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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 19 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 19 November can be found on pages 17 and 18. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19 on 19 November are included at page 16. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 19 November) 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 

 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to alleviate social isolation arising from the 
restrictions on social gatherings. 
 

S5W-33149 
 

Michael Russell: We know that social isolation and loneliness is a public health issue 
and there are well documented negative impacts on mental health, that is why the 
Scottish Government has considered these issues when developing the rules on social 
gatherings.  
 
The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 take progressively more restrictive steps, such as limiting 
the numbers of people that can meet indoors and outdoors. Our aim in doing this is to 
reduce the chance for the virus to spread, while allowing households the opportunity 
to socialise. Even at the strictest level, 6 people from a maximum of 2 households can 
socialise outdoors and in public places. The Regulations also permit extended 
households to be formed at all Levels.  
 
The gatherings restrictions that apply to children under 12 at different levels allow this 
age group to mix more freely outdoors. Older children and young people aged 12-17 
are permitted to meet outdoors in a larger number of households than the general 
restrictions. Both these measures were brought in to lessen the impact of social 
isolation on children and address children’s rights concerns. 
 
The Scottish Government is clear that restrictions will be relaxed where the evidence 
suggests this is appropriate. For that reason, from 13 November, residents of Orkney, 
Shetland and Western Isles are able to meet with one other household inside their 
homes, up to a maximum of six people. 
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Information on mental health help and support is available at clearyourhead.scot or by 
calling NHS 111. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance on eligibility it has provided to local authorities in relation 
to the Business Contingency Fund. 
 

S5W-33046 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Guidance on distributing the first phase of the Contingency Fund which 
awarded grants to nightclubs and pay to play soft play centres was issued to councils 
and included detailed eligibility criteria developed in partnership with local authorities 
and sectoral representatives. This guidance has enabled local authorities to contact 
eligible businesses directly negating the need for an application process. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what flexibility there is within the Business Contingency Fund for local 
authorities to choose which types of businesses are eligible for support. 
 

S5W-33045 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The first phase of the Contingency Fund was announced on  
27 October and will provide grants of up to £50,000 to nightclubs and pay to play soft 
play centres in recognition of the fact that, prior to the introduction of the Strategic 
Framework, they have been closed by regulation nationally since March. As the first 
phase of the fund was targeted specifically at these two sectors there is no flexibility 
for local authorities in distributing this funding. We have, however, worked closely with 
both local authorities and sector representatives in developing the eligibility criteria 
and delivery mechanism for this financial support. 
 
On 17 November, the First Minister also announced a £30 million discretionary fund 
for local authorities. How local authorities choose to spend this fund in supporting 
businesses is at their discretion based on the specific needs of their local economies 
- such as supporting supply chains. Further details of this fund will be announced 
shortly. 
 
We are continuing to consider where the remainder of the Contingency Fund would 
be most effectively deployed in supporting businesses impact by restrictions. 
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Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether there is a fixed allowance for the Business Contingency Fund. 
 

S5W-33047 
 

Fiona Hyslop: We committed £11 million to the Contingency Fund when it was 
announced as part of the COVID-19 Restrictions Fund. A first phase of awards through 
this fund was announced on 27 October which provided grants of up to £50,000 for 
nightclubs and soft play centres in recognition of the fact that, prior to the Strategic 
Framework coming into force, had been closed since March. The Contingency Fund 
has proven itself to be an effective mechanism for targeting funding towards these 
sectors. 
 
In recognition of the changing nature of the pandemic and the variable impact of 
restrictions on different sectors we keep all of our funds under review to ensure that 
we can target financial support appropriately. This is of course contingent, however, 
on the Scottish Government having access to the funding that it requires to support 
businesses. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when further phases of the Business Contingency Fund will be 
announced. 
 

S5W-33048 
 

Fiona Hyslop: We are continuing to consider where the remainder of the Contingency 
Fund would be most effectively deployed in supporting businesses impact by 
restriction and an announcement on this will be made in due course. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the impact that the UK Government’s 
economic policies in response to COVID-19 have had on (a) the RPI inflation rate and 
(b) pay settlements for workers in Scotland in each month between March and October 
2020. 
 

S5W-33192 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government routinely publishes analysis of changes in 
UK inflation (CPIH) and earnings in Scotland in its Monthly Economic Brief. The latest 
version of the brief is available at this link: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-economic-brief-october-2020/ 
 
Employment law is reserved to the UK Government and changes to pay are generally 
driven by employer and employee engagement. But we are doing all we can with the 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/monthly-economic-brief-october-2020/
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powers available to us to promote fair working practices here in Scotland, including 
ensuring people have security of income.  
 
The Scottish Government is committed to the principles of Fair Work, including 
payment of at least the real Living Wage to all workers. Our flagship Fair Work First 
policy asks employers to commit to adopting fair working practices to help create 
workplaces where workers have greater security of pay and contract, can develop their 
skills, and have an effective voice. 
 
The Office for National Statistics’ (ONS) Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) 
for 2020 reports that Scotland remains the best performing of all four UK countries for 
the percentage of employees (aged 18 years and over) paid the real Living Wage or 
more (84.8%). 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on whether teachers have adequate time to provide pupils who are 
self-isolating with consistent support and materials as well as fulfilling their obligations 
to other pupils who are in school. 
 

S5W-32357 
 

John Swinney: Schools are responsible for providing learning for children who have 
to self-isolate at home due to COVID-19 symptoms. This is set out in the Scottish 
Government’s guidance for schools. This is the best approach as practitioners know 
their learners best, and can arrange remote learning which is appropriate to the needs 
and circumstance of each pupil. 
 
In order to further strengthen the options available to schools, the Scottish 
Government and Education Scotland are working with local government to ensure that 
schools can access an enhanced range of options for online learning during 2020/21 
through the National eLearning Partnership. Schools can access and sign up to a 
range of additional options via the e-Learning Partnership. This includes the courses 
available via e-Sgoil and other initiatives such as the West Partnership’s online 
schools. Digital learning and teaching resources are also available for teachers to 
download and use. 
 
We have invested £80 million to support the recruitment of additional teachers and 
school support staff. As well as bringing much needed resilience to the system at this 
challenging time, these additional staff will offer increased support for individuals or 
groups of pupils who have significant gaps in their learning as a result of lockdown, 
support young people who are shielding, support small groups of learners who need 
more intensive support and cover classes for teachers who are shielding. Councils 
indicate that they have recruited over 1,250 additional teachers and we would expect 
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this number to increase as schools continue to assess the needs of children and young 
people over the coming weeks. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on operating schools on a reduced capacity basis 
under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-33054 
 

John Swinney: Our updated guidance on reducing risks in schools is intended to keep 
schools safe, open and welcoming for staff and pupils. It has been updated to align 
with the levels under the Covid-19 Strategic Framework, and to keep schools as safe 
as possible. 
 
The measures put in place across wider society at different levels of the Strategic 
Framework have been designed precisely to avoid any automatic move to school 
closures. However, the updated guidance makes clear that the use of targeted, remote 
learning remains an important contingency at all levels of the Strategic Framework 
where specific schools require either to close, or to implement remote learning for 
some children for a defined period of time, as a result of local outbreaks or staff self-
isolating. 
 
We have very clear evidence that time out of school can have a detrimental effect on 
children and young people’s wellbeing, including impacts on educational, 
developmental and mental health harms. A further evidence paper on school safety 
will be published alongside further information from Public Health Scotland, in the 
coming days. 
 
We continue to work in close partnership with unions, staff and local authorities on 
ensuring protection measures are in place in our schools to reduce the risk of Covid-
19 and preserve education for our children and young people. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on operating schools on a reduced capacity basis 
under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-33054 
 

John Swinney: Our updated guidance on reducing risks in schools is intended to keep 
schools safe, open and welcoming for staff and pupils. It has been updated to align 
with the levels under the Covid-19 Strategic Framework, and to keep schools as safe 
as possible. 
 
The measures put in place across wider society at different levels of the Strategic 
Framework have been designed precisely to avoid any automatic move to school 



6 
 

 

 

closures. However, the updated guidance makes clear that the use of targeted, remote 
learning remains an important contingency at all levels of the Strategic Framework 
where specific schools require either to close, or to implement remote learning for 
some children for a defined period of time, as a result of local outbreaks or staff self-
isolating. 
 
We have very clear evidence that time out of school can have a detrimental effect on 
children and young people’s wellbeing, including impacts on educational, 
developmental and mental health harms. A further evidence paper on school safety 
will be published alongside further information from Public Health Scotland, in the 
coming days. 
 
We continue to work in close partnership with unions, staff and local authorities on 
ensuring protection measures are in place in our schools to reduce the risk of Covid-
19 and preserve education for our children and young people. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment has been made of the manageable level of teacher 
absence to ensure that schools remain open at all protection levels, and what steps 
have been taken beyond the general public advice that has been published to 
minimise COVID-19 infection rates among teachers and other school staff. 
 

S5W-33055 
 

John Swinney: Recent SAGE advice, based on ONS data and published on  
13 November, indicates no difference between the positivity rates of pre-school, 
primary and secondary school staff, relative to other worker groups. 
 
Our updated guidance on reducing risks in schools is intended to keep schools safe, 
open and welcoming for staff and pupils. It includes guidance on workforce planning, 
developed with input from local authority partners. This makes clear that local 
authorities and headteachers, working in close partnership with unions and staff, are 
best placed to make judgements about how to make best use of available workforce 
capacity safely and effectively. 
 
To support these efforts, and ensure resilience in the school workforce ,the Scottish 
Government has made £80m available to local authorities for the recruitment of 
additional teachers and support staff. To date, local authority figures indicate they have 
already recruited 1,250 additional teachers and 155 support staff, with an estimated 
further 200 teachers and 100 support staff planned. 
 
Guidance has also been updated to align with the levels under the Covid-19 Strategic 
Framework, and includes details of enhanced protection measures to keep schools as 
safe as possible. This guidance includes strengthened guidance for clinically 
extremely vulnerable staff, as well as details of testing and surveillance arrangements 
for school staff. 
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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what risk assessment it has made of the impact of each level of the 
COVID-19 Strategic Framework on (a) physical health, (b) mental wellbeing, (c) the 
risk of social isolation and (d) people with at least one underlying health condition, and 
whether it will publish this. 
 

S5W-33164 
 

John Swinney: COVID-19 Scotland’s Strategic Framework is rooted in the 4 harms 
approach set out in COVID-19 Framework for Decision-Making. In taking and 
reviewing decisions about the different levels, we consider the direct impact of the 
virus on health, the effect of measures to suppress it on wider health and care, society, 
and economic activity. This includes physical health, mental wellbeing, social isolation 
and the impact on those with underlying health conditions. We are committed to 
ensuring that decisions will always be informed by data and analysis and to bring 
transparency to our decisions, and to support people to understand the very difficult 
issues that we face, we publish data on these harms online.  
 
The Scottish Government will publish a further analysis and evidence paper on  
20 November which, building on earlier papers, describes how the four harms 
approach works in practice and how evidence and analysis has been used to inform 
decision making. Consistent with our transparent approach, our intention is to follow 
this up in the near future with another paper explaining the evidence and analysis, 
including four harms considerations, supporting the levels approach. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of concerns that pupils might face significant 
disruption, for what reason the SQA exam diet for 2021 has been pushed back by two 
weeks to 10 May. 
 

S5W-33351 
 

John Swinney: As outlined in my statement to Parliament on 7 October, due to the 
continuing disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, we can no longer risk the 
running of a full Exam Diet in 2021. 
 
In line with the recommendations made to me by Professor Mark Priestley in his 
independent review of the National Qualifications experience in 2020, I have asked 
SQA to take an alternative approach to National 5 accreditation in 2021 rather than 
the usual exams.  
 
In taking this decision on National 5 exams, it means that we can build an exam diet 
for Highers and Advanced Highers that is as safe as it possibly can be. These exams 
will begin on 10 May, later than normal to give S5 and S6 pupils back approximately 
two weeks of the learning time they lost earlier this year. This additional time, in 
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conjunction with the course assessment modifications that SQA have made following 
its consultation, give the greatest chances of these exams being implemented fairly.  
 
The decision to go ahead with the 2021 Exam Diet for Highers and Advanced Highers 
is being kept under continual review. It remains vitally important that we continue to 
take due regard of the latest public health advice to safeguard the health of all learners, 
whilst ensuring that their hard work is recognised in the awarding of qualifications. 
Given the potential for further disruption, contingency plans for these courses are 
being developed, and a final decision will be made no later than mid-February. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Anas Sarwar (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide local authorities with any additional resources required to 
ensure that all teachers requesting a flu vaccination for 2020-21 are able to receive 
this. 
 

S5W-32681 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Seasonal Flu Immunisation Programme helps to protect the 
most vulnerable and alleviate pressure on the NHS. This will be more important than 
ever this year, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Those most at risk from the seasonal flu, who are already eligible to receive the 
vaccine are: 

1. Those aged 65 and over, 
2. Those who have an underlying health condition, 
3. Pregnant women, 
4. Health care workers, 
5. Young and unpaid carers, 
6. Children aged 2-5 (not yet at school), and 
7. Primary school pupils. 

This year the Scottish Government is expanding free eligibility for the seasonal flu 
vaccine to: 

• Social care workers who provide direct personal care, 

• Household members of individuals who are shielding, 

• Those aged 55 and over and 

• 50-54 if vaccine supplies allow. 
With the expansion some occupations, such as health and social care workers are 
entitled to the free seasonal flu vaccine, this is because they come into contact with a 
higher proportion of people who are vulnerable to the seasonal flu. Given the COVID-
19 pandemic, there is pressure on the global supply of seasonal flu vaccine, the 
vaccination of those considered ‘high-risk’ must continue to be prioritised. Teachers 
will be able access flu vaccine if they fall into one of the categories above. In addition 
Local Authorities may offer Seasonal Flu vaccinations as part of occupational health 
arrangements. 
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Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much flu vaccine it has allocated to each NHS board as a proportion of the eligible 
cohort population, and whether it will confirm the total cohort. 
 

S5W-32686 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has procured sufficient vaccine to 
vaccinate all those who have been invited to receive the seasonal flu vaccine, in line 
with our uptake planning assumptions that we will vaccinate 2.4 million people in total. 
This figure includes over 2 million people from Phase 1 cohorts, who are at the greatest 
clinical risk from seasonal flu. 
 
The following data has been provided by National Service Scotland who purchase and 
distribute vaccinations. 
 

 
Flu season in the UK begins in December and reaches it peaks in January and 
February. So anyone who gets the flu vaccine will be protected before we expect flu 
cases to be at their highest. Those who are eligible for the free Seasonal Flu vaccine 
will be able to get the vaccine now, as well as later in the year. 
 
Following a successful marketing campaign, this year has seen an extremely high 
demand for the seasonal flu vaccine. The Scottish Government is working closely with 
all Health Boards to support them to improve delivery and meet the increased demand 
they are experiencing. 
 
 

Health Board 
65 years and 

over 
Initial 

Allocation 
Allocation as % of eligible 

population 

Ayrshire & Arran 84,228 85,760 102% 

Borders 28,616 25,390 89% 

Dumfries & Galloway 38,570 33,290 86% 

Fife 77,024 73,910 96% 

Forth Valley 59,174 54,230 92% 

Grampian 107,946 103,480 96% 

Greater Glasgow & 
Clyde 195,952 166,950 85% 

Highland 75,298 70,830 94% 

Lanarkshire 121,805 100,960 83% 

Lothian 148,954 163,330 110% 

Orkney 5,306 4,903 92% 

Shetland 4,686 4,540 97% 

Tayside 89,691 80,090 89% 

Western Isles 6,895 5,000 73% 
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific projections, how many 
fewer hospital admissions it expects to see by the end of October 2020 following the 
so-called circuit-breaker, and how this compares with the projected number if no 
further interventions were made. 
 

S5W-32490 
 

Jeane Freeman: The aim of the restrictions running from 9 October to 2 November 
are to suppress the growth in total infections. Predicting the exact effects of the 
restrictions on hospital admissions is difficult, though Scottish Government is closely 
monitoring changes in the epidemic on an ongoing basis. Data on hospital admissions 
are published on the Scottish Government website each day. Modelling data published 
on 7 October predicted infections would reach the March peak by the end of October, 
R would be significantly above one and the doubling time would be nine days. The 
reality at the end of October as a result of the Scottish population’s compliance to 
restrictions was daily infections between 7,100 and 18,400, R at 1.0 – 1.3 and a 
doubling time of 17-52 days.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific projections, how many 
fewer daily COVID-19 infections it expects to see by the end of October 2020 following 
the so-called circuit-breaker, and how this compares with the projected number if no 
further interventions were made. 
 

S5W-32491 
 

Jeane Freeman: The aim of the restrictions that are running from 9 October to 2 
November are to suppress the growth in total infections. Predicting the exact effects 
of the restrictions on daily Covid-19 infections is difficult, though Scottish Government 
is closely monitoring changes in the epidemic on an ongoing basis. Data on estimated 
daily infections are published on the Scottish Government website each week. 
 
Modelling data published on 7 October predicted infections would reach the March 
peak by the end of October, R would be significantly above one and the doubling time 
would be nine days. The reality at the end of October as a result of the Scottish 
population’s compliance to restrictions was daily infections between 7,100 and 18,400, 
R at 1.0 – 1.3 and a doubling time of 17-52 days.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific projections, how much 
lower it expects the COVID-19 R number will be by the end of October 2020 following 
the so-called circuit-breaker, and how this compares with the projected number if no 
further interventions were made. 
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S5W-32492 
 

Jeane Freeman: The aim of the restrictions that are running from 9 October to 2 
November are to suppress the growth in total infections. Predicting the exact effects 
of the restrictions on R number is difficult, though Scottish Government is closely 
monitoring changes in the epidemic on an ongoing basis. Data on the R number are 
published on the Scottish Government website each week 
(https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-modelling-the-epidemic/).  
 
Modelling data published on 7 October predicted infections would reach the March 
peak by the end of October, R would be significantly above one and the doubling time 
would be nine days. The reality at the end of October as a result of the Scottish 
population’s compliance to restrictions was daily infections between 7,100 and 18,400, 
R at 1.0 – 1.3 and a doubling time of 17-52 days.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, based on scientific projections, what changes 
it expects to see to the doubling time rate of the COVID-19 virus by the end of October 
2020 following the so-called circuit-breaker, and how this compares with the 
projected rate if no further interventions were made. 
 

S5W-32493 
 

Jeane Freeman: The aim of the restrictions that are running from 9 October to 2 
November are to suppress the growth in total infections. Predicting the exact effects 
of the restrictions on doubling time is difficult, though Scottish Government is closely 
monitoring changes in the epidemic on an ongoing basis. Data on doubling time are 
published on the Scottish Government website each week 
(https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-modelling-the-epidemic/).  
 
Modelling data published on 7 October predicted infections would reach the March 
peak by the end of October, R would be significantly above one and the doubling time 
would be nine days. The reality at the end of October as a result of the Scottish 
population’s compliance to restrictions was daily infections between 7,100 and 18,400, 
R at 1.0 – 1.3 and a doubling time of 17-52 days.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether NHS boards have been effective in 
making period products accessible to (a) patients and (b) staff during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-32544 
 

Jeane Freeman: We have no information or evidence to support that as required NHS 
Boards have and are continuing to fulfil their duty in making period products accessible 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-modelling-the-epidemic/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-modelling-the-epidemic/
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while meeting the extraordinary demands placed on the service by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will use COVID-19 testing to reduce the impact of 
quarantining on people with no symptoms, and whether this will be extended to 
frontline workers. 
 

S5W-32828 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our priorities for testing are guided by scientific, clinical and public 
health advice from our expert advisory structures.  
 
In October we published the Clinical Review of our testing strategy which set out clear 
clinical advice on the priorities to be followed – clinical care of patients and responding 
to symptomatic demand. https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/. 
 
As capacity builds, and in line with clinical and public health priorities identified, we will 
continue to review routine weekly testing of asymptomatic groups in a way which 
focusses on protecting those most vulnerable to the most harm, including those at 
highest risk of mortality.  
 
There are a number of groups to be considered as part of that process, including NHS 
and social care frontline staff along with care home visitors, emergency admissions 
and visiting professionals to care homes. 
 
I will update Parliament later this month about the plans, timescales, test type and test 
routes for the roll out of asymptomatic testing to these groups. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many times new residents have been admitted to care homes from 
the community without being tested for COVID-19 in advance, and whether this 
practice is still ongoing. 
 

S5W-32978 
 

Jeane Freeman: Admissions to care homes are managed locally, and as such, this 
data is not collated by the Scottish Government. As announced on 21 April, all people 
being admitted to care homes whether from the community or from hospital should be 
tested for COVID prior to admission. Care Homes are operated by the public, the 
private and the independent sectors. The care home manager at each home is 
responsible for admissions and ensuring that appropriate risk assessment takes place. 
We cannot always compel providers how to act, but by providing guidance, advice and 
support we are supporting them to comply with the guidance and protect residents.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
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Local Oversight Boards, which include Directors of Public Health, Nurse Directors and 
Chief Social Work Officers provide support to care homes and they ensure that 
appropriate admission arrangements are in place.  
 
Scottish Government and Health Protection Scotland guidance Information and 
Guidance for Care Homes confirms that the presumption should therefore be that all 
residents being admitted to a care home should have a negative test before admission 
unless it is in the clinical interests of the person to be moved and then only after a full 
risk assessment. Health Protection Scotland advice is available on the Stepdown of 
Infection Control Precautions and Discharging COVID-19 Patients from Hospital to 
Residential Settings at: https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-
website/nss/3012/documents/1_covid-19-step-down-guidance.pdf 
 
For admissions from the community, the guidance states that everyone should have 
at least one test performed before or on admission, and be isolated on admission for 
14 days. Risk assessment prior to admission should be undertaken to ensure that 
appropriate isolation facilities are available, taking into account requirements for the 
patient’s care. The guidance is available at https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-
resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/ 
 
We are continuing to ensure that support is available for all care homes and all NHS 
Board areas have care home oversight boards in place. These boards are engaging 
with the care homes affected to support them with increased infection prevention 
control requirements as part of outbreak management.  
 
We have allocated a total of £150 million this year for social care as part of our 
additional COVID funding to help the social care sector deal with the financial 
implications of the pandemic. Our Winter Plan recognises that to ensure winter 
preparedness this year, that additional resources will be required and the Plan is being 
supported by further funding of up to £112 million. We are working with COSLA, and 
wider partners, immediately on effective allocation of this funding through mechanisms 
that promote additionality of services and value for money. We would expect that 
where care homes are unable to fill vacancies in order that they may continue to 
comply with guidelines, that this is flagged up at a local level.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will commit to ensuring that no one with a positive result for 
COVID-19 is admitted to a care home. 
 

S5W-32979 
 

Jeane Freeman: I announced on 21 April that all people being admitted to care homes 
whether from the community or from hospital should be tested for COVID prior to 
admission. Scottish Government and Health Protection Scotland guidance states a 
presumption that everyone being admitted to a care home should have a negative test 

https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/3012/documents/1_covid-19-step-down-guidance.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/3012/documents/1_covid-19-step-down-guidance.pdf
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/
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before admission, unless it is in the clinical interests of the person to be moved. This 
clinically-led decision is for exceptional circumstances and after a full risk assessment, 
consulting the resident, family and care home on what is right for the individual and 
putting appropriate mitigating actions and support in place. The guidance is available 
at https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-
guidance-for-care-home-settings/ 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to reports by trade union representatives and hospital staff in the 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde area that (a) surgical Type 2 face masks and (b) 
Type 11R masks have been issued, despite evidence having been published, which is 
understood to indicate that these do not offer protection to the wearer. 
 

S5W-32733 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it plans to ensure that older and vulnerable people in (a) Glasgow and (b) Scotland 
are able to receive a flu vaccination within close proximity to their home. 
 

S5W-32731 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport first became 
aware of plans by NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and any other NHS boards to 
prioritise flu vaccinations for over-65s by youngest to oldest. 
 

S5W-32727 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-30900 by Michael Matheson on 
25 August 2020, whether it will provide an update on the information that was 
provided regarding its support for the bus industry in response to COVID-19. 
 

S5W-32726 
 

Michael Matheson: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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First Minister’s Questions selected for answer on 19 November 2020 
 
5. Christine Grahame: To ask the First Minister whether the Scottish Government 
will consider putting travel restrictions into regulations, in light of reports that COVID-
19 transmission rates are not slowing down sufficiently and, in some areas, are 
increasing again. ( S5F-04574 ) 
 
7. Pauline McNeill: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government's 
response is to the report, Caught in a (Covid) Trap, by the Resolution Foundation, 
which says that almost a third of families who have experienced a reduction in 
income due to the pandemic are struggling to afford to heat their homes or buy fresh 
vegetables. ( S5F-04581 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio questions relating to COVID-19 on 19 November 2020 
 
Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 
4. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what contingency work it 
is carrying out to prepare for the 2021 Scottish Parliament election should COVID-19 
restrictions remain in place.  ( S5O-04772 ) 
 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04574
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04581
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12951&i=117053
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04772
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12951&i=117072
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Written questions lodged on 19 November 2020 

S5W-33361 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what advice and 
support is available to teachers and education staff about pregnancy in the 
workplace and COVID-19, and what assessment it has made of the consistency of 
(a) its and (b) local authority policies for them on homeworking, 
S5W-33369 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how many patients 
have been treated at the NHS Louisa Jordan for COVID-19-related illness, also 
broken down by the number treated (a) during the first and (b) since the start of the 
second wave. 
S5W-33380 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-32700 by Richard Lochhead on 18 November 2020, 
whether it will provide the information that was requested regarding what support it 
can provide to students who are unable to access jobs that they have to support their 
studies in the event they are required to self-isolate for two weeks before the 
Christmas holidays. 
S5W-33385 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on routine COVID-19 testing for NHS staff. 
S5W-33391 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government how it will engage 
with (a) stakeholders, (b) participants and (c) youth organisations to promote the 
Young Person's Guarantee.  
S5W-33392 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
organisations that wish to adopt the Young Person's Guarantee must commit to 
paying the living wage.  
S5W-33393 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government whether the Young 
Person's Guarantee could place a participant on a zero-hours contract. 
S5W-33394 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government when the Young 
Person's Guarantee web portal will go live.  
S5W-33395 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) monthly, (b) 
quarterly and (c) yearly targets it has set to determine the success of the uptake of 
the Young Person's Guarantee. 
S5W-33396 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many patients have 
been deregistered by dental practices in each month since February 2020, broken 
down by NHS board area. 
S5W-33399 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has for the 
continued use of the Protect Scotland app after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33401 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether dentists, 
hygienists and dental nurses who are qualified in administering injections will support 
the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
S5W-33403 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
travel exemptions regarding education only apply to schools, universities and 
colleges, or whether other forms of training courses are included. 
S5W-33404 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government under what 
circumstances door-to-door sales will be permitted under Level 4 COVID-19 
restrictions. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33361
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33369
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33380
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33385
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33391
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33392
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33393
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33394
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33395
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33396
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33399
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33401
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33403
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33404
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S5W-33405 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what time on 11 
December 2020 non-essential shops and other closed businesses in areas subject 
to Level 4 COVID-19 restrictions will be permitted to reopen. 
S5W-33406 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when the adult care 
homes visiting guidance will next be updated. 
S5W-33407 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government when it expects 
LumiraDx Platform instruments that can carry out 12-minute tests for COVID-19 to 
be made available for island NHS boards.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33405
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33406
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33407
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

