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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 14 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 14 September can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 14 September) 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government  

 
Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the COVID-19 scientific advice on faith-related education 
settings, and when it expects such settings, including Sunday schools and Quranic 
classes, to reopen. 
 

S5W-31420 
 

Aileen Campbell: We know that these indoor activities are of huge value to children, 
young people and families across Scotland. On 20 August the First Minister 
announced that indoor activities for children and young people (unregulated), including 
faith related education, such as those Sunday Schools and Madrassas, could resume 
from Monday 31 August. On 01 September 2020, the Scottish Government published 
the ‘organised activities for children’ guidance. 
 
In certain circumstances, educational activities may also fall under the places of 
worship guidance. This would be the case where, at some point during the main act 
of congregational worship, there is separate, age-appropriate activity for the children 
that takes place in a separate location. This would therefore still be subject to the 
maximum capacity of 50 – including the children – and the 2m physical distancing and 
hygiene safeguards as set out in the safe use of places of worship guidance. It is up 
to the individual place of worship to decide what is, and what is not, education or 
childcare that is separate to the act of worship. 
 
Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out of lockdown are 
guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision Making. Proposals are 
technically assessed using the best available evidence and analysis of their potential 
benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader society to minimise overall 
harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be suppressed. 
 
My officials continue to work closely with our faith and belief stakeholders to ensure 
that community concerns and needs inform our ongoing decision making. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to enforce the use of face 
coverings in secondary schools. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship/pages/overview/
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S5W-31589 

 
John Swinney: Updated guidance, published on 25 August 2020, states that face 
coverings should - unless exemptions apply - be worn by pupils and staff in secondary 
schools in corridors and communal areas, where distancing is particularly difficult to 
maintain. Education Scotland have worked with Young Scot to develop awareness 
raising materials for schools in support of the guidance. 
 
Implementation of the agreed guidance is the responsibility of local authorities and 
schools, working closely with their school communities. However, we are working with 
partners to carefully monitor how the guidance is being applied in practice. We seek 
regular feedback from partners via the Education Recovery Group about the 
experiences of pupils and staff in schools for these purposes. Where there is a need 
to take action, either by updating our guidance or ensuring it is being given practical 
effect, we will work with partners to do so. 

 
In addition, we are aware that the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) have carried out 
500 initial telephone sample checks and schools have to date achieved a compliance 
rate of over 80%. The HSE will be undertaking follow up visits where there are any 
areas of concern. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-31334 by Kate Forbes on 27 August 2020, 
whether it will publish the information requested now regarding an updated budget, 
broken down to Level 4 for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity, with information 
on all changes made since March 2020. 
 

S5W-31679 
 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to my answer to question S5W-31334 and can 
confirm that there have been no changes to this. 
 
As agreed with the Scottish Parliament, the Level 4 budget detail is published annually 
alongside the Budget when it is first published. 
 
Details of changes to Level 3 budgets were published in the Summer Budget Revision 
in 27 May 2020. Further updates to the Scottish Budget will be published in the Autumn 
Budget Revision and the Spring Budget Revision. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it gave to imposing local lockdown restrictions in 
areas of Aberdeenshire at the same time as these were introduced in Aberdeen City, 
and which areas were considered. 
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S5W-31367 

 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31366 on  
7 September 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on when clear Type IIR masks 
will be available for use in health and social care settings. 
 

S5W-31436 
 

Jeane Freeman: Currently there are no commercially available transparent masks 
that are approved for use in medical settings in Scotland. The Scottish Government 
recognise the potential role of transparent masks in clinical settings and has been 
working to explore options for transparent masks and face coverings. 
 
On 5 August the UK Government announced the procurement of 250,000 transparent 
face masks from the company ClearMask for use in health and social care. These 
masks will be trialled in England in specific circumstances and feedback will be sought 
from users before any decisions about future procurement are made. NHS National 
Services Scotland will be carrying out a clinical evaluation of the ClearMask through 
the relevant channels in due course to determine if these masks are suitable for use 
in health and social care. 
 
Scottish Enterprise recently awarded £50,000 of funding from their Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund (PERF) to an Edinburgh-based company to expand its production of 
face coverings to include coverings with transparent panes, which facilitate lip-reading. 
This company is being supported by the National Manufacturing Institute for Scotland 
(NMIS) to upgrade these face coverings to type IIR masks which are suitable for use 
in clinical settings. The company are currently working towards submitting the masks 
for the relevant testing that will allow for the certification of the masks for use in clinical 
environments. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when NHS dental aerosol-generating procedures will be 
allowed to recommence. 
 

S5W-31554 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Certain aerosol-generating procedures (AGPs) have been permitted 
in dental surgeries for NHS treatments since 17 August 2020. This development 
continues to reflect the phased reintroduction of NHS dental services and is supported 
by the provision of appropriate face-fitted PPE – free of charge – for all NHS 
treatments.  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Staff across the dental sector are working hard to effect the reintroduction of these 
treatments in surgeries across Scotland and this process is being fully supported by 
NHS Boards, with work on-going to expedite the rollout of the specialist PPE required 
to protect against COVID-19 in dental settings.  
 
In considering the relaxation of restrictions on dental care public health and the 
prevention of viral transmission remains of paramount concern, especially the safety 
of both patients and practitioners going forward. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport and Infrastructure 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it plans additional steps to ensure compliance with 
the rules regarding compulsory wearing of facemasks on public transport. 
 

S5W-31488 
 

Michael Matheson: Transport Scotland is in regular dialogue with transport operators 
who have been reminded, as per the guidance, that they are expected to consider 
displaying prominent signage highlighting that face-coverings must be worn and also 
that their staff may enquire of passengers why they are not wearing face-coverings 
and remind them of their legal obligations in so doing. 
 
We continue to monitor compliance levels and the need to strengthen guidance or 
legislation remains under review. 
 
Enforcement of the wearing of face-coverings on public transport rests with Police 
Scotland and the British Transport Police. 
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Written questions lodged on 14 September 2020 

S5W-31799 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
Clostridium difficile (C.diff) and (b) MRSA tests have been carried out in hospitals 
in each NHS board area during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31800 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports of delays in processing Disclosure Scotland applications for care home staff. 
S5W-31802 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
make additional financial assistance available to newly self-employed people who 
did not qualify for the furlough or Self-Employed Income Support Scheme. 
S5W-31804 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to reports of a rise in mental health problems among young people since the start of 
COVID-19 outbreak; what analysis is has carried out of this, and what action it is 
taking to alleviate the issue.  
S5W-31806 Ruth Maguire: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a 
breakdown of what actions ministers have taken under section 9 of the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Act 2020 regarding opportunities to advance equality and non-
discrimination when exercising their functions under the Act. 
S5W-31807 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the mental and physical wellbeing of adults with learning disabilities living in 
supported accommodation or care homes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31808 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether individual risk 
assessments are being carried out for people with learning disabilities living in 
supported accommodation or care homes during the COVID-19 pandemic, or 
whether it is blanket guidance that is being applied. 
S5W-31809 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether parents can be 
considered part of the care team for people with learning disabilities living in 
supported accommodation to enable them to visit and be subject to the same 
restrictions that apply to care home staff. 
S5W-31810 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when it will produce 
guidance to allow people with learning disabilities living in supported accommodation 
or care homes to resume outdoor visits. 
S5W-31811 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will produce 
specific guidance for people with learning disabilities living in supported 
accommodation or care homes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-31812 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
make additional financial assistance available to self-employed people who remain 
unable to work due to COVID-19 restrictions and are no longer eligible for support 
through the Self-Employed Income Support Scheme. 
S5W-31814 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has regarding the number of false positives that have been included in the COVID-
19 statistics, and what impact their inclusion has on the accuracy of the data. 
S5W-31822 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on pregnant teachers working in schools after 28 weeks. 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31799
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31800
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31802
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31804
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31806
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31807
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31808
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31809
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31810
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31811
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31812
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31814
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31822


6 

Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

