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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 13 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 13 November can be found on pages 14 and 15 of 
this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 13 November) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the further development of the 
Flexible Workforce Development Fund. 
 

S5W-33206  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Later today the Scottish Government will announce the launch of 
Phase 2 of the FWDF which will adopt a test and learn approach to the delivery of 
the existing FWDF support for Levy payers. This new approach will see the Fund 
expanding to include SME’s; and access to specialist training via private training 
providers not available via the college sector. Scottish Ministers have agreed that: 
 
• £2 million will be allocated to Skills Development Scotland (SDS) to enable 
Levy payers to access FWDF training through private providers; and 
• £5 million will be allocated to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) to enable 
the introduction of support for non-levy paying SMEs. £4 million will be allocated to 
colleges, with £1 million to be used by the Open University (OU) in Scotland to 
provide complementary support at a national level. 
 
Since its inception, a number of levy paying employers have made representation to 
Scottish Ministers that – for a variety of reasons – FWDF college provision was not 
suitable for their needs. Skills Development Scotland (SDS) will also test a grant 
making approach where they will work with eligible businesses to access non-college 
based training. 
 
In seeking to support more businesses, the Scottish Government recognises that 
many businesses are struggling at this time. We know that enabling businesses to 
access relevant upskilling opportunities for their existing workforce could help them 
adapt and respond to the challenges they face. We also know that many small and 
medium sized enterprises are not levy payers and therefore not eligible for FWDF at 
present. 
 
Since the onset of the pandemic, the direction of the Fund has changed slightly to 
seek to strengthen employer/employee relationships with a particular focus on 
upskilling the existing workforce to retain jobs and support employers as they adapt 
to a new and very different working environment as a result of Covid-19. 
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Therefore, from 16 November 2020, the FWDF eligibility rules will be changed to 
enable SMEs to access support of up to £5,000 in upskilling support, on a first come, 
first served basis by college regions. Colleges and the Open University in Scotland 
will work in partnership to ensure that the Fund supports the existing core aims of 
improving productivity and economic growth and provides upskilling opportunities for 
Scotland’s businesses as they adapt and respond to the impacts of Covid-19. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what financial support is available to taxi drivers whose businesses have been 
affected by COVID-19 restrictions but who (a) do not have business bank accounts 
and (b) are not registered for non-domestic rates. 
 

S5W-32926  
 
Fiona Hyslop: Taxi drivers are eligible for financial support through either the Self-
Employment Income Support Scheme or the Job Retention Scheme depending on 
their employment status. Both of these financial support schemes are available to 
those who do not have a business bank account and do not operate their businesses 
from premises that pay Non-Domestic Rates. Notwithstanding the unnecessary 
uncertainty caused by delays in announcing this support, we welcome the UK 
Government’s decision to extend both the Self-Employment Income Support 
Scheme and the Job Retention Scheme which now gives taxi drivers, amongst 
others, greater certainty that they will receive financial support that recognises the 
ongoing challenges they face.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what financial support it is making available to self-
employed night-shift taxi drivers who will be unable to work following the 6pm 
hospitality curfew. 
 

S5W-32614  
 
Fiona Hyslop: We recognise that self-employed workers in Scotland play a key role 
in the economy and that they must not be left behind in the response to this crisis. 
We appreciate that taxi and private hire cars provide a valuable service to both 
residents of and visitors to Scotland. We understand the economic impact that 
restrictions are having on businesses and the economic damage being felt by 
businesses required to close, as well as other sectors. 
 
Taxi drivers are eligible for financial support through either the Self-Employment 
Income Support Scheme or the Job Retention Scheme. Notwithstanding the 
unnecessary uncertainty caused by delays in announcing this support, we welcome 
the UK Government’s decision to extend both the Self-Employment Income Support 
Scheme and the Job Retention Scheme which now gives taxi drivers, amongst 
others, greater certainty that they will receive financial support that recognises the 
ongoing challenges they face.  
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We are also currently considering support for fixed costs pressures on taxi drivers 
and others distinct from the new Strategic Framework Business Fund. This is in 
addition to the Covid-19 Public Transport Mitigation Fund through which we have 
made £5m of funding available to support installation of equipment that reduces the 
risk of coronavirus transmission on public, community and school transport, including 
taxi and private hire operators. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance auction houses are required to follow under 
the COVID-19 Strategic Framework levels. 
 

S5W-33097  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Auction houses are required to follow the retail sector guidance. 
Under the Strategic Framework, all retail businesses can open in levels 0 to 3 but 
only essential retail can open in level 4, as well as click and collect and online retail. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it will provide to Edinburgh’s festivals to recover 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33066  
 
Fiona Hyslop: The Scottish Government is determined to work to support the 
festivals in the face of the 2020 festival cancellations. Since COVID-19 restrictions 
have been in place, we have worked closely with our festival partners and Creative 
Scotland to explore ways to strengthen festival resilience, including ensuring that as 
many existing commitments with artists and freelancers as possible are honoured.  
 
To achieve this, at the start of the pandemic we immediately repurposed £3m from 
our PLACE and EXPO major festival funding schemes. Since then, all festivals, 
including the Edinburgh festivals, have been able to apply for the Pivotal Enterprise 
Recovery Fund, and those that did not apply for Pivotal Enterprise Recovery Fund 
were able to apply for the Culture Organisations and Venues Recovery Fund. The 
Edinburgh International Film Festival have also been able to access support via the 
Independent Cinema Recovery and Resilience Fund. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government provided a £1m interest-free loan to the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society to mitigate the significant losses incurred as a 
result of this year’s festival not going ahead as planned. Furthermore, the artists and 
freelancers who rely on festivals for their careers and livelihoods have been able to 
access funding via: Performing Arts Venue Relief Fund, Grassroots Music Venue 
Stabilisation Fund, Youth Arts Fund, Bridging Bursaries Fund, Sectoral Hardship 
Fund, Hardship Fund for Creative Freelancers, and an enhanced Creative Scotland 
Sustaining Creative Development Open Fund.  
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The Scottish Government, Creative Scotland and our festival partners continue to 
work together to provide additional support measures that can be offered to our 
festivals and artists to ensure that we can continue to enjoy our vibrant and world-
class cultural sector once it is safe to do so.  
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
independent evaluation has taken place regarding the effectiveness of the Test and 
Protect app. 
 

S5W-32854  
 
Jeane Freeman: Details of the evidence that informed the development of Protect 
Scotland can be found at https://protect.scot/transparency. 
 
We continue to monitor the effectiveness of the app, in conjunction with Public 
Health Scotland, with the app functioning as intended. In addition, we are working 
closely with app project teams from other nations to share learning and to enable our 
app to work in other countries. This includes consideration of effectiveness 
measures, and the approach required around evaluation. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many staff members at Redmill Care Home, their family members and people they 
have come into contact with, have been contacted via the Protect Scotland app 
following the outbreak of COVID-19 at the home. 
 

S5W-32848  
 
Jeane Freeman: This information is not available. The app does not store personal 
data anywhere and is not made visible by the app to anyone, including the Scottish 
Government, not even NHS Scotland. Only completely anonymous data is stored in 
the app users mobile phone, and is only stored in a public registry if the app User 
decides to share his or her anonymous data. For more information, see 
https://protect.scot/how-we-use-your-data 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the visiting 
regulations and testing plans for care homes, including those regarding designated 
visitors being screened on a weekly basis. 
 

S5W-32743 

Jeane Freeman: Visiting is vital to the wellbeing of people in care homes and their 
loved ones and it is important that all steps are taken to enable visiting to resume 
safely. To support this, the Scottish Government published on 12 October updated 

https://protect.scot/transparency
https://protect.scot/how-we-use-your-data


5 
 

visiting guidance which offers greater flexibility in visiting arrangements, and indoor 
visiting in particular, as winter approaches. The guidance can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-
guidance/ 
 
We will continue to review the visiting guidance with the aim of maximising the 
amount of quality time that families can safely spend together.    
 
The Scottish Government’s Strategic Framework for the Pandemic, published on 23 
October, sets out plans to develop the testing element of Test and Protect over the 
next three months which focusses on building capacity within NHS Scotland and 
deploying expansions in UK Government testing capacity and capability to its 
maximum effect in Scotland.  
 
As set out in our Clinical and Scientific review of the Testing Strategy, the consensus 
clinical view of the prioritisation of capacity, over and above that required to meet 
symptomatic demand, clinical care requirements and existing commitments, is that 
the focus in any extension of routine regular asymptomatic testing should be on 
protecting those most vulnerable to severe harm. Further details can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-
october-2020/ 
 
As testing capacity builds over the next three months, and in line with clinical and 
public health priorities identified though the review of our testing strategy, this will 
include considering how best to introduce testing for visitors to those who live in care 
homes where this can add an additional layer of risk mitigation to enable safe visiting 
to continue. Further details on the Framework can be found here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/ 
 
As I have already indicated to Parliament, I will set out the next phase of our testing 
roll out delivery plan to Parliament before the end of November 2020. 
 
 
Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what longer-term provisions are being put in place to respond to the 
reported increase in demand for mental health services in rural areas. 
 

S5W-32935 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government recognises the additional pressure that 
the pandemic and restrictions place upon individuals and families and is committed 
to providing clear, comprehensive and accessible support for mental health. The 
needs of rural areas are taken into account in our response to the pandemic and our 
plan for recovery. 
 
For example, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic we have provided a range of 
funding to support mental health, including: 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
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• Expansion of the NHS24 Mental Health Hub phoneline so that it is now 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; 

• increasing the capacity of the Breathing Space telephone helpline and web 
support service; 

• increasing capacity for Computerised Cognitive Behavioural Therapy; 

• supporting territorial health boards to scale up the use of ‘Near Me’ video 
consultation: mental health services have seen some of the biggest uptake of 
this service. 

 
We have also expanded the Distress Brief Intervention (DBI) programme into a 
nationwide response for people in distress. 
 
Further advice and support for mental health is available through the NHSInform and 
Clear Your Head websites, which have information on practical tips, resources, and 
services to support mental health and wellbeing. 
 
In October we launched our COVID-19 Mental Health Transition and Recovery Plan 
which outlines our continuing response to the mental health impacts of COVID-19. It 
lays out key areas of mental health need that have arisen as a result of coronavirus 
and necessary restrictions to limit the spread of the virus. It sets out the actions that 
we will take with partner organisations to respond to those needs.  
 
The Plan recognises the challenges of rural isolation, and includes an action to work 
with the National Rural mental Health Forum to develop an approach to ensure that 
these communities have equal and timely access to mental health support and 
services, including consideration of whether dedicated pathways are needed. The 
Plan also recognises the need to support territorial boards to maximise the benefits 
of digital services for rural communities. We have been working closely with all 
territorial boards during this period to plan the recovery of services across Scotland. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on how COVID-19 restrictions have 
affected mental health services' waiting times. 
 

S5W-32709 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government acknowledges the obvious operational 
difficulties caused by Covid-19 and lockdown. Although Boards responded creatively 
to treat significant numbers of people during lockdown, people requiring emergency 
and urgent care were prioritised, meaning that some people have had to wait longer. 
Whilst it is not possible to assess the exact impact that COVID-19 restrictions have 
had on mental health waiting times, the latest published statistics show that more 
people waiting for treatment had waited longer than 18 weeks in April-June 2020 
compared with the same quarter last year. 
 
Services are working hard to return to previous activity levels and to deal with any 
backlogs that have developed. We have also set out in our Mental Health Transition 
and Recovery Plan, published on 8 October, our plans to provide a tailored 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/your-mental-wellbeing/coronavirus-covid-19-your-mental-wellbeing
https://clearyourhead.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-recovery/
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programme of enhanced improvement support for individual NHS Boards to improve 
their waiting times performance. 
 
Table 1: Waiting Times (with Adjustments) for CAMHS Patients Seen – Scotland  

Quarter Total Patients 
Seen 

Number of patients Percentage of 
patients 

Median 
Wait 

(weeks) 0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

Quarter ending 
Jun-20 

3,548 2,190 1,358 61.7 38.3 13 

Quarter ending 
Jun-19 

4,012 2,800 1,212 69.8 30.2 12 

 
Table 2: Waiting Times (with Adjustments) for CAMHS Patients Waiting - Scotland 

Quarter Total Patients 
Waiting 

Number of patients Percentage of patients 

0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

Quarter ending 
Jun-20 

9,319 3,458 5,861 37.1 62.9 

Quarter ending 
Jun-19 

10,445 6,950 3,495 66.5 33.5 

 
Table 3: Waiting Times (with Adjustments) for Psychological Therapies Patients Seen 
- Scotland 

Quarter Total Patients 
Seen 

Number of patients Percentage of 
patients 

Median Wait 
(weeks) 

0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

Quarter ending 
Jun-20 

11,042 8,203 2,839 74.3 25.7 3 

Quarter ending 
Jun-19 

17,695 13,925 3,770 78.7 21.3 5 

 
Table 4: Waiting Times (with Adjustments) for Psychological Therapies Patients 
Waiting - Scotland 

Quarter Total Patients 
Waiting 

Number of patients Percentage of patients 

0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

0-18 
weeks 

Over 18 
weeks 

Quarter ending 
Jun-20 

24,094 9,032 15,062 37.5 62.5 

Quarter ending 
Jun-19 

26,329 16,322 10,007 62.0 38.0 

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans NHS Lothian has for rolling out a COVID-19 preventative treatment 
programme in 2020-21. 
 

S5W-32678  
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Jeane Freeman: While there is currently no established preventative treatment for 
COVID-19, Scotland is participating in UK-wide research to establish both 
preventative and supportive treatments. To date three supportive treatments, 
remdesivir, dexamethasone and hydrocortisone, have been identified. The Scottish 
Government will continue to work with NHS Lothian and other territorial health 
boards to plan for and deliver preventative and supportive treatments as these 
emerge.  
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans NHS Lothian has for rolling out a COVID-19 vaccine in 2020-21. 
 

S5W-32677  
 
Jeane Freeman: Whilst recent news from Pfizer is very welcome, we do not yet 
have a date for the availability of a Covid-19 vaccine for use in Scotland. 
 
The UK Vaccines Taskforce is procuring COVID-19 vaccines on a 4 nations basis 
and we expect that any doses that become available to the UK will be deployed on 
an equitable basis. We will prioritise to protect those considered to be most at risk, in 
line with the Joint Committee on Vaccinations and Immunisations (JCVI) advice 
available. 
 
In Scotland we already deliver nearly two million doses of vaccine routinely every 
year so we have a comprehensive delivery infrastructure in place. We have been 
developing a national plan to vaccinate the over 18 population in phases that align 
with the JCVI advice. That national plan will be delivered with local NHS Boards. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what processes it has in place to consult with (a) people with dementia and (b) 
carers and family members of people with dementia when developing guidance for 
care home visits, and whether it plans to amend these to allow more formal 
consultation. 
 

S5W-32630  
 
Clare Haughey: The Clinical and Professional Advisory Group (CPAG) which 
oversees the clinical care homes guidance has a workstream on engaging families 
including developing guidance that is family facing, to help family carers and visitors 
with family members with dementia in care homes. Family carers of people living 
with dementia have been consulted through the development of this guidance which 
has been amended as a result of their valued insights and contributions. The 
guidance will support people to stay connected to their family and reinforce our 
commitment to family carers being recognised as equal partners in care. 
 
The Scottish Government has also established an expert dementia working group to 
help advise CPAG on its regular review of the national clinical guidance. 
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Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what consideration it gives to the particular needs of residents with dementia when 
determining guidance for care home visits. 
 

S5W-32631  
 
Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government has included guidance and resources to 
help meet the particular needs of residents with dementia as part of the national 
clinical care homes guidance. In addition, the national dementia in care homes group 
has met and the minutes of those meetings have been submitted to The Clinical and 
Professional Advisory Group (CPAG) to help inform their on-going consideration of 
national guidance. To build on this, we have established an expert dementia working 
group to provide further advice to CPAG.  
 
CPAG is made up of a multidisciplinary team of stakeholders, healthcare, social work 
and dementia specialists to develop ongoing guidance that takes into account the 
specific needs of people living with dementia in care settings. CPAG also has a 
workstream on developing visiting guidance that is family facing. Family carers, 
including those of people living with dementia, are being consulted through the 
development of this guidance The guidance will support people to stay connected to 
their family and reinforce our commitment to family carers being recognised as equal 
partners in care. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether so-called "long COVID" will be a condition added to 
the respiratory care action plan. 
 

S5W-32619  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-32867 by Jeane Freeman on 29 October 
2020, whether it will publish (a) the full set of papers produced by the COVID-19 
Advisory Group and (b) any papers produced by members of the Group that have 
been considered at its meetings. 
 

S5W-32907  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
analysis it carries out of the effectiveness of the annual flu vaccine, and what risks 
might apply to a healthy person who receives an injection. 
 

S5W-32914  
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the risk is to hospital patients of contracting the flu from unvaccinated staff. 
 

S5W-32915  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
NHS staff who have contact with patients will be required to have the 2020-21 flu 
vaccination. 
 

S5W-32917  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will (a) monitor and (b) report on the prevalence of flu in 2020-21. 
 

S5W-32918  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-32315 by Jeane Freeman on 23 October 2020, 
whether it will provide the information that was requested regarding how these care 
home places will be funded in the longer term. 
 

S5W-32748  
 
Jeane Freeman: Since the response set out to question S5W-32315, the Scottish 
Government has made available additional funding of £112 million to support social 
care winter preparedness. This takes the level of additional financial support to £262 
million for social care to address the financial implications of Covid-19, including 
provision of support for care homes and additional care home places. Further work is 
ongoing to review in more detail the ongoing financial implications across the sector 
and to ensure that the necessary support continues to be provided.  
 
In terms of funding in the longer term, the Scottish Government is working to bring 
forward the Scottish Budget for 2021-22 at the earliest opportunity. This will include 
detail of our ongoing support across health and social care services. 
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Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people have contracted COVID-19 in each month since March 2020, and 
how many of those have subsequently died. 
 

S5W-32757 

Jeane Freeman: The number of cases of Covid-19 per month as reported by PHS 
on the PHS open data platform are in the following table: 
 

 
Source: Public Health Scotland open data platform: 
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-in-scotland 
 
There are two measures being used to report Covid-19 deaths. 
 
Health Protection Scotland (HPS) report on the deaths within 28 days of first positive 
test. The selection of 28 days was following discussion with the other Devolved 
Administrations and considers a confirmed COVID-19 death to be in individuals who 
died within 28 of being laboratory confirmed with COVID-19 (from their first 
laboratory positive). The latest number of deaths reported under this measure (at 8th 
November) is 3,039 and is available on the Scottish Government website 
here:https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/ 
 
National Records of Scotland (NRS) also report weekly (and produce a more 
detailed monthly report) using their wider definition which includes any death where 
Covid-19 is mentioned on the death certificate. This NRS measure will identify 
deaths where, in the opinion of the medical examiner certifying the death, Covid-19 
was a suspected or contributory factor in the death. The latest number of deaths 
reported under this measure (relating to the period up to 1st November) is 4,649 and 
is available on the Scottish Government website link above. 
 
The next detailed COVID-19 deaths in Scotland monthly publication from NRS will 
be released on Wednesday 11th November and will be available here: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether scheduled surgeries within private hospitals will still be allowed to go ahead 
under its COVID-19 Strategic Framework, and, if so, how this will be applied in each 
of the five tiers. 
 

S5W-32861  
 
Jeane Freeman: Urgent scheduled care will continue to be carried out within private 
hospitals where agreed under the COVID-19 Strategic Framework, unless it is 

Number of positive cases with at least one COVID-19 test result reported, by 
specimen date, 2020. 

March April May June July August September October 

2,639 10,083 4,956 593 402 2,092 9,871 35,224 

https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats
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deemed unsafe to do so. The only circumstance where this will be the case is if 
infection prevention and control measures cannot be adhered to and the risk of 
COVID-19 is greater than the risk to surgery. The following link to the Framework 
provides further detail on the new guidance: https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-
19-scotlands-strategic-framework/pages/10/ 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people each week have been advised to self-isolate via the Test and Protect 
app because they have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive 
for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32852 

Jeane Freeman: The following table provides the weekly figure for those people 
who have been advised to self-isolate by the Protect Scotland App. Please note that 
this does not include those advised by T&P staff to self-isolate as close contacts of 
index cases 
 
In addition the table also provides a total number of downloads of the App since it 
was launched on 9 September 2020. 
 

Week 
ending 

Total number of people who have 
been advised to self-isolate (per 

week) 

Total number of Protect Scotland 
App downloads (per week) 

13-09-2020 23 892,994 

20-09-2020 340 189,753 

27-09-2020 885 198,606 

04-10-2020 1429 91,799 

11-10-2020 2390 82,253 

18-10-2020 2313 57,952 

25-10-2020 2603 46,324 

01-11-2020 2337 35211 

   

Total 12320 1,594,892 

   
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light 
of its response to the FOI request with reference 202000086349, on which date the 
First Minister first knew that hospital patients were being discharged to care homes 
after testing positive for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32942  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to question S5O-04709 answered in Parliament 
on 4 November 2020. The answer to this oral Parliamentary Questions can be found 
at 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12916&i=116731 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/pages/10/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/pages/10/
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12916&i=116731
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Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government (a) how many and (b) what proportion of care-experienced young 
people benefited from the discretionary housing payments linked to qualifying 
benefits that were announced in the 2019-20 Programme for Government. 
 

S5W-32721  
 
Shirley-Anne Somerville: Work to better understand and support care-experienced 
young people with their housing costs through Discretionary Housing payments was 
paused as a result of the COVID-19 emergency. However, care experienced young 
people remain eligible for discretionary housing payments (DHPs) if they are in 
receipt of qualifying benefits.  
 
We have provided Who Cares? Scotland with £106,754 to maintain the helpline 
established as a response to COVID 19 and deliver an advertising campaign to 
promote discretionary housing payments. The helpline provides care experienced 
young people with advice and helps eligible individuals make an application for a 
DHP. 
 
 
 
 
  



14 
 

Government initiated questions lodged on 13 November 2020 

S5W-33244 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
providing to NHS boards across Scotland to prioritise patients waiting for elective 
care. 

Written questions lodged on 13 November 2020 

S5W-33208 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
the use of so-called health passports, which document infection and vaccination 
status for COVID-19 as part of its economic recovery strategy and future pandemic 
contingency planning, and what impact such an approach could have with helping to 
strengthen the airbridge system. 
S5W-33209 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has 
made of the levels of access to public transport at the end of their shifts for 
seafarers with (a) CalMac Ferries, (b) Serco NorthLink and (c) private ferry 
operators since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33210 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it 
has carried out of the recent COVID-19 outbreak that was linked with the MV Isle of 
Lewis, including how this has impacted on the (a) seafarers affected, (b) the onboard 
crew when the positive tests were returned, (c) the relief crew and (d) passengers. 
S5W-33211 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the recent 
COVID-19 outbreak that was linked with the MV Isle of Lewis, what discussions it 
has had with CalMac Ferries to protect (a) public health, (b) seafarer health and 
safety and (c) the continuity of lifeline services between Oban and Barra.  
S5W-33213 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government how it will verify the 
authenticity of all COVID-19 test results to ensure the veracity of any mass testing 
and screening that is planned as a means of safely opening up the economy.  
S5W-33243 Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason there 
are no patients among the 50 members of its Mobilisation Recovery Group. 
S5W-33245 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on oral health 
inequalities among children.  
S5W-33246 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of 
schools and nurseries that participated in the ChildSmile Core programme in March 
2020 have now restored daily supervised toothbrushing. 
S5W-33247 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many dental 
packs were distributed to children as part of the ChildSmile Core programme 
between March and October (a) 2019 and (b) 2020. 
S5W-33248 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many fluoride 
varnish applications were delivered to children under the ChildSmile Nursery and 
School programme between March and October (a) 2019 and (b) 2020. 
S5W-33249 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many home 
visits dental health support workers delivered in each month in 2020 as part of the 
ChildSmile Practice programme. 
S5W-33253 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
provide routine COVID-19 testing for NHS (a) dentists and (b) frontline dental 
practice staff. 
S5W-33254 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
have had their routine cervical screening test delayed due to the pause of the 
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screening programmes in 2020, also broken down by how many have (a) now 
received a test and (b) yet to receive an invite for a screening appointment.  
S5W-33255 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government whether the NHS 
Scotland Coronavirus Life Assurance Scheme is available to nursing and medical 
students who are completing clinical placements and, if not, whether it will reconsider 
its position on this matter. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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