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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 21 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 21 October can be found on page 5 of this 
document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 21 October) 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to review the processes and prerequisites 
required for the eviction of tenants. 
 

S5W-32288  
 

Kevin Stewart: The Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016 introduced the 
most significant changes to private renting in over 30 years, including the new 
Private Residential Tenancy (PRT) which modernised the way landlords can recover 
possession of their properties. The new tenancy came into place on 1 December 
2017 and a key part of understanding it’s impact on both landlords and tenants, will 
be to undertake effective monitoring and evaluation activity.  
 
We are therefore participating in a research project, funded by the Nationwide 
Foundation, that seeks to understand the impacts on the sector of the new tenancy 
regime. The project – running over a three year period from 2019 to 2022 – aims to 
examine the impact of the changes on perceived and actual security of tenure, 
access to justice, affordability, landlord and tenant conduct, tenants on low incomes 
and tenants in housing need. This research is complimented by a wider monitoring 
and evaluation framework for the new tenancy regime being taken forward by the 
Scottish Government.  
 
Furthermore, during the passage of the Private Housing Tenancies (Scotland) Bill 
through Parliament, the then Minister for Housing and Welfare, Margaret Burgess 
MSP, gave a commitment to review the grounds for repossession after the private 
residential tenancy had been in operation for 5 years (December 2022). To support 
this work, we are closely monitoring the eviction case decisions published by the 
First-tier Tribunal (Housing and Property Chamber).  
 
You will be aware that the Scottish Government put in place a number of additional 
protections for renters in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, including extending 
the notice period a landlord has to give before initiating eviction action and to 
introduce temporary pre-action requirements. We are also closely monitoring the 
impact of these measures to help inform further policy development within the 
private rented sector. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government by what date awards from the Grassroots Music Venues Stabilisation 
Fund will be made. 
 

S5W-32258  
 

Fiona Hyslop: Awards from the Grassroots Music Venues Stabilisation Fund were 
announced on 22 September. Disbursement started on 30 September, with all but 
one award made within two weeks. Almost 60% of awards were made within one 
week. The majority of those that were not paid within that timeframe were made by 
14 October, following the provision of additional information to Creative Scotland. A 
single award remains to be paid, pending the provision of further information 
required to enable payment.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with (a) colleges and (b) 
universities regarding the preparations that will be required for exams in the current 
academic year. 
 

S5W-32312  
 

Richard Lochhead: We are currently working with both the college and university 
sectors on the best approaches to be taken in the current pandemic situation to 
ensure students receive the best educational experience and also remain safe. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people it estimates will claim the Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
 

S5W-32250  
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: This type of scheme is demand led, and it is difficult to 
estimate the number of people eligible for the scheme. Based on our modelling of 
the number of people who might be asked to self-isolate, our current estimate of 
costs is upwards of £11m for the remainder of this financial year. However, it is 
difficult to provide estimates around such an unpredictable virus and human action. 
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Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it has received from the UK Government to fund the Self-Isolation Support 
Grant. 
 

S5W-32251  
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The UK Government recently confirmed an additional 
£700m guaranteed consequential funding for Scotland, but has not provided a 
breakdown of how any of the consequentials provided so far relate to particular 
announcements in England. We will continue to press the UK Government for further 
support so people will not be forced into hardship because they are doing the right 
thing by isolating and stopping the transmission of the virus. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it has allocated to each local authority to fund the Self-Isolation Support Grant. 
 

S5W-32252  
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The Scottish Government will reimburse local authorities 
for the cost of the payments, as well as additional administration funding to manage 
the scheme. The distribution methodology is currently being considered by the joint 
Scottish Government and COSLA Settlement and Distribution Group, with a view to 
seeking COSLA political leaders approval on 30 October. Subject to approval, 
individual local authority allocations can be provided shortly after this date. Our 
current estimate is that the grant payments could cost £11 million for the remainder 
of the current financial year. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on 
what date it received funding from the UK Government for the Self-Isolation Support 
Grant. 
 

S5W-32254  
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The UK Government recently confirmed an additional 
£700m guaranteed consequential funding for Scotland, but has not provided a 
breakdown of how any of the consequentials provided so far relate to particular 
announcements in England. We will continue to press the UK Government for further 
support so people will not be forced into hardship because they are doing the right 
thing by isolating and stopping the transmission of the virus. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether local authorities have received funding for the Self-Isolation Support Grant 
and, if not, by what date they will receive this. 
 

S5W-32253  
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Shirley-Anne Somerville: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32252 
on 21 October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Written questions lodged on 21 October 2020 

S5W-32695 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason NHS 
Louisa Jordan is reportedly not being used to respond to the COVID-19 ward at St 
John’s Hospital in Livingston being full. 
S5W-32697 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
announcement by the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture that 
"up to £9 million of funding will help with the costs of re-furloughing staff by 
supporting the 20% salary contribution required by the UK Government" and that 
"payment mechanisms for additional support on top of grants to support the top up 
costs of furlough currently met by business are being identified", when it expects to 
announce details of a payment mechanism to deliver additional support to 
businesses on top of existing commitments to help them meet their furlough 
contributions. 
S5W-32699 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance and 
support is available to encourage schools to host Bikeability training programmes 
given COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-32700 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what support it 
can provide to students who are unable to access jobs that they have to support their 
studies in the event they are required to self-isolate for two weeks before the 
Christmas holidays. 
S5W-32702 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
cases associated with (a) primary and (b) secondary schools there have been in 
each week since 11 August 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32695
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32697
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32699
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32700
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32702
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Searching for questions and motions 

 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

