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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 2 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 2 November can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 2 November) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review of border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-32929  
 
Humza Yousaf: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over the last 
three weeks and have assessed that there remains a requirement for them to remain 
in place to reduce the risk of imported transmission and safeguard health. 
 
We continue to keep countries under review and where there is clear evidence we 
will not hesitate to make changes to our country specific exemptions list. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much of the £25 million of reserve funding announced on 
18 March 2020 from the £350 million of funding for communities during the COVID-
19 pandemic has not been allocated and remains in reserve. 
 

S5W-32396  
 
Aileen Campbell: The £25 million reserve announced within the Communities 
funding package has been allocated in full in order to meet increased demand and 
emerging need. The funding has been allocated as below: 
• £5 million was allocated to the Third Sector Resilience Fund in order to meet 
increased demand, awards totalling over £22 million have been made to around 
1,300 third sector organisations to stabilise and manage cash flows. Remaining 
funds will be refocused into the Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme; 
• £5 million was allocated to the first phase of Connecting Scotland supporting 
the award of over 7,500 devices to those that are digitally excluded, on a low income 
and clinically at increased risk from COVID-19; 
• £15 million was allocated to meet demand for grocery packages distributed to 
individuals at extreme clinical risk from COVID-19. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many young people it estimates need employment support; what progress it has 
made on developing the Young Person Guarantee and Kickstart schemes in 
Scotland, and how many young people in Scotland it estimates will be helped 
through each of these schemes. 
 

S5W-32484  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The latest ONS Labour market statistics show that COVID-19 is 
continuing to impact on Scotland’s young people. Based on trends from previous 
recessions it is estimated that the unemployment rate of 16-24-year olds in Scotland 
could peak at around 20% as a result of COVID-19. This could result in over 60,000 
young people becoming unemployed and not in education as a result of the impacts 
of the pandemic.  
 
Further details on how the Young Person’s Guarantee will be implemented will be 
set out to Parliament shortly. The Scottish Government is working with partners 
including local authorities, Scottish Funding Council, Skills Development Scotland 
and Developing the Young Workforce Groups to finalise plans that will set out how 
the additional investment for the Young Person's Guarantee will be used to increase 
the number and range of opportunities available to young people. 
 
The delivery of Kickstart is a matter for the UK Government. However, the Scottish 
Government continues to engage with the Department for Work and Pensions to 
discuss the alignment between Kickstart and the Young Person’s Guarantee with a 
view to ensuring it supports existing interventions in Scotland. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to help people of all ages who have become unemployed as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32483  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government is committed to providing support to 
people of all ages with access to employment support and opportunities to retrain 
and reskill. COVID-19 has had a fundamental impact on the Scottish economy and 
labour market and our response aims to support individuals into good, sustainable 
jobs as the economy begins to grow again.  
 
We are building on the £33 million already invested by the Scottish Government to 
support existing employability support services including Community Jobs Scotland, 
Employability Fund and Fair Start Scotland, this year by investing a further £100 
million to tackle unemployment and address retraining needs. To prevent youth 
unemployment and the scarring effect that it would have on a generation becoming 
the legacy of this pandemic, £60 million of this investment will be used to support the 
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Young Person’s Guarantee, ensuring every 16-24 year old has the opportunity of 
work, education or training, giving them the chance to succeed despite the economic 
impacts of COVID-19. We have also put in place £10 million for a range of measures 
to recruit and retain apprentices, helping modern and graduate apprentices who are 
facing redundancy as a result of COVID-19 get back into work. 
 
The £25 million National Transition Training Fund will support those aged 25 or over 
whose jobs are at risk as a result of the pandemic or have been made redundant, to 
access retraining. The first strand of the Fund, managed by Skills Development 
Scotland, was launched on 8 October. Individual Training Accounts (ITA), offer up to 
£200 to people of all ages who are unemployed or earn less than £22,000 who wish 
to upskill. ITAs reopened on 1 July this year, and remain open to applications.  
 
We will continue to provide support for individuals affected by redundancy through 
our Partnership Action for Continuing Employment, PACE initiative. Through 
providing skills development and employability support, PACE aims to minimise the 
time individuals affected by redundancy are out of work. As announced in 
Programme for Government, we are investing an additional £5 million to scale up 
and enhance our support for those made redundant. 
 
For those who want help to find and remain in work, Fair Start Scotland (FSS) is an 
all age, national employment support service, which offers tailored support for 
people who may be further removed from the labour market. In July, we extended 
Fair Start Scotland services to March 2023 providing stability and continuity for FSS 
participants and allowing us to manage the anticipated COVID-19 related increase in 
demand for support from the most disadvantaged in our communities. We have also 
provided additional funding of £2.35 million for our Parental Employability Support 
Fund which will provide intensive employability support for those most at risk of 
poverty, including disabled, young and minority ethnic parents to help them access 
or progress in work. 
 
No One Left Behind, jointly managed through our partnership with Local 
Government, provides employability support to people of all ages, who are further 
removed from the labour market, including those with disabilities, long term health 
issues and single parents. This provision supports individuals to increase 
confidence, skills and experience, enabling them to progress towards or enter 
employment. We remain committed to the transformation of employability services, 
through the phased implementation of No One Left Behind to progress towards more 
effective and joined-up support across Scotland. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice is being given to schools regarding ventilation in 
classrooms and communal areas in response to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32539  
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John Swinney: The safety of all school users is of paramount importance to the 
Scottish Government. 
 
Evidence suggests that adequate levels of ventilation can limit the spread of COVID-
19. As winter approaches, we have issued updated guidance to local authorities that 
balances the need for ventilation in parts of the school estate with the requirement to 
maintain adequate temperatures. This has been published as part of the latest 
version of school reopening guidance. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action was taken to provide school meal vouchers during the 
October 2020 school holidays, and what plans it has for the Christmas holidays. 
 

S5W-32714  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government is making a £30 million package available 
to local authorities to support people facing financial insecurity as a result of COVID-
19. 
 
£10 million from this funding package will be used to enable local authorities to 
provide free school meals, or an alternative provision to free school meals, to eligible 
families during the forthcoming Christmas and February mid-term holidays. Funding 
will also be provided to local authorities to cover the Easter holidays in 2021. 
 
Local authorities which continued to make provision available to eligible families 
during the recent October mid-term holidays will also be reimbursed through this 
funding package. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any changes to the contents of the Baby Box are planned, to 
take account of the needs of mothers, parents and babies during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-32541  
 
Maree Todd: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to make any changes 
to the contents of Scotland’s Baby Boxes. The Baby Box ensures that every family 
with a newborn has access to essential items needed in the first six months of a 
child’s life. 
 
The Baby Box balances practical items, such as the clothing, changing mat, digital 
thermometer and bath & room thermometer, with items designed to have a positive 
impact on parent-child interaction such as books, a baby wrap and a play mat to 
support attachment, early learning and play. 
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We are continuing to monitor the feedback from families and health professionals 
and the latest research available. Both indicate very high levels of satisfaction with 
the Box and its contents. We have commissioned an independent evaluation of 
Scotland’s Baby Boxes and we expect the findings to be published on the Scottish 
Government’s website by spring 2021. 
 
All new parents and families with young children have access to a health visitor or 
family nurse, who can provide them with any additional information or support they 
may require, either directly or through community based resources. These essential 
health services continued throughout the pandemic, prioritising early contacts in the 
health visiting pathway, along with maternity services. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many healthcare workers who have carried out testing for COVID-
19 have tested positive for the virus. 
 

S5W-32269  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessments it has (a) conducted and (b) commissioned on the 
impact of care home deaths in Scotland, and whether it will publish each of these. 
 

S5W-32301  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what evidence it has that confirms the accuracy of COVID-
19 tests. 
 

S5W-32322  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government which 
condition cohort its survey of COVID-19 shielded groups has found to be the most 
compliant in following the shielding guidance. 
 

S5W-32408  
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Jeane Freeman: PHS conducted a survey of the people shielding. The report can 
be found at the following link.  
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-shielding-programme-
scotland-impact-and-experience-survey/ 
 
The shielding online survey report provides a breakdown of shielding behaviour by 
clinical condition (pp 74 and 86). Respondents who shielded because of a severe 
respiratory condition are most likely to self-report that they are completely following 
the guidance. They are also the least likely to have deviated from the guidance. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on double-testing patients to allow routine dentistry to resume. 
 

S5W-32348  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: There is currently no SG policy on testing for patients prior to 
attending elective outpatient appointments, including dental appointments. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when routine dental care appointments will be able to resume. 
 

S5W-32347  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32144 on  
23 October 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what analysis it has carried out of the impact on child dental health of the delay in 
restarting non-private routine check-ups and procedures. 
 

S5W-32346  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The resumption of routine dental care for both adult and child 
patients, including check-ups and preventive care, forms part of the wider 
programme for the remobilisation of dental services which is itself a component of 
the wider Route Map devised by the Scottish Government to respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic. The Route Map aims to manage the four key harms of the 
pandemic - to health, to the delivery of health and social care, to society, and to the 
economy - and was the subject of an Equality and Fairer Scotland Impact 
Assessment (EQFSIA) as a whole. 
 
Analysis by the National Dental Inspection Programme (NDIP) has indicated the 
significant improvement to the oral health of Scotland's children since its inception in 

https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-shielding-programme-scotland-impact-and-experience-survey/
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-shielding-programme-scotland-impact-and-experience-survey/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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2003, which has been shown to be due to the national Childsmile programme 
especially the supervised daily toothbrushing in nurseries. We are committed to 
restoring the Childsmile programme in nurseries and schools as well as in dental 
practices as soon as it is safe to do so, and we are committed to continuing to 
evaluate the impact of the Childsmile programme on child oral health in Scotland.  
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the changes to the 
COVID-19 restrictions, whether it will provide an update on what funding streams are 
available to assist squash clubs. 
 

S5W-32331 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government recognises the financial pressures felt by 
the sport sector. 
 
Since the start of the Covid-19 outbreak the Scottish Government has worked 
closely with the UK Government and private and public sector partners to develop a 
range of support mechanisms for businesses. Information on all available support for 
businesses can be found on Find BusinessSupport. The website is regularly updated 
with information on any new support packages or changes to existing ones.  
 
The Third Sector Resilience Fund (TSRF) is a £20m emergency fund for charities, 
community groups, social enterprises and voluntary organisations working in 
Scotland. The fund supports organisations that already deliver services and products 
but find themselves in financial difficulties directly as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The primary intention of the fund is to help third sector organisations to 
stabilise and manage cash flows over this difficult period. For more information, 
please visit: https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-
government/third-sector-resilience-fund 
 
sportscotland have communicated to all Scottish governing bodies of sport and local 
partners that they will receive six months of their annual investment in April/May, 
totalling £16.4m. At the same time sportscotland is creating a £1.5 million fund to 
provide additional support to governing bodies. 
 
I would suggest clubs explore all finance avenues which are open to them and 
contact Scottish Squash to raise any concerns they still have. 
 
 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to add new conditions to the shielding list as new 
evidence arises. 
 

S5W-32920 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/third-sector-resilience-fund
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/third-sector-resilience-fund
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Jeane Freeman: At the outset of the pandemic, the four Chief Medical Officers 
(CMOs) published a list of six groups where people would be considered to be at the 
highest clinical risk from COVID-19. 
 
The initial approach was based on best evidence at the time. We are committed to 
following the evidence and we have refined the shielding criteria as new evidence 
emerges. 
 
For this reason the 4 UK CMOs considered data from a new study recently published 
(QCOVID model - https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m3731) and based on 
evidence agreed to include to the shielding list people aged 18 and over with Down’s 
Syndrome and patients with Chronic Kidney Disease stage 5. 
 
Letters will be issued as soon as possible to those people affected to inform them 
that they will be added to the shielding list and to explain what it means for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m3731
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Written questions lodged on 2 November 2020 

S5W-32933 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with universities regarding the integration of any independent testing 
programmes that they might operate for staff and students with the NHS test and 
protect system. 
S5W-32934 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government when it will announce 
arrangements for students moving between halls of accommodation and family or 
other residences over the Christmas period. 
S5W-32942 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of its response to 
the FOI request with reference 202000086349, on which date the First Minister first 
knew that hospital patients were being discharged to care homes after testing 
positive for COVID-19. 
S5W-32952 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32563 by Jeane Freeman on 30 October 2020, what information the 
NHS collects regarding people's (a) employment status, (b) occupation and (c) place 
of work when they test positive for COVID-19; what format this information is 
recorded in, and whether it will ask the NHS to publish a regular statistical analysis of 
the data collected. 
S5W-32964 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications have been made for a Self-Isolation Support Grant since the scheme's 
launch; how many of these have been successful, and what the average length of 
time has been between application and receipt of a grant. 
S5W-32965 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
temporarily re-categorise museums to allow them to be classified as public buildings 
and remain open in areas under tier 3 restrictions. 
S5W-32966 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what further 
consideration it has given to making routine COVID-19 testing available for care 
home visitors. 
S5W-32967 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
extend free dental treatment to women for a year after the birth of their child, in light 
of the impact of COVID-19 on accessing treatment. 
S5W-32970 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
has given to care home providers regarding the provision of emergency NHS dental 
care to residents during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-32971 Gail Ross: To ask the Scottish Government when COVID-19 home 
testing kits will be available in the Caithness, Sutherland and Ross constituency. 
S5W-32973 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
who have to travel into level 3 areas will be allowed to do so for SQA-approved 
practical exams, such as dancing exams. 
S5W-32978 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many times new 
residents have been admitted to care homes from the community without being 
tested for COVID-19 in advance, and whether this practice is still ongoing. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32933
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32934
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32942
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32952
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32964
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32965
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32966
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32967
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32970
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32971
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32973
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-32978
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

