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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 27 October 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 27 October can be found on pages 9 to 12 of this 
document. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and oral answers relating to COVID-19 on 27 
October are included at page 8, where there is also a link to the debate led by 
the First Minister on COVID-19: Scotland’s Strategic Framework. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 27 October) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the impact of COVID-19 restrictions on trades people’s ability 
to enter private homes, combined with loss of earnings, whether it will consider a 
one-year delay to the implementation of the amendment to the Housing (Scotland) 
Act (1987) that requires home owners to pay an  average of £220 by February 2021 
to comply with the new fire safety regulations. 
 

S5W-32521  
 
Kevin Stewart: Yes. Improving fire safety remains a key priority for the Scottish 
Government, and our intention is that everyone should benefit from the same level of 
protection, whether you own your home or rent from a social or private landlord. 
However, the Scottish Government recognises the challenges, due to COVID-19, 
that affect home owners and the work needed to meet the new safety standards for 
fire and smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors. Therefore, I intend to bring 
forward regulations shortly which, subject to Parliamentary approval, will amend the 
commencement date for new minimum standards to 1 February 2022. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether employers are required to provide face coverings for their 
employees. 
 

S5W-32638  
 
Fiona Hyslop: A requirement has been placed upon staff to wear face coverings in 
workplace canteens (when not seated, eating or drinking) and indoor workplace 
communal areas from 16 October 19 October respectively. Communal areas in 
workplaces are places where people mingle or gather, for example, passageways, 
stairs, lifts, staff rooms, training rooms, changing rooms, and entrances. 
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Employers are not required to provide face coverings to their employees for these 
purposes. 
 
It is the responsibility of individuals to provide their own face coverings for wearing in 
communal areas in workplaces and in work canteens. This is consistent with the 
requirement to wear face coverings in other public places indoors, including 
restaurants, bars and cafes, especially where 2 metre distancing is difficult to 
maintain. 
 
A number of exemptions apply, and these are well documented in the guidance. 
They include where there are already measures in place to keep persons separated. 
Some people may feel more comfortable showing a card or badge that says they do 
not have to wear a face covering. A Scottish Government exemption card is being 
developed and will be accessible to the public by the end of October. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the statement by the First Minister on 7 October 2020 (Official Report, c. 
21), when the £40 million for the hospitality sector will be made available; whether 
deadlines will be set for businesses to access this, and which types of company will 
be able to access it. 
 

S5W-32374  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The First Minister announced on the 21 October an extension to the 
restrictions imposed on the 9 October, and further additional financial support for the 
businesses affected by the restrictions. As such, more than £40 million will now be 
distributed though the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund that includes grant support for 
businesses that have had to close due to restrictions and hardship grants to 
businesses that are not required to close - such as pubs and restaurants outwith the 
central belt - and some businesses in the hospitality supply chain. Application for 
those funds opened on 20th October and further information on eligibility can be 
found at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions-
fund/pages/about-the-fund/ 
 
There is also a £9 million fund to support furloughed employees. And a £11m 
Contingency Fund to help other businesses that need support but are not eligible for 
either the new Grant or Employment Support schemes: funding for the nightclub and 
soft play sectors was announced on 27 October. Future business support 
arrangements are set out in Scotland’s Strategic Framework. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much additional funding it is providing to local authorities to assist them with local 
economic recovery plans, and what specific support it has provided to (a) West 
Lothian, (b) Midlothian and (c) the City of Edinburgh Council. 
 

S5W-32481 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions-fund/pages/about-the-fund/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions-fund/pages/about-the-fund/
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Fiona Hyslop: Communities, including those affected by the COVID-19 restrictions 
in West Lothian, Midlothian and the City of Edinburgh, continue to be supported by 
investment through the Scottish Government’s Communities funding package. 
Details of funding allocated by local authority area can be found using the Scottish 
Government’s Communities Fund Mapping Tool. 
 
The tool highlights that since the start of the pandemic over £24.5 million has been 
allocated to support communities in West Lothian (£6m), Midlothian (£3.1m) and the 
City of Edinburgh (£15.4m). These areas also benefit from wider investments 
including those set out in recent correspondence to the Communities Committee. On 
20 October 2020 the Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and Older People 
announced a further £30 million of funding to tackle financial insecurity across the 
winter period and continue the provision of Free School Meals during school 
holidays, allocations for this funding will be made available once formally agreed with 
COSLA Leaders. 
 
To support businesses affected by the temporary restrictions put in place from 9 
October, I announced the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund on 13 October, making an 
initial £40 million available. An increase to the value of grants through the scheme 
was announced on 21 October, with increased funding available to support 
businesses affected by the extension of restrictions. 
 
These measures are part of the wider £2.3 billion package of support for business, 
including an estimated £972 million worth of COVID reliefs to reduce business costs 
during the pandemic, over £1 billion worth of business support fund grants and 
almost £160 million of additional grant support for small and medium sized 
businesses (SMEs) and newly self-employed people. 
 
Statistics on grants awarded by Local Authorities through the Small Business Grant 
Scheme and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant scheme are published on the 
Scottish Government website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/. 
 
Statistics on the grants for the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund, Pivotal 
Enterprise Resilience Fund (PERF) and Creative, Tourism and Hospitality 
Enterprises Hardship Fund (CTHEHF), and Bed and Breakfasts Hardship Fund 
(B&BHF) are published at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics 
 
Statistics on relief awards by Local Authority will be available in the Non-domestic 
rates relief statistics publication scheduled for release on 30 November 2020. Grant 
awards through the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund will be reported in due course. 
 
This unprecedented and fast-moving support recognises the crucial role that local 
authorities have during the Covid-19 crisis, and that the Scottish Government is 
committed to continue to deliver for businesses, communities and especially the 
most disadvantaged in our society. 
 
 

https://community-funding-mapping-1-1-scotgov.hub.arcgis.com/
https://blogs.gov.scot/fairer-scotland/2020/09/24/communities-secretary-aileen-campbells-letter-to-the-local-government-and-communities-committee/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-fund-grant-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-hardship-and-resilience-funds-statistics
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support it is making available to beauty salons that 
are unable to offer facial treatments because of face covering requirements. 
 

S5W-32389  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We know how challenging the current restrictions to enable safe 
working are for many businesses, including beauty salons. The Scottish Government 
has endeavoured to support as many businesses as possible through measures 
such as the Scottish Government’s Business Support Grants, industry-specific 
funding or through others measures such as the Job Retention Scheme and the Self 
Employed Income Support Scheme.  
 
Current support is available through the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme for 
businesses unable to maintain their usual workforce if their activities have been 
affected by Coronavirus. Employers are able to bring furloughed employees back to 
work for any amount of time and any work pattern, while still being able to claim the 
grant for the hours not worked.  
 
There is also support available through the Self Employed Support Scheme by the 
UK Government and we continue to provide rates relief for businesses whose 
premises are affected.  
 
Details of all the available support packages can be found on the 
FindBusinessSupport website. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how Getting It Right for Every Child is being implemented in early years 
education, in light of COVID-19 restrictions that affect baby and toddler classes. 
 

S5W-32188  
 
Maree Todd: Getting it right for every child is our starting position for all policies. 
Due to the current restrictions on households meeting up indoors or outdoors, the 
organised activities for children guidance has been put in place as recognition of the 
needs of younger children. This guidance will be reviewed to ensure that as many 
activities as possible can be undertaken safely at this time. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether Scottish Water's (a) business and (b) domestic customers are subject to any 
potential liability arising from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
subsidiaries offering services in England that are owned by Business Stream. 
 

S5W-31955  

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/
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Roseanna Cunningham: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-29650 by Roseanna Cunningham on 11 June 
2020, whether it will provide an update on whether, in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Scottish Water has offered to pay contractors that are unable to continue 
delivery of work on capital investment and maintenance programmes. 
 

S5W-31946  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many flu vaccinations have been ordered for winter 2020-21, and 
how this compares with each of the last five years. 
 

S5W-32148  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when people who receive and are entitled to the flu 
vaccination annually will receive a communication enabling them to receive it, and 
where these will be carried out. 
 

S5W-32124  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what measures it plans to 
introduce to assist local and community sports clubs in allowing spectators back in, 
and what financial measures will be implemented to help mitigate the impact of lost 
revenue due to spectators not being permitted to attend games. 
 

S5W-32228 

Joe FitzPatrick: I know that this continues to be an enormously challenging time for 
the sporting sector and the pandemic has put a real financial strain on many sporting 
organisations.  
 
sportscotland has supported the sector during the pandemic by providing upfront 
annual investment to Scottish governing bodies of sport and local partners and has 
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also created an additional £1.5 million fund. However, I know that there are further 
financial issues for those sporting organisations who rely on income from spectators. 
 
I met with the UK Minister for Sport, Heritage and Tourism on 1 October 2020 to 
discuss the financial package being developed by the UK Government to support 
those sporting organisations which are most affected by a delay of the return of 
spectators to stadia. We are still awaiting clarity on Barnett consequential funding to 
Scotland as a result of the UK Government scheme. However, in order that we will 
be in a position to move quickly once we receive further information from the UK 
Government, I have asked sportscotland to collect any additional financial 
information to ensure any support we put in place is properly targeted.  
 
Sport brings enjoyment to the many people who watch and play, and we don’t want 
supporters to be delayed in returning for any longer than is absolutely necessary. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will publish the evidence for its decision to ban music in pubs 
and other hospitality venues, and whether it will summarise what this evidence 
states. 
 

S5W-32145  
 
Fergus Ewing: Factors such as background sound that may lead to raised voices or 
cause people to lean-in close to others to be heard are a risk factor in the 
transmission of coronavirus. This is recognised by a wide body of publicly available 
scientific evidence in relation to the role of aerosols in the transmission of viruses. 
The current position of no background sound, including low level music and audio 
from television, is a measured and cautious approach to reduce risk. It is being kept 
under review and government has engaged with industry experts to consider how 
guidance can be developed to allow low level background sound to be managed 
safely when transmission rates are back to a manageable level. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what support it will provide to the tourism sector, in 
light of the impact of the revised COVID-19 household restrictions for self-catering 
businesses. 
 

S5W-32137  
 
Fergus Ewing: Controlling the pandemic has necessitated difficult decisions to save 
lives, including the single household rule. Our total support package now exceeds 
£2.3 billion, more than £40.5m of which has gone to tourism and hospitality; and 
almost £900 million of non-domestic rates relief for retail, hospitality and leisure 
businesses. Self-catering businesses have benefitted from targeted funds, including 
Business Grants, the Tourism Hardship fund and most recently, the Visit Scotland 
administered £1.5 million Coronavirus Support scheme. We know more support will 
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be needed into the future however the Scottish Government’s resources are limited – 
we do not have the borrowing powers required to fully support industries affected by 
the impact of Covid. Along with other Devolved Administrations we have consistently 
pressed the UK Government for increased powers to enable us to tailor our 
response and we will continue to make that case. 
 
We will also continue to press the UK Government to continue the Job Retention 
Scheme which has been a vital means of support so far – removing it now when 
businesses need it most would be catastrophic, and so far proposed replacements 
schemes fall short of what is required. 
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Topical Questions 

The following questions in relation to COVID-19 were asked: 

1. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the reports 
of at least 14 deaths at Redmill Care Home. (S5T-02459) 

2. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out 
of the impact of the most recent restrictions on both health and the economy. (S5T-
02478) 

3. Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government what support is being given to 
hospitality businesses that cannot operate due to COVID-19 restrictions. (S5T-
02463) 

4. Bruce Crawford: To ask the Scottish Government what it considers the impact 
will be in Scotland of the reintroduction of VAT on PPE. (S5T-02473) 

5. Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of 
organisations with whom Test and Protect data can be shared, and for what 
purposes. (S5T-02472) 

 

Answers to Topical Questions, can be found here. 

 

Scottish Government Debate 

The transcript of the debate on COVID-19: Scotland’s Strategic Framework can be 
found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02459
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02478
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02478
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02463
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02463
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02473
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02472
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12897&i=116543
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12897&i=116550
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Written questions in relation to COVID-19 lodged on 27 October 2020 

S5W-32774 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework, how it will consult on extending police powers to 
enable officers to enter homes to enforce indoor household meeting restrictions.  
S5W-32775 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of restrictions 
in the level zero tier of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, what discussions it has 
had with its scientific advisers about when and if there can be a return to unrestricted 
living conditions on a (a) national and (b) regional basis, and what conditions will 
have to be met to achieve this, including if the COVID-19 virus is deemed endemic, 
and how regularly these discussions take place. 
S5W-32776 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what the lifetime is of 
the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, and whether it considers that it will still apply 
beyond a time when a vaccine is developed or when there are no COVID-19 cases 
in the country. 
S5W-32777 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework, when care at home workers will be tested weekly.  
S5W-32778 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework, how it will implement testing of care home visitors, and 
when this programme will be rolled out.  
S5W-32779 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the "four 
harms approach" in the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, when the necessary mental 
health support be in place.  
S5W-32780 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework, when action will be taken to protect businesses in the 
hospitality sector that have not been instructed to fully close, including pubs in the 
Highlands and Islands that do not sell food and/or are not required to close until 10 
pm, but have had to close because of lack of viability, so that they receive the same 
financial support as those that are required not to trade.   
S5W-32781 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework, what action will be carried out under its national mission to 
help create new jobs, not including the Youth Guarantee.    
S5W-32782 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework, what set of circumstances or criteria will trigger 
movement between each tier. 
S5W-32783 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-
19 Strategic Framework, whether the geographical allocation of tier 
levels will be based on NHS board, local authority area or council ward. 
S5W-32784 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government how it is consulting 
stakeholders and politicians regarding the COVID-19 Strategic Framework.  
S5W-32800 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the criteria 
are for each of the five COVID-19 restriction tiers, and how each tier is linked to the 
(a) R number and (b) case rate per 100,000 people. 
S5W-32801 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the COVID-
19 R number is in (a) the Borders and (b) each of the five localities of the Borders. 
S5W-32802 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the COVID-
19 case rate per 100,000 people is in (a) the Borders and (b) each of five localities of 
the Borders. 
S5W-32803 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the criteria 
are for moving up or down between each of the COVID-19 restriction tiers. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32774
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32775
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32776
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32777
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32778
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32779
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32780
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32781
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32782
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32783
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32784
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32800
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32801
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32802
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32803
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S5W-32804 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what flexibility 
local authorities have to set localised lockdowns in particular districts, towns or 
subdivisions. 
S5W-32805 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what business 
support is in place for the Scottish Borders tourism and hospitality industry, which is 
partially closed but still trading. R 
S5W-32806 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether additional 
resources will be provided to Police Scotland to enforce any lockdown measures. 
S5W-32817 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
the September 2020 deadline was missed for Scotland to join the Office for National 
Statistics COVID-19 infection survey, and by what date it expects Scotland to take 
part. 
S5W-32818 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government how many cases of 
suspected COVID-19 transmission have been linked to (a) (i) primary, (ii) secondary 
and (iii) all schools and (b) colleges, broken down by NHS board area. 
S5W-32819 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has 
taken to encourage the public to partake in the Office for National Statistics COVID-
19 infection survey; on what date any communication was sent to the public on this 
topic, and how many people were contacted. 
S5W-32820 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
IQVIA has delayed training for swab technician and blood tester roles, recruited by 
Reed, which are necessary to take part in the Office for National Statistics COVID-19 
infection survey. 
S5W-32821 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
Community COVID-19 Testing Specialists it has recruited; how many have 
completed training, and how many are collecting samples in Scotland. 
S5W-32822 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the potential 
impact of social-isolation on long-term mental health, what consideration it has given 
to the rights of people who live alone regarding the rules on visiting other 
households. 
S5W-32823 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government to what extent local 
authorities will be (a) involved in decision-making and (b) consulted on the local 
impact of moving to higher tiers of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-32824 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how it will consult local 
authorities to assess the economic impact of moving between tiers of the COVID-19 
Strategic Framework. 
S5W-32825 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it can sustain 
the same level of support to businesses offered by the UK Government in England 
and, if not, whether it will take this into consideration before deciding to move areas 
into the highest tier of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-32826 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how it monitors people 
who have been asked to quarantine from COVID-19, and what information it has 
regarding how many people have not been following quarantine rules on returning to 
the country. 
S5W-32827 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
geographical areas for the application of each tier of the COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework will be based on full local authority areas or smaller areas. 
S5W-32828 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will use 
COVID-19 testing to reduce the impact of quarantining on people with no symptoms, 
and whether this will be extended to frontline workers. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32804
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32805
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32806
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32817
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32818
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32819
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32820
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32821
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32822
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32823
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32824
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32825
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32826
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32827
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32828
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S5W-32829 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether its commitment 
to working alongside local authority partners will include consultation before moving 
between tiers of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, and taking account of the 
specific needs of different council areas. 
S5W-32830 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government how it will review 
the viability and effectiveness of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework 
measures, and whether this will include an analysis of the impact of moving into the 
higher tiers on people, in particular on older people and people who are shielding 
from the virus. 
S5W-32841 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of bingo club 
members being considered to be typically women aged over 50, many of whom see 
their membership as a social lifeline, what its position is on having a more specific 
approach to these venues to keep them open at level 2 of its COVID-19 restrictions 
framework, particularly venues that offer two-metre social distancing.  
S5W-32843 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence it considered to reach its decision to close bingo clubs at level 2 of its 
COVID-19 restrictions framework. 
S5W-32844 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason bingo 
clubs will now be closed at level 2 of the new framework, including those operating 
outside of the Central Belt in areas with no reported COVID-19 outbreaks at the 
equivalent of this level of restrictions. 
S5W-32845 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
carried out on the contribution of venues such as bingo halls in serving as 
community hubs that can help alleviate social isolation, particularly among older 
people, when determining the levels of the COVID-19 restrictions framework. 
S5W-32846 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason outdoor 
bowling clubs that have had to close due to being classified as licensed premises are 
ineligible for a Business Closure Grant whereas indoor bowling clubs are. 
S5W-32847 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-32494 by Kate Forbes on 26 October 2020, how many 
home deliveries of office equipment and supplies have been made to public sector 
workers through its procurement framework in each month since March 2020. 
S5W-32848 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many staff members 
at Redmill Care Home, their family members and people they have come into 
contact with, have been contacted via the Protect Scotland app following the 
outbreak of COVID-19 at the home. 
S5W-32849 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government what specific risk 
factors were identified that led to casinos being entirely disassociated from 
hospitality businesses in the COVID-19 Strategic Framework where currently they 
are permitted to remain open alongside hospitality businesses outside of the Central 
Belt. 
S5W-32850 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the current 
visiting arrangements are for the mother and baby unit at (a) St John's Hospital, 
Livingston, and (b) Leverndale Hospital. 
S5W-32852 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people each 
week have been advised to self-isolate via the Test and Protect app because they 
have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. 
S5W-32853 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people have 
downloaded the Test and Protect app, also broken down by the number of weekly 
downloads. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32829
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https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32841
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32843
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32844
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32845
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32846
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https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32852
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32853
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S5W-32854 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what independent 
evaluation has taken place regarding the effectiveness of the Test and Protect app. 
S5W-32857 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government where the three new 
regional laboratory hubs for COVID-19 testing will be located; what the associated 
costs will be for each, and to which organisations these will be paid.  
S5W-32858 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what representations 
it has received in relation to bingo halls and the COVID-19 pandemic, and what 
considerations were taken into account when deciding the restrictions that would 
apply to them under the tiered system. 
S5W-32861 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether scheduled 
surgeries within private hospitals will still be allowed to go ahead under its COVID-19 
Strategic Framework, and, if so, how this will be applied in each of the five tiers.     
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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