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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 1 October 2020. 
 
Written questions lodged on 1 October can be found on pages 9 and 10 of this 
document. 
 
Links to First Minister’s Questions and oral answers relating to COVID-19 on 1 
October are included at page 8. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 1 October) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any licenced provider of water has ceased trading since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31949 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: No Licensed Providers have ceased trading since the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what information it has regarding the levels of debt that are being borne by licenced 
providers of water, and how much this has risen because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31950 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government does not hold this information. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic will be on the income of 
Business Stream in 2020-21. 
 

S5W-31953 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: Business Stream remains an important part of the Scottish 
Water group and its finances are being carefully monitored. As with all licensed 
providers, and many other sectors, income will be affected by a number of factors 
including lower activity and the deferral of customer charges. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the UK Government consultation on changes to the Human 
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Medicine Regulations to support the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines, and whether it will 
publish any representation it has made to the Department of Health and Social Care 
on this matter. 
 

S5W-31860 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the delivery 
of COVID-19 guidance to people living with dementia. 
 

S5W-31838 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is working with partners on developing a 
national COVID-19 Dementia Transition and Resilience Plan and we will work with 
national and local partners across all sectors to support implementation of that plan. 
As part of that plan we will assess the delivery of COVID-19 guidance to people living 
with dementia. 
 
Throughout the stages of the pandemic and the Scottish Government’s response to 
date we have worked intensively with stakeholders on supporting the delivery, 
awareness of and implementation of population level and targeted COVID-19 
guidance. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when adult respite residential services will be allowed to 
reopen. 
 

S5W-31098 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Minister for Children and Young People  and I wrote to Health 
and Social Care Partnerships, Chief Social Work Officers, care providers and others 
on 3 August 2020 advising that, pending more specific guidance, residential respite 
services can reopen subject to being adapted and risk assessed in line with existing 
guidance; and in agreement with local Health Protection teams and the Care 
Inspectorate. The letter is published on the Scottish Government website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-
care-partnerships/ 
 
The Minister for Children and Young People and I wrote again on 23 September 2020 
to confirm the guidance to enable safe reopening of stand-alone residential respite for 
adults and children. The letter is published on the Scottish Government website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---
letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-
and-young-people-2/. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-care-partnerships/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-care-partnerships/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-and-young-people-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-and-young-people-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-and-young-people-2/
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Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what the expected timescale is for contact tracers to get in 
touch with people who have tested positive for COVID-19 to begin the process of 
identifying close contacts. 
 

S5W-31561 
 

Jeane Freeman: Jeane Freeman: The National Contact Tracing Centre (NCTC) aims 
to contact individuals, who have tested positive, within 24 hours of the NCTC receiving 
notification of the positive result. As at 20 September, the most recent available data, 
this is being achieved in 83.4% of cases. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when adult day care and respite services will fully reopen. 
 

S5W-31273 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Minister for Children and Young People and I wrote to Health 
and Social Care Partnerships, Chief Social Work Officers, care providers and others 
on 3 August 2020 advising that guidance on dedicated residential respite and day care 
services would be issued as soon as possible. The letter also advised that in the 
interim, such services can reopen subject to being adapted and risk assessed in line 
with existing guidance; and in agreement with local Health Protection teams and the 
Care Inspectorate. The letter is published on the Scottish Government website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-
care-partnerships/ 
 
Guidance to support the safe re-opening and delivery of building-based day services 
for adults was published on 31 August 2020 on the Scottish Government website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-
care-building-based-day-services/ 
 
The Minister for Children and Young People and I wrote again on 23 September 2020 
to confirm the guidance to enable safe reopening of stand-alone residential respite for 
adults and children. The letter is published on the Scottish Government website at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---
letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-
and-young-people-2/. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-31447 by Jeane Freeman on 3 September 
2020, what steps it is taking to provide permanent COVID-19 testing facilities in the 
Dumbarton constituency. 
 

S5W-31599 
 

Jeane Freeman: As mentioned within the answer to question S5W-31447 we continue 
to keep locations under review. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-care-partnerships/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-letter-to-health-and-social-care-partnerships/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-care-building-based-day-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-care-building-based-day-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-and-young-people-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-and-young-people-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-residential-respite-services---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport-and-the-minister-for-children-and-young-people-2/
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In terms of access for Dumbarton residents, along with the regional testing site at 
Glasgow Airport that offers drive through testing, we have Mobile Test Units that 
regularly visit Port Glasgow, Helensburgh and Dumbarton. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 tests processed by (a) 
the Lighthouse Lab Network and (b) NHS Scotland that were confirmed as positive 
have been reconfirmed as positive following retesting, broken down by local authority 
area. 
 

S5W-31682 
 

Jeane Freeman: While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, the 
Scottish Government does not hold information on positive tests that were 
subsequently retested. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) Clostridium difficile (C.diff) and (b) MRSA tests have been carried out in 
hospitals in each NHS board area during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31799 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not hold information on the number 
of Clostridioides difficile infection (CDI) and Meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA)tests that are carried out in hospitals across NHS Scotland. However, 
National Antimicrobial Resistance and Healthcare Associated Infection (ARHAI) 
Scotland publish quarterly data on healthcare associated and community associated 
CDI and Staphylococcus aureus bloodstream infections (SABs) by NHS Scotland 
board. 
 
MRSA and meticillin-sensitive Staphylococcus aureus (MSSA) bloodstream infections 
are not reported on individually due to small numbers of MRSA cases, but are part of 
the overall SAB data. 
 
The most recent quarterly data was published in July 2020 and covers the period 
January to March 2020 (Quarter 1). 
 
The report can be found at the following link:  
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-
website/nss/3093/documents/2_2020-07-07-SAB-CDI-EColi-SSI-Infections-Q1-
2020-Report.pdf. 
 
The next quarterly epidemiological data on CDI infections, SABs, Escherichia coli 
bloodstream infections (ECB) and Surgical Site Infection (SSI), covering April to June 
2020 (Quarter 2), will be published on Tuesday 6 October 2020. 
 

https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/3093/documents/2_2020-07-07-SAB-CDI-EColi-SSI-Infections-Q1-2020-Report.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/3093/documents/2_2020-07-07-SAB-CDI-EColi-SSI-Infections-Q1-2020-Report.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/3093/documents/2_2020-07-07-SAB-CDI-EColi-SSI-Infections-Q1-2020-Report.pdf
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In the latest Healthcare Associated Infection Annual Report, published on 22 
September 2020, National ARHAI Scotland report that both MRSA bloodstream 
infections and CDI rates have decreased over the past five years. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what information it has regarding the 
number of false positives that have been included in the COVID-19 statistics, and what 
impact their inclusion has on the accuracy of the data. 
 

S5W-31814 
 

Jeane Freeman: In the case of weakly detected positive results (i.e. not true current 
infection), the sample is reprocessed and if, when more detailed virology analysis has 
been undertaken, it is assessed that there is no current infection or infectivity present, 
then the original test will be taken as a false positive, de-notified, and removed from 
the confirmed case tally. However, where it is not possible to reprocess the test or 
carry out more detailed analysis, then the original test cannot be de-notified and the 
weak positive will remain recorded in the case tally. 
 
This process is undertaken in relation to statistics published for daily and weekly tests 
carried out through both the NHS and the UK Government Extended Testing 
Programme in Scotland (here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-

19-daily-data-for-scotland/. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many people have been diagnosed with a lung condition 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-31841 
 
Jeane Freeman: Data on the number of people diagnosed with a lung condition during 
the COVID-19 pandemic is not yet available. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people who collect friends and family from the 
airport who are returning from a country not on the exemption list also need to self-
isolate. 
 

S5W-31851 
 

Humza Yousaf: Individuals who collect friends and family from the airport are not 
required to self-isolate. This approach is in line with the guidance on how to self-isolate 
after international travel when there are others in the household. Individuals in a car 
should follow the appropriate advice such as sharing a vehicle with those from your 
household or extended household. When this is not possible and an individual shares 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/


6 

a car with someone out with their household, they should sit as far apart as possible 
in the vehicle; maintain good ventilation; wear a face covering; and be aware of shared 
surfaces such as door handles. This guidance is subject to change and we encourage 
individuals to check the latest Scottish Government guidance regularly. As always, if 
an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms they should self-isolate and book a test 
immediately. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what rehabilitation courses are being run at 
HMP Inverness; in what ways the delivery of these have been impacted by social 
distancing measures, and how many prisoners have (a) attended and (b) completed 
such courses in each month between March and August 2020. 
 

S5W-31959 
 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
HMP Inverness did not deliver these activities during the time period identified as 
group delivery was suspended in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, in line with 
public heath advice. 
 
Offending behaviour programmes are generally delivered to individuals serving longer 
term sentences. These individuals are not routinely accommodated within HMP 
Inverness. Where any individual within HMP Inverness is assessed as requiring to 
complete such work, they are offered the opportunity to transfer to an alternative 
establishment as they will be on a national waiting list for participation in any 
programme they require. 
 
Whilst HMP Inverness does not deliver offence focussed programmes, the 
establishment does deliver a number of sessional group activities focussing on 
substance misuse and relationships. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether there will be increased enforcement of COVID-19 restrictions to stop house 
parties, in light of them reportedly contributing to the spread of the virus. 
 

S5W-31995 
 

Humza Yousaf: The enforcement of the Coronavirus Regulations is a matter for the 
Chief Constable and Police Scotland. Police Scotland have indicated that, to date, the 
vast majority of people are, as we would expect, complying with the regulations. 
 
In Police Scotland’s approach, enforcement has always been a last resort, where 
engagement, explanation and encouragement to comply have not secured the desired 
outcome. While the Chief Constable has made it clear that it is important that Police 
Scotland’s policing tone and style reflects the need for positive engagement and that 
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common sense needs to be applied by everyone, he has said that officers will take 
decisive action to enforce the law in cases where it is being flagrantly broken. 
 
Any breaches of the requirements in the regulations may be subject to enforcement 
action, including a fixed penalty notice or prosecution in court. 
 
Ensuring police have the powers to enter and disperse large house parties is another 
tool in suppressing the virus. While we expect these powers to be used as a last resort, 
it will help to reduce the potential for future clusters and outbreaks. It is only because 
of the unprecedented crisis that we are facing, and to save lives, that emergency 
powers have been introduced. They are temporary powers and will be kept under 
review. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS ON 1 OCTOBER 2020 
 
First Minister’s Questions 
 
The following questions relating to COVID-19 were asked: 
 
2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04422) 

3. Alison Johnstone: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04423) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04424) 

5. Stuart McMillan: To ask the First Minister what extra support the Scottish 
Government can provide to Police Scotland to assist with the additional pressures 
being placed on officers dealing with COVID-19 measures. (S5F-04438) 

6. Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the First Minister whether the Scottish Government 
can guarantee that everyone who has been referred for a winter flu vaccination will 
be able to get one.  (S5F-04429) 

7. Monica Lennon: To ask the First Minister what plans the Scottish Government 
has for NHS Louisa Jordan, in light of reports that it has awarded a contract for its 
decommissioning.  (S5F-04433) 

Answers to these, and other First Minister’s Questions, can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio Questions 
 
There were no questions relating to COVID-19 asked during the Environment, 
Climate Change and Land Reform Portfolio Questions. 
 
 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04422
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04423
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04424
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04438
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04429
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04433
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12861&i=116257
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Written questions lodged on 1 October 2020 

S5W-32177 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to reach vulnerable people to highlight the support that is available to them in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32207 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether students 
will be able to take a driving test, in light of new restrictions in place for them.  
S5W-32214 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31796 by John Swinney on 29 September 2020, whether it 
will place in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) all the 
documentation it shared with Professor Priestley, and whether this included all the 
correspondence it had with the SQA. 
S5W-32215 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31793 by John Swinney on 28 September 2020, whether it 
will place the minutes of all discussions and copies of all correspondence in the 
Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe), as requested, and what Bib number 
it has been assigned. 
S5W-32216 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answers to questions S5W-31365 and S5W-31795 by John Swinney on 4 
September and 28 September 2020 respectively, what the (a) intended policy or (b) 
options for intended policies were when it issued the statement that "details will be 
provided separately before schools return on 11 August, regarding the approach for 
the assessment of national qualifications for the 2021-session" within the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term 
in August 2020, which was published on 30 July 2020, and whether this (i) was or (ii) 
included a similar system of moderation as used for the 2019-20 exams. 
S5W-32217 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-31794 by John Swinney on 28 September 2020, what 
legislative changes or other alterations to permissions would have been required to 
have shared information relating to the moderation outcome with the Education 
Recovery Group in advance of the publication of the SQA results on 4 August 2020; 
how long it would have taken to make such a change, and whether it considered 
doing this. 
S5W-32218 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answers to questions S5W-31360 and S5W-31797 by John Swinney on 4 
September and 28 September 2020 respectively, whether it will answer the question 
that was asked regarding what information it received about the tolerable range that 
was employed by the SQA, also referred to as the "centre constraints", and whether 
it will place in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) a copy of what the 
tolerable range was, broken down by exam centre and subject. 
S5W-32220 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government which current 
public health guidance covers the holding of peaceful demonstrations in an outdoor 
setting. 
S5W-32221 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to reports that 46% of childminding settings do not believe they will remain financially 
viable for more than six months without financial support or an increase in business.  
S5W-32222 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to reports that direct monthly operating costs for childminders have increased by 
20% or more and, for 31% of childminders, by 30% or more as a result of the current 
COVID-19 operating guidance. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32177
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32207
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32214
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32215
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32216
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32217
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32218
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32220
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32221
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32222
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S5W-32228 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it plans 
to introduce to assist local and community sports clubs in allowing spectators back 
in, and what financial measures will be implemented to help mitigate the impact of 
lost revenue due to spectators not being permitted to attend games. 
S5W-32229 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish the 
scientific and medical evidence on which the most recent COVID-19 restrictions are 
based. 
S5W-32230 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government whether funding 
will be made available to NHS boards to provide consistent levels of support to 
people recovering from COVID-19. 
S5W-32231 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what community 
support is available to people recovering from COVID-19 within each NHS board.  
S5W-32232 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure there is consistency in the community support available to people 
recovering from COVID-19 across Scotland. 
S5W-32234 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to a public health campaign ahead of (a) Hallowe’en and (b) Bonfire Night 
to ensure that the (i) COVID-19 guidance is adhered to and (ii) emergency services 
are not overwhelmed.  
 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32228
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32229
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32230
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32231
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32232
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32234
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

