housing; £2 million capital investment for remote and 
off grid communities through our flagship Community and Renewable Energy 
Scheme (CARES) programmes; and targeted support to enable affordable housing 
to meet zero carbon housing standards. 
 
Our Programme for Government also includes additional funding for domestic 
energy efficiency, bringing total spending in 2020-21 to £162 million. In total, by the 
end of 2021, we will have allocated over £1 billion since 2009 to tackling fuel poverty 
and improving energy efficiency. 
 
A combined Heat Decarbonisation Policy Statement and updated Energy Efficient 
Scotland Routemap will be published in December alongside the updated Climate 
Change Plan. These documents will further detail our increased ambition to meet our 
net zero targets and remove poor energy efficiency as a driver of fuel poverty. In 
addition our Fuel Poverty Strategy based on the new ambitious statutory targets set 
in the Fuel Poverty (Scotland) Act will be published early next year. 
 

  
Ministerial portfolio: Finance 

 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has spent on its various 
COVID-19 health-related advertising campaigns across all media channels since 23 
March 2020. 
 

S5W-31511  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has spent £5.3 million on various Covid-
health related campaigns across all media channels since 23 March 2020 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on when clear Type IIR 
masks will be available for use in health and social care settings. 
 

S5W-31436  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Fulton MacGregor (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is considering regarding testing school pupils 
for COVID-19 quickly and in their own locality and, in light of the similarities that 
symptoms of the virus can have with cold and flu strains, what plans it has to 
introduce less invasive tests. 
 

S5W-31437  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when Pilates instructors will be allowed to recommence 1:1 
rehabilitative therapy sessions. 
 

S5W-31341  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: As of Monday 31 August, indoor leisure facilities can open with 
physical distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place. Instructors will 
therefore be able to meet with clients providing they are adhering to the relevant 
guidance. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 9 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Portfolio Questions 

Rural Economy and Tourism 

2. Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what support is available to 
the agricultural shows and fairs that have had to cancel due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the rural communities and charities that rely on the income these 
generate. (S5O-04566) 

3. Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
encourage domestic tourism. (S5O-04567) 

4. Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to support 
Dundee and its tourism sector to ensure that the city can safely welcome back 
visitors. (S5O-04568) 

6. Maureen Watt: To ask the Scottish Government when it will provide updated 
guidance regarding weddings, in light of the importance of the wedding sector to 
tourism and the economy of the north east. (S5O-04570) 

7. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to 
tourism venues across Glasgow that are facing financial hardship due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. (S5O-04571) 

8. Jamie Halcro Johnston: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on tourism businesses in the 
Highlands and Islands. (S5O-04572) 

 

Answers to these and all other Portfolio Questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04566
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04567
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04568
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04570
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04571
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04572
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12802


6 

Written questions lodged on 9 September 2020 

S5W-31559 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider removing the reference to events described as a "lumiere/lighted walk" in its 
COVID-19 events sector guidance in order to allow organisers of such events to risk-
assess capacity and potentially allow more than 200 attendees at any one time. 
S5W-31680 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to introduce the mandatory wearing of face coverings in hospitality venues. 
S5W-31682 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-
19 tests processed by (a) the Lighthouse Lab Network and (b) NHS Scotland that 
were confirmed as positive have been reconfirmed as positive following retesting, 
broken down by local authority area. 
S5W-31689 Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
amend COVID-19 regulations in Scotland to include fines for breaching gathering 
regulations by organising these in a similar way to those under the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions on Holding of Gatherings and Amendment) (England) 
Regulations 2020. 
S5W-31691 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31328 by Fiona Hyslop on 28 August 2020, where COVID-
related guidance can be found specifically for indoor one-to-one, face-to-face voice 
tuition.  
S5W-31693 Willie Coffey: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the recent 
announcement that the culture and heritage sectors are to receive a £59 million 
funding package to protect jobs and help the industry weather the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when access to this funding package will be available; how 
this is being communicated to local cultural organisations; whether individuals can 
apply to the fund; how the fund will be disbursed; who will consider the bids, and how 
it will ensure the equanimity of awards so that all cultural communities will benefit. 
S5W-31694 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what advice it is 
providing to working age adults who are on the shielding list but are currently 
paused, despite still being vulnerable. 
S5W-31696 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis has 
been undertaken to understand the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on autism 
diagnosis waiting times and the resulting restrictions on face-to-face appointments 
with health professionals. 
S5W-31699 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government how much student 
hardship funding has been (a) allocated and (b) distributed to each institution, also 
broken down by how many students at each institution have (i) applied for and (ii) 
received support from this. 
S5W-31700 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £5.3 
million it has spent on COVID-19-related campaigns across all media channels has 
been allocated to expenditure on (a) Facebook, (b) Instagram, (c) Newsquest, 
(d) local newspapers, (e) national newspapers, (f) (i) online, (ii) television and (iii) 
radio advertising and (g) other media sources. 
S5W-31701 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding how many unused food boxes or excess/unwanted food produce has 
been donated to food banks and hubs since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
broken down by local authority. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31559
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31680
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31682
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31689
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31691
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31693
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31694
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31696
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31699
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31700
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31701
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S5W-31702 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
has offered to food banks and hubs since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic to 
assist with the distribution of items to vulnerable people. 
S5W-31703 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what direct support 
it has provided to food banks and hubs during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31702
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31703
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

