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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 16 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 16 September can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 16 September are 

included at page 8. 

 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 16 September) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) applications, (b) offers and (c) loans have been made 
through the Private Rent Sector Landlord COVID-19 Loan Scheme. 
 

S5W-31654  
Kevin Stewart: As of w/e 28 August there were 
(a) 87 applications 
 
(b) 37 offers 
 
(c) 36 loans have been made 
 
Of the applications not progressed to a loan offer, this is due to the applicant not 
being eligible for the loan or choosing not to continue the application process. 
 
 
Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much has been paid out in loans to date through the Private Rent 
Sector Landlord COVID-19 Loan Scheme, also broken down by local authority. 
 

S5W-31655 

Kevin Stewart: A total of £133,235.96 has been paid out as of w/e 28 August. A 
breakdown of pay-outs to individual local authorities is not currently held although 
figures breaking down applications by local authority area are available and are as 
follows: 
 

Applications per Local Authority 

Row Labels Count of LA 

Aberdeen City 10 

Edinburgh, City of 20 

Fife 4 

Glasgow City 21 

South Ayrshire 3 
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Stirling 3 

Highland 1 

South Lanarkshire 2 

Renfrewshire 3 

North Lanarkshire 2 

East Ayrshire 3 

Dumfries & Galloway 3 

Dundee City 4 

East Lothian 1 

North Ayrshire 1 

West Lothian 1 

Aberdeenshire 2 

Clackmannanshire 1 

Inverclyde 1 

Perth & Kinross 1 

Grand Total 87 

 
 
 
Andy Wightman (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide a breakdown of how many applications to the 
Private Rent Sector Landlord COVID-19 Loan Scheme have cited (a) tenants facing 
difficulty in paying rent and (b) inability to find a new tenant as a reason for loss of 
rental income. 
 

S5W-31656  
 
Kevin Stewart: As of 28 August there were 28 applications for properties that were 
occupied (tenants facing difficulty paying rent); 57 applications for void properties 
(inability to find a new tenant due to the impact of covid) and 2 applications where 
the rental property was occupied for part of the month (and subsequently void). 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role the National Partnership for Culture has had in allocating the 
£97 million in Barnett consequentials that arose in July 2020, which it has confirmed 
will be issued to the arts, culture and heritage sector. 
 

S5W-31570  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The National Partnership for Culture has had no role in allocating 
funds from the £97m in Barnett consequentials. 
 
However, at its second meeting on 23 July, which was attended by Scottish 
Government officials, the National Partnership for Culture discussed the £97 million 
support for the arts, culture and heritage sector, reaching the consensus that this 
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funding should prioritise the ongoing creation of work and creative activities and 
noted the importance of embedding equality and diversity into decision-making.  
 
These principles are reflected in important elements of the funding package recently 
announced by Creative Scotland, for example the £5m Sustaining Creative Practice 
Fund, which will support artists to continue developing new creative work. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how people who have tested positive for COVID-19 can 
pro-actively get in touch with contract tracers in situations where they are concerned 
about the length of time it is taking for health protection teams to contact them for the 
purposes of identifying close contacts. 
 

S5W-31562  
 
Jeane Freeman: Test and Protect is working well and doing exactly what we need it 
to – identifying positive cases early and tracing contacts so they can get appropriate 
public health advice. 
 
The National Contact Tracing Centre can be reached using the Freephone number 
0800 0308 012, in the event where an individual wishes to urgently speak to a 
contact tracer following a positive test result, or if they wish to verify that a call from a 
contact tracer is genuine. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it will ensure that mental and physical health services are given 
equal consideration during the process of triaging treatments based on clinical need, 
as part of the remobilisation of NHS services. 
 

S5W-31566  
 
Jeane Freeman: Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: The Framework for NHS 
Scotland, sets out how Health Boards will follow national and local clinical advice to 
safely and gradually prioritise the resumption of paused services. The Framework 
states that "Working across the whole system, Medical and Nurse Directors will work 
in partnership to determine clinical priorities aligned to NHS mobilisation plans for 
recovery". Mental Health is specified as a key area for focus within clinical 
prioritisation. 
 
The separate Framework for Supporting People through Recovery and Rehabilitation 
during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic focuses not just on physical health but 
also on mental health and social support. 
 
In addition, the Programme for Government contains a commitment to expand the 
Distress Brief Intervention programme, as well as retention and development of 
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Mental Health Assessment Services, and exploring a new model of support to help 
people with complex needs. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensure that there is not a long-term crisis in mental health 
service provision following the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31662  
 
Clare Haughey: In engagement with stakeholders we are producing a Mental Health 
Transition and Recovery Plan which will set out how we and our partners intend to 
respond to the mental health challenges that the Covid-19 pandemic will create for 
Scotland. As outlined in the 2020 Programme for Government the plan will be 
published this Autumn. 
 
Alongside the Transition and Recovery Plan, we are working with communities and 
stakeholders across Scotland to ensure we learn from the lessons so far. Mental 
health has been made a clinical priority for NHS Boards within the Mobilisation 
process and we are working with Boards to support safe delivery of services. And we 
have produced a population wide mental health campaign ‘Clear Your Head’ to help 
individuals look after their own mental health and wellbeing. 
 
We have also provided an additional £3.8 million to increase the capacity of NHS 
24’s telephone and online services and to extend digital therapies. And we are 
providing over £1million to the DBI service on a national basis. 
 
We recognise that there will be specific groups who are more vulnerable, and will 
feel the impact more greatly, of the Covid-19 pandemic which we have increased the 
support to. For example:  
• £768,000 for a relationships helpline to be delivered by The Spark counselling 
service; 
• £105,000 to support Young Scot to develop enhanced digital content and 
resources on mental health to create ‘Aye Feel’. 
• £205,000 to support 47,000 autistic people across Scotland. This consists of 
funding to increase capacity at the Scottish Autism Helpline, and help for the 
National Autistic Society to keep people in touch online during lockdown. 
 
The Mental Health Research Advisory Group has been established to follow 
research developments to understand the medium and long term impacts of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on mental health and will help us to put evidence-based services 
and support in place to help meet the mental health needs of the population. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the monthly running costs are of the NHS Louisa Jordan hospital, 
also broken down by cost category. 
 

S5W-30910  
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31712 on  
10 September 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx'  
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it is planning to announce any additional 
funding for the NHS to tackle winter pressures in 2020. 
 

S5W-31550  
 
Jeane Freeman: As in previous years NHS Boards will receive winter funding to 
support them to put in place the additional resources and capacity required across 
the whole system to ensure sustainability and resilience over the winter period. 
Discussions are underway and Boards will be informed of their allocations shortly.  
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what methods of delivery it will use to administer the 
seasonal flu vaccine in 2020. 
 

S5W-31551  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Responsibility for delivering the Seasonal Flu Vaccine in 2020/21 
rests with Health Boards and Integration Authorities. This is a change from previous 
years, where GP practices, took the lead role in providing flu immunisations.  
 
NHS Scotland Boards will therefore use the delivery model which is most suitable for 
their local circumstances, whilst maintaining a Covid-safe environment and 
maximising efficiency.  
 
The seasonal flu vaccination will be administered by injection to adults, with nasal 
sprays being administered to children aged 2-5 (not yet at school) and primary 
school children.  
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, whether it plans to 
administer the 2020 seasonal flu vaccine at drive-through centres. 
 

S5W-31552  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31551 on  
16 September 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the COVID-19 mobile testing units will test young people under the age of 
18. 
 

S5W-31601  
 
Jeane Freeman: Under 18s can present to the MTU for self-testing if able or 
younger children can be tested by their parent or guardian. 
 
The teams on site have instruction leaflets for parents testing their children if 
required. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what recent work has taken place in establishing a Places 
of Worship fund, and whether this will be available at some point in 2020, as was 
planned prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31593  
 
Humza Yousaf: Prior to the COVID 19 pandemic, good progress was made in 
developing the Scottish Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme. This work has 
recently resumed including the rescheduling of key elements of the scheme. We aim 
to open the scheme for applications later in 2020. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on discussions with the licensed trade sector 
regarding the development of more nuanced guidance for music in restaurants and 
hospitality settings. 
 

S5W-31647  
 
Fergus Ewing: As announced by the First Minister on 14 August the current position 
of no background sound, including music, in hospitality is being kept under review. 
This work is currently being taken forward by an expert group comprising 
government, industry experts and environmental health representatives. The 
outcome of the review will be announced soon. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce the mandatory wearing of 
face coverings in hospitality venues. 
 

S5W-31680  
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Fergus Ewing: Face coverings for staff and customers in hospitality, with existing 
exemptions, are mandatory from 14 September 2020. They must be worn when 
entering, leaving and moving around a hospitality premises, such as using toilet 
facilities etc. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 16 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 

Justice and the Law Officers 

6. Richard Lyle: To ask the Scottish Government what account it takes of the 
impact on people who have booked holidays when determining which countries to 
add to its list of those where people must self-isolate for 14 days when they return. 
(S5O-04586) 

 
Answers to these and all other Portfolio Questions can be found in the Official Report 
of proceedings here. 

 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04586
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12821&i=115900
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Written questions lodged on 16 September 2020 

S5W-31837 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
considered including dementia on its list of shielding medical conditions, and to what 
extent it considers that people with dementia would benefit from support similar to 
that provided to those shielding at the height of the pandemic. 
S5W-31838 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the delivery of COVID-19 guidance to people living with dementia. 
S5W-31839 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the need to ensure that families are able to visit loved ones who are 
recovering from treatment in hospital during the current pandemic. 
S5W-31840 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31185 by Jeane Freeman on 26 August 2020, whether it 
will provide an update on the consideration it is giving to introducing an official 
exemption card for people who are exempt from wearing a face covering. 
S5W-31841 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
have been diagnosed with a lung condition during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-31842 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
promote the flu vaccine to people living with lung disease during the 2020-21 flu 
vaccination programme.  
S5W-31851 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
who collect friends and family from the airport who are returning from a country not 
on the exemption list also need to self-isolate. 
S5W-31852 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessments 
it has made in relation to people living in care homes receiving a flu vaccination. 
S5W-31853 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government between what 
dates it plans to make flu vaccinations available to the public in 2020-21. 
S5W-31854 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has set a 
target for delivering flu vaccinations and, if so, what that is. 
S5W-31855 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many people it 
estimates are eligible for a free flu vaccination in 2020-21. 
S5W-31856 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessments 
it has made in relation to meeting demand for flu vaccinations in 2020-21. 
S5W-31857 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
individual flu vaccinations it has in stock for 2020-21. 
S5W-31858 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
administer flu vaccinations to the public in 2020-21. 
S5W-31859 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessments 
it has made in relation to people who are in the shielding category receiving a flu 
vaccination, particularly in instances where they are unable to leave their home. 
S5W-31860 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on the 
UK Government consultation on changes to the Human Medicine Regulations to 
support the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines, and whether it will publish any 
representation it has made to the Department of Health and Social Care on this 
matter. 
S5W-31861 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when it will provide 
updated COVID-19 health and safety guidance for taxi and private-hire car 
licensees. 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31837
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31838
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31839
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31840
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31841
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31842
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31851
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31852
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31853
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31854
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31855
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31856
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31857
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31858
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31859
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31860
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31861
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

