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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 11 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 11 November can be found on pages 7 to 9. 
 
Portfolio questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 11 November are 
included at page 6. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 November) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to provide online learning resources for schools and 
teachers to support pupils who need to learn from home due to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32880 
 

John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it has allocated to support 
businesses to adapt to new ways of working as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5O-04736 
 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government has allocated over £2.38 billion in support for 
business during the pandemic. We have also provided additional spending of £900 
million to support recovery. This includes a £230 million economic recovery capital 
stimulus package to boost green recovery, speed up digitisation and support jobs.  
 
We are supporting programmes to help businesses adapt including the Public 
Transport Mitigation Fund. We are continuing our investment in Scotland’s digital 
infrastructure, supporting innovative businesses through our Civtech 5.0 programme. 
We have doubled DigitalBoost funding and we are supporting businesses with skills 
gaps via the Flexible Workforce Development Fund. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the eligibility period for free dental treatment will be extended for 
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(a) children under 18 years of age, (b) full-time students aged 18 and (c) pregnant 
women and nursing mothers to ensure that people in those categories experience no 
detriment to their oral health due to restrictions on dental services during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32875 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The provision of free NHS dental treatment for children and young 
people under 18 years of age; people under 19 years of age and in qualifying full-time 
education; and expectant mothers or people who have borne a child in the previous 
12 months is fixed by primary legislation as set out in the National Health Services 
(Scotland) Act 1978.  
 
People with urgent dental problems have been able to receive care and treatment 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and as we have suppressed the virus we have 
been able to reintroduce more services. From 1 November dentists will be able to 
provide the full range of NHS care and treatment to patients. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what financial support is available to the operators 
of peripatetic exercise classes in areas where the COVID-19 restrictions prohibit such 
activities. 
 

S5W-32876 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government are encouraged how organisations have 
been innovative through the pandemic, to continue to develop programmes to deliver 
physical activity for all. 
 
From 2 November 2020, a strategic approach to outbreak management based on five 
levels of protection was introduced, as set out in the strategic framework document. 
Local authority areas placed into levels reflecting the current infection rate. 
 
Under the new level system, outdoor exercise classes are permitted to take place in 
levels 0-4 and indoor exercise classes for adults in levels 0-2, with classes for those 
aged under 18 also permitted in level 3. Operators should ensure the appropriate 
sportscotland guidance is followed and physical distancing is maintained.  
 
Since the start of the Covid-19 outbreak the Scottish Government has worked closely 
with the UK Government and private and public sector partners to develop a range of 
support mechanisms for businesses. Information on all available support for 
businesses can be found on Find BusinessSupport. The website is regularly updated 
with information on any new support packages or changes to existing ones. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
ten-pin bowling centres are excluded from opening in Level 2 of the COVID-19 

https://sportscotland.org.uk/media/6141/october-5th-coaching-guidance-phase-3-edit.pdf
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice


 
 
 

 

3 

restrictions, in light of other leisure facilities such as cinemas, bingo halls and 
amusements centres being able to. 
 

S5W-32919 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out 
of lockdown are guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision Making. 
Proposals are technically assessed using the best available evidence and analysis of 
their potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader society to 
minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be 
suppressed. 
 
Ten pin bowling centres are classed as indoor sport and leisure and were permitted to 
open under our relevant guidance. However, as with other indoor sporting venues, 
they must close under level 2 of the tiered structure. Facilities such as cinemas, bingo 
hall and amusement centres are classed as hospitality and therefore must follow that 
particular guidance and can currently open under tier 2 restrictions. 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to extend free 
dental treatment to women for a year after the birth of their child, in light of the impact 
of COVID-19 on accessing treatment. 
 

S5W-32967 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32875 on  
11 November 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason it has decided not to advise people who were on the 
shielding list to start to shield again, in light of a number having to attend their 
workplaces at a time when the rate of COVID-19 infection is rising. 
 

S5W-32547 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether NHS boards have been effective in 
making period products accessible to (a) patients and (b) staff during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-32544 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many 14-day self-isolation checks have been made on 
passengers arriving at Edinburgh Airport from countries on its COVID-19 prescribed 
list in each month since the quarantine orders came into force. 
 

S5W-32903 
 

Humza Yousaf: All travellers arriving in Scotland from a country which is non-exempt 
from quarantine rules are required to quarantine for a period of 14 days.  
 
Passenger arrivals into Scotland are provided by the Home Office to Public Health 
Scotland (PHS). PHS are contacting all travellers returning from high-risk countries by 
email. PHS also take a sample of those passengers required to quarantine and pass 
the data to the National Contact Tracing Centre.  
 
The National Contact Tracing Centre contact a random sample in order to provide 
public health advice and support.  
 
Published data does not record the point of entry of those who are sampled by PHS 
to be called by the NCTC.  
 
Published data (26 October – 1 November October) shows the National Contact 
Tracing Centre (NCTC) is exceeding the commitment of contacting at least 2,000 
people per week who are required to quarantine.  
 
Out of the 2,804 attempted contacts, successful contact has been made with 2,165 
(77%). A further 194 (8%) are in progress. 445 have been unable to be contacted 
(15%), for reasons such as an invalid phone number or no response to the call. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much financial support it has provided to date to (a) Pentland Ferries 
and (b) Western Ferries during the period of travel and other restrictions brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-32865 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: Transport Scotland expenditure over £25,000 is published on a 
monthly basis and can be accessed on the Transport Scotland website. 
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During the period of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, for the delivery of essential 
ferry services particularly for support of patient in vehicle ambulance transfers, 
£196,212 has been paid to Pentland Ferries (for services between Gills Bay and St 
Margaret’s Hope) and £214,492 has been paid to Western Ferries (Clyde) Limited (for 
services between Gourock and Dunoon). 
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Portfolio questions relating to COVID-19 on 11 November 2020 

Finance 

1. Ruth Maguire: To ask the Scottish Government what recent engagement it has 
had with the Treasury. (S5O-04729) 

2. Gillian Martin: To ask the Scottish Government how it will finance the green 
recovery. (S5O-04730) 

3. Linda Fabiani: To ask the Scottish Government when it last spoke with the office 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. (S5O-04731) 

4. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government what further funding it will 
allocate to support the regeneration of high streets and encourage footfall, in light of 
the rise in online shopping due to COVID-19. (S5O-04732) 

5. Claudia Beamish: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it plans to 
take to meet any budget shortfall that local authorities are facing going into winter. 
(S5O-04733) 

6. Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government how the additional £700 
million of funding from the UK Government for the current financial year will be 
spent. (S5O-04734) 

7. Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with 
the UK Government regarding the furlough scheme.  (S5O-04735) 

8. Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it has 
allocated to support businesses to adapt to new ways of working as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04736) 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

3. James Dornan: To ask the Scottish Government what support is available to 
communities to support a green recovery from COVID-19. (S5O-04739) 

 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04729
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04730
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04731
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04732
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04733
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04734
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04735
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04736
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04739
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12931&i=116867
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Written questions lodged on 11 November 2020 

S5W-33147 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to statement 
by the First Minister on 10 November 2020 (Official Report, c.10), whether it will 
confirm how many freezers capable of reaching a temperature of -80 degrees have 
been (a) purchased or hired and (b) ordered, also broken down by how many 
potential COVID-19 vaccine doses these will be able to store. 
S5W-33154 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when all care 
home residents will be eligible for vitamin D supplements, and when it anticipates it 
will be able to provide all care home residents with these. 
S5W-33155 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
communication it has had with care homes in anticipation of offering vitamin D 
supplements to all care home residents. 
S5W-33156 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many doses 
of vitamin D supplements the NHS has, and how it anticipates this supply will be 
used throughout the winter months. 
S5W-33157 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
it has made of the recent Académie Nationale de Médicine study in France, which 
states that vitamin D is effective in tackling illnesses that can affect the respiratory 
system, such as COVID-19. 
S5W-33158 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
making available to long-stay airport car parking businesses that have been affected 
by the reported drop in airport passenger numbers during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-33159 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason long-
stay car parking businesses servicing airports are excluded from receiving 100% 
rates relief for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses under the Non-Domestic 
Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. 
S5W-33160 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
regarding how much rates relief support has been provided to Edinburgh Airport Ltd 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether this support has covered its short- and 
long-term car parking operations. 
S5W-33161 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) hospital 
and (b) ICU admissions there have been for people presenting with symptoms of 
COVID-19 who have not tested positive for the virus. 
S5W-33162 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether consideration 
it has given to distinguishing between the number of fatalities registered where 
COVID-19 was mentioned on the death certificate and the number where it was (a) 
found to be the only cause of death and (b) determined that the deceased person 
had at least one underlying health condition. 
S5W-33164 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what risk assessment 
it has made of the impact of each level of the COVID-19 Strategic Framework on (a) 
physical health, (b) mental wellbeing, (c) the risk of social isolation and (d) people 
with at least one underlying health condition, and whether it will publish this. 
S5W-33165 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
the maximum current threshold value of polymerase chain reaction tests for COVID-
19 undergo a viral culture performance for diagnosis of viral infections. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33147
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33154
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33155
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33156
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33157
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33158
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33159
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33160
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33161
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33162
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33164
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33165
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S5W-33166 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
the COVID-19 restrictions prevent the partners of mothers in active labour from 
being present at birth in primary care settings. 
S5W-33167 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
conditions have been given to local authorities regarding the minimum length of time 
Spaces for People temporary measures must be kept in place before being 
evaluated or removed. 
S5W-33171 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
received in Barnett consequentials since 23 March 2020, also broken down by how 
much has been allocated to each portfolio area.  
S5W-33172 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £8.2 
billion that the UK Government has committed to provide to it has been received, 
also broken down by how much has been allocated to each portfolio area. 
S5W-33173 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
international evidence linking vitamin D deficiency to COVID-19 severity, what 
studies it (a) has undertaken and (b) is undertaking to monitor the effect of vitamin D 
levels on COVID-19 severity. 
S5W-33174 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
international evidence linking vitamin D deficiency to COVID-19 severity, whether it 
will fund the provision of vitamin D supplements for all people in Scotland. 
S5W-33175 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what studies it (a) 
has undertaken and (b) is undertaking on vitamin D blood levels. 
S5W-33177 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason schools data is not kept in the records of COVID-19 transmission settings. 
S5W-33179 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what information has 
been provided by the COVID-19 Test and Protect system regarding the reported rise 
in positive cases and test positivity in Inverclyde. 
S5W-33180 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government whether the COVID-
19 Test and Protect system has indicated hotspots or types of settings that people in 
Inverclyde have visited prior to testing positive for the virus. 
S5W-33185 Michelle Ballantyne: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to reports that NHS Scotland doctors are being equipped with 
"repurposed bin bags" in the place of PPE. 
S5W-33186 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
making available to larger self-catering units that are unable to trade viably as a 
result of ongoing COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-33187 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
recruit retired (a) nurses, (b) doctors and (c) other NHS workers to help with the 
forthcoming COVID-19 vaccination delivery programme.  
S5W-33189 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that 
positive COVID-19 test results reach relevant health professionals, such as general 
practitioners, promptly. 
S5W-33190 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government how it ensures that 
positive COVID-19 test results reach contact-tracing teams immediately. 
S5W-33191 John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions 
it has had with CalMac Ferries Ltd on measures to track and trace (a) passengers 
and (b) employees during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33166
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33167
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33171
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33172
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33173
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33174
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33175
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33177
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33179
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33180
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33185
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33186
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33187
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33189
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33190
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33191
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S5W-33192 John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the impact that the UK Government’s economic policies in response to 
COVID-19 have had on (a) the RPI inflation rate and (b) pay settlements for workers 
in Scotland in each month between March and October 2020.  
S5W-33193 John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Government what additional funding it 
has provided to (a) CalMac Ferries Ltd and (b) Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and what impact this has had on the current 
contract for Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33192
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33193
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

