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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 11 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 11 September can be found on page 3 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 September) 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the NHS will continue on the emergency footing that the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport announced on 2 June 2020. 
 

S5W-31758  
 
Jeane Freeman: Our health and care system continues to respond magnificently to 
the enormous challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
NHS Scotland has begun safely and incrementally resuming some services that 
have been suspended, delayed or deferred due to coronavirus, whilst continuing to 
protect emergency, urgent and maternity care, support for social care and continuing 
to maintain COVID-19 capacity and resilience; in line with Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-
design: the Framework for NHS Scotland, published on 31 May. 
 
The reality is coronavirus is likely to be with us for some time to come, and so many 
changes made in the coming weeks and months have to be measured against the 
need to keep the virus under control, continuing to protect the NHS and save lives. 
Health Boards and their planning partners will continue to work on safely resuming 
services whilst protecting COVID-19 capacity, as informed by the evidence, clinical 
priorities and associated national frameworks and guidance. 
 
Nonetheless, I am mindful of the challenges that winter is likely to bring over the 
coming months, including seasonal flu and bad weather. I want to ensure that our 
health and care services are fully supported across winter, so NHS Scotland will 
remain on an emergency footing until at least 31 March 2021, at which point I will 
review the situation again. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, subject to their compliance with the relevant safety 
guidelines, whether the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 
permit parent-toddler groups to organise outdoor gatherings and activities. 
 

S5W-31517  
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Maree Todd: Provisional guidance for the safe running of organised activities for 
children and young people under 18 was published on 1 September. Subject to final 
review by Health Protection Scotland (part of Public Health Scotland), it will be 
updated within the next week. Organisers should also consult the guidance: Staying 
Safe and protecting others to ensure that they meet the necessary requirements. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when parent and toddler groups will be permitted to restart 
on an indoor basis, and whether specific guidance will be issued. 
 

S5W-31516  
 
Maree Todd: Provisional guidance for the safe running of organised activities for 
children and young people under 18 was published on 1 September. Subject to final 
review by Health Protection Scotland (part of Public Health Scotland), it will be 
updated within the next week. It does include indoor toddler groups that adults have 
to attend. Organisers should consult the guidance to ensure that they meet the 
necessary requirements. 
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Written questions lodged on 11 September 2020 
 
S5W-31761 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government on what basis it decided 
to restrict the playing of background music in hospitality venues, specifically where 
this music may not affect ambient noise levels. 
S5W-31762 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects to 
update the guidance for hospitality venues regarding the playing of background 
music. 
S5W-31763 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the 
scientific evidence used to inform its decision to restrict the playing of background 
music in hospitality venues. 
S5W-31765 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
considered changing the criteria for accessing the Private Rent Sector 
Landlord COVID-19 Loan Scheme to allow landlords in all categories to apply. 
S5W-31766 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has 
given to giving local authorities the statutory right to buy properties from landlords 
who are struggling as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31769 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether an equalities 
impact assessment was carried out of its Test and Protect app; for what reason it is 
not accessible to phones with older operating systems, and what advice it is 
providing to people who do not have the technology to download it. 
S5W-31770 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how people who 
are unable to download the software necessary to use the Test and Protect App, or 
do not have a smartphone, will be able to access it. 
S5W-31779 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure 
that people with phones that are incompatible with the Test and Protect app will be 
able to access the technology. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31761
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31762
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31763
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31765
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31766
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31769
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31770
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31779
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

