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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 29 September 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 29 September can be found on pages 9 and 10 of 
this document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and oral answers relating to COVID-19 on 29 
September, are included at page 8. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 29 September) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a 
breakdown of how the £60 million investment in its Youth Guarantee will be 
allocated, and how this will be implemented. 
 

S5W-31873  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government has outlined a breakdown of an initial 
investment in the early actions attached to the Youth Guarantee to be allocated in 
2020-21. 
 
• £30 million through local authorities to support local partnerships to deliver 
employability support 
• £10 million directly to colleges 
• £10 million additional funding for Developing the Young Workforce, the 
Scottish Government’s Youth Employment Strategy 
• £10 million to support pre-apprenticeship activity 
 
We are working closely with partners to agree the detail of how this investment will 
support the ambitions of the Youth Guarantee. This will build on existing activities 
already underway in schools, colleges and universities, through Local Authorities, 
Skills Development Scotland, the third sector and Developing the Young Workforce, 
all aimed at supporting young people through the current economic climate. 
 
Work on the employer-led implementation of the Youth Guarantee continues to be 
led by Sandy Begbie and across a range of partner organisations. Further details on 
the implementation of the Youth Guarantee will be announced in the coming weeks.  
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a 
breakdown of how the £100 million of funding for employment and skills support 
announced in response to the COVID-19 pandemic will be allocated, and how this 
support package will be implemented. 
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S5W-31883  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The £100 million of funding for employment and skills support will 
be allocated as follows: 
 
• Youth Guarantee: £60 million; 
• National Transitional Training Fund: £25 million; 
• Apprenticeships: £10 million; 
• Partnership Action for Continuing Employment (PACE): £5 million. 
 
The delivery of these schemes builds on the strong infrastructure we have already 
put in place with key partners, such as Skills Development Scotland, Local 
Authorities, Colleges and others, to support those impacted by the crisis. We will 
continue to work closely with our partners to ensure support is targeted at those who 
need it most during Scotland’s economic recovery. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with representatives of 
the night-time economy, and what plans it has to provide continued support for the 
sector. 
 

S5W-31709  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government has worked closely with businesses, 
including those in our night-time economy, to understand their issues and provide 
appropriate assistance and guidance on reopening. As part of this, Tourism 
Secretary Fergus Ewing met with Glasgow’s Night-time Economy Commission on  
18 June to discuss their ongoing concerns and proposed support measures.  
 
Our total package of support now totals over £2.3 billion. This includes almost  
£900 million of non-domestic rates relief, a £1.3 billion business grants scheme and 
a £145 million package of targeted support for SMEs and the self-employed. 
However, we recognise that some sectors have struggled to access support, or are 
still not permitted to open, and we have therefore launched two new funds to offer 
that support where it is needed.  
 
Eligible nightclub operators can apply for a share of a £15 million Culture 
Organisations and Venues Recovery Fund, which is being administered by Creative 
Scotland, applications for which opened on 17 September. Businesses in the events 
industry have also been able to apply to VisitScotland for grants from a £6m fund 
where they could demonstrate events in Scotland are their primary source of income 
and they have not received any other Government Covid funding. 
 
We continue to do everything in our power to support the tourism and hospitality 
industry, however without significant borrowing powers at our disposal this action will 
always be limited, and so we will also continue to press the UK Government to 
address ongoing impacts. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it considers it safe for teachers who were previously shielding to now work 
in classrooms and, if so, for what reason. 
 

S5W-31982  
 

John Swinney: Our guidance on preparing for the start of new school term in 
August 2020 (https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/pages/2/) 
 aims to support a safe return to school for all children, young people and staff taking 
full account of progress made in suppressing COVID-19 in Scotland, the scientific 
advice received and the advice of the Education Recovery Group and other key 
stakeholders. 
 
It draws on related information on shielding status and guidance for those formerly 
shielding (https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/changes-to-
shielding-advice/), which was developed using the latest clinical evidence that sets 
out best practice on risk assessment for COVID-19 as an easy to follow tool. It 
highlights that employers have a legal responsibility to conduct a workplace risk 
assessment (available from https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/)to put in place measures 
to reduce the risk of transmission for all staff and others who may be at risk. Health 
and Safety Executive guidance is available on how to do this, which also has 
information on the need to engage and reassure staff who may be returning to work 
from shielding.  
 
After a workplace risk assessment has been undertaken and measures to reduce the 
risk of transmission have been put in place, staff and their managers should use the 
risk assessment tool to identify the individual’s vulnerability level. 
 
All of the above continues to be kept under review on an ongoing basis. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what further funding will be made available to support additional COVID-19 spending 
across health and social care services. 
 

S5W-32107 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is making available funding of  
£1.1 billion to support additional COVID pressures in 2020-21. This follows our 
detailed review of financial implications across the sector, and ensures that frontline 
health and care services continue to receive the support required throughout this 
pandemic.  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-2/pages/2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-individual-risk-assessment-for-the-workplace/
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Details of allocations for NHS Boards and Integration Authorities are set out in the 
following table: 
 

 

Health Board HSCP Total 

£000s £000s £000s 

NHS Ayrshire & Arran      22,435     16,425       38,860  

NHS Borders       8,336      3,070       11,406  

NHS Dumfries & Galloway      11,101      7,644       18,745  

NHS Fife      22,540     16,424       38,965  

NHS Forth Valley      16,093     13,499       29,592  

NHS Grampian      36,389     20,148       56,537  

NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde    102,436     67,272     169,708  

NHS Highland      23,985     15,450       39,435  

NHS Lanarkshire      40,018     32,500       72,518  

NHS Lothian      60,094     29,359       89,452  

NHS Orkney       2,554      1,160        3,714  

NHS Shetland       3,135        799        3,934  

NHS Tayside      31,809     20,601       52,410  

NHS Western Isles       2,583        902        3,485  

NHS National Services Scotland    397,008   -    397,008  

NHS Education Scotland       8,970   -       8,970  

NHS 24      14,201   -      14,201  

Scottish Ambulance Service      18,330   -      18,330  

Golden Jubilee       9,103   -       9,103  

State Hospital       1,602   -       1,602  

Public Health Scotland      11,227   -      11,227  

Healthcare Improvement Scotland         622   -         622  

Total    844,571    245,254    1,089,826  

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) Clostridium difficile (C.diff) and (b) MRSA tests have been carried out in 
hospitals in each NHS board area during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31799  
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what information it has regarding the 
number of false positives that have been included in the COVID-19 statistics, and 
what impact their inclusion has on the accuracy of the data. 
 

S5W-31814  
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason quarantine measures introduced for travellers 
from Greece were applied to all parts of the country, including the islands, and not 
just the areas that were affected by outbreaks of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-31817  
 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government has taken an evidence-based approach 
to decisions on quarantine measures which are focused on protecting public health 
and suppressing transmission of the virus.  
 
Our decisions are informed by a range of evidence. We receive analysis and 
country-specific risk assessments from the Joint Biosecurity Centre (JBC) and Public 
Health England (PHE) on a weekly basis, which includes a range of information, 
including case numbers, positivity rates, travel patterns, and measures being taken 
to suppress the virus. In addition we also consider data collected in Scotland on 
COVID-19 cases with a link to international travel.  
 
Until recently, the evidence was provided on a national level rather than a regional 
level. In recent weeks, more evidence has become available from the JBC for 
specific islands, and other UK nations have now adopted more differentiated 
approaches in relation to some countries, including Greece.  
 
The Scottish Government would be willing to move to a similar approach, but this will 
be based on the evidence, and protecting public health will remain our priority. In 
reaching decisions we will consider the quality and range of evidence available at 
regional level, including the evidence on importation of risk. We will also consider the 
risks presented by travel within countries (among tourists and the general 
population), and the nature of monitoring and enforcement processes in place. It is 
also important that we have confidence in the stability of the data at regional level, 
so that any decisions to change the status of specific regions can be sustained, and 
the risk of public confusion can be minimised.  
 
We will continue to work with the other UK nations on this, and we will continue to 
seek to align our decisions where possible, based on the evidence.  
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will provide updated COVID-19 health and safety 
guidance for taxi and private-hire car licensees. 
 

S5W-31861  
 

Ash Denham: The Scottish Government guidance for transport operators in 
Scotland was first published on the Transport Scotland website in May and has been 
reviewed on an on-going basis throughout the pandemic with amendments made at 
appropriate points. This guidance is applicable to taxi and private-hire operators. The 
guidance can be found using the following link 



 
 

6 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-
plan/guidance-for-transport-operators/#overview 
 
 
In addition, there is separate guidance to support taxi drivers to safely operate 
produced by the lead Local Authority group of Environmental Health and Trading 
Standards Officers and published by the Society of Chief Officers of Trading 
Standards which can be found using the following link 
https://www.scotss.org/covid/taxiguidance13august.pdf. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on cancelling the 2020 licensing fee 
for pubs and other hospitality premises, and whether it has discussed this with 
COSLA. 
 

S5W-32058  
 

Ash Denham: Independent Licensing Boards are responsible for the day to day 
administration of the alcohol licensing regime as set out in the Licensing (Scotland) 
Act 2005 (“the 2005 Act”) and associated statutory instruments. While the maximum 
fee levels for the annual premise fees are set by legislation, discretion lies with each 
Licensing Board to decide on the fee levels for their own local area.  
 
Fees help to cover the cost of running the licensing system in a board area, including 
Licensing Board staff costs. Failure to fully provide for the costs to Licensing Boards 
of operating the alcohol licensing regime risks undermining the objectives of the 
2005 Act  The absence of any fees, or fees set at too low a level, would create a 
funding gap that would need to be met from other local authority budgets, to the 
detriment of other public services. It is best therefore such decisions are made 
locally and the legislation permits this. In July, Aberdeen City Licensing Board 
capped the premise licence annual fee to two-thirds of the maximum permitted level 
for on-sale premises reflecting the situation with Covid-19. The Scottish Government 
would expect all Licensing Boards to take a pragmatic and sensitive approach to the 
setting of licensing fee levels at this time.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what steps it will take to ensure that the Spaces for People 
programme will be fully evaluated to assess (a) value for money and (b) the 
programme's impact on (i) communities in general and (ii) disabled people. 
 

S5W-31865  
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government introduced the Spaces for People 
programme with the key aim to protect public health during the Covid-19 emergency. 
 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/guidance-for-transport-operators/#overview
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/guidance-for-transport-operators/#overview
https://www.scotss.org/covid/taxiguidance13august.pdf
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A national monitoring and evaluation framework for Spaces for People has been 
developed by Sustrans Scotland in partnership with the Society of Chief Officers of 
Transportation in Scotland. This framework sets out the evaluation criteria and will 
form the basis of full programme evaluation. 
 
Sustrans Scotland, who administer the Spaces for People programme, is providing 
guidance on monitoring as part of a package of support offered to local authorities 
and public bodies for individual projects. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what lessons it can learn from the roll-out of Spaces for 
People regarding the need for effective and accessible community consultation, 
which can be applied to other initiatives. 
 

S5W-31866  
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government introduced the Spaces for People 
programme to quickly deliver temporary infrastructure changes as a response to the 
Covid-19 emergency. Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of 
these changes.  
 
The Society of Chief Officers of Transportation in Scotland (SCOTS) hold regular 
themed video conferences with local authorities to discuss progress and share best 
practice on engagement and other matters as they roll out their Spaces for People 
schemes. 
 
Transport Scotland will monitor the overall Spaces for People programme together 
with Sustrans, COSLA and SCOTS to support continuous improvement across future 
schemes. 
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Topical Questions 

The following questions were asked: 

1. Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it is having 
with the university sector regarding students isolating because of COVID-19. ( S5T-
02420 ) 
 
2. Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that 
the backlog of court cases could take up to a decade to clear. ( S5T-02423 ) 
 
3. Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking in 
response to reports that over 900 childminding settings are still to reopen, and the 
recent Scottish Childminding Association survey that suggests that the sector is "on 
the edge of financial viability". ( S5T-02432 ) 

 

Answers to these, and other Topical Questions, can be found here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02420
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02420
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02423
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02432
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12853&i=116194
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 
 
Written questions lodged on 29 September 2020 
 
S5W-31946 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-29650 by Roseanna Cunningham on 11 June 2020, whether it will 
provide an update on whether, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, Scottish Water 
has offered to pay contractors that are unable to continue delivery of work on capital 
investment and maintenance programmes. 
S5W-32124 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government when people who 
receive and are entitled to the flu vaccination annually will receive a communication 
enabling them to receive it, and where these will be carried out. 
S5W-32125 John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on the 
Army being deployed in policing roles; what assessment it has made of the political 
implications of such a deployment, and whether it has discussed with Police 
Scotland the UK Government’s proposal to deploy the Army in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-32129 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what resources it is 
providing to Police Scotland to address any anticipated rise in police activity resulting 
from increased government measures to tackle COVID-19, and whether it will report 
on what impact it considers such increased measures might have on Police 
Scotland's ability to tackle other types of crime. 
S5W-32137 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
provide to the tourism sector, in light of the impact of the revised COVID-
19 household restrictions for self-catering businesses. 
S5W-32138 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
offer travel agents to help the sector during the winter period, in light of the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32140 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason its 
short-term let consultation document makes no reference to the impact of COVID-19 
pandemic on the tourism sector.  
S5W-32143 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of its 
Programme for Government advising that plans for the Transient Visitor Levy have 
been put on hold due to COVID-19, and that “future consideration of the levy will 
take account of the changed context the industry is operating in”, for what reason a 
similar approach was not extended to its proposals on short-term let regulation. 
S5W-32144 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
carried out an Equality Impact Assessment of continued restrictions on NHS 
dentistry. 
S5W-32145 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence for its decision to ban music in pubs and other hospitality venues, and 
whether it will summarise what this evidence states. 
S5W-32148 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many flu 
vaccinations have been ordered for winter 2020-21, and how this compares with 
each of the last five years. 
S5W-32149 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many people it 
estimates will need a flu vaccine in winter 2020-21, and how this compares with each 
of the last five years. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-31946
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32124
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32125
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32129
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32137
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32138
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32140
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32143
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32144
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32145
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32148
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32149
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S5W-32150 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on its plans to resume cancer treatment, and what plans it has for 
public health messaging regarding cancer symptoms, in light of a reported rise in 
presentations of advanced cancer patients. 
S5W-32151 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government when NHS dentistry 
will be able to resume dental treatments. 
S5W-32154 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) additional funding it 
has committed and (b) plans it has to support the adult learning sector in to assist 
people who have been made redundant due to the COVID-19 pandemic back into 
education, training or employment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32150
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32151
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32154
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

