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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 10 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 10 September can be found on page 14 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions, and Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-

19 on 10 September are included at page 13. 

ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 10 September) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the current costs are for the NHS Louisa Jordan, also broken 
down by (a) set up, (b) estimated running and (c) decommissioning costs. 
 

S5W-31712  
 
Jeane Freeman: The NHS Louisa Jordan was established to help ensure NHS 
Scotland had extra capacity to treat patients during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
stood ready to do so since 20 April 2020. The set up costs are £31 million. The 
breakdown of the costings is available on the Scottish Government website at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/nhs-louisa-jordan-costs/. 
 
The total infrastructure costs including set up and decommissioning are within the 
overall estimated costs of £38m. The lease for the NHS Louisa Jordan at the SEC 
has been extended until the end of April 2021 and expected running costs to then 
are £29 million. It should be noted that negotiations with the SEC are ongoing in 
relation to potential loss of income, which are not included in the figures at this 
stage. Costs for individual Nightingale hospitals in NHS England have not been 
published, but based on the total costs of the NHS England programme (£220 
million), we are confident that NHS Louisa Jordan represents value for money and 
compares favourably to other hospitals of this type. 
 
We will continue to monitor monthly running costs with regards to the NHS Louisa 
Jordan’s role in the remobilisation of NHS services, following the successful pilot at 
the NHS Louisa Jordan which has seen over 400 patients receive orthopaedic and 
plastic surgery outpatient consultations since the start of July and such costs will 
continue to monitored by the Governance Board chaired by the Chief Nursing Officer 
for Scotland. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on whether traders and crafters 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/nhs-louisa-jordan-costs/
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have been excluded from the criteria that would allow them to access COVID-19 
events sector funding. 
 

S5W-31536  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government has put in place over £2.3 billion of support 
for Scottish businesses across a wide range of sectors to support them during the 
pandemic. 
 
The Events Industry Support Fund is in place to provide support to businesses or 
individuals who organise, stage and deliver events. Eligibility was developed with 
input from the events sector. Where a trader or crafter can demonstrate that they 
meet the eligibility criteria then would be able to apply for support on the same basis 
as other businesses or individuals in the events sector.  
 
If a trader or crafter is not eligible for this particular fund then they may wish to 
consult https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/ to see whether they are eligible for any 
other sources of support. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what steps it has taken to ensure that COVID-19 
events sector funding has been rural-proofed. 
 

S5W-31535  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government considered a range of factors when 
developing the criteria for the Events Industry Support Fund. This included online 
forums that EventScotland hosted with geographical and sub-sectoral representation 
from across the events sector; an events supply chain survey; and with input from 
the Event Industry Advisory Group, which includes representation from rural events. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what involvement it has with Project Birch, which is a unit that has been 
established by the UK Government to assess requests by companies for support 
during the COVID-19 pandemic; whether it will place details of any discussions it has 
had with the unit in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe), and what 
information it has regarding how many companies with a presence in Scotland have 
requested support through this route. 
 

S5W-31506  
 
Fiona Hyslop: I wrote to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy on 8 June 2020 on economic matters. The letter was copied to the 
Chancellor. In relation to Project Birch, it specifically asked for engagement “on the 
businesses you are working with that have a footprint in Scotland, so that we can 
bring our collective energy to addressing issues that these businesses might face.” 
Despite this, there has been no engagement or discussion on Project Birch and 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/


3 

Scottish Government holds no information on how many companies with a presence 
in Scotland have requested support through this route. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government by what date it expects to achieve the target set out in 
the Programme for Government of recruiting an additional (a) 1,400 teachers and (b) 
200 teaching support staff. 
 

S5W-31590  
 
John Swinney: Local authority recruitment of additional teachers and support staff 
is underway, informed by ongoing assessment by schools and local authorities of the 
needs of children and young people during the first few weeks of their return to 
school. Once this process has concluded, we will be in a position to provide the 
number of additional teachers that have been recruited. 
 
Current estimates from local authorities suggest that an additional 740 teachers have 
already been recruited, with plans in place to recruit another 250. We would expect 
this number to increase as schools continue to assess the needs of children and 
young people over the coming weeks. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the statement by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills on 23 June 2020 that all newly qualified teachers would be 
employed in teaching posts in 2020, and in light of reports that some education 
authorities have stated that they do not have enough money to employ more 
teachers, how it plans to resource this commitment. 
 

S5W-31560  
 
John Swinney: We have provided an additional £75 million for the recruitment of 
additional teachers for this school year to bring much needed resilience to the 
education system, and to support children and young people who have suffered loss 
of learning during lockdown. 
 
All councils will receive their share of this funding and we would expect teachers to 
be recruited. The funding is enough for the recruitment of around 1,400 additional 
teachers. 
 
The funding may be used by local authorities to recruit additional post probation 
teachers, recently qualified teachers and other qualified teachers. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what online teaching provision it is implementing for 
children who have to self-isolate at home due to COVID-19 symptoms. 
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S5W-31543  

 
John Swinney: Responsibility for arranging learning for children who have to self-
isolate sits with the child’s school. Local authorities have a range of arrangements in 
place to support an online teaching option as part of this provision.  
 
In recognition of the need to further strengthen the options available to schools, 
Scottish Government and Education Scotland are working with local government 
partners to support the development of these options and to ensure that schools can 
access an enhanced range of options for online learning during 2020/21. 
 
One aspect of this work is the e-learning national partnership project involving 
Scottish Government, ADES and Education Scotland. For example, e-Sgoil - the 
online teaching provision based in Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council) 
- is widening access to online lessons across a range of subjects, augmenting the 
work of classroom teachers across the country. In August, e-Sgoil announced a 
package of free, live, interactive online study webinars for senior phase pupils 
starting 7th September. Twenty courses are on offer at National 5 and Higher level, 
in a range of subjects including Art, Business Management, Chemistry, Computing 
Science, English, French, Gaelic, History, Mandarin, Maths, Music, Physics, 
Religious education and Spanish. Education Scotland are working with e-Sgoil to 
develop a further offer across primary P5-P7 and S1-S3 age groups. Further detail 
on this e-Sgoil Broad General Education offer will follow, with additional information 
on the new national partnership offer available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-
offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/ 
 
In addition, schools can access additional support from within their local authority or 
from their Regional Improvement Collaborative (RICs were set up by Scottish 
Government to support improvement and collaboration across local authority areas). 
One example is the West Partnership region which is launching its Online School in 
September, providing a further offer of teacher led lessons. In the initial development 
phase, the West Partnership aims to collate short, quality assured video lessons 
covering the entire 3-18 curriculum. These will also be available nationally for those 
who wish to access the lessons from other local authority areas. 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/STEMcentralinmotion/2020/09/01/west-
partnership-online-school/ 
 
Live or recorded online lessons should be one part of a mix of learning activities; a 
mix which can include "offline" learning tasks as well as other forms of digital and 
online learning via the Glow national online learning platform. Since the end of March 
2020, Education Scotland have increased the volume of online learning and teaching 
materials, and have enhanced the overall provision available to schools. As a further 
aspect to its national offer, Education Scotland's new Scotland Learns resource 
provides additional learning at home activities and ideas to complement any online 
learning and offline learning provided by the school. Further information on Scotland 
Learns is available at: 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ 
 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/STEMcentralinmotion/2020/09/01/west-partnership-online-school/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/STEMcentralinmotion/2020/09/01/west-partnership-online-school/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
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Schools can also access additional digital learning resources from a variety of third 
sector and community learning organisations. 
 
It is important too that teachers have the skills and confidence required to support 
pupils with online learning. In order to address this need, Education Scotland 
provides a range of professional development opportunities for teachers’ digital 
learning and teaching. Further advice and support is available to schools via their 
local authority and their RIC. 
 
Scottish Government is committed to tackling digital exclusion amongst 
disadvantaged children and young people through its £25m investment in devices 
and connectivity. Funding allocations for devices and connectivity have been made 
to all 32 local authorities who are now in the process of ordering equipment to 
address local needs. We expect that around 70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity 
solutions will be provided to disadvantaged children and young people across the 
country in the coming weeks and months. 
 
Finally, advice and support to parents on how to support their children’s learning at 
home is available via the Parent Club website at: 
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/helping-your-child-home-and-blended-learning 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it achieved its commitment in the 2019-20 Programme for 
Government to have 350 school counsellors in post by September 2020 and, if not, 
how many are currently in post. 
 

S5W-31513  
 
John Swinney: We have engaged with education authorities throughout the COVID-
19 period and there has been significant progress in the delivery of the counselling 
through schools commitment. It is expected that all schools will have access to 
counselling services by the end of October 2020. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support and guidance it is giving to education 
authorities to provide to pupils regarding the safe use of face coverings in schools. 
 

S5W-31518  
 
John Swinney: The World Health Organisation issued new advice on face 
coverings on 21 August. After consideration by the Advisory Sub-Group, and 
following consultation with teachers and local authorities, our advice was updated on 
25 August. Paragraphs 79 to 92 of the updated guidance offer advice on the safe 
use of face coverings in schools. 
 
The guidance has been updated to note that face coverings should (unless 
exemptions apply) be worn by adults and young people in secondary schools when 
moving about the school in corridors and communal areas, where physical 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/helping-your-child-home-and-blended-learning
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distancing is particularly difficult to maintain. They should be worn on school 
transport by everyone over the age of 5. Anyone (whether child, young person or 
adult) wishing to wear a face covering in school should be permitted to do so. 
 
We seek regular feedback from partners via the Education Recovery Group about 
the experiences of pupils and staff in schools, and the way in which our guidance is 
being implemented in schools. Where there is a need to take action, either by 
updating our guidance or ensuring it is being given practical effect, we will work with 
partners to do so. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
ongoing monitoring it will undertake of school pupils’ general wellbeing and the 
impact of (a) the use of face coverings, as recommended by WHO, and (b) other 
COVID-19 mitigation measures. 
 

S5W-31509  
 
John Swinney: We are working with partners to monitor implementation of the 
agreed guidance carefully. The Health and Safety Executive have carried out 500 
initial telephone sample checks and schools have achieved over 80% compliance 
rate. The HSE will be undertaking follow up visits where there are any areas of 
concern. 
 
We seek regular feedback from partners via the Education Recovery Group about 
the experiences of pupils and staff in schools, and the way in which our guidance is 
being implemented in schools. Where there is a need to take action, either by 
updating our guidance or ensuring it is being given practical effect, we will work with 
partners to do so. 
 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the decision to allow the reopening of indoor 
sports facilities to the public from 31 August 2020 includes gyms, swimming pools 
and sports courts that are part of individual schools and used by pupils. 
 

S5W-31499  
 
John Swinney: Indoor sports facilities opened for the general public from 31 August 
2020. Decisions on access to facilities located in schools are made locally. At 
present it should be noted that pupils are not permitted to use indoor school sports 
facilitates for PE until at least the 14 September as scientific advice currently 
recommends that PE provision in schools be restricted to the outdoors. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31291 by John 
Swinney on 26 August 2020, how much funding was allocated to each local 
authority, and how this was calculated. 
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S5W-31451 

John Swinney: As agreed with COSLA, funding allocations to each local authority 
were based on a distribution formula calculated on the basis of deprivation (70%) 
and rurality (30%). Agreed amounts allocated are detailed in the following table: 
 

LA Allocation 

Aberdeen City £503,633 

Aberdeenshire £1,320,234 

Angus £511,133 

Argyll and Bute £447,007 

City of Edinburgh £943,823 

Clackmannanshire £225,168 

Dumfries and Galloway £733,257 

Dundee City £761,110 

East Ayrshire £742,413 

East Dunbartonshire £314,648 

East Lothian £469,946 

East Renfrewshire £211,436 

Falkirk £651,885 

Fife £1,847,197 

Glasgow City £3,123,122 

Highland £1,393,009 

Inverclyde £433,829 

Midlothian £396,645 

Moray £488,001 

Na h-Eileanan Siar £152,880 

North Ayrshire £551,172 

North Lanarkshire £1,612,911 

Orkney Islands £142,900 

Perth and Kinross £721,467 

Renfrewshire £706,764 

Scottish Borders £631,807 

Shetland Islands £180,151 

South Ayrshire £524,128 

South Lanarkshire £1,468,744 

Stirling £454,473 

West Dunbartonshire £448,170 

West Lothian £844,736 

 
We are now considering how best to invest the remaining £1m to deliver further 
benefits for disadvantaged children and young people. 
 
 
Fulton MacGregor (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is considering regarding testing school pupils 
for COVID-19 quickly and in their own locality and, in light of the similarities that 
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symptoms of the virus can have with cold and flu strains, what plans it has to 
introduce less invasive tests. 
 

S5W-31437  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring the health and 
wellbeing of all school pupils, as well creating a safe environment for children to go 
to school during the COVID-19 pandemic. If anyone, including school pupils, have 
symptoms of the virus, they should immediately isolate and arrange test via a drive 
through centre, through ordering a home testing kit or via a walk-in testing if one is 
close to their home.  
 
We are continually developing, and working with partners on, testing innovations that 
could enable us to provide testing in new and improved ways. Reducing the 
invasiveness of testing is one of the areas that we are looking to improve and we will 
seek to use less invasive testing techniques if they become available. 
 
The Scottish Government understands the importance of school pupil’s education 
and will continue to work hard to ensure all our children and young people are able 
to attend school. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the publication of the minutes of the Scottish 
Screening Committee meeting in November 2019, whether it will provide further 
details of the action it will lead on for the development of a protocol for NHS boards 
wishing to undertake pilot programmes for lung cancer screening. 
 

S5W-31534  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Work on development of a protocol for NHS boards who wish to 
undertake pilot programmes for lung cancer screening was planned following the 
Scottish Screening Committee meeting in November 2019. However, this was 
paused due to the focus on Covid-19 and the remobilisation of the NHS. In 
particular, efforts of the Scottish Government, Health boards and the Scottish 
Screening Committee have focused on ensuring that the adult national screening 
programmes, which also had to be paused in March, can restart safely. 
 
Progressing this work remains important, and it will be resumed as soon as it is 
possible to do so. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many COVID-19 tests were carried out at the mobile testing units that were 
stationed in (a) Helensburgh on 27-28 July 2020 and (b) Dumbarton on 28 July to 2 
August 2020. 
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S5W-31446  

 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of there only being two specialist 
mother and baby units in Scotland, what action it is taking to support the mental 
health of new mothers during the COVID-19 pandemic, and how it will improve (a) 
access to these units and (b) the provision of specialist community perinatal mental 
health services in each NHS board area. 
 

S5W-31510  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is committed to improving services in 
perinatal and infant mental health across Scotland. The 2019-20 Programme for 
Government contained a specific focus on the mental health of women, babies and 
their families accompanied by an investment of £50m over 4 years. The Perinatal 
and Infant Mental Health Programme Board has been established to provide 
oversight of this investment and to roll out service provision across statutory and 
third sector services. 
 
Perinatal Mental Health services across Scotland continued throughout the Covid-19 
pandemic and were prioritised for access to Near Me, a secure online platform for 
providing services. To help support parents, we invested £240,000 in providing 
access to the Solihull Online programme which is aimed at improving parent-child 
relationships, managing problematic behaviour and promoting positive mental health. 
This includes a postnatal course on ‘Understanding Your Baby’ as well as a course 
for the antenatal period. Information regarding mental health and emotional 
wellbeing was provided through Parent Club throughout the pandemic. Additionally 
the Inspiring Scotland Perinatal and Infant Mental Health service directory provides 
signposting for third sector services across Scotland. 
 
The two Mother Baby Units in Scotland (Leverndale and St Johns) are regionally 
managed but provide support to all mothers across Scotland. Access to these units 
is based on need and clinical judgement, rather than geography. The Scottish 
Government expects that where admission to an inpatient unit is required, that 
women and infants will be admitted appropriately, in line with clinical judgement and 
the wishes of the patient. 
 
In 2019-20 and 2020-21 we have invested £750,000 across both Mother Baby Units 
to improve the experience of care for women in need of intensive support. This 
funding aims to improve services in line with the recommendations based on the 
Delivering Effective Services report by the Perinatal Mental Health Managed Clinical 
Network. 
 
We have also invested £30,000 in the new Mother Baby Unit Family Fund which will 
provide a contribution to the expenses incurred by partners when travelling to visit a 
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mother and baby receiving care. Making it easier for whole family care to be 
provided. 
 
We are also in the process of providing funding to every health board in Scotland to 
increase their specialist Community Perinatal Mental Health services. This builds 
upon initial investment of £80,000 in the North of Scotland in 2019/20 to support the 
initial development of community services. We are working with Grampian, Highland, 
Orkney and Shetland and are providing further funding to create services which 
support the needs of women across these areas. 
 
In addition, funding has also been offered to support Maternity/Neonatal 
Psychological Interventions services and to develop Infant Mental Health services. 
We expect these services to be in place by the end of this year. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether NHS workers are being routinely tested for 
COVID-19 in the same way that professional footballers are. 
 

S5W-31348  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are routinely testing healthcare workers where the evidence 
tells us it is appropriate to do so.  
 
We test all asymptomatic healthcare workers involved in suspected nosocomial 
COVID-19 outbreaks. This decision was made based upon independent expert 
advice from the COVID-19 Nosocomial Review Group. 
 
In addition, we test, on a weekly basis, staff working in specialist cancer units, in long 
term care of the elderly and in long stay mental health wards. These further 
categories were selected either by having regard to evidence of nosocomial spread 
in certain healthcare settings, and/or by having a likelihood of highly vulnerable 
patients in terms of COVID-19.  
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
which date the First Minister was made aware that patients were being transferred 
from hospitals to care homes after having tested positive for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31462  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31461 on  
10 September 2020. All answers to Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
which date the First Minister was made aware that patients were being transferred 
from hospitals to care homes without being tested for COVID-19. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-31461  

 
Jeane Freeman: Ministers did not have information on the results of Covid-19 tests 
for patients who were discharged from hospital prior to the release of the Sunday 
Post FOI. However, following Parliamentary Questions in May officials discussed 
with Public Health Scotland (PHS) the potential of linking the discharge and test 
result datasets. 
 
Following discussions it was agreed to initially focus on the cohort of patients who 
experience a delay, and work on combining the delayed discharge and testing data 
commenced in July with initial data expected to be available in October 2020. 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its response is to concerns that some people are ignoring 
the mandatory requirement to wear a face covering in shops, and how it is 
monitoring and enforcing this requirement. 
 

S5W-31465  
 
Humza Yousaf: Wearing a face covering continues to be a legal requirement in 
certain environments open to members of the public. The enforcement of the 
Coronavirus Regulations is, of course, a matter for the Chief Constable and Police 
Scotland. Police Scotland have indicated that, to date, the vast majority of people 
are, as we would expect, complying with the regulations. It is, however, important to 
note that some people are exempt from wearing a face covering, and their reasons 
for this might not be immediately apparent.  
 
In Police Scotland’s approach, enforcement has always been a last resort, where 
engagement, explanation and encouragement to comply have all failed. The Chief 
Constable made it clear at the outset that it is important that Police Scotland’s 
policing tone and style reflects the need for positive engagement and that common 
sense needs to be applied by everyone. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to keep the Coronavirus Regulations under 
review. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how it plans to pay claims under the 2020 Less Favoured Area 
Support Scheme in 2021. 
 

S5W-31491  
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Fergus Ewing: Financial support to those farming and crofting in our most fragile 
and remote areas is a priority for the Scottish Government. It is the intention that 
LFASS payments will be paid in Spring 2021 to those who submitted an eligible 
claim earlier this year. I am clear that maintaining business cash flow and providing 
support into rural areas is vital to help farmers and crofters through the 
unprecedented and difficult times caused by Covid 19 and the continued 
uncertainties of Brexit. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it will review the current ban on music in the hospitality industry. 
 

S5W-31512  
 
Fergus Ewing: As announced by the First Minister on 14 August the current position 
of no background sound, including music, in hospitality is being kept under review. 
This work is currently being taken forward by an expert group comprising 
government, industry experts and environmental health representatives. The 
outcome of the review will be announced soon. 
 
 
Maureen Watt (Aberdeen South and North Kincardine) (Scottish National 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the 
discussions it is having to explore an extension to the Eat Out to Help Out Scheme in 
Aberdeen, in light of the city’s inability to take advantage of the scheme due to the 
recent lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-31489  
 
Fergus Ewing: I wrote to the Chancellor on 14 August requesting an extension of 
the Eat Out to Help Out scheme in Aberdeen to allow businesses there to benefit 
from it to the same extent as the rest of the country following the local lockdown 
restrictions. I still await a reply to that letter. My office was advised by HM Treasury 
on 3 September that they would respond as soon as they are able. I will continue to 
pursue the request and will provide an update once I have received a response. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 10 SEPTEMBER 2020 

First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 
 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04350) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04351) 

3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04355) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04353) 

5. Gillian Martin: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government is doing to 
support victims of domestic abuse in light of reports of increased incidents during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (S5F-04373) 

6. Graham Simpson: To ask the First Minister how the Scottish Government is 
helping airports to survive during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5F-04361) 

7. Pauline McNeill: To ask the First Minister for what reason the Scottish 
Government is delaying the ban on placing homeless households into unsuitable 
accommodation, which it announced in May 2020. (S5F-04365) 
 
Answers to these and all other questions taken by the First Minister can be found in 
the Official Report of proceedings here. 

 

Portfolio Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 

Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 

5. Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has reviewed the 
uses to which the Spaces for People programme has been put since it was 
established, and whether this includes safety and cost-effectiveness. (S5O-04577) 

6. Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that capacity on public transport allows commuters to travel safely as part of its 
planning for the reopening of non-essential offices. (S5O-04578) 

 

Answers to these and all other portfolio questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04350
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04351
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04355
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04353
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04373
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04361
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04365
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12804&i=115775
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04577
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04578
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12804&i=115795
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Government initiated questions lodged on 10 September 2020 

S5W-31758 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether the NHS will 
continue on the emergency footing that the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport 
announced on 2 June 2020. 

Written questions lodged on 10 September 2020 

S5W-31710 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
announcement that the UK Government will provide grants of £1,500 to larger 
businesses, and £1,000 to other businesses, in England for each three-week period 
that they are forced to close as a result of local lockdowns or targeted restrictions, 
whether it will match this level of support for businesses forced to close for these 
reasons in Scotland. 
S5W-31711 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the number of businesses in Aberdeen that (a) were forced to close as 
a result of targeted local restrictions in August 2020 and (b) have been able to 
benefit from the support funding previously announced, and what it plans to do to 
support the businesses that were forced to close but will be unable to access support 
due to the limited size of the funds previously announced. 
S5W-31722 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-31461 by Jeane Freeman on 10 September 2020, whether it will 
provide the information that was requested regarding on what date the First Minister 
was made aware that patients were being transferred from hospitals to care homes 
without being tested for COVID-19. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31758
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31710
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31711
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31722


15 

Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

