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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 2 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 2 October can be found on page 17 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 2 October) 

 
Government Initiated Questions 

 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its plans are for publishing the British Sign Language 
Progress Report, which is due by 24 October 2020. 
 

S5W-32223  
 
Maree Todd: The COVID-19 crisis has prevented the engagement activity and 
evidence-gathering required to inform the BSL Progress Report. Engagement was 
planned with BSL users across Scotland, and through engagement by the BSL 
partner organisations. In addition, the Scottish Government has focused all activity 
on mitigating the impacts of COVID-19. 
 
Therefore, for the reasons given, Scottish Ministers have taken the decision to 
postpone the publication of the Progress Report. It will be published as soon as 
reasonably practicable. It is anticipated that this will be by 24 October 2021 in order 
to allow for the necessary public engagement. 
 
This does not mean that work around BSL is being paused – we remain fully 
committed to the actions set out in the BSL National Plan and will continue work to 
make progress on our shared outcomes. 
 
 
Sandra White (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the emerging evidence of the increased risks associated with 
contracting flu and COVID-19, how the seasonal flu programme will be delivered to 
ensure that the most vulnerable are protected as quickly as possible. 
 

S5W-32243 

Jeane Freeman: Because flu vaccination is more important than ever this year, in 
light of the Covid-19 pandemic, we have significantly extended the groups who are 
eligible to receive this free vaccination. Given that this extension for the 2020-21 
programme now covers up to 2.4 million people, and therefore requires a system 
wide approach to effective delivery, we have transferred delivery responsibility to our 
NHS Boards and Integration Authorities. Coverage of this number and within the 
timeframe required necessitates a range of different routes for patients to receive 
their vaccine which is different from previous years. 
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This expansion of the programme aims to minimise the impact of seasonal flu on the 
most vulnerable and reduce the strain on the NHS. The extension now includes; 
 

o Social care workers who provide direct care, 
o Household members of individuals who are shielding, and 
o Those aged 55 and over. 

 
We will also include 50 to 54 year olds as vaccines supply allows. The following table 
provides the likely uptake in the eligible cohorts. 
 

Existing cohort 
Likely 
uptake 

Phase 

Children aged 2-5 (not in school) 91,753 1 

Primary school children 303,573 1 

Over 65 798,056 1 

Under 65, but at risk 584,000 1 

Healthcare workers 90,931 1 

Unpaid and young carers 35,597 1 

Pregnant women (no additional risk factors) 26,153 1 

Pregnant women additional risk factors 3,034 1 

Frontline social care workers 79,890 1 

Eligible shielding household members 65,922 1 

55-64 year olds in Scotland who are not already eligible for the flu 
vaccine and not a member of a shielding household 

363,879 
2 

Total 2,442,788  

 
As per Scottish Government uptake planning assumptions, the Phase 1 groups 
represent 85% of the patients who will be vaccinated in 2020-21. Health Boards are 
aiming to have vaccinated a total of 1,072,237 people by the end of October, which 
represents 52% of the people in Phase 1 groups. 
 
We are working closely with all NHS Boards to ensure they maximise the most 
appropriate route for each vaccine cohort and communicate clearly with all those 
who are now eligible. 
 
We are aware of the unprecedented volume of calls that has been received by some 
Health Boards and NHS Inform and we are working with them to ensure that this 
issue is fully resolved. Scottish Government officials are supporting health boards 
with resources to ensure that all calls are being actioned and those eligible for the flu 
vaccine will receive an appointment appropriately. 
 
We will write to all MSPs and Scottish MPs in the coming days to provide them with 
the particular arrangements in their relevant health board so that they can provide 
information and support to any constituent who raises a query with them. 
 
Additionally, the NHS Inform website has a special flu section to provide further 
information and more locally tailored information will also be provided by health 
boards. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-31381 by Christina McKelvie on 8 September 2020, how many of the 
9,000 people on low incomes or clinically at risk from COVID-19 who received 
support through the initial £5 million Connecting Scotland project were (a) older 
people, (b) disabled and (c) in other vulnerable categories. 

 
S5W-31882  

 
Aileen Campbell: Detailed demographic data on end-users is still being collected 
from the 456 organisations and teams currently supporting end users through 
Connecting Scotland. However, based on the initial evaluation information we have 
to date: 

• 40% are aged over 60 
In terms of status: 
• 34% have a long-term condition or disability that prevents them from 
working 
• 20% are unemployed. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will issue guidance to local authorities regarding 
additional inspection and enforcement powers, as announced by the First Minister in 
her statement on 22 September 2020 (Official Report, c.12). 
 

S5W-32050  
 
Michael Russell: The new enforcement powers came into force on 28 August 2020 
through The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Directions by Local 
Authorities) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. See 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/262/contents for details. Statutory guidance 
on use of these powers was published on 18 September 2020. See 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-authority-directions/ for 
details. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what criteria must be met before placing a legal 
obligation on employers to allow working from home where it is possible to do so. 
 

S5W-32047  
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/262/contents
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-authority-directions/


4 

Jamie Hepburn: Homeworking from the onset of the pandemic has been and 
continues to be part of our wider public health response. By working from home, 
workers and employers are playing a vital role in helping suppress the virus, and in 
ensuring that our transport network remains safe. 
 
We know that the vast majority of employers are complying with current 
homeworking guidance on a voluntary basis and we will continue to monitor this. As 
we have seen a worrying rise in the rate of transmission over the past few weeks we 
are considering options for placing a legal duty on employers to allow homeworking 
where it is possible. The introduction of any such duty would be on the basis of 
public health advice. 
 
We must continue to limit the opportunity for the virus to spread and one of those 
measures is the continuation of homeworking. 
  
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the estimated level of (a) unemployment and (b) youth unemployment will be by 
the end of the current financial year. 
 

S5W-32030  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Forecasts of unemployment for Scotland are produced by the 
Scottish Fiscal Commission, who are Scotland’s official forecaster. Their last 
published forecast, from February 2020, was prior to the full impact of COVID-19 
becoming known and consequently did not fully factor in the recent health and 
economic crisis. They are due to publish their next set of forecasts alongside the 
next Scottish Budget, expected in December.  
 
In the interim, the Scottish Government has published several pieces of scenario 
analysis on the medium term outlook of the Scottish economy and labour market.  
 
The latest analysis was published in the Chief Economist’s State of the Economy 
report on 29 September 2020. This highlighted that unemployment could reach 8.2% 
by the end of this financial year. 
 
There are currently no official projections of youth unemployment produced by 
Scottish Government or external stakeholders. However, historically at times of 
recession, youth unemployment has risen to over double the overall rate. So we 
might expect a youth unemployment rate of 20% or more later this year and into 
2021 Q1. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many COVID-19 cases have been identified as part of a cluster 
related to licensed premises in Aberdeen in August 2020 and Lothian in September; 
what action it took to deal with the impact of each cluster; whether it considers that 
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this action was proportionate and, if so, what the reasons are for its position on this 
matter. 
 

S5W-31880  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide copies of the review that it carried out on testing returning air 
passengers for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32024  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32023 on  
2 October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide all of the evidence it received relating to the effectiveness and 
feasibility of testing returning air travellers for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32023  
 
Jeane Freeman: The initial evidence considered was developed by the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and has now been published online. It 
looked at how testing and a shorter quarantine period would compare with other 
approaches to reducing the risk of people arriving from other countries with COVID-
19 causing transmission. The paper uses modelling and is based on a number of 
significant assumptions. It found that a quarantine period of 8 days on arrival with a 
PCR test on day 7 (assuming the test result 1 day after the test is taken) could 
reduce the number of infectious arrivals in the community by an average of 94%, 
compared to having no quarantine and no testing. By contrast, a 14-day quarantine 
period (our current approach for high risk countries) would reduce the number of 
infectious arrivals in the community by an average of 99%. 
 
The Scottish Government has consistently stated that it will prioritise minimising 
potential health risks but is open to alternative approaches such as utilising testing 
returning air travellers. To that end we are working with representatives from Scottish 
airports to explore whether testing offers a viable alternative to a 14 day quarantine 
period.  
 
As yet, no detailed advice has been given to ministers and no decisions have been 
taken. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to transparency and we will always publish 
material whenever possible.  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the analysis it has received regarding the effectiveness and 
feasibility of testing returning air travellers for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32022  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32023 on  
2 October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the further restrictions 
imposed on 23 September 2020, what plans it has to introduce testing for staff 
working in supported living accommodation that is regulated by the Care 
Inspectorate. 
 

S5W-32007  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 17 August the Scottish Government published Scotland’s 
COVID-19 Testing Strategy which identifies our priorities for the next phase of 
testing, further details can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-testing-strategy-
adapting-pandemic/ 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to using testing where it has a clear purpose 
and can contribute to reducing the risk of transmission. Decisions to make testing 
available to new groups are based on careful consideration of the contribution it can 
make in particular circumstances. We will continue to adopt a flexible approach to 
testing which is based on the best available evidence to address the challenges 
where it can have the greatest impact and is guided by scientific, clinical and public 
health advice from our expert advisory structures. 
 
Testing provides a point in time assessment of whether a person has the infection 
and should not be seen as a substitute fora strong emphasis on symptomatic social 
care staff immediately self-isolating and arranging testing, use of appropriate PPE, 
physical distancing, environmental optimisation and decontamination and good 
social hygiene. 
 
Public Health Scotland have produced guidance to support staff and users of 
supported living accommodation which can be found here: 
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-
guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/ 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is the policy of NHS National 
Services Scotland to issue out-of-date facemasks to medical professionals. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-testing-strategy-adapting-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-testing-strategy-adapting-pandemic/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
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S5W-32004  

 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32003 on  
2 October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what information it has on how long past its 
use-by date a 3M 1863 facemask can still be considered effective. 
 

S5W-32001  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32003 on  
2 October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS National Services Scotland is 
able to issue out-of-date PPE to dentists and, if so, on what basis it can do this. 
 

S5W-32003  
 
Jeane Freeman: Any PPE which has been issued to NHS Boards for onward 
distribution to dental practices and may have passed its original expiry date, has 
been re-tested to ensure it remains safe to use.  
 
These revalidation tests are approved and reviewed by the Health & Safety 
Executive and to standards that are relevant to the PPE being tested. The Director of 
Dentistry at NHS National Services Scotland wrote to Dental Practitioners at the start 
of September to assure those who receive products marked as having passed their 
use-by/expiration dates that the products in question have passed stringent tests that 
demonstrate they remain safe to use.  
 
The 3M 1863 FFP3 manufacturer’s guidance confirms that testing and revalidating is 
a legitimate practice to extend the life of an FFP3 mask. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many out-of-date facemasks NHS 
National Services Scotland has issued to dentists in each month since March 2020. 
 

S5W-32002  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32003 on  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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2 October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government what criteria it has established to determine 
whether people previously shielding should resume doing so. 
 

S5W-32048  
 
Jeane Freeman: We know that shielding can have a detrimental impact on people’s 
lives, families and physical and mental wellbeing. Protecting people who are at the 
highest risk from COVID-19 is a priority for the Scottish Government. At this time we 
do not believe that asking people to return to shielding is the best way to protect 
them. The best way to do so is to reduce the spread of the virus in our communities. 
We have introduced new measures which must be followed by everyone in society. 
 
Our clinical advisers continue to keep the shielding advice under consideration and 
any changes will be influenced by many factors such as the range of emerging 
evidence and the progress of the pandemic in Scotland. 
 
Scottish Ministers will continue to take an evidence-based approach. We continue to 
engage with the UK Government and other devolved administrations to ensure that 
we learn from emerging evidence and the measures taken in other parts of Europe 
and around the world.  
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when NHS chiropodist services will 
recommence. 
 

S5W-32069  
 
Jeane Freeman: Throughout our response to the Covid 19 Pandemic, where an 
urgent clinical need has been present access to Chiropody/Podiatric services has 
remained.  
 
Since the publication of the Scottish Government’s framework on how those services 
which had been paused could be restored, “Remobilise, Recover, Redesign” on 31 
May, local Health Boards have been gradually reintroducing those services, 
including Chiropody/Podiatric services, where it is safe do so, following local and 
national clinical advice. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to extend the NHS COVID-19 testing capacity ahead 
of the winter. 
 

S5W-32031  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: We have been deliberately seeking to build winter capacity as we 
know demand will increase as people come forward with COVID-like symptoms over 
the winter months, in addition to the temporary demand increases such as those 
we’ve seen from local outbreaks and schools and universities returning. 
 
We have continued to build our own NHS capacity throughout this pandemic and 
additional hubs will rapidly increase our lab capacity, allowing us to migrate testing to 
the NHS system and away from the UK Lighthouse network 
 
 We have also been taking forward plans to expand existing capacity by: 
• Deploying additional mobile testing units 
• Increasing the number of tests that can be carried out at regional testing centres 
• Utilising additional NHS testing capacity, for example by activating additional drive-
through facilities 
 
Furthermore, on 28 August the First Minister announced plans to create 22 walk 
through test centres across the country, with 11 being operational by the end of 
October and the rest over winter. 
 
However, testing is only one effective intervention that we are using to manage the 
virus and it remains vital that people continue to follow physical distancing advice 
and practice good hand and cough hygiene not just for their own safety but in order 
to protect others. 
 
 
Mike Rumbles (North East Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, prior to 24 September 2020, whether there has ever been a 
legally enforceable (a) travel ban and (b) restriction on people meeting in the west of 
Scotland. 
 

S5W-32042  
 
Jeane Freeman: The local measures introduced within seven West of Scotland 
Local Authorities were made with regard to the nature and extent of the public health 
risk, including the sources of infection. Such decisions are never taken lightly and 
are made with due consideration of the four harms as set out in the Scottish 
Government's framework for decision making. 
 
To this effect, no travel ban was introduced within the areas to which the local 
measures were introduced. 
 
Scottish Government guidance (published on our website and through our social 
media channels) made clear that people in the affected local authority areas should 
not meet socially with other people out with their own or extended households in 
private indoor settings. 
 
This restriction has now been extended nationally, and the underpinning legislative 
changes that were in the process of being developed for the local measures have 
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now been made through the Health Protection (Coronavirus)(Restrictions and 
Requirements) 2020. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it is considering 
publishing anonymous data on the efficacy of the Test and Protect system that 
analyses the trends in the (a) transmission in various settings, (b) compliance of 
quarantine and (c) average time taken to reach contacts. 
 

S5W-32025 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government continues to work closely with Public Health 
Scotland on the publication of data related to Test and Protect. We constantly 
evaluate the balance between public benefit and data protection in our response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Publishing data by setting raises potential disclosure 
questions due to the small number of cases involved in some settings. At this time, 
the data is not published. Data on cases by Intermediate Zone (areas of roughly 
4,000 people) will be published by PHS from 2 September, on their dashboard [link].  
 
Scottish Government has previously published data from June and July [link here] on 
the proportions of people saying whether they have followed each aspect of social 
distancing, based on a national survey, and the latest version of this report will be 
published when complete.  
 
The average time taken to reach contacts is not published. However, the latest PHS 
weekly report contains information on the time taken from cases entering the Case 
Management System (CMS), to being closed [link here]. Between 3 August and 27 
September, 70.1% of index cases were closed within 48 hours of the case being 
created in the CMS. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that its COVID-19 information is made available and 
accessible to (a) BAME people and (b) non-native English speakers. 
 

S5W-31998  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has been working with public and third 
sector partners understand language and accessibility requirements, and have 
worked collaboratively to create and disseminate this information. Given the fast-
moving nature of coronavirus-related guidance, we took into consideration the lead 
time with translations and the danger of out-of-date messages being shared and 
distributed, and focused on working in partnership to create and distribute key 
coronavirus information to benefit the wider community. 
 
1. Media spend: Up-weighting for ethnic minorities through our media buy is now a 
standard part of our activity relating to health messaging. For example, the Test and 
Protect App campaign had budget allocation for media channels that support 
targeting to ethnic minority communities. 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/sharing-our-data-and-intelligence/coronavirus-covid-19-data-and-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/public-attitudes-coronavirus-june-early-july-summary/pages/6/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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2. The First Minister’s daily briefings include BSL interpreters to make COVID-19 
policy updates accessible to deaf people.  
 
3. We have been working in partnership with NHS Scotland and Public Health 
Scotland to spread the message of available translations and formats. Organisations 
reached include: Scottish Refugee Council; NHS Lothian Minority Ethnic Inclusion 
Service (MEHIS); British Red Cross; Inclusion Scotland; Scottish Independent Living 
Coalition (SILC); Progress in Dialogue; Article 12. 
 
4. In addition to translated materials we have co-created coronavirus information with 
organisations to develop materials specific to ME communities. For example we 
have been working with the Scottish Public Health Network (ScotPHN) to create a 
bespoke, printed Easy Read Version of the Test and Protect Door Drop created 
specifically for the Gypsy/Traveller community, which was distributed by COSLA to 
Gypsy/Traveller sites. 
 
5. The Scottish Government is collaborating with BEMIS, the national umbrella body 
supporting the development of the Ethnic Minorities Voluntary Sector in Scotland, on 
coronavirus-related public health messaging and information for parents and carers. 
This includes development of supporting materials and share of information across 
their main networks and membership across Scotland. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government in which languages it publishes its COVID-19 information, other than in 
English. 
 

S5W-31972  
 
Jeane Freeman: As part of our activity we have worked with public and third sector 
partners to understand language and accessibility requirements, and have worked 
collaboratively to translate and distribute key coronavirus information. This has 
included the following information: 
 
1. Scottish Government has been leading the coordination of translations of NHS 
Inform coronavirus content with NHS Scotland and Public Health Scotland, which 
continues to be updated on a bi-weekly. Languages or formats are Arabic, Bengali, 
Chinese, Farsi, Hindi, Polish, Punjabi, Romanian, Slovak, Spanish, Urdu, BSL, Easy 
Read and audio  
 
2. Coronavirus public health information posters have been produced in multiple 
languages and formats. For example, Household Isolation posters were translated 
into Arabic, BSL, Audio MP3, Easy Read, Kurdish, Polish, Sorani, Simplified 
Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Tigrinya and Vietnamese. 
 
3. The Scottish Government Route Map Publications (Route Map, Phase 1, Phase 2 
and Phase 3) were translated into Audio, BSL, Easy Read, Arabic, Simplified 
Chinese, Gaelic, and Polish. 
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4. The two National Door Drop Mailings (Covid-19 and Test and Protect) distributed 
by the Scottish Government have been made available in a variety of languages and 
accessible formats. 
 
5. The FACTS poster was created in 38 additional languages and formats. 
 
6. The Parent Club key coronavirus information for parents and carers was 
translated into the following additional languages and formats: Audio, BSL, Arabic, 
Bengali, Simplified Chinese, Hindi, Polish, Punjabi, Romanian, Slovak, Spanish and 
Urdu. 
 
7. The Protect Scotland App Explainer Video was created in BSL, Arabic, Mandarin 
Chinese, Polish, Punjabi and Urdu. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to improve visiting rights to residential care facilities, in light of the 
mental health impact on residents who are unable to see their family. 
 

S5W-31971  
 
Jeane Freeman: Visiting is a fundamental part of the health and wellbeing of those 
who live in care homes, and I recognise how incredibly hard it has been for residents 
and their families not to have regular face to face contact.  
 
The visiting guidance has been developed with input from members of the Scottish 
Chief Medical Officer and Chief Nursing Officer and Care Homes Clinical and 
Professional Advisory Group, a multidisciplinary group providing clinical and 
professional advice throughout the pandemic on care homes. The guidance supports 
a visiting pathway on the reintroduction of visits and we are at stage 3 of the 
pathway. The Group is looking again at what more we can do to strike a better 
balance between family and visitor contact, activities, and healthcare services for 
residents, whilst at the same time protecting them from the introduction of the virus 
into their homes. 
 
I am continually looking at this issue and working with Scottish Care and others, as 
well as meeting with campaigners from Care Home Relatives Scotland, to hear their 
views as to how we may further safely improve visiting.  
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the system requirements are for (a) 
Apple and (b) Android mobile phones in order to download the Protect Scotland app 
from an app store. 
 

S5W-31934  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31769 on  
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21 September 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will carry out a full review into the reasons for the 18-week waiting time 
target for access to chronic pain clinics not being met. 
 

S5W-31897  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We appreciate how difficult it has been for people who have had 
procedures or treatments postponed due to the pandemic. Putting the NHS on an 
emergency footing has meant the focus has initially been on urgent and essential 
care including for acute and persistent pain. 
 
Health Boards are continuing to remobilise services in line with the ‘Remobilise, 
Recover and Re-design Framework’ which we published on 31 May. We remain 
committed to ensuring that the full range of pain services will be available as quickly 
as it safe to do so. To support this on 24 September we published the COVID-19 
Recovery Framework for NHS Pain Management Services, which was developed in 
conjunction with a wide range of stakeholders across the clinical community, third 
sector and patient groups. 
 
In addition to this the Programme for Government 2020/21 commits to developing 
and improving the current Scottish Model for Chronic Pain, and to publish a new 
Framework for Chronic Pain Service Delivery in 2021.  
 
This work will also take forward a number of the recommendations of the Scottish 
Access Collaborative report on chronic pain. As recognised in the report, in order to 
drive improvement there is a need to record meaningful patient data for chronic pain 
to better understand the nature and severity of their condition and related health, and 
to monitor changes in these following treatment. 
 
It is intended that this work will lead to less variation in the quality and availability of 
services for people with chronic pain, support the sharing of best practice and 
ultimately contribute to more prompt access to specialist support and services to 
improve people’s health and wellbeing. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the UK Government consultation on changes to 
the Human Medicine Regulations to support the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines, and 
whether it will publish any representation it has made to the Department of Health 
and Social Care on this matter. 
 

S5W-31860  
 
Jeane Freeman: Licensing of medicines, as set out in the Human Medicines 
Regulations 2012, is reserved to the UK Government. It would be preferable if any 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


14 

medicine that was to be deployed for use was subject to full licensing. However, the 
Scottish Government makes decisions on immunisations informed by the 
independent scientific advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccinations and 
Immunisations. If their recommendation was that any vaccine was safe and effective, 
it is important UK legislation allows for it to be deployed as quickly as possible.  
 
The proposed changes include provision for a wider range of persons to be 
permitted to administer some vaccines, to be set out via a protocol to be approved 
by Scottish Ministers. The Scottish Government welcomes these proposals which 
offer scope to support both the expansion of the seasonal flu vaccination programme 
and delivery of a COVID-19 vaccine, in the event that a safe and effective vaccine is 
found. 
 
The Scottish Government officials have liaised with their UK Government 
counterparts to seek information about the proposed changes.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what impact domestic and foreign travel had on the COVID-19 clusters 
in Aberdeen in August 2020 and Glasgow, West Dunbartonshire and East 
Renfrewshire in September; what action it took to deal with the impact of this 
domestic and foreign travel; whether it considers that the action it took was 
proportionate and, if so, what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-31585  
 
Humza Yousaf: There is no evidence to suggest that foreign and domestic travel 
played a significant role in the recent COVID-19 outbreak in Aberdeen which was 
largely associated with a number of bars in the City. The current outbreak in West of 
Scotland is driven by a number of factors, but the evidence from Test and Protect 
suggests that travel only plays a minor role here. 
 
Public health measures have been implemented at borders to prevent importation of 
the virus from foreign travel. This includes the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(International Travel) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 which outlines the requirement to 
complete the Passenger Locator Form and self-isolate upon arrival in Scotland from 
a non-exempt country or territory. 
 
Regarding domestic travel, localised restriction measures can be used to limit 
transmission from a higher prevalence area to a lower prevalence area. Similar 
measures have been deployed in Aberdeen to help control transmission. At present, 
the question of self-isolation for those arriving from England, where they may be a 
higher prevalence, is not being actively considered. This will, as with all these 
measures, be kept under review. 
 
We think the current actions are proportionate in light of the potential risk associated 
with travel, but we are keeping these actions under review and are considering other 
options. We are working on a four nations basis to examine whether additional 
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measures at airports, such as testing. could further reduce the risk of imported 
Covid-19 cases from abroad. What we know at the moment is that Covid-19 has an 
incubation period of up to 14 days and the quarantining of travellers from high risk 
countries is the safest way to reduce transmission of the disease. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government when it will provide updated COVID-19 guidance for livestock 
keepers. 

 
S5W-32068  

 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has published three sets of guidance that 
refer to livestock. The latest guidance "Farmers and Crofters" is published on the 
Rural Payments website and was last updated on 22 September 2020. The 
document provides guidance for working safely on farms and crofts during COVID-
19. It provides links to more detailed industry guidance on sheep shearing, animal 
health, inspections, attending livestock marts, and tests for livestock. The latest 
revisions to both the "Coronavirus Advice for Animal Owners", and "Coronavirus 
Advice for Livestock Keepers on Statutory Testing" were updated on gov.scot on 02 
October 2020. All documents are kept under constant review. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Jackson Carlaw (Eastwood) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to the National Deaf 
Children’s Society's campaign to widen access to clear face coverings in order to 
improve communication with deaf people, while still protecting the public from 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32049  
 
Christina McKelvie: The Scottish Government is aware that where face coverings 
and face masks are worn there may be additional challenges for those who are deaf 
or rely on lip-reading, as well as others with different communication needs. I 
understand the National Deaf Children’s Society #keepitclear campaign focuses on 
the importance of both clear masks and clear communication for deaf children.  
 
The Scottish Government has worked to support Scottish manufacturers to produce 
transparent face coverings. We know of several instances where transparent face 
coverings are in use in education settings and local authorities have been made 
aware that transparent face coverings are available through existing procurement 
routes. 
 
Transparent face coverings may offer benefits in certain circumstances to people 
with different communication needs, however there are exemptions to the mandatory 
use of face coverings which include those who are communicating with someone 
who lip-reads. In these circumstances, Scottish Government guidance states that 
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hands should be washed or sanitised before removing face coverings and a distance 
of two metres should be maintained whilst communicating. The Scottish Government 
has run social media campaigns to raise awareness of exemptions to mandatory 
face coverings. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government by what date mobile therapists, including 
massage and beauty therapists, who attend clients in their own homes will be 
allowed to resume business. 
 

S5W-31944  
 
Christina McKelvie: We recognise that this is a difficult time for mobile therapists. 
However, our primary driver is safeguarding public health and wellbeing and 
preventing transmission of the virus.  
 
While we are not yet able to provide a date for when these services will be permitted 
to resume, we will aim to do so as soon as is it safe. We have developed guidance in 
partnership with sectoral trade bodies and health specialists to support mobile close 
contact services when it is safe for them to return to work.  
 
In the meantime, therapists who operate from a fixed premises – including the 
practitioner’s own home – are currently permitted to do so provided they follow the 
relevant guidance.  
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Written questions lodged on 2 October 2020 

S5W-32235 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide details of the advice it has received that specifically advises banning 
background music in hospitality venues to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
S5W-32236 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is aware 
of any other countries that have imposed a ban on background music being played 
in hospitality venues in relation to the COVID-19 outbreak, and what discussions it 
has had with any such countries on the effectiveness of such a ban. 
S5W-32237 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what contingency 
plans there are to respond to any increased NHS and social care staff absences 
during the winter. 
S5W-32238 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to a recent University of Glasgow survey that suggests there was an increase in 
rates of (a) alcohol consumption and (b) distress among the general public during 
the COVID-19 lockdown.  
S5W-32241 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it 
has set a five-adult limit on attendance at baby and toddler classes but none for 
gyms, pubs or restaurants. 
S5W-32242 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
reconsider its position regarding the establishment of a commissioner for older 
people, in light of the impact of COVID-19 on that age group. 
S5W-32250 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government how many people it 
estimates will claim the Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
S5W-32251 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
received from the UK Government to fund the Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
S5W-32252 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
allocated to each local authority to fund the Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
S5W-32253 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government whether local 
authorities have received funding for the Self-Isolation Support Grant and, if not, by 
what date they will receive this. 
S5W-32254 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government on what date it 
received funding from the UK Government for the Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
S5W-32256 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government when it will issue 
guidance to enable music venues to reintroduce live performances.  
S5W-32257 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what planning it is 
carrying out to support pilot performances for live performance venues and 
companies.  
S5W-32258 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government by what date awards 
from the Grassroots Music Venues Stabilisation Fund will be made. 
S5W-32259 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government whether face-to-face 
music tuition in homes is permitted under the most recent COVID-19 guidelines. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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