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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 22 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 22 October can be found on page 4 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 22 October) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the restrictions currently in place to 
limit the spread of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32713  
 

Michael Russell: The measures currently in place are due to expire at 6 am on 26 
October. In light of the clinical evidence and advice, we have judged that these 
measures are required for a short additional period, until a levels-based approach 
can be debated in Parliament and then implemented. Regulations will be made to 
extend the current measures for a further seven days which will give them a new 
expiry date of 6 am on Monday 2 November. We will continue to keep the various 
restrictions under review and will keep the Scottish Parliament updated. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether non-cohabiting couples who live with other people 
are required to form an extended household in order to meet. 
 

S5W-32383  
 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government “Staying Safe and Protecting Others” 
guidance on extended households sets out the circumstances in which we advise 
extended households could be formed. There is a section in this guidance entitled 
“Couples who do not live together”, where more information on forming an extended 
household in these circumstances can be found. 
 
The regulations do not provide an additional exemption which would allow non-
cohabiting couples to meet unless complying with the restrictions on public and 
private gatherings. Currently, non-cohabiting couples, who have not formed an 
extended household, can meet outdoors or in public indoor settings such as cafes 
but cannot meet inside private dwellings. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
Scottish Enterprise will rehire directly its cleaning staff whose contracts have been 
terminated by Sodexo because of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32486  
 

Fiona Hyslop: This is an operational matter for Scottish Enterprise. I have passed 
your query to Linda Hanna, the Interim Chief Executive of Scottish Enterprise, who 
will provide an answer to you directly. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people it estimates will need a flu vaccine in winter 2020-21, 
and how this compares with each of the last five years. 
 

S5W-32149 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is aiming to vaccinate more people than 
ever before. In total, the Scottish Government is aiming to vaccinate 2.4 million people, 
which is an increase of 800,000 vaccines from last year’s programme. Further details 
in the following table. 
 
Those most at risk from the seasonal flu are already eligible to receive the vaccine for 
free. This includes: 
 

• Those aged 65 and over, 

• Those who have an underlying health condition which increases risk, 

• Pregnant women, 

• Health care workers, 

• Young and unpaid carers 

• Children aged 2-5 (not yet at school), and 

• Primary school children. 
 
The Scottish Government is expanding the seasonal flu vaccine to the following 
groups this year: 

• Front line social care workers 

• Household members of those shielding 

• 55-64 year-olds 

Year Planning Uptake Assumptions Total Uptake 

2020-21 2,442,788 Data collection started  

2019-20 1,933,377 1,601,527 

2018-19 1,912,683 1,589,729 

2017-18 1,889,392 1,583,462 
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2016-17 1,870,554 1,547,903 

2015-16 1,848,954 1,557,562 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will reconsider its position regarding the establishment of a 
commissioner for older people, in light of the impact of COVID-19 on that age group. 
 

S5W-32242  
 

Christina McKelvie: Further to my response to the answer to question S5W-29789 
on 18 June 2020, I can advise that the Scottish Government’s position on the 
creation of a Commissioner for Older People has not changed. 
 
I would refer to the process which led to the establishment of the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People. This role was established by the Parliament and is 
accountable to Parliament. It would therefore be for the Scottish Parliament to 
explore if there is now a need for a Commissioner for Older People, and if they deem 
it so, what the roles and responsibilities of a Commissioner would be.  
 
We have consulted and been advised by the Older People’s Strategic Action Forum 
throughout the pandemic to ensure that we hear first-hand, the emerging issues that 
might be affecting older people, and to ensure that our response clearly reflects the 
priorities that have been identified. We know that older people have been adversely 
affected by restrictions put in place to combat the spread of the coronavirus and I 
recognise that the recent additional restrictions will feel even more of a challenge for 
many. That is why we have dedicated over £1.16 million to older people’s 
organisations to enable them to increase the provision of advice and support to older 
people and their families across Scotland, not only through helplines but also wider 
services, and why we continue extensive engagement with our stakeholders.  
 
Our commitment to improve the lives of older people in Scotland remains and the 
importance of our strategy ‘A Fairer Scotland for Older People – A Framework for 
Action’ is key to our way forward. 
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Written Questions 

Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 

Written questions lodged on 22 October 2020 

S5W-32579 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it took 
to inform the public about the new fire safety regulations for homeowners that it had 
initially planned to come into force on 1 February 2021; whether it now plans to 
launch a wider public awareness campaign, and what funding is available to help 
people in deprived areas adapt their homes to meet the requirements. 
S5W-32707 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how the updated 
care home guidance for family caregivers relates to residential care settings for 
younger adults.  
S5W-32708 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
mental health support is being made available, in light of continued restrictions due 
to COVID-19, which can result in an increase in isolation and loneliness. 
S5W-32709 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on how COVID-19 restrictions have affected mental health 
services' waiting times. 
S5W-32711 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish the 
report requested by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport from the Junior 
Doctors' 48-hour Expert Working Group, and whether it will provide an update on its 
plans to ensure that all junior doctors work for no more than 48 hours every week. 
S5W-32714 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what action was taken 
to provide school meal vouchers during the October 2020 school holidays, and what 
plans it has for the Christmas holidays. 
S5W-32726 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-30900 by Michael Matheson on 25 August 2020, whether it will 
provide an update on the information that was provided regarding its support for the 
bus industry in response to COVID-19. 
S5W-32727 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government on what date the 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport first became aware of plans by NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde and any other NHS boards to prioritise flu vaccinations for over-
65s by youngest to oldest. 
S5W-32730 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to ensure 
that teachers and school staff in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland who have been 
eligible for a flu vaccination via their school in previous years will receive a flu 
vaccination this year, given the announcement by Glasgow City Council’s HR 
department that, due to COVID-19, the annual flu vaccination programme for 
teachers will not now be running. 
S5W-32731 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to ensure 
that older and vulnerable people in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland are able to receive 
a flu vaccination within close proximity to their home. 
S5W-32732 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to support 
older and vulnerable people in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland who are required to 
travel to receive their flu vaccination, in order to minimise the risk of contracting 
COVID-19.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32579
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32707
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32708
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32709
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32711
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32714
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32726
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32727
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32730
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32731
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32732
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S5W-32733 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports by trade union representatives and hospital staff in the NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde area that (a) surgical Type 2 face masks and (b) Type 11R 
masks have been issued, despite evidence having been published, which is 
understood to indicate that these do not offer protection to the wearer. 
S5W-32734 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to support 
workers employed in night-time industries, given reports by the Night Time Industries 
Association (NTIA) that 83% expect to make redundancies following the end of the 
Job Retention Scheme.  
S5W-32735 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to support 
night-time entertainment venues that are unlikely to be able to operate for a 
considerable amount of time owing to COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-32736 Patrick Harvie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it considers 
that the existing support provided to night-time entertainment venues is likely to be 
sufficient in preventing (a) venue closures and (b) job losses, given that, unlike other 
hospitality venues such as cafes, restaurants, bars and pubs, they will be unable to 
re-open when temporary COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32733
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32734
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32735
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32736
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Searching for questions and motions 

 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

