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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 12 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 12 October can be found on page 4 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 12 October) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
Angela Constance (Almond Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it plans to open up further options to enhance visiting in care 
homes. 
 

S5W-32468  
 
Jeane Freeman: Visiting is a fundamental part of the health and wellbeing of those 
who live in care homes and the Scottish Government recognises the impact that 
visiting restrictions has had on care home residents and their loved ones. It is 
committed to safely resuming visiting and everyday life activities for care home 
residents. 
 
The Care Homes Clinical and Professional Advisory Group (a multidisciplinary group 
which has provided clinical and professional advice throughout the pandemic on care 
homes), and key stakeholders such as Scottish Care, has been actively working to 
develop guidance for the sector to re-introduce visiting in care homes through a 
staged approach. This being in as safe a way as possible, while COVID-19 remains 
in Scotland. 
 
The plan commenced from 3 July, with care homes initially supporting outdoor 
visiting with one visitor once a week, increasing to 2-3 outdoor visitors from 10 
August. Additionally, indoor visiting involving one visitor, once a week, has been 
implemented by care homes that have had visiting their plans approved by local 
Directors of Public Health. 
 
Today I have published updated guidance for the sector to support residents and 
relatives to spend more time together as safely as possible. The guidance has been 
developed with input from family members, carers, and clinicians to offer greater 
flexibility in visiting arrangements and indoor visiting in particular, as winter 
approaches. It recommends extending indoor visits between residents and their 
designated visitor to up to four hours. Outdoor visits can be extended to up to an 
hour with up to six visitors from no more than two households, including children and 
young people. The new guidance also supports increased personal interaction, 
including hugs or hand holding, as long as strict PPE and infection prevention control 
measures are met. The guidance also recommends that hairdressers be supported 
to return to care homes, with safety measures in place. Guidance published on 3rd 
September also recommended that, from 7th September, routine, preventative and 
rehabilitative visits by health and social care professionals resume. 
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Care homes should only resume visiting when they have been free of COVID-19 for 
28 days, are participating actively in the care home worker testing programme and 
have had their visiting risk assessments approved by the local Director of Public 
Health (or delegated official). Any decisions about enacting the guidance to ease 
restrictions will be made by care homes in the coming weeks, based on local 
planning and risk assessment, and in collaboration with residents and families 
wherever possible, to ensure safe visiting for everyone. Until 31st March 2021, care 
homes can continue to access local PPE Hubs for support with additional PPE, 
including provision for visitors, should normal supply routes be unsuccessful. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to actively consider how we can best support 
safe visiting in care homes and protect those who are at most risk from this virus.  
 
Alongside changes to visiting guidance, the care home sector has been updated on 
the phased transition of the weekly care home worker testing programme from UK 
Government (UKG) laboratories to the NHS, which will continue over the coming 
weeks in line with work to bring three NHS Regional Testing Hubs online.  
 
Care home providers will be kept up to date through the Transition Programmes 
communication group, including individual care home transition arrangements to 
reduce uncertainty for providers. Providers will continue to access weekly testing by 
their current route in the meantime. 
 
The updated guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-
guidance/ 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when NHS dental services will be available for patients to access a full 
range of treatments through the NHS. 
 

S5W-32452  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The pandemic has been an extremely challenging time for dentistry 
and the Government recognises NHS contractor efforts, patience and resilience 
throughout the period. The Government is committed to ensuring that the needs of 
patients to be seen for NHS dental treatment can be met, in a way that supports the 
good efforts of the dental community to maintain the high standards of health and 
safety needed to minimise the threat from COVID-19. 
 
NHS dental services will be able to return to the High Street dental setting from 1 
November to provide patients with access to the full range of treatments for all NHS 
patients. The Government is clear that this is not business as usual but by making 
available a full range of treatments for NHS patients, this enables dentists and dental 
teams to provide a wider range of NHS care for their patients, prioritised by clinical 
judgement and in line with wider public health protection measures. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what provisions it is making for local authority budgets in order to meet 
the cost of the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-32202  
 
Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government have already taken exceptional measures in 
every area of government to deal with the challenges of COVID-19 and that is 
particularly clear in the support for local services. 
 
In addition to the £382.2 million of direct funding already committed, £135 million, 
over the next two years, to help support the return to school and a total of up to £100 
million to support the challenges in the social care sector which will be provided 
through Integration Authorities, the Scottish Government announced a package of 
financial flexibilities and extra funding on 8 October for local authorities to meet the 
ongoing challenges of COVID-19. 
 
Scotland’s councils have been granted additional financial flexibilities to address the 
pressures caused by COVID-19 which could be worth around £600 million over the 
next two years. Working with COSLA and local authorities the Scottish Government 
will finalise a lost income scheme, including support for ALEOs, worth an estimated 
£90 million which when added to the recently committed £49 million consequentials 
will provide an extra £139 million of funding. 
 
Taken together these measures will provide councils with an overall financial 
flexibility and funding package of around £750 million, this brings the value of the 
overall COVID-19 support package for councils to more than £1 billion. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it has a target for the level of flu vaccine uptake among over 65s, and what it 
is doing to promote uptake of the flu vaccine among this group. 
 

S5W-32181  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government aims to vaccinate more people within 
groups with existing eligibility than ever before. Scotland has a reputation for high 
seasonal flu vaccine uptake and our working assumptions for the 65 years and over 
is 75% for this year’s flu season, which is in line with the World Health Organisation 
guidance. Those over the age of 65 are at high clinical risk from seasonal flu, 
therefore Scottish Government will seek to utilise vaccine supply in a way which 
allows as many of this group as possible to be vaccinated. 
 
The Scottish Government have developed our public health marketing campaign for 
this flu season, which is firmly based on research and insight on effective messaging 
in light of Covid-19. This extensive campaign will also involve close partnership work 
with public, private and third sector organisations to amplify our message.  
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Written questions lodged on 12 October 2020 

S5W-32458 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government how it will continue to 
communicate with the hospitality industry in relation to Test and Protect while 
businesses are closed. 
S5W-32459 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will introduce 
testing for COVID-19 of all student teachers prior to them taking up school 
placements. 
S5W-32460 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it 
introduced COVID-19 restrictions on group exercise, and what evidence it 
considered when making this decision. 
S5W-32461 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason all NHS 
frontline staff are not being routinely tested for COVID-19, and when this will start. 
S5W-32462 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it is 
reportedly not following the World Health Organization (WHO) advice to test, trace 
and isolate every case of COVID-19. 
S5W-32463 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it will introduce 
temperature checks in schools for staff and pupils. 
S5W-32464 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it will introduce 
temperature checks in hospitals for staff and patients. 
S5W-32465 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it will introduce 
routine COVID-19 testing of staff and pupils in schools. 
S5W-32466 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when it will introduce 
routine COVID-19 testing of staff and patients in hospitals. 
S5W-32467 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
Scottish Ambulance Service has permanently closed its mobile COVID-19 testing 
site at Ravenscraig Regional Sports Facility and, if so, for what reason. 
S5W-32473 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will issue 
further guidance for tradespeople regarding safety measures when carrying out work 
and repairs in people’s homes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32458
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32459
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32460
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32461
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32462
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32463
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32464
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32465
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32466
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32467
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32473
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer 
reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

