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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 20 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 20 October can be found on page 8 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 20 October) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the potential impact of the end of the “no evictions” 
policy. 
 

S5W-32174  
 

Kevin Stewart: The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 provides further protection to 
people living in the rented sector, during the pandemic, by extending the notice to 
leave periods that a landlord must provide, for up to six months. You will be aware 
that this protection was recently extended until 31 March 2021. 
  
We have always made clear that it is essential that the emergency legislation be 
supported by safeguards including regular reporting and review, and these were built 
into the first and second Scottish Acts. Section 15 of the first Scottish Act, and 
section 12 of the second Scottish Act require Scottish Ministers to review the 
operation of the provisions of Part 1 of those Acts in each reporting period, and every 
two months, report on the status of the provisions – including the provisions relating 
to eviction from rented accommodation - and make a statement that they are 
satisfied that the status of those provisions is appropriate. 
  
Our first two-monthly report on the Coronavirus Acts was published on 9 June, the 
second report to the Scottish Parliament was published on 11 August and the third 
report covering the period from 1 August to 30 September, was published on 6 
October 
  
These reports include an assessment of the impact of, and continued need for, these 
important provisions. 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-two-monthly-report-scottish-
parliament/pages/0/ 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-second-report-scottish-
parliament/ 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-third-report-scottish-parliament/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-two-monthly-report-scottish-parliament/pages/0/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-two-monthly-report-scottish-parliament/pages/0/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-second-report-scottish-parliament/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-second-report-scottish-parliament/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-acts-third-report-scottish-parliament/
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support it will offer travel agents to help the sector 
during the winter period, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32138  
 

Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31918 on 30 
September 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
(a) additional funding it has committed and (b) plans it has to support the adult 
learning sector in to assist people who have been made redundant due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic back into education, training or employment. 
 

S5W-32154  
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recognises that Covid 19 has had a 
fundamental impact on the Scottish economy and labour market and is committed to 
supporting people to retrain and reskill into good, sustainable jobs as the economy 
begins to grow again. 
 
That is why, in 2020-21, we are providing an additional £100 million for targeted 
employment support and training. This includes our £25m National Transition 
Training Fund to help up to 10,000 people aged 25 and over, who have lost their 
jobs or are at risk of redundancy as a result of the virus, to develop the skills required 
to move into sectors with the greatest potential for future growth and job 
opportunities. 
 
We are also providing £5 million to enhance support for those affected by 
redundancy through our Partnership Action for Continuing Employment (PACE) 
initiative. We have extended Fair Start Scotland contracts for a further two years to 
March 2023 to provide support for unemployed disabled people, those with health 
conditions and/or other barriers to moving into fair and sustained work, and we are 
investing £7.35m this year through Parental Employment Support Fund to enable 
priority family groups enter and progress in employment. 
 
Additionally, we have committed to developing a Lifelong Learning strategy, in 
consultation with the adult learning sector. This is to ensure Community Learning 
and Development, specifically adult learning and youth work, is integrated within our 
wider education and skills system. This will enable us to raise the status of the 
importance of lifelong learning and bring together partners from national adult 
learning and youth work organisations, local authorities, colleges, Education 
Scotland, Skills Development Scotland and SCQF to further integrate adult learning 
and youth work alongside the formal education system. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when it will issue guidance to enable music venues to reintroduce live 
performances. 
 

S5W-32256  
 

Fiona Hyslop: Guidance for the performing arts and venues sector, including music 
venues, on safe re-opening during the coronavirus pandemic was published on 21 
August 2020. Depending on their specific circumstances, music venues may also 
need to reference the guidance for the tourism and hospitality sector.  
 
Guidance is regularly reviewed and updated to reflect changes in the scientific 
advice available on, for example, singing and playing wind and brass instruments, 
and changes to measures put in place by government to supress virus transmission. 
Performing arts venues are not yet able to reopen to live audiences. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether face-to-face music tuition in homes is permitted under the most 
recent COVID-19 guidelines. 
 

S5W-32259  
 

Fiona Hyslop: Private teaching in people’s home is considered a commercial 
meeting, rather than social, and is permitted subject to the tutor carrying out 
appropriate risk assessments and implementing mitigations to ensure alignment with 
relevant guidance. 
 
All of the Scottish Government safer workplaces guidance can be found on our 
returning to work safely webpage: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-returning-to-work/pages/employers/ 
 
In particular, people offering music tuition are encouraged to follow: 
• the Coronavirus (COVID-19): general guidance for safer workplaces: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-guidance-for-safer-
workplaces/; 
• the Coronavirus (COVID-19): small and micro businesses guidance: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-businesses-
guidance/; 
• the Coronavirus (COVID-19: guidance for the performing arts and venues 
sector: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-
performing-arts-and-venues-sector/; 
• and, where children are being taught, the Coronavirus (COVID-19): organised 
activities for children provisional guidance: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-
children/. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-returning-to-work/pages/employers/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-returning-to-work/pages/employers/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-guidance-for-safer-workplaces/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-general-guidance-for-safer-workplaces/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-businesses-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-small-and-micro-businesses-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much funding has been delivered by the Scottish National Investment Bank this 
year to support economic recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether it 
will provide a breakdown of how this has been allocated. 
 

S5W-32285  
 

Fiona Hyslop: I refer the member to the answer given to question S5W-32195 on 20 
October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answers to questions S5W-31365 and S5W-
31795 by John Swinney on 4 September and 28 September 2020 respectively, what 
the (a) intended policy or (b) options for intended policies were when it issued the 
statement that "details will be provided separately before schools return on 11 
August, regarding the approach for the assessment of national qualifications for the 
2021-session" within the Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on preparing for the 
start of the new school term in August 2020, which was published on 30 July 2020, 
and whether this (i) was or (ii) included a similar system of moderation as used for 
the 2019-20 exams. 
 

S5W-32216  
 

John Swinney: Our position to date, as outlined in the Strategic Framework for Re-
opening Schools published in May, has been for an exam diet to be held next year. 
However, in these exceptional times the Scottish Qualifications Authority and the 
Education Recovery Group have been looking at contingency plans. The current 
circumstances and the continued impact of COVID-19 present the significant risk of 
disruption to the running of the exam diet in 2021. 
 
I set out in my statement to Parliament on 7 October that Higher and Advanced 
Higher exams will go ahead in 2021 with a clear contingency plan in place should 
public health guidance near the time make that not possible. I also outlined that in 
response to the recommendations of Professor Priestley's review, and discussions 
with stakeholders, that no exams would take place for National 5 courses and an 
alternative approach for assessing these qualifications will be used based on teacher 
judgement, supported by assessment resources and quality assurance.  
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to review the guidance for schools that currently states that teachers 
who were previously shielding should attend work in the classroom. 
 

S5W-32356  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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John Swinney: The guidance which was prepared to support the return to school, 
includes advice for those who are considered to be clinically vulnerable and 
extremely clinically vulnerable (shielding). In line with the position on shielding, the 
guidance indicates that those who were formerly shielding can return to work in 
schools, and that an individualised risk assessment should be undertaken. The 
guidance on special considerations for certain groups is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-
new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/ 
 
The position in relation to shielding currently remains the same, as set out at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/. 
 
The guidance for schools will be updated in due course, to include references to the 
shielding guidance above, including the steps which those formerly shielding can 
take to receive shielding updates, and information on the current levels of infection in 
Scotland.  
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on whether teachers who were previously shielding should be 
working in classrooms in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland, in light of Glasgow City 
Council's Executive Director of Education writing to schools to highlight an 
“extraordinary number of cases where teachers have tested positive for COVID-19”. 
 

S5W-32355  
 

John Swinney: The guidance which was prepared to support the return to school, 
includes advice for those who are considered to be clinically vulnerable and 
extremely clinically vulnerable (shielding). In line with the position on shielding, the 
guidance indicates that those who were formerly shielding can return to work in 
schools, and that an individualised risk assessment should be undertaken. The 
guidance on special considerations for certain groups is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-
new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/ 
 
As the guidance outlines, risk assessments should consider measures that can be 
taken to lower the risk of transmission amongst staff and pupils in all parts of the 
school.  
 
The decisions on where teachers and school staff who have previously been 
shielding are deployed are for individual schools and local authorities, in line with 
their responsibilities as employers, following individualised risk assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/
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Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
for what reason some teachers and school staff who were previously shielding are 
reportedly being permitted to work outside of a classroom environment in some local 
authorities while in others they are being required to work in the classroom. 
 

S5W-32354  
 

John Swinney: The guidance which was prepared to support the return to school, 
includes advice for those who are considered to be clinically vulnerable and 
extremely clinically vulnerable (shielding). In line with the position on shielding, the 
guidance indicates that those who were formerly shielding can return to work in 
schools, and that an individualised risk assessment should be undertaken. The 
guidance on special considerations for certain groups is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-
new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/ 
 
The decisions on where teachers and school staff who have previously been 
shielding are deployed are for individual schools and local authorities, in line with 
their responsibilities as employers, following individualised risk assessment. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Connectivity and Infrastructure 
 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions it has with ScotRail regarding how the 
price of peak fare tickets are set. 
 

S5W-32233  
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that rail 
fares are affordable for passengers and taxpayers across Scotland. Therefore, we 
have taken action to minimise the impact on passengers by capping increases for 
regulated ScotRail peak fares at the level of the Retail Price Index (RPI), and 
ScotRail’s regulated off-peak fare increases are capped at one percent lower than 
inflation. This means, in Scotland, average fares increases are lower than England.  
 
Given the current COVID-19 pandemic, Transport Scotland, with the rail industry, is 
in the process of considering the options regarding future fares and tickets. 
 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether students will be able to take a driving test, in light 
of new restrictions in place for them. 
 

S5W-32207  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020-version-3/pages/3/
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Michael Matheson: There is no specific restriction on students taking a driving test. 
They should have reference, however, to up to date guidance and any local 
restrictions that may apply. 
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Written questions lodged on 20 October 2020 

S5W-32666 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on what action it is taking to prevent residential outdoor learning 
centres from closure, and how much it is allocating in Barnett consequentials 
towards this. 
S5W-32674 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether guidance 
for parent and baby groups will be changed to increase the maximum number of 
adults to 10 for groups where the children are aged 24 or 36 months old. 
S5W-32676 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the evidence it used when deciding to cancel gym classes under the current 
COVID-19 guidance. 
S5W-32677 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what plans NHS Lothian 
has for rolling out a COVID-19 vaccine in 2020-21. 
S5W-32678 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what plans NHS Lothian 
has for rolling out a COVID-19 preventative treatment programme in 2020-21. 
S5W-32679 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to ensure that colleges are able to deal with any backlog of coursework marking to 
allow students to progress to the next level of their studies. 
S5W-32681 Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
local authorities with any additional resources required to ensure that all teachers 
requesting a flu vaccination for 2020-21 are able to receive this. 
S5W-32686 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government how much flu vaccine it 
has allocated to each NHS board as a proportion of the eligible cohort population, 
and whether it will confirm the total cohort. 
S5W-32689 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish its evaluation of the pilot events allowing spectators to attend the football 
matches at Aberdeen and Ross County on 12 September 2020. 
S5W-32690 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether its 
decision not to authorise a pilot event allowing spectators to attend the football 
match at Aberdeen FC on 25 October 2020 was based on its evaluation of the 
previous fixtures on 12 September 2020 and, if not, on what basis the request from 
Aberdeen FC to allow supporters to attend was refused. 
S5W-32691 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish a plan outlining how it aims to achieve a gradual return of spectators to 
football matches. 
S5W-32692 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) staffing 
and (b) budget resources it has allocated to evaluating and taking forward pilot 
events allowing the gradual return of spectators to football matches. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32666
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32674
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32676
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32677
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32678
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32679
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32681
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32686
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32689
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32690
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32691
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32692
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Searching for questions and motions 

 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

